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Families stay
busy during
quarantine
New ways to spend
time with family
by Jordan P, senior

D

ue to COVID-19, students will be
at home for a while and need to find
new ways to spend their time. Spending all
of their time with family may get boring or
even frustrating at times; however, activities
such as going on a walk can bring families
closer together.
“My family and I have been taking walks
around isolated trails near my house,” said
Alyssa R, senior.
Other families have chosen to have family
movie nights.

New Beginnings

continued on page 4

Seniors pose for a class photo
before “social distancing”
became the norm.

FBTA seniors make big decisions as they
move on to the next chapters in their lives
by Haston H, senior

A

s the world around us comes to a halt
because of COVID-19, seniors are racing to the finish line of graduation.
National College Decision Day is quickly
approaching on May 1, when most colleges
require a signed letter of intent to enroll,
along with a deposit to hold their place in
the freshman class. But because the SAT
and ACT testing has been cancelled or postponed, many schools are giving extensions
or they are not requiring those achievement
tests.
Many of our FBTA seniors have already
decided where they are going to college and
what they are studying.
Joshua will be attending Bob Jones University and majoring in criminal justice and
communications. He hopes to join the police force after college.
Andrea will be attending Liberty University and studying either interior design
or FCS. She plans on becoming an interior
designer, with the dream of starting her own
business.
Christian is unsure of the college he will
be attending, but he knows he will be studying electrical engineering and computer science.
David is still undecided on his college
and major decisions, but wants to study
some type of engineering.
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John will be attending Bob Jones University and will be studying IT and getting a
minor in coaching.
Liza will be attending George Washington University studying Pre-Med to fulfill
her dreams of being a surgeon.
Justin will be attending Liberty University this fall, and he will be studying business.
Haston plans on attending Baylor University or Liberty University and will be
studying business or overseas finances. He
plans on pursuing a career in law.
Lauren plans on attending Pensacola
Christian College to study graphic design.
Daniel will also be attending Pensacola Christian College and studying physical
therapy.
Jordan will be attending Virginia Tech
and plans on studying English.
Alyssa plans on attending Bob Jones University or Liberty University and plans on
studying some type of engineering.
Jameson will be attending George Mason
University and will be studying marketing.
Madison plans on attending Liberty University to study English.
Julia will either be attending George
Washington University or George Mason
and studying medicine.
The ever-ambitious senior class has big
plans for their lives and are excited to start
the next chapter in life’s book.
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One of the perks of online distance learning is the ability of students to do their work anywhere,
including outside, while enjoying a warm spring day.

Home sweet homeschool

How does online learning compare to homeschooling?
by Alexandra, freshman

O

nline Distance Learning began March
23, due to a statewide shutdown of all
public and private schools by Virginia Governor, Ralph Northam. What looked like a
short-term period of “homeschooling” has
now turned into an entire quarter, taking
students and teachers to the end of the academic year.
For some students, who have previously been homeschooled, switching to online
learning is a somewhat familiar concept.
But for others, who have always attended
school, suddenly being thrust into school at
home has been quite an adjustment.
“I was homeschooled when I was in 2nd
and 3rd grade,” said Haston H, senior. “My
homeschooling was not online, it was all
done from books. I took an online Algebra
2 course, and liked how it was more at your
own pace, while our online courses at FBTA
all have deadlines. If they are not met, you
are penalized, which kind of turns all of
your days into very busy work days.”
Each teacher does their class slightly differently for the new online teaching
platform. Some make videos for students
to watch. Others have Zoom calls, require
homework by a specific date and time, and
prepare online quizzes and tests. Some have
already scheduled all the work required for
the quarter on the calendar. Discussion
Boards sometimes take the place of journals
or written work, inviting all students to see
others’ feedback, unlike a classroom setting,

where a limited number of students are able to
contribute.
When comparing online distance learning
to homeschool, Jenna R, 7th grade, said, “It’s
kind of the same, but I like how the lessons are
shorter.”
For students who have never been homeschooled before, some find online learning is
exactly what they expected.
“It’s pretty much what I thought homeschooling would be like,” said Gabe V, sophomore. “My favorite part about online school
is being able to spend a lot more time with my
family.”
Others were surprised to find that school at
home was nothing like they imagined.
“I’ve never been homeschooled, but I always imagined the workload to be lighter
when homeschooling,” added Amy F, sophomore. “With virtual school I still have the same
amount of work, but a longer time in doing it.”
Others have found the workload lighter
online.
“I’ve never been homeschooled, so this has
been an adjustment,” said Ava J, junior. “It
hasn’t been that hard, and it’s nice to be able
to get your work done all at once. I definitely
have a lot more time on my hands.”
Online distance learning for Quarter 4 is
certainly not what students, teachers, or administrators expected. Now that everyone has a
couple of weeks under their belt, having school
online has been a challenging adjustment for
some and home sweet homeschool for others.
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A coronacation?

Tips on understanding the virus and staying safe
by Amy F, sophomore

Q

uarantining has caught students and
workers by surprise. On March 23,
Virginia State Governor Ralph Northman
announced all schools in the state would be
shut down for the rest of the school year,
provoking chaos among adults and some
celebrations among the students; however,
the celebrations were short-lived as many realized the serious spreading of the virus and
the lonesome quarantine life.
Consequently, the importance of staying updated on the facts and status of
COVID-19 has only since increased.
The coronavirus is an infectious respiratory illness first discovered in Wuhan, China,
as a new strain not previously identified in
humans. The virus is referred to as the “2019
novel coronavirus” and the disease referred to
as COVID-19, where ‘CO’ stands for ‘corona,’ ‘VI’ for ‘virus,’ and ‘D’ for disease.
The basic symptoms are fever, coughing, and shortness of breath; however, severe
cases include pneumonia, kidney failure, severe acute respiratory syndrome, and death.
The disease is not airborne but transmitted
by close contact, where the most common
transmission is by touching an infected surface and then touching one’s eyes, nose, or
mouth.
Otherwise, it may be transmitted through
respiratory droplets produced when an infected individual coughs or sneezes.
Currently, there is no vaccine for this
virus, and experts estimate it may be over a
year until one is produced. Thus, individuals must take precautions on how to protect
themselves.

Clean hands are important in preventing
the spread of corona. Scrubbing your hands
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds is
ideal; however if a soap product is not readily
available, a hand sanitizer with at least 60%
alcohol should be used. It is particularly important to wash hands after going in public
places.
Disregarding simple social distancing
rules creates a more significant risk of catching the virus.
“I think that since not everyone has been
social distancing, the curve has not flattened
completely,” said Ava J, junior. “I think it’s
okay for people to go outside to get out of
the house, but they shouldn’t go to hang out
with people.”
Social distancing helps with preventing
the spread of the virus. Cases have shown
that some people without symptoms may
be spreading the virus, shedding light on the
importance of the quarantine life.
Although the life of a healthy individual
may not be at great risk after getting corona,
quarantining is used to aid our health care
professionals and those with low immune
systems who are most at risk.
At some point, going out to purchase
food and other supplies is necessary, and it
is important to continue to keep six feet between others, to wear a mask, and to cover all
coughs and sneezes with a tissue.
Lastly, it is notable to clean and disinfect
frequently-touched surfaces daily.
The coronavirus has caused global concern. The U.S. currently has a total of
526,353 active cases. It is important to acknowledge the situation we are in, obey the
guidelines set before us, yet continue with
our daily lives, despite the revised lifestyle.

College students have
returned
by Peter V, junior

D

uring this COVID-19 pandemic, colleges have switched to online learning
and most have sent their students home.
Some students who had campus jobs or were
in the graduate programs stayed at college
due to the outbreak where they lived or the
fact that they didn’t have a job back home to
help pay for college.
“This virus has changed so much at college,” said Caleb D, a freshman at Pensacola Christian College, who opted to stay on
campus. “On campus, we now have to sit
with one seat between each other in the dining halls in order to stay within six feet of
each other, and groups any larger than ten
people are strongly advised to disperse down
to fewer people. Online classes are new too,
and because there was little warning that the
entire college learning program would have
to be switched to an online format, the setup
for each class is slightly different. The biggest change for me is that we don’t meet for
church or classes anymore, but do classwork
in our dorms or in the library.”
“Students were allowed to stay on campus if they wished,” said Connor D, also a
freshman at PCC. “They gave free room and
board for those who stayed and worked fifteen hours or more per week. All the changes
and precautions have become the new normal for PCC right now. It is strange living
in a world full of panic, but life still goes on,
and we’re taking it one step at a time.”
“Well, now I am home,” said Emma,
freshman at Bob Jones University. “It is nice

because I am able to be with my family. But I
do miss my friends, and online school is not
ideal. But, overall it seems to be not too bad,
and I have really enjoyed being home.”

Emma, alumni, shares the kitchen table with her
parents and siblings as they work through their
online work together.

Caleb and Connor, alumni, have their dorm room and
desk all to themselves, as they work through
online college classwork.

The sophomore class created their own online polling to get answer to some of their questions.

College testing cancelled
Information for students about SAT/ACT
by Caleb P, junior

E

verything is cancelled, life has stopped, or
that’s what is seems. Due to COVID-19,
College Board cancelled the March 14, May
2, and June 6 SAT and SAT Subject Test
administration. ACT has also responded to
COVID-19 by rescheduling their tests from
April 4 to June 13. Students are required to
change their schedule, and many are not sure
what to expect.
“Well, it’s a bit annoying because I
would’ve liked to get a head start on it, but
now I’ll have to wait till the beginning of
next year,” said Ethan C, junior.
Since the March, April, and June SATs
are cancelled, refunds are available; however, College Board is planning to provide
weekend SAT administrations every month
through the end of the calendar year, beginning in August.
“So I was supposed to take my ACT on
April 4, but it got cancelled,” said Haston
H, senior. “So ACT gave me the option to
either get a refund or take the test on a different day. Unfortunately, the only other day
available was June 13 which is the day before
my birthday.”

ACT is still planning for a June 13 date,
but has stated that if the rescheduled date
cannot work out, they will be giving refunds.
Test takers are now in full anticipation for
the next big news about schedule since SAT
and ACT are still trying to figure out the best
solution. For some, the longer wait time will
become will benefit them. After all, this is an
important test to study for.
“I don’t mind because it will give me
more time to study,” said Andrew C, junior.
The long wait time will prove beneficial
to some students, but for others, especially
seniors, they will need to take the tests as
soon as possible to make sure college applications and other important material can be
completed.
College board and ACT are still in the
process of figuring out how they will execute
the best plan if testing this summer is not an
option. Parents and students can go to their
websites (collegeboard.org and act.org) and
be updated on what plan of action they will
do. As for now, the health and safety of individual students are important, and any solution will be implemented to keep them safe.

Because of COVID-19, parents and students should understand what will happen to SAT/ACT’s schedule.
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New York News
Senior trip cancelled
by Alyssa R, senior

T

he seniors had planned their senior trip
to NYC for March 30 to April 1, but
after schools were shut down, the annual trip
was cancelled. They had many sight-seeing
activities planned, such as watching “Wicked” on Broadway, shopping in Times Square,
and going to see the Freedom Tower.
“I am really sad about not being able to
go on our senior trip,” said Andrea B, “but
it is always better to take precautions just to
be safe.”
“I was shocked when our senior trip was
cancelled,” said Haston H. “I didn’t really
think that would ever happen. I am just having to accept the fact that it was not meant
to be, but now I am looking forward to summer!”
The seniors have talked about possibly
doing a fun activity all together when the
coronavirus situation calms down, even the
possibly of rescheduling the whole trip; but
it doesn’t look possible yet. The seniors are
wondering if they will have to do a virtual
trip!

“I think for sure we could do something
like a cookout, or just a class party in general,” said Haston Hamilton.
“I’m upset about it, especially since this
year has just been really crazy, but I hope we
can still do something fun as a class,” said Julia W.
“Senior parents have been discussing
moving graduation parties to the middle of
August, and planning ‘Send Off to College’
parties instead,” said Mrs. Dyck, newspaper
advisor. “I think that’s a great way to still capture the celebration at the end of their high
school career.”
After a brief discussion with the senior
class, Mr. Bradford decided to give them
the senior trip week off of school as originally planned. He is also still hopeful that the
academy can hold a graduation ceremony
sometime this summer so that seniors can
receive their diplomas and take pictures in
their cap and gowns.
The seniors seem to be going through it
all with school being cancelled for the rest
of the academic year, but they for sure are
making the most out of what they are being
given!

Students are learning new skills to keep them busy during quarantine.

ust days before the school was closed for
the rest of the year, Mr. Bradford called
the junior and senior high students into the
chapel room to announce the cancellation of
2020 ODACS, causing mixed feelings for
everyone in the room.
This was the very first time that schools
had decided to cancel all stages of ODACS
which included regional and state competitions, as well as the AACS national competition at BJU. Relief, happiness, sadness,
and unbelief flooded the room, with some
students feeling a burden lifted from their
shoulders, and others feeling disappointment that all the work, time, and effort put
in would not be able to be seen or used.
“While I was not able to do the work I
had prepared so long to do, I was also quickly relieved of a lot of pressure,” said Ethan
C, junior.
“I was sad about it because a lot of us
had worked really hard, but God has a bigger
plan for it all,” said Kylen W, sophomore.
This is the final ODACS for the senior
class, and having it cancelled added to the
disappointment of some students.
“I think it has advantages and disadvantages. Honestly, I’m more saddened that my

by Ava J, junior

D

uring this time of social distancing,
many students have more free time
than normal. This free time can be consumed
by phones and social media, such as: Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, and TikTok.
During quarantine, these apps have given students a source of outside communication while they are stuck inside. Students can
see what everyone else is doing while social
distancing and can be entertained by their
posts, as well. Some apps help people to stay
informed about the condition of the nation.
Social media can serve as an escape from
focusing on the frustrations and problems at
hand. Twitter and TikTok have funny content to share with friends and help to forget
the quarantine for a while. Social media is a
place to express feeling and thoughts, as well
as some comedic abilities. Screen time goes
up as more time is spent on social media.
“This is low-key embarrassing, but I spent
a total of 33 hours on social media last week,”
said Haston H, senior. “I spent 11 hours on
TikTok, 6 hours on Snapchat and 5 hours
and 30 minutes on Instagram. I definitely
feel it has been away to stay connected to
friends and escape the craziness of life going
on around us.”
“Yikes! I have an average of about 8 hours

of screen time on my phone, including all
other apps that don’t relate to social media,”
said Amy F, sophomore. “I use YouTube, Disney+, and messages the most. I’ve definitely
been using social media to take breaks from
daily schooling. I tried (but failed) doing the
plank challenge with my brother, but it was
so hard.”
Instagram and Snapchat have been used
to keep in touch with what friends have been
doing during their free time.
“TikTok is definitely my most used social
media app,” said Jordan P, senior. “Social media is kind of an escape, bit it can be kind of
worrying at times.”
TikTok is a growing social media app,
that gives a source of laughter and fun activities to try. There are fun food videos to make
and challenging moves to try. Some popular
trends have been making whipped coffee, the
plank challenge, and cutting hair at home.
“I’ve been on TikTok a lot, and I’ve definitely made the whipped coffee all over TikTok,” said Kiersten G, junior.
Social media has given everyone in quarantine an opportunity to escape from the
worry of the growing virus. It has also given us a way to connect with our friends and
extended family. Social media consumes our
time with cool activities and challenges to
occupy our copious amount of free time.

Can you guys hear me?
by Kiersten G, junior

Thoughts about ODACS cancellation

J

Connecting with the outside world

Teachers’ takes on virtual teaching

NODACS?!
by Andrew C, junior

Social media in quarantine

last ODACS was cancelled,” said Jameson R,
senior.
“I miss the moments we would have had
together in getting ready, the excitement and
sadness on the day of competition, and yet
here I am thanking the Lord for all the many
blessing we have been given,” said Mrs. Darby, project coordinator.
“None of your work has been done in
vain,” she continued. “Your gifts will continue to grow no matter the outcome. Yes,
the adventure in front of us is different then
what we expected, but with the right attitude, it will make you better in your area of
expertise. Always remember, God makes no
mistakes!”
“On another note, you can see the results
for the Level II and Level III testing and creative writing competition on the ODACS
website. Our overall scores have given us
first place in these categories. The Lord truly
is good!”
With ODACS cancelled, students do feel
less pressure and are more relaxed. Hopefully, students who have prepared their projects,
music, tests, or art from this year will be able
to use what they learned next year and bring
Fairfax the win!

C

ontrary to the wishes of many students,
classes are continuing regardless of the
fact that school is not in session due to the
COVID-19 crisis. This has been a very big
adjustment for the students, but it has been
just as new for all the teachers and staff. In
mid-March, the teachers had a meeting
where Mr. Bradford, Mr. Briggs, and Mr.
Vasquez demonstrated how to record online
lectures and use new tools on Sycamore that
were available, but previously not necessary.
While it can be easy to simply record a
lecture and PowerPoint presentation, many
teachers have used this new online learning
as an opportunity to get creative! Mr. Armstrong has been including musical transitions
in his virtual classroom, and Mrs. Bradford
even featured her neighbor’s dog to demonstrate the concept of big and little to her K-3
class.
Another tool that a few teachers have implemented into this new format for school
is Zoom. Zoom is a platform for classes to
video chat and talk to both the teacher and
other classmates in real time. Mr. Briggs has
scheduled weekly Zoom calls for his classes,
as well as Mr. Armstrong, Mrs. Page, and
even Ms. Koechig’s 6th grade class.
“From my perspective, students and
teachers alike have done a great job of adjusting to distance learning. Still, I greatly miss
having in-person discussions with the stu-

dents,” commented Mr. Armstrong, history
teacher. “Even with Zoom, it’s hard to replicate the in-person experience. However, the
online learning and collaboration experience
is helping students build skills that will help
them in their future careers.”
“Thankfully, most of our work was finished on the yearbook, although we are doing a few small online projects to continue
with the newspaper production,” said Mrs.
Dyck, journalism teacher. “We will definitely
have new stories to tell this year with all of
the coronavirus and quarantine issues. There
should some interesting articles in April and
May.”
Online learning is a new experience for
students, teachers, and parents but it is important for everyone involved to have patience with each other and with technology
itself. So far, the teachers have stepped up
to the challenge and tried their best to give
their students the best learning opportunities
they can amidst a completely new format of
teaching.
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Cutting the year short
Students open up about online classes
by Andrea B, senior

W

hen the governor announced that all
schools in the state of Virginia would
close for the rest of the year, that not only
meant ending the 2020 school year earlier
than usual, but also meant canceling many
extracurriculars, like girls’ soccer, spring
concerts, and the annual ODACS Fine Arts
competition.
“It’s sad that we won’t get to return to
school this year,” said Alyssa R, senior. “I
wanted to play soccer one last time before I
graduated.”
This news seems to be affecting the senior
class the most. Not being able to participate
in their final ODACS and spring concerts is
part of the disappointment, but other very
special activities, such as the senior trips to
New York and the Wilds are also cancelled.
“I’m upset that I can’t have a senior trip
with my class,” said Jordan P, senior, “but I
understand why we are unable to go.” It’s a
completely unique situation that the school
has never dealt with before.
On the other hand, online schooling
seems to have mixed reactions. Some students say it’s easier than going to school early in the morning, yet others are saying it’s
harder since you can’t get questions answered
immediately.
“Online school is more relaxing to me,”
said Amy F, sophomore, “but a big downside
is not being able to immediately communicate with teachers when I have questions.”
“Honestly, online school is a blessing and
a curse in my opinion,” said Kiersten G, junior. “It’s really great to be able to work at my
own pace, and I can usually get my school-

work done pretty quickly; but it also allows
for me to get distracted very easily, and I’ve
lost a lot of motivation to work really hard
in school.”
“Online school is a little bit harder than
I thought,” said Isabella S, sophomore. “It is
pretty easy to contact the teachers because
they normally answer pretty quickly.
With no longer seeing each other every
day, students have to communicate with
their classmates or friends to ask any questions about the classes or just to keep in
touch. Students have come up with different
ways to talk to each other without the faceto-face contact.
“I am communicating with my classmates and friends using text, phone calls,
Instagram DM, FaceTime and Zoom,” said
Aly L, freshman.
“My class has a group chat in which almost all of our classmates can talk to each
other about homework and school help,” said
Caleb P, junior.
“I am keeping in touch with my friends
through daily Facetiming, texting, snapping, and Instagram Direct Messaging,” said
Haston H, senior. “I also make sure to send
funny Tik Toks videos I find as well.”
Nobody ever planned for a big virus like
this to happen. It’s definitely affected all of
our lives and changed our schedules right and
left. But even in these unpredictable times,
we must not forget that God has a plan for
us all, and there is a purpose in everything
He does.

Communication challenges
Ups and downs of dealing with Sycamore
by Elizabeth T, freshman

O

nline school has been in play for quite
a few weeks due to the coronavirus initiating social distancing; however, the rate at
which this transition occurred led to extreme
measures in order for students to get back to
schooling. FBTA is using the Sycamore online grading and communication system to
organize online teaching and assignments.
Students will be spared alternatives such as
summer school by utilizing this platform.
Up until March, Sycamore was used
mostly for communication and recording
grades. Although it contains some features
for online school, it wasn’t primarily used for
that; naturally, this has created some struggles for both teachers and students.
One of the most notable issues with Sycamore is the level of tabs to navigate going
from page to page. On older computers, this
can be a slow and inefficient process to check
each tab for each section of each class.
“It’s [Sycamore] not bad, it just takes time
to navigate,” said David T, sophomore. “My
biggest issue has been the navigation because
of how many clicks it takes. The class homepage does display the majority of needed information which is helpful.”
Some of the features, such as the “pass a
note” feature, have been annoying for both
parents and teachers, and most teachers have
just switched back to email for communication. Teachers have met several times to synchronize their teaching methods, so it is less

confusing for the students, although there
are still many adjustments being made.
“Sycamore is based on platform that is
not designed for online learning,” said Mrs.
Tatum, parent. “I think a good idea would
be for the school to talk to online institutions such as Liberty University which is already well-established [with online learning].
Overall, I appreciate the effort being made in
this unprecedented situation.”
The Fairfax Public School system took
three weeks off to plan for their online learning, but has also run into its own problems,
having to switch from Blackboard Learn
24-7 system to Google classroom.
The challenges involved are having to
adapt quickly to a system and doing the best
with what is available. Should these changes
become even longer term, FBTA may want to
look into a more online purposed platform.
There are definitely pros and cons to a
temporary online school system. Fortunately,
the schedule is much looser; however, unfortunately, students experience some strife with
the platform.
In talking with the seniors on a Zoom
session, Mr. Bradford, school administrator,
got an update on how they were progressing.
“While they are bummed with all the
things they are missing out on because of the
virus, they were quite positive regarding the
distance learning,” said Mr. Bradford. “They
felt the workload has balanced out, and they
seemed to be doing pretty well.”
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FAMILIES, continued from page 1

“My family watches movies, plays games,
goes outside, plays badminton, runs, and
other outside activities,” said Andrew C, junior.
Some families even sing together!
“My family watches movies, sings, goes
on walks, and plays games,” said Alexandra
L, freshman.
Besides movie nights, walks, reading, and
sing-alongs, families can also learn new hobbies together, such as learning new languages
with apps such as Duolingo. If baking is more
of a family’s style, there are countless online

recipes that can be used to make something
delicious. Just remember to follow social distancing rules to ensure that everyone stays
happy and healthy!

Andrew C, junior, practices his photography during
quarantine. He and his family spend time in outdoor
activities.

How students are holding up
Online learning and new home activities
by Liza F, senior

W

ith online learning, the scheduling
pressures are different than your traditional school day. Students don’t need to
worry about making it to class by a bell or
a specific time. Schedules are more flexible,
giving students the chance to work at their
own pace.
While some students have noticed more
flexible time with online learning, many
students have felt an increased workload. A
reason for that could be the lack of having
a stable schedule where you have a more organized, concentrated working time. Also,
the learning curve getting software and computers at home to work correctly have been
challenging.
“While there are a few pros to online
learning, there are many negatives as well,”
said Haston H, senior. “I know personally
taking test and quizzes online is much harder
than in person. And with the increasing load
of homework, some nights seem extremely
daunting.”
The students who find their schedule
more flexible are finding other activities to
do with their time.

“I’ve been baking a lot of bread and have
started to get into calligraphy,’’ said Andrea
B, senior.
“I am getting a lot of driving time in, and
learning how to grill better,” said Joshua B,
senior.
Schooling at home has definitely been a
new venture for teachers, students, and even
parents. One remarkable thing is how well
teachers are keeping in contact with the students.
The FBTA family has definitely come
together during these trying times, learning
new systems and overcoming difficulties,
and we keep praying for God’s help to get
through them all!

Haston, senior, tries his hand at making a bread frog. He and his family came up with a
beautiful charcuterie board for their Easter celebration.

More free time inside
by Ella S, sophomore

N

ow that the state of Virginia has been
commanded to stay home, everybody
must find a way to entertain themselves inside with limited outside exposure.
Although it’s difficult to find new things
to keep busy with, the students of FBTA have
been doing just that. Some students have
been taking advantage of the nice weather.
“I have been playing outside with my
family more,” said Twila S, sophomore.
Other students have been using this free
time to pick up new hobbies.
“I’ve been picking up on playing the piano and watching a ton of Disney movies!”
said Amy F, sophomore.

With all this free time it’s hard not to
read and binge watch tv shows all day.
“I’ve been reading this amazing book
and watching Netflix series,” said Shakti C,
sophomore.
Lastly, some students have been getting
to know friends better, through text and
FaceTime, forming better relationships with
family and developing a closer bond with
God.
“I have been spending more time getting
to know people over text who I care about
and may not have had this opportunity to
talk to if all this had not of happened,” said
Allie B, freshman. “I’m also growing closer
to God and my family.”

