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Lights,
Camera,
Audition!

Preparations begin for
by Kiersten G, junior

FBTA vs. FBTA:
the ultimate rivalry

Justin Grizzard (left) and John
Fahmy (right), seniors, work
to find an opening in the
Heritage defense.

Guys’ varsity soccer team scores big
by Jayden, junior

F

or the first time in seven years, the FBTA
guys’ soccer team achieved victory against
a rival team who hadn’t lost for their past 53
games. Fairfax beat Heritage 1-0 in a hardfought boys’ soccer game on Friday, Sept. 13.
The Fairfax guys’ soccer team has been
practicing with all of their energy for what
could possibly be the best season that they
have had in years. Practices began a week before school and continued nearly every day
since without complaint, despite the downpours and heat waves of August and September. A passion for soccer and the hunger to
defeat their opponents greatly outweighed
the team’s temptation to become lazy or
sloppy during practice. Led by Mr. Bradford
and team captains Daniel P, John F, Jameson
R, and Justin G, they have encouraged each
other to keep pushing and to keep improving.
The game against Heritage was exciting,
aggressive, and very intense. Fans shouted
and cheered, referees did their best to keep
up with all of the movement on the field,
and players pushed their limits both on the
field and with each other. By the end of the
first half, Fairfax was ahead 1-0, following a
beautiful goal by Andrew C, junior, off of a
corner kick, much to the excitement of the
Fairfax fans and players.
“I just can’t believe he scored,” said Mrs.
Castilla, orchestra director and soccer mom.
“I am so proud of him and the team.”
With the intensity increasing in the second half, several of our senior offensive players were hurt, and the strategy became keeping our goal safe throughout the rest of the
game. When that final triple whistle blew,
Fairfax had held their own and won against
Heritage for the first time in seven years.
Congratulations from teachers and alumni poured in through social media and texts.
“I am just glad that I was able to be a part
of such an outstanding victory for our team

and our school,” said Jameson R, senior.
“[Mr. Bradford said] that he was so proud
of the work of the team and what they have
accomplished this season,” said Mrs. Bradford, K4 teacher.
The soccer team began the season playing
a scrimmage against FBTA alumni as a warmup to help determine what skills they needed
to improve. Unfortunately, the school’s team
lost, but the scrimmage was instrumental in
the team’s growth, as they learned tips, tricks,
and lessons from the more advanced alumni.
The team had several other noteworthy
victories this season including a 6-1 win
against Evangel, another strong rival team.
“I don’t believe that we have had that
great of a win against Evangel since I was in
the 6th grade,” said John F, senior.
The team remained undefeated until
their second faceoff with Heritage, where
they lost 3-1. With two homes games, a
church revival each night early in the week,
and lots of homework, it was a stressful week
for everyone.
“I have so much work to do, and so little
time to do it,” said Peter V, junior.
“I don’t think that I have ever been so
stressed,” said Isaiah J, 8th grade.
Although the struggle was real, the team
made it through the week, tying their game
against Valley, going to church, and staying
focused in school.
“The wise man would put the game secondary to school, because the outcome of
this game will not get us into college,” said
Christian L, senior.
Coach Bradford pushes the team constantly to never get comfortable and to always remain humble. Often their biggest
rival is themselves, losing the game in their
minds and getting in their own way. Remaining in control and keeping their goals
in the forefront will help them stay focused
and win.

O

n Jan. 11 and 12, the 7th-12th graders will be putting on the play, “God
Meant It for Good,” a production that tells
the story of Joseph. The play will be directed by Pastor Abbey and Mrs. Darby, event
coordinator. The directors began auditions
during the second week of school, and they
posted the results the following week.
Nearly every student in the high school
auditioned for a role. Many students have
also expressed interest in participating in the
production of the play, whether that’s helping with makeup or being a stagehand.
“I wasn’t really nervous for auditions,
I was just excited to be a part of the play,”
commented Charity B, sophomore. “Going
to auditions was really fun because you get
to watch your friends act, and it’s fun doing
something other than schoolwork.”

Patriot pace

Put your running shoes on
by Ava J, junior

O

n Oct. 15, FBTA is holding a schoolwide fundraiser called the Patriot Pace,
which is a walking, jogging, and running
event. Students from K4-12th grades collect
sponsors, and run around the soccer field to
raise money for the school. A sponsor can
contribute money for every lap a student
runs or give a flat donation. Since we don’t
want our sponsors to go bankrupt, FBTA
caps the laps at 20.
Every student receives a specially designed t-shirt that has a new design and color every single year. On the day of Patriot
Pace, students wear their t-shirt and pose for
a picture with the entire school. Later in the
year this design is put on different styles of
t-shirt, jackets, and sweatshirts. Parents can
buy spirit wear for their student to wear on
special days, at P.E., and every Friday.
In previous years, the money that was
donated went toward a specific goal for the
school, such as iPad carts, iPads for juniors
and seniors, the water bottle dispensers, new
playground equipment, and other helpful
items. This year our school is focusing on remodeling our playground.
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Daniel P, senior, looks for an
opportunity to pass the ball.

John F, senior, congratulates Andrew C, junior,
immediately after his winning goal against Heritage.

Both Pastor Abbey and Mrs. Darby have
experience in theatre arts and play productions. They are both extremely excited about
the potential of the student body in this play.
“Watching you all audition was really exciting,” said Pastor Abbey. “As I heard each
individual speak, I began to picture them as
the different characters.”
“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” said Mrs.
Darby. “Some of these students are so talented. I know this play is going to be great!”
Putting on this play is a great opportunity to have fun and use the gifts God gave us
in a creative way. There’s a place for everyone
to help in the production, even if acting is
not your forte. Don’t hesitate, find a way to
get involved today!

“We are planning to have separate playground areas for the different grades. The
lower grades K4-2nd will have their own
playground area, while the 3rd-6th have a
space to themselves,” said Mr. Briggs, athletic
director.
“During the summer, we have been
working on the layout. We’re planning to
have enough money to buy this awesome
new playground,” said Mrs. Darby, event coordinator.
Since the Patriot Pace is the only fundraiser of the school year, students are encouraged to collect as many sponsors as possible.
Not only will students get the new supplies
and tools, but classes with 100% participation will receive a class party. In previous
years, iPads, amazon gift cards, Sweet Frog
gift cards, and more cool prizes are given
out to students with the greatest amount of
sponsors.
As the Patriot Pace approaches, Mr.
Bradford will go over more details about this
exciting day. The shirts are being printed and
will ship soon. Start thinking about possible
sponsors so you might be able to win some
prizes!
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The bigger New year, new career
New teachers and staff at FBTA
the better
s the hustle and bustle of the new school
year began, the students started to adapt
to changes—one of which was the new faculty.
This year FBTA has several new staff
members:
Miss DeKeyser is the
office Administrative Assistant. She graduated
with a degree in Church
Ministries and Bible from
Ambassador Baptist College, and worked as a teen
counselor at the Bill Rice
Ranch.
Miss Lashley is our
new English teacher. She
graduated with an English
degree and a minor in
Music from Crown College of the Bible, and is
currently working on her
master’s degree of Secondary Education.
Miss Lawlor is the
new 5th grade teacher.
She graduated with a degree in Elementary Education and an Associates
in Christian Ministry
from Bob Jones University, and also worked as a camp counselor for

several years while preparing for and attending college.
“My favorite thing is working with the
kids. I really love how well they work together as a team,” said Miss Lawlor.
Mrs. Crane is helping Miss DeKeyser in the
Academy Office. Mrs.
Crane’s son, Ethan, junior, attended the academy last year, and their
family is a welcome addition to FBTA.
“I enjoy the friendly
staff and students,” says Mrs. Crane. “It’s a
very relaxed environment.”
Mr. Smith, or Coach
Doug, works in the athletic department. He
graduated from Bob
Jones University, with a
degree in Christian Ministries, and is currently
working on a degree in
history from Southern New Hampshire University. He worked as Wilds’ camp counselor
for eight summers, as well as serving on their
staff for two years.
“Pastor Abbey approached me about
coming here to work after a wedding,” said
Coach Doug, “and then I had a conversation with Mr. Bradford about working in the
athletic department.” Coach Doug is also

coaching our junior high
boys’ soccer team.
Some of the elementary teacher’s have shuffled
classes. Miss Koechig has
moved from 5th grade
to 6th grade, and Mrs.
Hwang has moved from a
teacher’s aide to teaching
our large K4 class. She
also teaches elementary
art classes.
Mrs. Probus has returned after a year off,
moving from the K3 class
to teaching kindergarten.
Two new teacher’s
aides have joined the staff.
Returning after several
years is Mrs. McCoy, who
is helping with kindergarten; and a new aide, Mrs.
McCleese, who is helping
with both preschool and
elementary classes. Mrs.
McCleese has three children in the school in 3rd,
4th, and 7th grades.
The new additions to
FBTA have been a blessing. The students look
forward to seeing the
many fun activities and personality traits
these staff members may have brought along.
More information on FBTA staff members appear on the website: FBTAcademy.
org.

Amy poses in front of one of England’s
iconic red telephone booths.

Two families visited England, taking in
all of the sights and sounds.

This family walked across the
largest Gypsum Sand Dunes in the world.

by Amy F, sophomore

Elective classes bigger
in size, better in purpose
by Caleb P, junior

E

lectives. Bigger, better, and more of it.
This is the year where FBTA electives in
the senior high are being upgraded from bigger to biggest and from better to best. There
are specifically two electives that received an
upgrade: French and Anatomy.
In the past few years, Anatomy has been
a half-credit course because students only
meet three times a week for classes. This year,
however, the students meet five days a week,
which allows more material to be covered,
and a full-credit course to put on your resume.
“I liked how Anatomy is now a full credit,” said Andrea B, senior. “Since I have a longer time to finish my coloring pages, I don’t
feel stressed out.”
“Anatomy will help me in my future field
of study, and having a course that will count
as a full credit will greatly help,” said Andrew
C, junior.
French was added to the list of classes a
couple of years ago and has been a half-credit course meeting three times a week. This
year, the students taking French now meet
five days a week which makes this elective a
full-credit language course.
“French has always been a cool and fascinating language to me,” said Jayden L, junior.
Now with a bigger schedule and full credit classes, students have even more reasons to
take electives.
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Student Council and
Class Reps 2019-2020
Jameson R, President
Daniel P, Vice President
Liza F, Secretary
Julia W, Treasurer
Haston H, 12th Grade Rep
Peter V, 11th Grade Rep
Amy F, 10th Grade Rep
David H, 9th Grade Rep
Ian J, 8th Grade Rep
Ben B, 7th Grade Rep

Congratulations
Chamber Choir
Soprano
Shakti
Gabrielle
Soriya*
Hasset
Liddy
Elizabeth
Kylen

Alto
Andrea
Maia
Liza*
Lauren
Cayli
Savannah
Julie

Tenor
Andrew
Jianna
Daniel
Caleb
Jayden*

Bass
Josh
Matthew
Christian
Justin
Aaron
Jameson
Peter*
Diego

* Section leaders for
Academy Choir and
Chambers

Summertime fun in the sun
Students of FBTA travel through the summer
by Haston H, senior

E

very day the bell always rings at the exact
same time, 3:15 p.m., but on the final
day of school, it is more than just any other
end to a day—it is the start of a brand new
summer; and for many, a much-needed vacation.
This article features three family vacations: two families traveling in Europe, and
one family traveling in the Wild West.
Amy and John’s parents saw the opportunity of a lifetime, when their relatives’ wedding took place in Ireland. They made flight
plans to arrive in the UK eight days before
the wedding, arriving first in London and
immediately inundated with all different
sites to see. They saw Big Ben and the Queen
of England’s main London residence, Buckingham Palace.
“My favorite part of traveling in England
was seeing all of the amazing red telephone
boxes,” said Amy, sophomore. “But I loved
Ireland the most; it was for sure the most

beautiful place I have ever been.”
While in Ireland, they saw Dublin and
Mullingar, with its beautiful green sloping
hills.
“It was such an amazing trip visiting London,” said John, senior. “I loved going and
visiting the palace and seeing the guards. I
also loved to go shopping.”
Colin and his family also enjoyed an
exciting trip to England this past summer.
They mainly vacationed in London, as well,
visiting many of London’s most iconic tourist
destinations, such as the Tower of London,
the London Zoo, Buckingham Palace, and
the London Bridge.
“My favorite part of the trip was for sure
visiting Chelsea’s stadium,” said Colin, freshman, which was no surprise given he is an
avid soccer fan and player.
This summer another family went on a
road trip across the Wild West. The trip took
three and a half days just to get to Texas to
visit their grandparents. Taking their grand-

parents along, they drove to Alamogordo,
New Mexico, which is home to the largest
gypsum dune field in the world.
“In certain spots it looks like the Arctic,”
exclaimed Lauren, senior. “Because the sand
is white it reflects the heat. It was cold and
you could walk on it barefoot, despite the
100 degree temperature that day. This was
my favorite part of our trip.”
They also visited the site where the U.S.
tested the atomic bombs used in WWII.
“It was very sobering to see where such
a huge decision was made affecting so many
people,” said Aaron, sophomore.
On the way back to their grandparents’
house, they drove through Roswell, New
Mexico, notoriously known for its close
proximity to Area 51 and its alleged paranormal activity.
“It was actually pretty creepy with all of
the alien decor around the town,” said Colleen, 8th grade.
No matter whether you stayed here in
NOVA, traveled as far as England, or even
traveled through alien-infested lands, FBTA
hopes all of its students had the best summer
ever!

