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4th grade boys deck out in red for Class Color Day.

100 days

and counting!
100th day celebration
by Amy F, freshman

O

n Thursday, Jan. 31, the student body
of FBTA successfully survived 100 days
of school! Many classes enjoyed cheerful celebrations and tasteful desserts, starting with
Miss Damm’s K3 class to Miss Lamos’s 6th
graders.
Most elementary classes started with normal academics, but ended with kids bouncing off walls while eating lollipops and chocolates! Miss Mueller, the high school Spanish
teacher, also served some delicious snacks to
a few of her classes.
“I loved the donuts Miss Mueller brought!
They weren’t very healthy, but they were still
delicious!” said Charity B, freshman.
Although not every class got an exciting
celebration, the students still enjoyed the
countdown to the 100th day.
“I liked how I actually knew what day we
were on, and realizing it was the 100th day!”
said Hanna F, 4th grade.
“I was just glad I at least got to eat a little candy on the 100th day,” said Andrew H,
5th grade.
Finishing up the day, the end of the year
countdown continued, with only 80 more
school days to go.

Students in K4 count to 100 using small items, including cereal, pretzels, goldfish, and chocolate chips.

Spirit always in season

Classes line up by color in the gym for the pep rally.

Another spirit week in the books
by Connor D, senior

A

t the end of February, FBTA continued its annual tradition of spirit week
to cheer on the final basketball games and to
hold competitions for the best costume and
school spirit.
This year’s spirit week saw a few differences to previous spirit weeks. Fictional Character Day and Zoo Day made their first debut
with great success.
Since Monday was a holiday, the first day
of spirit week was Tuesday, Feb. 19. Fictional
Character Day encouraged students to dress
up as their favorite character from books,
movies, video games, and other fictional media.
“My favorite idea was Fictional Character
Day,” said Ethan C, sophomore, despite being sick for the actual day itself. “I was going
to be Sherlock Holmes,” he said.
“I dressed up as Quicksilver from the
X-Men,” said Caleb P, sophomore.
The winner for the senior high class for
Fictional Character Day was Amy F, freshman, who dressed up as the dentist girl Darla
from Finding Nemo; Virginia T, 3rd grade,
won for the elementary as Nancy Drew; and
Arya B, K4, won for preschool as Rey from
Star Wars.
The next day was going to be Cozy Day,
but a heavy snowfall and ice the evening before canceled school, which made quite a fitting “Cozy Day.”
“I enjoyed the day off, because, as Mr.
Bradford said, ‘A snow day is just one, big
cozy day,’” said Ethan.
“The snow day was awesome,” said Aaron
M, freshman.
Students dressed for their respective class
colors for Color Day on Thursday. The colors
for each class were decided by drawing a ran-

Mrs. Acosta’s K4 class comes to visit Mr. Bradford and the academy office on the 100th day of school.

dom color the week before in chapel. Simple
colors like blue and red were mixed in with
more vibrant colors like orange and purple.
The senior class, drawing yellow, took first
place for the day, stringing yellow caution
tape across the gym as they cheered during
the pep rally.
Junior and senior high also played the
number game on Thursday, which consisted
of searching for hidden numbers on post-its
around the school. Not knowing what the
numbers stood for was the risk students took
when they turned them in.
At the pep rally at the end of the day,
each number was explained. Some students
had to sing “You are my Sunshine,” some had
basketball competitions, some had to clean
the lunchroom or the gym, and some got to
deliver a pie in the face to the most unlucky
number holder.
The last day of spirit week was Zoo Day,
which opened up the opportunity to dress up
as anything found at a zoo. Animals, tourists, as well as a number of inanimate objects
were all fair game. Nyla W, 2nd grade, won
as a giraffe in the lower elementary category;
Natalie B, 4th grade, won for the upper elementary as a jellyfish; and Andrew C, sophomore, won the day for junior and senior high
dressed as a popcorn bag.
After totaling all of the points gained by
each class over the entire week, the senior
class won first place in the junior/senior high
category, just in front of the sophomore class,
who placed second.
Spirit week has always been a great opportunity to show school spirit and has been
a highlight of the school year along with the
Patriot Pace. Every year is a slightly different
week to keep spirit week fresh, inventing new
days while bringing back older favorites.

The final days are decided by the student council, which discuss proposed days
at length and then decide the order for the
week itself.
Student Body Treasurer, Caleb D, senior,
introduced a suggestion box that students
could fill with spirit day suggestions to be
discussed by the student council.
A majority of suggestions for this spirit
week asked for Cozy Day, which, ironically,
was the one day that was snowed out.

Students eagerly await finding out if their number is up.

photos by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

Preschool classes compete for the best-dressed
fictional character.

High schoolers dress as Mario, Luigi, and Waluigi.

Students enjoyed dressing up as animals on Zoo Day.
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It’s SNAC time
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Sunday night after church teen time
by Haston H, junior

S

A race against time

Brainstorming really
helps when you are
stuck on a concept.

Yearbook team holds 3-hour marathon to meet deadlines
by Liza F, junior

I

f you think running a marathon is challenging, then you should attend an FBTA
yearbook marathon. A few times a year, the
yearbook staff holds after-school marathon
sessions where they work for three hours at
a time to provide you with the best yearbook
you can possibly have.
Students work from 3:30 after school until the start of Wednesday evening services.
While it is a lot of hard work and commitment, students still get to have fun as they
brainstorm, network together, and learn
more about each other.
Mrs. Dyck also provides the staff with
Subway sandwiches which are delicious and
much-needed. The staff is required to complete parts of their yearbook pages, so they

don’t get too off track or caught up in all the
fun and chaos.
“Yearbook marathons are always my favorite journalism activities,” said Haston H,
junior. “It is always such a great time.”
“I thought we got a lot done,” said Hart
Z, yearbook editor. “It’s great to see the new
staff members learn about the software and
the basics of making a yearbook.”
“I loved the experience, and the food was
delicious,” said Amy F, new freshman staff
member.
“It was really fun and productive,” said
Ava J, sophomore.
Mrs. Dyck and the students put in a lot
of effort and dedication to give you the most
personable, precious memory for the year.

NAC stands for Sunday Night After
Church activity.
On Sunday, Jan. 6, the teens of FBT enjoyed a new snack night after church. This
is just one of the many positive things that
Pastor Kyle, FBT youth group leader, has
added to the former FBTeens, now known
as the Catalyst. He chose this name, because
we want to create change without compromising.
Pastor Kyle planned for the teens to bring
board games to play while eating the snacks.
They had Uncle Julio’s Mexican Restaurant
cater the chips, guacamole, and salsa. There
was also homemade chili, tater tots, hot dogs,
and chips.
“I loved the food! It was all so yummy
and delicious!” said Julie U, senior.
While the teens were eating, they also
played board games. You could hear many
teens shouting out as they won or lost intense
board games.
“I loved crushing absolutely everyone in
Apples to Apples,” said Hart Z, senior.

Whether you won or lost, everyone had
a great time eating and playing games with
their friends.
“I had so much fun at the SNAC, and
I hope there will be another one soon,” said
Joshua B, junior.
After eating as much chips and guacamole as they could, and playing board games
with friends, there was a group effort to help
the leaders clean up the gym and put everything back the way it was. Teen SNAC night
was a smashing success, and many teens are
looking forward to the next one.

Miss Koechig’s 5th grade students line up to pile toppings on their favorite ice cream.

Will you be My Valentine?
Celebrating Valentine’s Day
Jinnea Bullock, sophomore class rep, practices her conversation skills with visitors to the Open House.

Come one, come all!

The FBTA Open House was a success!
by Hart Z, senior

N

Zakaria, Mrs. Darby, Mrs. Mitchell, Mr.
Bradford, and Mr. Briggs. Also, our preschool supervisor, Mrs. Vasquez helped lead
tours of our preschool and answer questions
for new parents.
“It’s really nice to work in this event,”said
Mrs. Zakaria, academy A/R secretary. “You
kind of fall in love with our school again
when you see it through someone else’s eyes.
We have a great place, and it’s just wonderful
to show others and have people see what we
see and love what we love.”
We are thankful for the wonderful impact
of this event. Let’s be in prayer for the upcoming school year.

o snow? Power in all the classrooms?
Yes, the Jan. 22 FBTA Open House was
a success this year.
For the last few years, there has been snow
and Fairfax County power outages on Open
House day, so it came as a delight this year to
find out that the roads, although cold, were
safe enough to have the event.
Open House is the day where families
reenroll for the next school year. Also, new
prospective families come and take a look at
what goes on in our school.
The student council leads new families
on tours and helps answer questions with the
academy office staff.
“Talking to the
parents was out of
my comfort zone,
but it was a good
experience,” said Jinnea B, sophomore
class representative.
The office staff
that made this day
Hart Z, student body president, plays the piano for the assembly while Connor D,
possible were Mrs.
student body vice president, leads students in reciting the Scripture passage.

by Ava J, sophomore

A

s Valentine’s Day approached, everyone
was on the edge of their seat to hear the
famous question of February: “Will you be
my valentine?”
While many in our school were disappointed to spend this year’s Valentine’s Day
alone, this disappointment soon washed away
when the Valentine’s Day parties started.
From K3 all the way to 12th grade, the students were getting prepared, as the teachers
also prepared themselves for the sugar-filled
day.
As the elementary parties started later
in the afternoon, the junior and senior high
were surprised to see neat, freshly-printed
stacks of newspapers on the counter in the
hallway. As the students began to read, they
realized that their parents had sent in Valentine’s Day messages to be printed in a special
edition of the newspaper.
During the elementary parties, the newspapers were being passed out to each individual classroom. Many students frantically
browsed the paper looking for their name.
Some elementary students had ice cream
parties along with their valentines.
“I liked eating my sundae that Ms. Bowers gave us,” said Christopher R, 3rd grade.
“The ice cream that Mrs. Rodriguez gave
us was so delicious, but eating it with my
friends made this my favorite part of my par-

ty,” said Kinzlee J, 4th grade. Other students
take joy in passing out their treats that they
brought.
“Giving my classmates candy was the
best part of my day,” said Mika D, 1st grade.
Some students are simply satisfied by
making crafts.
“Drawing rainbows on my heart paper
with Mrs. Bradford was really fun!” said Caleb T, K4.
At the end of the day, the teachers happily send the students home as some of them
start their sugar crash. The parents pick up
their hyper kids from school while the teachers breathe a sigh of relief that another successful Valentine’s Day has come to a close.

Emma P and Bella V, 3rd grade, show off their valentine’s boxes for the party.
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The seniors sang, “The Star Spangled Banner” before the final game on Senior Night.

A night to remember

Seniors and parents are recognized during
special ceremony
by Julie U, senior

T

he seniors of Fairfax Baptist Temple
Academy were recognized during their
home basketball games Friday night, Feb. 1.
The jv boys, and both varsity girls’ and boys’
teams played an intense night of basketball
against Landmark Christian School. The varsity girls won their game, and afterward the
seniors had their special moment.
“Senior night was a really memorable
night for me,” said Melanie T, senior. “From
being able to walk out with my parents, to
being able to see how emotional we all got
afterwards. I also loved singing the national
anthem with my class. It was fun to practice
with them, and see how the song turned out
in the end.”
Before each final game of the night during
basketball season, the school plays a record-

ing of the national anthem while everyone
pledges to the American flag; however, the seniors decided to learn their own arrangement
of “The Star Spangled Banner” and perform
it that evening. The audience immensely enjoyed the performance.
“Despite losing to the Landmark guys
afterwards, senior night was a wonderful
night,” said Connor D, senior. “The seniors
got food from Glory Days afterwards to eat,
and we stayed in the gym afterward to celebrate. The food was really good.”
Not only did the seniors get recognized
that night, but they also had a fellowship afterwards in the gym and also played another
round of basketball against each other.
“I really enjoyed the time I had with my
class after the basketball games,” said Hart Z,
senior. “It was a great time for getting closer
as a class.”

Senior basketball guys get ready for their game against Landmark on Senior Night.

Dribble it, pass it,
we want a basket!

FBTA patriots keep Valley tournament tradition
by Alyssa R, junior

T

he varsity girls’ and boys’ basketball
teams attended the annual Valley Basketball Tournament on Jan. 18. The tournament was originally supposed to be a twoday, overnight tournament, but because the
expected weather was not supposed to be safe
to travel on the roads, the tournament ended
up being only one day.
“I was a bit disappointed that we didn’t
get to stay at the hotel this year because of
the snow. It was the one and only time that I
wished for no snow!” said Connor D, senior.
“I wasn’t expecting the outcome of the
games,” said Caleb P, sophomore, “but overall, it was very enjoyable.”
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Because the tournament was condensed
into one day, the teams had to wait a few
hours to play each game. In between games,
the coaches and adults decided to take the
teams out to eat at a restaurant of their
choice: Burger King, Arby’s, or Taco Bell.
“It was a fun experience even though we
lost. It was fun going out to eat for dinner
in between games,” said Peter V, sophomore.
The boys lost both of their games against
Gil Grove and Frederick, and the girls beat
Valley in overtime but lost to Frederick in the
second game. The girls took 2nd place in the
overall tournament.
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Jonathan B and Tyler A, seniors, get comfortable in their House of Representative seats.

Seniors in the Senate

Senior class visits Richmond for ODACS
down to business.
Government Day
by Nathan H, senior

O

DACS Senior Government day is when
all the regional ODACS schools head
down to the State Capitol in Richmond, VA,
for a day to learn about the workings of the
state government.
At 6:30 a.m., the senior class showed
up at FBTA, still tired, but also excited for
the coming day. Members of the class piled
into the school bus, eating cronuts and coffee, while Mr. Bradford drove them to Richmond and their intended destination: the
State Capitol.
The senior class was joined by senior classes from several other ODACS schools, and
they went as a group to the chamber where
the state House of Representatives meets.
The House majority leader spoke about how
the legal process at the State Capitol works.
The students sat in the seats of the Representatives and were able to use the call buttons
and desk microphones when asked questions
by the House majority leader.
After that, the class took a tour of the
building, and got to learn about the history of the house and the legal system there,
and later, sat in on part of a meeting of the
House.
Several members of the senior class
commented on how the House procedures
dragged on for a seemingly unnecessary
length of time, just taking care of things like
acknowledging members in the gallery who
were visiting before they could actually get

The members of the Virginia House of
Representatives have regular jobs all over
the state and only come together for a few
months of the year. Observing the session
first-hand gave the seniors a greater appreciation for the patience and tolerance representatives must have to handle the many items
on the agenda.
“One thing I learned from this trip is that
I don’t think I could ever be in government,”
commented Jonathan B, senior.
After a quick lunch at a local Subway, the
class stopped off at a skyrise overlook of the
city, took some pictures, and practiced singing the national anthem on the observation
deck.
“I enjoyed the trip, although it was a long
drive,” remarked Julie U, senior.
“Mr. Armstrong pointed out so many
interesting sites in the Richmond area,” said
Mrs. Dyck, senior mom who attended. “It
was like talking to a walking encyclopedia
the whole time.”
Learning about the government is very
important, especially for seniors, who will be
voting soon.
“I learned a lot from this experience, and
I am glad I had the opportunity to visit our
local government,” said Hart Z, senior.
Getting to see government up close and
personal has given the class a new appreciation for the men and women who run our
government, and has helped them to make
informed decisions on government and voting.

Art, books, music, oh my!
Sophomores take a history field trip to D.C.
by Emma V, senior

T

he sophomore history class visited the
Renaissance section of the National
Gallery of Art and the Folger Shakespeare
Library in Washington, D.C. on Wednesday,
Dec. 19,
“Our intent was to see how the growth of
education and humanist thought changed the
lives of Europeans from the 1300’s-1600’s,”
said Mr. Armstrong, one of the chaperones as
well as the history teacher.
During their visit to the NGA, they saw
a variety of paintings from the Renaissance
time period, including works by Leonardo da
Vinci and Raphael. They traced the progress
of artwork (primarily from Italy) from Catholic-inspired themes that were flat in appearance to more dynamic works of landscapes
and portraits. The students really enjoyed the
da Vinci painting (the only one in the United
States), which featured details on both sides
of the canvas.
During their visit to the Folger Shakespeare Library, they learned more about
Shakespeare’s role in the Renaissance and in

British literature. They saw researchers toiling away in the library and their tour guide
led them through the various wings of the
museum. The students enjoyed seeing the
Elizabethan Theatre, where they received an
impromptu demonstration of the lute (an
instrument similar to a guitar/mandolin that
was popular in the Renaissance).
“My favorite part about the whole trip
was definitely the man playing the lute at the
library,” said Peter V, sophomore.
The writer of this article would like to give
explicit thanks to Mr. Armstrong for being so
helpful in the information department.
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Just a snow day? or
God’s divine sovereignty
Snow days of 2019
by Jayden L, sophomore

W

Let it snow!

Students get
early (and late) snow days this season
by Liza F, junior

S

now days! Everyone loves them. From
shopping sprees to sleeping in, the students of FBTA were ready for the day off.
On Nov. 17, FBTA had its first snow day of
the year.
“I loved having the snow day off! It was
great to finally be able to sleep in for once!”
said Haston H, junior.
“I spent my snow day with my family and
watching soccer,” said John F, junior.
“I wanted to go outside and play in the
snow, but I got distracted and stayed in instead,” said Connor D, senior.
There was about two inches of snowfall.
While some had fun relaxing and sleeping
in, others were working hard and making
important decisions for our school. The music department had to make the decision to
cancel the first day of band festival and skip

Seniors dash
outside for a quick
photo shoot during
the falling snow.

the overnight stay. They drove safely the following morning.
“I was surprised to see the snow early in
the morning, so we had to make a quick decision,” said Mr. Bradford, school administrator.
The school didn’t suffer a lot of delays or
problems from the extra day off.
‘’We had to push a few things for the
Thanksgiving feast off, but other than that,
we worked together and it turned out well,”
added Mr. Bradford, school administrator.
On Jan. 30, we had another snow day
and two-hour delay the next day. There was
one last snow and ice storm on Wednesday,
February 20, where both school and church
were canceled for the day.
Snow days are always fun and exciting.
Who doesn’t like an extra day off ? Let’s hope
and pray for many more this year!

Winter revival blessings

inter break ended on Jan. 3, and it was
time to for the students of FBTA to
get back to the grind.
Mid-term exams were scheduled to begin on Jan. 15, which meant that students
had a week or so to prepare and cram all the
information they had learned since August
into just a couple of days. This may not have
been a big deal for most, but since the second
quarter ended on Jan. 18, this meant that students would have to do well on their exams
in order to keep their current grade or bump
their grade up higher.
“I am so stressed out right now,” said Ashley T, sophomore. “I am trying to get on the
A honor roll, but it’s very hard.”
On top of all the pressure of exams and
getting good grades, the study body had to
prepare for home basketball games against
Heritage, which happened to be the day before exams were scheduled to begin. Many
students on the basketball teams thought
this busy schedule was too stressful. With the
personal pressure of achieving good grades on
their exams and the public pressure of playing well in their game against Heritage, the
students worried that they would focus too
much on winning the game and not doing
well on their exams or vice versa.
“We really wanted to do our best in this
game against Heritage, especially because it’s
a home game,” said Daniel P, junior.

“It’s my senior year and I really want to
win this game so badly, but it’s my senior
year, and I also need to study and do well on
my exams,” said Stephanie M, senior. “UGGGGH this is too much for me!”
Just as many began to panic, an earth
shattering weather alert came through:
there was a possibility of SNOW!! The snow
was scheduled for Sunday night, but there
wasn’t a clear gauge of how much snow was
supposed to hit the Fairfax area. If the snow
was a significant amount, then the game
would get canceled and exams would be
pushed back a day or so with an extra day
to study. Through the next morning, the
students fervently prayed that God would
allow for a few inches to stick to at least get
a two-hour delay.
“I really want it to snow, but I don’t
want to jinx it, so I’m going to shut my
mouth and pray silently in my mind,” said
Soriya S, sophomore.
God allowed for way more than two
inches and a two-hour delay, but a full snow
day and a two-hour delay the following day!
I think we all learned to trust God a little bit more in those few weeks. Often as
teenagers and adults, we get stressed about
the many responsibilities that we have, but
God has never left or forsaken us and will
always be there to comfort and guide us in
our time of need whatever it may be.
Big or small there is nothing that our
God cannot do.

Evangelist Dave Young preaches at FBTA
by Caleb P, sophomore

E

vangelist Dave Young and
his family came to FBT on
Jan. 27-30 for revival services
and visited the academy to speak
to the students. During this
time, many people were excited
that he came and could not wait
to hear him preach.
“Last week was really awesome, and I really appreciated
how he took his time just to come down to
our chapel to talk to us,” said Daniel R, 8th
grade.
“It’s been over two years since he last
came, and when they announced he was
coming for winter revival, I was really excited!” exclaimed Amy F, freshman.
“He was a huge blessing to me,” said Sarah H. “He preached a message from Ephesians 2, and he made the whole congregation
repeat ‘But God’ and it really encouraged
me.”

Everything was going well
until Tuesday, Jan. 29. Winds
were blowing, ice started to
form, and the whole Washington, D.C. area shut down
because of the storm, and
evangelist Dave Young was
not able to preach at FBT because of those conditions.
Although we did not have
school on Jan. 30, FBT still
wanted to have one more revival service. Pastor Abbey encouraged members to stay home
and watch the live streaming service. Even
though some people did not get the message
and came to the service despite the hazardous
conditions, Evangelist Dave Young was able
to preach and many people watched from
their homes.
We may have obstacles in life and things
that get in our way of worshipping God, but
many times, He will make a way that we
didn’t expect.

Most stressful week
turned winter wonderland

Mrs. Rodriguez’s 4th grade
enjoys the snow before
heading home for the day.

Midterm week interrupted by a snow day
by Kiersten G, sophomore

Bring a spoon to the Super Bowl
Teens snack and watch the Super Bowl at the Tripp’s house
by Caleb D, senior

O

n Feb. 3, after the evening service, the
senior high teens took a trip to the
Tripp’s house for a classic, annual viewing of
Super Bowl LIII.
After the Super Bowl started, the familiar sound of cheers and jeers resounded
throughout the establishment. Snacks and
drinks were provided in order to offer the ultimate viewing experience.
However, watching the Super Bowl wasn’t
the only thing to do at the event. There were
various games and other activities that could
be enjoyed during the game.

“I played games with friends more than I
watched the Super Bowl, although I did see
the touchdown at the very end,” said Hart
Z, senior.
With so many things to do and with how
astoundingly low scoring the game itself was,
there were only a few people that watched
the entirety of the match.
“Honestly, the Super Bowl was kind of
boring, so hanging out with my friends was
my favorite part,” said Zachary T, 7th grade.
Although the game itself may have not
been all that exciting, getting together with
friends definitely was. Many thanks go out

to the Tripps for allowing the teen group
to use the premises and providing snacks
for this annual event.

I

n early January, the students of FBTA endured one of the most dreaded weeks of the
year: midterm week! During this week, students
study hard day and night to do their best on these
strenuous exams.
“I think midterms are important because they
help us remember information that we learned
earlier in the year,” said Ashley T, sophomore.
The test lengths can range anywhere from
twenty-five to two hundred questions. Most
students studied for hours, regardless of the test
length.
“History was my hardest subject, even though
it was my shortest exam,” commented Soriya S,
sophomore.
This year, however, the midterm schedule
was interrupted by almost a foot of snow! This
not only gave many students a day of memories
made on a day off from school, but it also gave
extra studying and preparation time for the exams ahead.
“It was really nice to have that extra day to
study. I think we should make having a snow day
during midterm week a tradition!” joked Amy F,
freshman.

