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It’s now
or never

FBTA prepares for
upcoming ODACS
by Caleb P, freshman

T

Not fake news

High school students pose on the roof of the
Newseum in front of the U.S. Capitol.

High school travels to D.C.’s Newseum
by Julie U, junior

I

n late January, the sophomore, junior, and
senior classes visited the Newseum museum in D.C. Mrs. Bullock, high school English teacher, planned the field trip for her
English classes to help them learn what it
takes to write a good story.
The students spent most of the day at the
Newseum visiting all of the different exhibits
that the museum had. Some of the exhibits
included Pulitzer Prize photos, a section of
the Berlin Wall, and the 9/11 gallery.
“The Pulitzer Prize exhibit was my favorite. It was interesting seeing how far the
photographers would go to take a photo,”
said Jonathan B, junior, when asked what his
favorite exhibit at the Newseum was.
Each grade split up in order for everyone
to have the opportunity to go to every exhib-

it, even though the grades often ended up in
the same place. The teens spent time going
through each exhibit and trying to absorb all
of the information that was presented.
“I really liked the Pulitzer Prize photo exhibit; I thought all of the photos were really
interesting,” said Jordan P, sophomore.
The Pulitzer Prize exhibit was a favorite
with most of the students. Hundreds of prize
winning photos were displayed, along with
the story about how and why they were taken. A 20-minute video explained in more
detail the stories behind many of the pictures.
Mrs. Dyck, journalism teacher, also attended the field trip to point out to her journalism students the effort it takes to get a
good story.
“I enjoyed watching the students get in
front of the cameras and ‘report’ on the news

Lasting impressions
FBTA Open House makes an impact
by Enoch P, senior

O

n Jan. 23, Open House started off in
the morning with parents signing in
and receiving a debriefing from Mr. Bradford. After a quick breakfast, Mr. Bradford
led a tour around the school and held chapel
in the auditorium so everyone could attend.
Mr. Bradford finished up the tour with a special lunch prepared by Mrs. Darby. The student council was also responsible for greeting
folks and providing help at any time in any
way.
“It was exciting, and I was so proud of
the student council members,” said Mrs.
Darby, events coordinator. “Even when it’s
too scary to talk to strangers, they still did
it, and were happy, and engaged in conversation. I couldn’t have done it without them!”

“Mrs. Darby did a great job on the food,
and it was great to help entertain the people,”
said Amy F, 7th grade representative.
“My favorite part was helping serve food,”
said Amelia S, senior class representative. “I
served the chicken noodle soup, and helped
with touring through the school.”
At night, new and returning parents
could register for school next year and also
receive a $100 discount off the registration
fee. Mr. Bradford also announced some new
plans for the upcoming year such as the new
lockers and more musical instruments because of the Patriot Pace.
After the meeting, there were refreshments for everyone, and parents could ask
the teachers and students about the school.

The junior class watches Melanie T relive her childhood as she reports on the news of the day.

of the day,” said Mrs. Dyck. “They could
choose to report on sports, politics, weather,
disasters, etc. It was fun watching them interact with each other, and get a feel for the
details of journalistic reporting.”
The students had a great time learning on
this field trip. It was a great opportunity for
them to be exposed to news, information,
and stories that they would not necessarily
get from a textbook.

he beginning of March marks the beginning of the Old Dominion Association of Church Schools (ODACS) competition, where people from different schools
in the auditorium cheer and roar for contestants who have just placed. What do they do
to win the white, red, or blue ribbon?
Preparing for ODACS is crucial for the
contestants to win in their category. Almost
as soon as the competition is over, students
begin preparing for next year’s ODACS. The
contestants usually find a coach or teacher to
help them in their particular category.
“I prepare speeches and coach for individual speeches,” said Mr. Briggs, ODACS
coach.
The preparation for ODACS is not easy.
The contestant must start early, and must
practice if he or she wants to win.
“My favorite parts [in preparing for
ODACS] are the end results,” said Amy F,
8th grade.
While the contestants practice earnestly
on their projects for ODACS, they can also
enjoy and have fun while working.
“I like being surrounded with my
friends,” said Haston H, sophomore.
Overall, if all of the FBTA’s contestants
can start early, and practice hard, FBTA will
have a high chance in the ODACS competitions.

The senior class poses after a win for the girls.

A senior night to remember
Seniors and parents come together
to celebrate the end of the season
by Jessica K, senior

T

he senior class was commemorated on
the evening of Feb. 2 for some of their
school achievements over the past four years.
The event took place prior to the guys’ basketball game.
“It was nice being recognized and standing by my parents who have been there every
step of the way and have made sacrifices to
send me here for thirteen years,” said Amelia
S, senior.
Mr. Bradford read through some of the
accomplishments of each senior, giving details like their favorite verse, a special school
memory, and future plans for after graduation.

“It was a really nice night, but I’m going
to miss them all so much next year,” said Sarah H, junior.
Afterward, the class went to IHOP to celebrate being seniors. They reminisced about
past elementary memories and even had an
all-you-can-eat pancake contest.
“It is unreal how fast the time has flown
by,” said Mrs. Jacques, senior mom.
The seniors presented their parents with a
box of chocolates and several hugs.
There are not enough words in the world
to express the amount of gratitude seniors
have for their parents and teachers who have
impacted their lives.
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Basketball teams
Soar like the Eagles!

Teens watch the Super Bowl at Boyds’ house
by Nathan H, junior

T

he Sunday evening service on the night
of Super Bowl Sunday was filled with excitement. The teen group, sitting in the front
of the sanctuary, listened eagerly, if not a little bit impatiently, to the message. They were
ready and waiting, because after the service
was finished they would be getting into a van
and driving to Bro. Boyd’s house to watch
the Super Bowl—Eagles vs. Patriots. The majority of the group was decidedly rooting for
the Eagles; however, a few loyal Patriots fans
continued cheering for their team.
The teens packed into the van and set
off to Bro. Boyd’s house, praying that the
crowded and uncomfortable ride would be
over soon.
At the house, there was pizza, soda, chips,
and a variety of other snacks, including the
much-sought-after “Tide Pods,” which were
fruit snacks placed in a Tide Pod container.
Everyone got their food and proceeded into
the living room to watch the game.

“I really enjoyed myself at the party,” said
Connor D, junior. “The food was great, and
so was the game.”
The game was intense, and the teens supporting both teams were cheering. There was
never a dull moment as both the Eagles and
Patriots held the lead at different times. The
Patriots eventually held a slim lead at 33 to
32; however, the Eagles edged out the Patriots in the fourth quarter and began to take
the lead, eventually winning the game 41 to
33. Although there was some sadness among
the Patriots fans, everyone applauded the Eagles win, and was happy for them as it was
their first Super Bowl win.
“I thought it was really cool having everyone in the teen group together to watch the
game,” said Julie U, junior.
Since this was one of Bro. Boyd’s last
youth group events at FBT, the teens had fun
spending time with him and his family.

photos by: Julie Upchurch, junior

Girls’ team placed second
at the tournament.

Both varsity teams go to the valley tournament
by Emma V, junior

T

his year’s basketball tournament at Valley was definitely one of the most exciting tournaments yet. The girls’ team took
second place in the tournament, and seniors,
Amelia S and Jessica K, both made the girls’
All-Tournament team.
Although the boys’ team played hard,
they were not able to place in this year’s tournament. Junior, Luke S, and senior, Jon C,
made the All-Tournament team.
The teams also got the opportunity to
stay overnight at a hotel, as the tournament
spanned from Friday night through Saturday.
“We expected a good game against Valley,” said Connor D, junior. “We figured
that now with more practice under our belt,
we could potentially pull out a win, but our

shots didn’t hit. Despite the loss, I had fun
playing them.”
“I had a lot of fun, even if we didn’t win,”
said Caleb D, a junior. “It showed us what we
needed to work on to improve.”
“I made a lot of great memories at the hotel with the other teammates,” said Jonathon
B, junior. “It was by far the most fun I’ve had
at the Valley Tournament.”
“I had a great time at the Valley Tournament!” said Enoch P, senior. “Even though the
guys didn’t advance, we played hard and had
fun cheering on the girls! The senior guys had
their own room too, which was interesting.”
“I had a lot of fun at the Valley Tournament!” said Melanie T, a junior. “I loved
spending the night at the hotel because we
made many memories!”

Pepperonis, anchovies,
and cheese, oh my!
Teens take over Mod Pizza
Reading Competition

T

he 4th graders had a reading competition for 45 days, where the winner
would receive a gift card, second place a
king-sized candy bar, and third place a regular-sized candy bar.

Keithlee J won 1st place reading 16
books, and received a $10 gift card to Barnes
& Noble.
Oliver S, Tim T, and Samuel V tied for
2nd place reading 8 books each.
Alaina B and Victoria R both tied for 3rd
place reading 5 books each.
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by Peter V, freshman

T

he FBT youth group had a great adventure going to Mod Pizza, where customers could customize their pizza, adding
as much or as little of any topping of their
choice.
Some teens entered a group contest with
a picture of their pizza to try to win $10 to
$50. Estefanía M, junior, took first place for
her artistic pizza. Julie V, senior, took second
place for her pizza.
“I loved being able to put broccoli on my
pizza,” said Emma V, junior.
“I loved going [to Mod Pizza] because of
all the toppings,” said Reagan A, senior.
Mod Pizza gives out sticker labels that
you can personalize and use to decorate the
restaurant. Teens chose to write their names,
friends, favorite sayings, etc., on the labels
and post them on the walls and counters to
mark that they were there.

With Bible Quizzing Competition that
same morning, teens participating in the
competition visited Mod Pizza later in the
day where they were able to customize their
own pizzas and labels, and see the personalization left behind by the earlier group.
“We knew that the teen group had been
here when we started seeing FBT labels all
over the place,” said Connor D, junior.
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Bro. Boyd teaches one of his last Bible classes before leaving to begin the next chapter in his life.

his Father’s business
“I survived 100 days of school!” About
Bro. Boyd answers the call as pastor at
An exciting day for preschool and elementary Collinsville Baptist Tabernacle
by Ava J, freshman

C

ongrats to all students on completing
100 days of school! February 2 was the
100th day of school for FBTA. Most preschool and elementary teachers celebrated by
having fun parties, starting with Mrs. Probus’
K3 class to Ms. Talbert’s sixth grade class.
The preschool started the day right, having a treasure hunt to find 100 Hershey kisses. The K3 and K4 classes started making a
quilt made of 100 objects, some including
pennies, macaroni, and paper clips.

Their final activity of the exciting day was
making trail mix. The whole class pitched in
to help make the delicious snack.
“My favorite part was eating the trail
mix, because I like eating,” said Gavin L, K3.
“I like finding the Hershey kisses, because
I found a lot of them,” said Sophia B, K3.
“I like making the craft, because playing
with glue,” said Samuel S, K4.

The warm water dissolves the colored sugar from the Skittles to form a rainbow.

Students love lab life!

Mrs. Fea shows dedication to her students
by Alyssa R, sophomore

T

he students of FBTA have been having
a great time in the science lab this year.
Nearly every week, the junior and senior high
have one day of science class where they get
to participate in a science experiment in the
lab room.
“I really enjoy the positive atmosphere
Mrs. Fea creates,” said Haston H, sophomore. “The labs are never boring and they are
always exciting. I would recommend science
labs to everyone!”
“I think our labs have been pretty interesting because we are learning about how different substances react, which means we get
to light stuff on fire,” said Julie U, junior.

“Lab offers a unique way to put what you
learn in class to practical use. It is a way in
which you can take the things you learn in
class and see how they can apply to a real
world situation,” said Ben Y, senior.
“Being able to share my love for science
with the students of FBTA brings joy to my
heart!” said Mrs. Fea, lab teacher. “God’s
awesome power and never-ending love can
be clearly seen from the tiniest microscopic
organism to the great expanse of the cosmos!
What a great and mighty God we serve!”
Lab is a super exciting and fun way that
the students can practically apply what they
hear in class into every day use.

by Connor D, junior

I

n late January of 2018, Brother Boyd,
Youth Pastor of Fairfax Baptist Temple,
was the bearer of sad news: He announced
that he and his family would possibly be
leaving FBT to pastor the Collinsville Baptist
Tabernacle in Oklahoma.
Collinsville Baptist Tabernacle has been
without a preacher for over twelve months.
In May of last year, they reached out to Bro.
Boyd as a potential candidate.
“They wanted me to send them a resume
so that they could consider me to be the next
pastor,” said Bro. Boyd. “We had a few differences on how we thought things should
go, so I told them at the time that I was not
interested.”
This has not been the first time that Bro.
Boyd has received an offer to pastor, however.
“I’ve been approached several times over
the last six years with different churches and
different opportunities to go and pastor,”
said Bro. Boyd. “There have been churches
in Texas, and some in Oklahoma, Iowa, and
Kansas.”
Despite many offers to pastor a church,
Bro. Boyd felt that none of these churches
were a right fit at the time, and was happy to
stay at FBT.
Months went by with no further communication until September.
“They asked that if they made some
changes to the process if I would be willing to submit my resume, and I said, ‘Yes,
I would,’” said Bro. Boyd. The church asked
that Bro. Boyd come and preach a service at
the church on Dec. 10.
Afterward, the pulpit committee and the
congregation voted unanimously for him to
return as a candidate.
“I went back to Oklahoma on Jan. 21,
and preached there all day,” said Bro. Boyd.
“After the Sunday night service we had a
question-and-answer time. There were a few
serious questions, but then it kinda got lighthearted, and there was just a real good spirit.”
The church voted on Feb. 11 with a 99
percent approval for Bro. Boyd to be their
new pastor.

The city of Collinsville is a small, growing
city just north of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Collinsville Baptist Tabernacle has about 200 members and owns thirteen acres of land.
The church also has a preschool of about
70 children, many of which have no other
connection to the church, providing a major
outreach opportunity.
Bro. Boyd wanted to make it clear that
they were not leaving in order to move closer
to family.
“I wanted the teenagers especially to
know that this decision is not being made so
that we can live close to our families,” said
Bro. Boyd. “If that was the case, I would
have not come to Virginia in the first place.
We love, love, love the people of this church,
and the teenagers of this church have been
just the best group of young people I have
ever hoped to work for…. We love FBT so
much, and could never express adequately
how grateful we are.”
Being the youth pastor of FBT for six
years has left a lot of memories for the Boyds.
“There have been so many good experiences, and a very wide range of experiences as
the youth pastor here,” said Bro. Boyd. “Missions trips, camps, Teen Adventures, Teen
Revival, and Wednesday night Crossflows.”
Collinsville Baptist Tabernacle has asked
that Bro. Boyd’s first Sunday would be Easter
on Apr. 1, and Bro. Boyd plans to move the
end of March.
Bro. Boyd has made such an impact on
the teens of FBT
— an impact not easily
forgotten, especially after six years of camp,
Crossflow, Teen Crusades, and Insomnias.
“It is not the end of a relationship. It is
the beginning of new opportunities,” said
Pastor Abbey.
The Boyds’ departure from Fairfax Baptist Temple is one of sadness, but also of joy
and excitement in seeing how God will use
them to spread the Gospel. The Boyds have
asked for prayer during the transition process
that all will go smoothly, and for their ministry in Collinsville to reach many for Christ.
From all of us at Fairfax Baptist Temple
and Academy, we’ll miss you!
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Valentine’s Day

T

he students of FBTA wrote valentines to share in the
Patriot Press this year, and although other deadlines prevented us from getting the paper out in February, we still
wanted to print their thoughtful notes to friends and family.
Jacqueline, Thank you for being a good
sister to me and thank you for bringing
in my stuff for me at school and thank
you for taking care of me. I love you.
—Julian
Miss Ava, A raspberry a day does ... something! —Miss Jessica
Natalie, I hope we can have lots of playdates
with Reaghan and Hana. I love you guys
so much. We will always be BFF’s. —
Bethany
Becky, Thank you for being my friend. —
Ciara
Happy Valentine’s Day to my loving mom,
Ami Billman —Isaiah
Isaiah, You’re such an awesome Bro! —AJ
John F, Happy Valentines Day! Get some
goals in your games, and take some big
risks! —Daniel F.
Evin and Kiersten, I love you guys! You are
my best friends! Thank you for being
kind and gentle to me! —Emilie
Emily, You are the best sister ever!! —Leah
Daddy, I love you! I’m so glad you came
back from Afghanistan for two weeks.
We had a great time. See you in July! —
Kinzlee
Miss Bowers, I am so glad that you came to
this school because if you didn’t, I would
not have the best teacher ever! —Tiani

Elementary Parties
T

he elementary classes took off the afternoon of Feb. 14 to exchange valentines
and eat chocolate ice cream.
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Their creativity was seen in the variety of
valentine boxes that they created.

Gabby, Aislinn, Carol, Malat, Justine,
Emily R, Emily T, and Cassie, I love all
you guys so much! Thanks for being my
best friends. Happy Valentine’s Day!
Jinnea, Thanks for being such a great
friend/daughter/therapist! You’ll always
be my bestie and favorite alien! Happy
Valentines Day! —Shakti
Mrs. Niggl, To my only love, thank you
for almost 40 valentine’s days. God has
richly blessed me through you. I love
you very much! —Mr. Niggl
Kylen, You’re my sister and I love you
very much! Keep being you and never
change. —Jess
Jacqueline & Amelia, To my cute seniors, I
gift many cuddles! —Jess
Zoe, “Puhhh!” I love you to the moon and
back! —Jessica
Jinnea, Happy Single Awareness Day! —
Amy
Alyssa, John, & Daniel, I love you all
equally! Thanks for being the best kids
in the world. —Mother Jess
Jayden, Gavin & Cameron, hugs and kisses, cousins! —Jess
Gabriel, “You’re my special friend.” —Jess
Class of 2018, I love you all and let’s finish
this last semester strong! —Jessica

Little-known facts

by Haston H, sophomore

1. About 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards
are traded on Valentine’s Day. This makes it
the second largest card season in the year.
2. Ystävänpäivä is celebrated in Finland,
which translates to “Friend Day.” It is a holiday to celebrate friendship.
3. King Henry VII declared Valentine’s
Day on February 14 in 1537.
4. More than 35 million heart-shaped
boxes of chocolate will be sold.
5. 15 percent of U.S. woman send themselves flowers on Valentine’s Day.
6. 1 billion dollars’ worth of chocolate is
sold during Valentine’s Day.
7. 189 million roses are sold in the U.S.
on Valentine’s Day.

8. Every year, Verona, the famed setting
for Romeo and Juliet, receives thousands of
letters addressed to Juliet.
9. The number of roses you give means
something. One rose is good for a whirlwind
romance. Giving two means you’re trying to
apologize. A bouquet of 12 is reserved for
marriage proposals, and 36 is to profess true
love. And, if your wallet can handle it, 101
roses signifies the craziest love of all.
10. Teachers will receive more Valentines
than any other person on Valentine’s Day.
11. Over 220,000 proposals happen on by Hart Z, junior
Valentine’s Day in the U.S.
bdiel Hernandez and Jasmine Garcia
12. Break-ups actually spike very high afwere married at Fairfax Baptist Temple
ter Valentine’s Day in the U.S.
on Jan. 6, 2018.
Mr. Hernandez is the 9th and 10th grade
Bible teacher, and the P.E. teacher for several
other grades. The new Mrs. Hernandez graduated from FBTA in 2007 as valedictorian of
her class. They have known each other since
they were 8 years old, but have only been
dating for the past three years.
Mr. Hernandez proposed to Jasmine last
year on June 6, at Great Falls.
“She is so cute,” exclaimed Audrey P, 4th
“I never had been more nervous in my
grade big sister.
entire life! I knew she was going to say yes,
Her name means “life and bringer of but that did not make a difference!” said Mr.
good news.” Her middle name means “joy- Hernandez.
ous song.”
The theme of the wedding was a winter
“All of our kids are ecstatic and so proud wonderland. The colors were royal blues and
of their baby sister,” said Mrs. Probus, ele- whites. The ceremony was short and sweet,
mentary music teacher. “She is having to get about half an hour. Pastor Jack, pastor of
used to being passed from one sibling to the Templo Bautista de Fairfax, officiated the
next.”
wedding ceremony.
Mrs. Probus, being the elementary music
For their honeymoon, the happy couteacher, will not be able to lead the ODACS ple went to Orlando, Florida, and rented a
choirs this year due to this new arrival.
house close to Disney world.
“I am extremely thankful for the help of
“Jasmin loves Disney world, so we spent
many, especially Pastor Mike, for the help a couple of days park-hopping,” continued
of leading the elementary vocal groups in Mr. Hernandez. “My favorite was Pandora
ODACS in my absence,” said Mrs. Probus.
from Avatar in the Animal Kingdom.”
We are so excited to see this little blessAfter a conversation about beards with
ing, and we can’t wait to see what God has Chewbacca, they were also able to meet Kylo
in store for her.
Ren.

What goes around comes around
FBTA teacher marries FBTA alumni

A

New arrival!

Yet another new member of the Probus family
by Hart Z, junior

O

n Sunday, Feb. 18, Baby Probus entered the world. She was 8 lbs. and
21.5 inches. She decided to come a little
early.

The rest of the time was spent relaxing at
their house with the game room and private
pool.
May God bless this happy couple for the
rest of their lives.

