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Fairfax’s first youth rally
FBTeens holds their first ever youth rally at
Fairfax Baptist Temple
by Julie, junior

E

The Ellipse

The phrase, “The child, the child, shivers in the cold ...”
came to mind as parents watched the students
perform at the Ellipse.

Senior high and Chamber choirs warmed the
shivering crowd with cozy Christmas carols
by Jessica, senior

F

or the past few years, the senior high
choir gets the coolest opportunity to perform at the Ellipse in the President’s Park in
D.C. The same took place this year on December 14. Although the temperature may
have been quite low, the students seemed
to have thoroughly enjoyed spreading some
Christmas cheer.
“Even though this time at the Ellipse was
the coldest, it was the most special one of
them all,” said Gabriel, graduating senior.
A lot of preparation went into this performance. Yes, for getting the songs ready,
but also for staying warm.
“I brought a long-sleeved fleece shirt, a
black cardigan, my choir dress, two winter
coats, along with leggings, multiple pairs of
socks, and sweatpants to keep me warm,”
says Amelia, senior.
“I had tons of fun at the Ellipse! But the
weather would probably be my least favorite
part since it was FREEZING and by the end
of the performance I could barely feel anything,” said Cindy, junior.
After the performance was over, the stu-

Jon, senior, snaps a photo for Sarah, junior; Julie,
senior; and Cindy, junior.

dents hopped in the bus and went to Pentagon City mall to eat. With so many different
options, it took people several minutes to
decide what they were going to eat.
“My favorite part was going to the mall
because I had never been to it, and it was really nice! I definitely recommend going there
next year as well,” said Cindy, junior.
Also, a huge shout-out to Pastor Mike
Baldwin and Mrs. Lyle for bearing the cold
while directing and playing the piano.

Traditional traditions
Students at FBTA relate Thanksgiving
and Christmas holiday traditions
by Emma, junior

P

eople celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas in many different ways. These may include
going to a grandparent’s house for a big meal with family you haven’t seen in a while,
making cookies, advent calendars, or watching a favorite Christmas movie.
The students at FBTA fit into the spectrum of these traditions and decided to share what
traditions they partake of at Thanksgiving and Christmas:
•
Eat a lot of food – Harrison, 7th grade
•
Visit family – Hart, junior
•
Play football for Thanksgiving – Peter, freshman
•
Camp out under the Christmas tree on Christmas Eve – Caleb, junior
•
Eating. Lots of it. – Jonathan, 7th grade
•
Read the “Night Before Christmas” on Christmas Eve – Diego, freshman
•
Read the Christmas story on Christmas morning – Josh, sophomore
•
Watch It’s a Wonderful Life
•
Open a present on Christmas Eve – Liddy, 7th grade
•
Stay up until midnight and open presents – Melanie, junior
•
Eating – Cindy, junior
•
Read the birth story on Christmas morning – Julie, junior
•
Dressing up as Santa Claus and passing out presents – Jinnea, freshman
•
Watch movies until midnight with lots of candy – Aaliyah, 7th grade
•
Hang a pickle on the tree – Elizabeth, 7th grade
•
Visit family. Play games and watch movies until 12 a.m. – Sara, 8th grade
•
Hiding a pickle ornament in our Christmas tree – Liddy, 7th grade
•
Open our presents at midnight – Jacqueline, senior
•
Going to grandparents’ house for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

arlier this December, the church’s youth
group hosted the very first youth rally at Fairfax Baptist Temple. FBT invited churches in the area, and groups from
Temple Baptist Church, Triumph Baptist
Church, and Heritage Baptist Church were
able to attend.
The youth groups gathered at Fairfax
Baptist Temple for a night of food, games,
and preaching from Evangelist Morris
Gleiser.
“It was a good opportunity for us to
make friends and fellowship with each other,” said Andrea, sophomore, when asked
what she thought about our church inviting
the other churches.
The church groups got to socialize in
several different ways. The first game had
everyone mix up so the teens wouldn’t be
sitting with their designated church groups,
and more teens would have an opportunity
to meet new people.
“My favorite part was when he was telling the story of scaring all of his teenagers,
and I really liked the message because it was
very encouraging,” said Sarah, junior, when
asked what her favorite part of the night
was.
“My favorite game was Would You
Rather,” said Melanie, junior. “It was fun
to see everyone’s choices.”

Bro. Morris Gleiser brought a very humorous, yet
challenging, message at the FBT youth rally.

Hart, Matthew, Connor,
Peter, and Caleb sing
“To the Praise of Your Glory” for the youth rally.

The youth group had a great time at the
youth rally, and they really enjoyed being
able to invite the other churches and meet
new people.

Jay, sophomore, introduced his friends from the other churches to his FBT friends.

Jolly Jokes for Joy
by Peter, freshman

Teacher: I want you to tell me the
longest sentence you can think of.
Pupil: Life imprisonment!

What’s every parent’s favorite Christmas Carol?
Silent Night.

What does the Grinch do with a
baseball bat?
Hits a gnome and runs.

Teacher: You copied from Fred’s exam
paper didn’t you ?
Pupil: How did you know ?
Teacher: Fred’s paper says “I don’t
know” and you have put “Me,
neither”!

Why does Scrooge love reindeer so
much?
Because every single buck is dear to
him!
What’s Santa’s favorite snack food?
Crisp Pringles.
What nationality is Santa Claus?
North Polish.

The judge asked the defendant what he
was charged with.
“Doing my Christmas shopping early,”
was the reply.
“That’s not illegal! How early were you
shopping?”
“Before the store was open.”
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Thanks, Giving, and Feasting
The elementary’s annual thanksgiving feast
by Caleb, junior

A

t the end of last month, the elementary enjoyed its annual thanksgiving
program and feast. The elementary students
performed thankful songs and humorous poems that they had learned over the past few
weeks. Afterward, they ate in a beautifully
decorated gym complete with fall leaves on
the walls, orange and red tables, and most
importantly, food.
“We felt like our program was one of the
best,” said Mrs. Pigott, elementary supervisor. “There was plenty of food, and the gymnasium was full, so it was just a great time.”

The student council helped with the feast
by setting up tables, putting food on the tables, and passing out drinks.
“The elementary feast this year was very
well done,” said Mrs. Darby, project manger.
“A lot has to do with the student council . . . .
It was a team effort.”
Because several of the student council
were out of town that day, other high school
students were able to help.
“I served the drinks,” said Nathan, junior,
“and it was really busy because I was serving
Coke, and that was one of the popular ones. I
thought it was very well organized. Everyone
did a great job.”

Students dressed up as pilgrims, Indians, and turkeys, sang songs and recited poems,
and feasted with their friends and family after the program.

“I always love the artwork that the students make to decorate the gym walls,” said
Mrs. Dyck, journalism teacher. “The teachers
come up with the most original ideas, and
the students enjoy showing their creativity to
their parents at the feast.”
The point of the Thanksgiving Feast is to
celebrate Thanksgiving, which needs no further explanation. Everyone that had a hand
in the feast, whether helping or feasting, had
a very great time.
Thank you to Mrs. Pigott, Mrs. Darby,
the elementary teachers, the student council,
and all of the extra helpers this year who had
a hand in orchestrating this wonderful annual
event once again.

Some elementary students recreate what it was like to be in a code red drill.

School safety sees a spotlight
FBTA has its second Code Red drill
by Hart, junior

A pumpkin mission

The preschool goes to a pumpkin patch
by Ava, freshman

L

ast month, the preschoolers went on
their annual pumpkin patch field trip.
This year they went to Amazing Farm Fun at
Ticonderoga in Chantilly, VA.
After arriving early at the pumpkin patch,
they started to pick their pumpkins. They finally finished picking pumpkins, and went
to do some fun activities.
The activities that were the kid’s favorite
are bouncing in the bouncy house, picking
the pumpkins, and riding on the bus.

“My favorite part of the field trip was
going in the bouncy house,” said Joyce, K3,
“because Mrs. Clum was with me.”
“Picking the pumpkins was the best, because I got the perfect pumpkin,” said Senaya, K3.
“My favorite part was bouncing, because
the bouncy house was so big,” said Aubrey,
K3.
The pumpkin patch field trip is always
the most unforgettable field trip in the preschool.

O

n Nov. 3, FBTA had its second code red
drill. The code red drill is done to practice what we would do in case our safety was
threatened.
“School safety is very important, especially in the day and age in which we live,” said
Mr. Briggs, secondary supervisor. “We try to
have the best environment for our students.”
When Mrs. Niggl went over the loudspeaker to announce a code red, every classroom quickly and quietly moved to the safest
place in the classroom and the teacher locked
the door and pulled a shade over the window.
Then everyone had to wait for the police officers to come and say everything was ok.
“It was so weird. I was scared,” said Isabella, K4.

The high schoolers and upper elementary students were very thankful at the timing
of the drill because some classes were about
to take a test (*cough* 11th grade Literature
*cough*) or really needed to take a break
from school.
“It was nice because we got out of class,
and I could sleep,” said Liddy, 7th grade.
“I played hand games with my friends in
the back of the classroom,” said Desiree, 4th
grade.
Also, it was a time of learning about safety and what to do in such situations for all
students.
“I got to see the policeman with his gun,”
said Victoria, 4th grade.
We must always be thankful for a school
that values safety for its students.
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Congrats to the FBTA Seniors for winning the Class Competition for the 2017 Patriot Pace. They were awarded with lunch at
Chipotle and ice skating at the Reston Town
come more acquainted with using technology. Center Ice Skating Pavilion.
“I enjoyed running with the kids, and
seeing the school coming together,” said Mr.
Briggs.
“One of my favorite parts of Patriot Pace
was doing karaoke with the 6th grade girls
over the microphone,” said Miss Talbert, 6th
grade teacher.
Having only one fundraiser a year is a welcome idea, putting all of the energy into a big
event and then being done for the year. The
parents also enjoy being able to spend a day
outside with their children and their classmates for the great cause of improving education.

Mr. Bradford, school administrator, hands out certificates, gift cards, and later, ice cream, to winners of the Patriot Pace competition.

Patriot Pace aftermath
Results from calculation of the Patriot Pace
by Caleb, freshman

O

n Nov. 14, the elementary and jr./sr.
high students were patiently waiting
with excitement in the auditorium to hear
the results about the Patriot Pace.
The 1st place grand prize for a single person was a $250 amazon gift card, and the
class who won was given a day off at a park.
Many students who donated $100 or more
were given a $5 Sweet Frog gift card, and the
students who surpassed well over $100 were

given several gift cards. Third place went to
Zoe, 5th grade; 2nd place went to Johnathan,
K5; and 1st place went to Kaelyn, 3rd grade.
“I got a $10 Starbucks gift card, and a
$25 amazon gift card,” said Zoe.
All together, the students raised $34,047.
The money will be used to buy new lockers
for the jr./sr. high school students, additional
materials for the robotics program, and another iPad cart. These items will greatly improve our school, and more students will be-

Christmas Concert
T

he students performed an uplifting concert to celebrate
the season, including junior and senior high choirs, orchestras, and chamber choir.

Band Festival

Jacqueline, Matthew, Haston, Hart, and
Julie prepare for the concert.

FBTA students end the week with a bang!
by Haston, sophomore

O

n Nov. 16, after school, the select few
band and choir students loaded up the
bus and headed down to Landmark Christian School.
This year they made sure to be on time,
because they had a very special guest with
them. Mrs. Castilla was selected as the Concert Band director this year—which is a very
great honor. After unloading the instruments
into the gym, there was a brief welcome and
instruction seminar. The students in Symphonic band met in the gym, students in
concert band met in the chapel room, and
the choir met in the auditorium.
After several hours of practice, the students headed to the hotel for the night.
“I had so much fun in the room I was in,”
said Alyassa, sophomore.
“I loved the free continental breakfast,”
said Hart, junior. “I especially loved the waffles.”
Right after breakfast the students headed
back to Landmark, where they practiced all
day for the performance that night.
“The choir director was so good this year.
He really did a great job keeping our attention and staying on task,” said Enoch, senior.

“There was also a great selection of songs this
year.”
When the night came, the students did
an outstanding job performing. Since it was
a band festival and not an orchestra festival,
the stringed instruments were not needed
and most of those students chose to participate by joining the choir. The choir was directed by Eli Yanson, and they sung several
songs. Students in choir were Enoch, Soriya,
Alyssa, Emma, Diego, Jessica, and Cindy.
The Concert Band was directed by Mrs.
Castilla, and she directed several songs, including Andromeda, Celtic Air Dance, Summon the Heroes, Chimes of Liberty, and
Prelude on a German Hymn Song. Students
in Concert Band were Liddy, Gabriel, Savannah, Caleb, Peter, Jayden, John, Daniel, Josh,
Justin, and Logan.
The Symphonic Band was directed by
Dr. Steve Ainsworth, and students performing were Haston, Julie, Jacqueline, Matthew,
and Hart.
Several parents drove down for the concert, and agreed that all that practice really
did pay off.

Thank you to Mr. VanDenBerg, Mr. Baldwin, extra accompanists and musicians, and all of
the students for a beautiful performance that truly honored our
Savior with every part.
Merry Christmas!
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The FBTA boys’ basketball team takes on a tough rival, but holds their own, much to the delight of the fans.

Basketball additions

The new sports season brings new faces
by Enoch, senior

T

he basketball season started with new
coaches, players, and goals.
When one of the basketball coaches
from last year resigned to go pastor a church
in Wyoming, and other coaches had work
schedule conflicts, it was time to add some
new faces to the mix and shuffle the coaches
around a little bit.
Mr. Page is now coaching the boys’ basketball team, assisted by Mr. Beach; Mr. and
Mrs. Schimkus are coaching girls’ basketball;
Mr. Kevin Johnson is coaching JV boys, and
Mr. Bradford is coaching JV girls.
Coach Brian Page has enjoyed basketball
all his life and has been coaching for several
years.
“My goal is to teach the game of basketball. I love basketball, I love watching it, I
study it,” said Coach Page. “I used to have
a coach when I was younger that always
told me where I didn’t have athletic ability, I

should make up for in thinking through the
game. That’s why I stress fundamentals and
tell you guys all the time that basketball is a
thinking game.”
Mr. J. K. Beach, assistant boys’ coach,
grew up playing basketball and has coached
teams in the past. He primarily serves as the
front court coach, and helps with the forwards and centers with their post game.
“I think we’re all playing good as a team.
We just need to get our chemistry up,” said
Daniel, sophomore.
“I think we’re really improving as a team
under our new coaching, and I think we have
high hopes for building up this team for the
rest of the season, and that we have a better
chance of being successful,” said Jon, senior
and captain.
Mr. and Mrs. Schimkus, co-coaches
for the girls’ team, have a lot of experience
in basketball. Mr. Schimkus played on the
freshman, sophomore, and varsity basket-

A glimpse of the future
College trip to Pensacola Christian College
by Julie, senior

S

ixteen curious teenagers who wanted to
know what college life was like headed on
a journey to Pensacola, Fla., for the real experience of life on campus for three days.
The teens enjoyed meeting up with graduates from FBTA who are currently attending PCC, many of them being siblings to
members of the group.
“It was great to see our sister Jenneth
there,” said Connor, junior. “She took us
to several of her classes, and gave us tips on
which other classes we might want to visit.”
“I liked my dorm room,” said Caleb, junior. “One of the guys there was a friend of
my sister, and we ended up in several great
theological discussions late into the night .
. . probably to the frustration of his other
roommate.”

Daniel got to spend time with his brother, Nathan; Julie and Diego visited with their
sister, Arianna; Stephanie visited with her sister, Diana; and Julie got to see her brother,
Jason.
The teens spent time as a group in the
sports center, playing games, playing volleyball and walleyball, and going to the
on-campus water park.
“By far my favorite part was the water
park,” said Julie, junior. “The slides were so
cool.”
Along with several other on-campus adventures like the campus tour, the hunt for
different buildings, and exploring the dining
hall, the group also got to go into town and
go to the mall with Bro. Gary Boyd.
But with all this fun, something was
bound to happen.
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ball throughout high school, and played intramural in college. He was assistant coach
five years ago for the boys’ team with Coach
Anastos and Assistant Coach Wilson.
“They’re a cohesive group; they get after
it,” said Mr. Schimkus. “They play good defense, and they’re athletic. Our goals are partially to win, partially to grow from the first
game until now, and just develop some fundamental things that will carry them through
not only here, but also in life.”
“We’ve had a couple of optional Saturday
practices, and had a great time,” said Mrs.
Schimkus. “All of the girls are involved, not
just the first string. He’s including everybody.”
“I have enjoyed basketball a lot this season because my mom and dad have the opportunity to coach the team for my last year,”
said Amelia, senior and captain.
“It’s really early in the season, but I think
it’s going pretty well,” said Jordan, sophomore. “I enjoy having Saturday practices.”
Mr. Johnson, JV boys’ coach, grew up
in Maryland playing baseball, football, and
basketball. After being injured, he decided to
start coaching and has been coaching youth
basketball for over 10 years for various youth

FBTeens play volleyball in the
PCC sports center lobby.

On Thursday night, Julie, senior, fractured her ankle, and the next night, Ben, senior, broke his foot.
“I actually didn’t know it was badly fractured until two weeks after we got home,”
said Julie. “I thought I had just rolled it.”
The students, whether or not they want
to attend PCC, all enjoyed learning about
campus life in one way or another.

FBTA Alumni girls met up with Mrs. Boyd
during the trip for an impromptu party.

leagues.
“I want to see them grow, I want to see
them learn the fundamentals,” said Coach
Johnson. “I like sports because it teaches a
lot of life lessons, a lot of teamwork, how to
deal with failures how to deal with authority.
They can take what they learn here and use
that the rest of their lives, that’s really what
I’m hoping for,”
“I like our coach because he’s efficient,
honest, and he trusts his teammates,” said
Holden, freshman.
Mr. Jay Bradford, JV girls’ coach, grew up
with his favorite sport as basketball and has
coached soccer and basketball teams in the
past.
“I’m having fun with them, it’s going to
be exciting,” said Mr. Bradford. “We are not
the tallest team . . . but we are very scrappy,
and I think were going to have a lot of fun.
They’re a great group of girls, and win or lose
we’re going to play fighting.”
The JV girls have six games this year
against Heritage, Faith, and Landmark.
As already seen in recent games, the
teams will continue to grow and win under
new leadership and hard work.

Spudoodles

M

r. Niggl, science teacher, and Mrs. Fea,
science lab teacher, created “spudoodles” with the junior high to demonstrate
genetics in their Life Science Lab.

