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Julie and Tyler, juniors, played the roles of Esther and
King Ahasuerus in the play.

King Ahasuerus, played by Tyler, junior, discusses matters of state with his counsellors.

For such a time as this

Esther play applauded by teachers and students
by Connor, junior

T

he Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy students hosted a Sunday night audience
on Oct. 8 to present Esther, a play written
by Nicole Chavers Stratton of the Academy
of Arts.
“I felt like we had a good opportunity to
really present the Gospel, and so many people that have said to me that they enjoyed it,”
said Pastor Abbey, who was the director for
the play. “It was really, really good.”
It’s been a tradition every other year to
perform a play, usually a biblical story, with
the help of the Academy of Arts, who writes
the plays and comes to the school to help
with the directing and performance. This
year’s preparation was a bit different. FBTA
purchased the play and soundtrack from
the Academy of Arts, but Mrs. Darby organized the play with the help of many church

members, such as Mrs. Stevens, who oversaw costumes, and Mrs. Lampert and Mrs.
Duerksen, who led the makeup crew. Mr.
Gullotta also helped with the soundboard
and other technological areas. Pastor Abbey
handled the job of directing.
The students began memorizing lines
from the beginning of the school year, and
with an intense week of practice before the
performance, some students were feeling
the stress creep up on them as performance
day approached.
“It was kind of stressful at some points
at the beginning of the week,” said Hart, junior, who played the role of Hegai, keeper
of the women.
After an all-day practice and dress rehearsal Thursday night, and a few scene
fixes on Friday, the students executed the
play very well, despite some small mishaps
scattered throughout the performance.

Niya and Liora, played by Jessica, senior, and Ashley,
freshman, pray to the Lord for Esther.
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“Scene 19 was when we had to ad lib the
entire thing,” said Josh, sophomore, who played
the role of Haman.
Fortunately, no mishap was too great to
doom the play’s success. Teachers and staff had
very high opinions of the performance, and
thought it was very well carried out.
“I think it went really well,” said intern
Zach Phillips, who helped the students backstage with different tasks, such as mic changes.
“I think God did a great work. We saw the Gospel presented clearly, and I think overall it was a
really great success.”
“I was proud of the students,” said Miss
Mueller, Spanish and math teacher. “My grandpa was thrilled; he thought it was awesome.”
“I was really impressed with the professionalism and just how hard they worked,” said
Mrs. Page, math teacher.
Many students who participated in the play
were also enthusiastic about how the performance went that night.
“Honestly, I thought it was going to be a
disaster at first, but it turned out better than I
thought it would be,” said Logan, sophomore.
“My favorite part had to be the ending
fight scene,” said Jay, sophomore, who proudly
played the role of an unnamed Jew. “The play
exceeded high above my expectations.”
“I thought it was really nice to have everyone work together as a school,” said Julie, ju-

Bigthana and Teresh, played by Connor, junior, and
Jayden, sophomore, make plans
to conspire against the king.

nior, who played the role of Esther.
After the play was over, Pastor Abbey
called out all the students who participated, starting with the walk-ons, stage crew,
actors with speaking parts, and finally the
actors who played major parts, ending with
Esther, who received a standing ovation by
a thrilled audience.
“It was different because I didn’t think
they were going to do that, but it was kinda
cool to see everyone stand up,” said Julie.
The book of Esther is a very thrilling
story. It tells how the Israelites, doomed
to die by the hand of the wicked Haman,
were saved through the acts of Esther, who
won the favor of the great king Ahasuerus
himself. And although God is not directly
mentioned in the book once, the ordering
of events from when Esther was taken in
obedience to the king’s decree, to when the
Israelites defeated thousands of Jew-haters
in Persia, shows God’s perfect plan for His
chosen people, something truly miraculous. Let us not forget that God has not
changed since that time, and still has the
power to protect all who follow His Word.
He has a perfect plan for you, too.

Haman, played by Joshua, sophomore, requests a petition be made to destroy the Jews.
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Pastor Mike Baldwin teaches the chamber choir how to sing properly.
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Pastor Mike Baldwin:
the comeback alumnus

Pastor Mike comes back to teach FBTA choir
by Caleb, freshman

I

n mid-January 2017, Pastor Mike Baldwin
began helping the FBTA junior and senior
high choirs prepare for ODACS. Since then,
Pastor Mike has continued as the music instructor teaching the choirs how to sing to
their fullest potential.
Pastor Mike Baldwin graduated from
FBTA, and attended Tennessee Temple University, Liberty University, and then Harvard.
He majored in Theology, Music, and Lead-

Pastor Mike plays the piano and listens to the choir as
they practice for their next performance.

ership, and now serves at Crossroads Baptist
Church, one of FBT’s daughter churches.
Many things have changed since he was a
student here at FBTA.
“Technology is very different now, and
also you had to wear clip-on ties,” said Pastor
Mike.
Last year, when FBTA was preparing music for ODACS, Pastor Abbey asked him to
lead the school choir of FBTA.
“I was asked to help by my good friend,
Pastor Todd Abbey,” said Pastor Mike.
To prepare for the future (particularly
in beating the intense competition), Pastor
Mike is teaching the choirs how to be determined, how to sing properly, and how to express the songs for God.
“Pastor Mike really cares for us and wants
to see us succeed both in choir and in life,”
said Enoch, senior.
“I am really looking forward to choir this
year,” said Hart, junior.
Pastor Mike not only has been a blessing
to the school by teaching choir, but also by
helping the choral group win 1st place at Nationals last year.

Mr. Gleb teaches 6th grade history and Bible.

The VanDenBerg family poses on set of their spring play “Our Town” in Michigan.

Musical metropolis

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s Mr. VanDenBerg!
by Enoch, senior

T

his past summer, Mr. Jeff VanDenBerg
came to the Fairfax Baptist Temple
as the full-time Director of Music. Along
with the church’s music ministry, he directs
the music department at the academy and
teaches the elementary band, intermediate
and advanced orchestras.
Mr. VanDenBerg was born in Rochester,
N.Y., and moved to Hackensack, N.J., when
he was 10. After graduating from Bob Jones
University with a Bachelors and Masters in
Music Education, he taught in schools in
Virginia, Colorado, and Michigan where
his three children, Emma, Peter, and Liddy,
grew up.
“My first job was landscaping for about
four summers through college, I counseled a
year at The WILDS [Christian Camp] and
traveled in a men’s quartet for BJU,” said
Mr. VanDenBerg.
“My first teaching job in music was at
Bethlehem Baptist Academy, where my wife
and I met,” said Mr. VanDenBerg. “She
was the receptionist, and she is a graphic
designer now. We used to host the regional
ODACS at Bethlehem, and we always lost
to FBTA.”
After teaching in Virginia for three years,
he taught in Colorado for six years, then to
Michigan, and now back to Virginia.

In addition to teaching music, Mr. VanDenBerg enjoys a variety of activities, ranging
from sports to video and board games.
“I’m a Yankees fan, and I follow the Denver Broncos/N.Y. Giants in football,” he said.
“I enjoy basketball, soccer, softball, ladderball, horseshoes, Tiddlywinks, Ticket to Ride,
Parcheesi, Dutch Blitz, and Uno. I’m an old
school video gamer: Galaga, PAC Man, Centipede, Dig Dug.”
He has also climbed Longs Peaks in Colorado, a “14ers” or a mountain over 14,000
feet, and has been to five foreign countries on
mission trips and 45/50 states. His favorite
food is spaghetti, he drinks coffee once a day,
and he’s still waiting to drive his first Porsche
or Ferrari.
The VanDenBergs have been a blessing and a great help to both the school and
church, and the students and staff are eager
to see what God has in store for them in the
future.
Mr. VanDenBerg is the brother of Mrs.
Castilla, who has worked with FBTA choirs
and orchstras for the past few years.
“We’re very excited to be in the big Northern Virginia metropolis, and it’s exciting to be
around family every day and to be with such
great students at FBTA. I think the best days
of FBTA are ahead of us, and I’m looking forward to exciting days to come. Go Patriots!”

photo by Mrs. Dyck, Advisor

Answering God’s call
Mr. Gleb called as pastor at
Torrington Baptist Tabernacle, Wyoming
by Connor, junior

T

oday, Nov. 3, marks the final day at
school for Mr. Gleb, junior high teacher.
After teaching in various classes at the academy for four and a half years, Mr. Gleb has felt
God’s call to minister to Torrington Baptist
Tabernacle in Torrington, Wyoming.
This past summer, Mr. Gleb got a text
from the pastor at Torrington asking him if
he would come out and preach when he was
there visiting Wyoming.
“I talked to Pastor about it,” said Mr.
Gleb in his testimony to the church Sunday
evening. “Pastor said, ‘Why don’t you just
take the time to preach? It’s an open door.’ I
said ‘Okay, we’ll do that.’”
Mr. Gleb wasn’t exactly sure what the pastor at Torrington had in mind.
“So I prayed and said, ‘Lord if this is

something that you want, just put a burden
in my heart for it,’” continued Mr. Gleb.
He preached a message, had a great time
visiting with the members there, and returned home to Virginia. Just before he was
to preach a Wednesday night service at FBT,
the Torrington church called to inform him
that they would be voting on calling him as
pastor that night.
“Well, it still doesn’t mean I’m coming,
but okay, go right ahead,” said Mr. Gleb to
the church member on the phone.
“So I preached [at FBT], and I’m making statements like, ‘Sometimes the Lord
breaks up the nest, and He pushes you out
of your comfort zone, to get you to do stuff,’
and I’m thinking, ‘Woah, wait a minute, I’m
literally preaching to myself,’ and while I’m
up there the Lord is saying, ‘Are you listen-

Mr. VanDenBerg directs the orchestra in preparing for their next concert.

ing to yourself?’”
After the message, Mr. Gleb heard back
from Torrington that they voted unanimously to receive him as their new pastor.
“I was telling the men yesterday that I
didn’t believe that I could get that many people to like me in one sitting, but there were
only 15 voting members,” joked Mr. Gleb.
“I remember the next day the Lord really
dealing with my heart, and I was just a whirlwind of emotion,” Mr. Gleb went on to say.
“I believed that I knew the right thing to do,
and the next day I felt a bit more comfortable, and I started to really pray, and that’s
when the Lord started to really lay upon my
heart that I was supposed to go to pastor the
Torrington Baptist Tabernacle.”

photo by Julie, senior

Mr. Gleb’s ordination will be on Saturday, Nov. 4. Pastor Abbey and other ordained
ministers will ask him questions concerning
his testimony and his doctrine.
“I will miss the best Christian school in
the country, as well as my students and fellow
workers,” said Mr. Gleb. “I’m sad, but excited
for what God will do.”
After four years of faithful service here
at the academy, it is now Mr. Gleb’s time
to continue onto the next chapter of his
life, what he has surrendered his life to do,
preaching the Gospel. He will definitely be
remembered here at the academy for years to
come. Good luck, Mr. Gleb, and may God
bless!
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Playing true fútbol

Boys soccer team wraps up the season
by Nathan, junior

A

The varsity volleyball team smiles after winning third place at the Valley tournament.

Bump, set, spike it!

Volleyball team optimistic about season
by Emma, junior

“

W

orking hard,” was the goal of the
Varsity girls volleyball team this
year, said captain, Julie, junior.
“With a ‘new’ team (having graduated 7
seniors last year) and new coaches, we’re all
on a learning curve together,” said Mrs. Rebecca Abbey, assistant coach. “It’s exciting to
see the Lady Patriots pull together and apply
what they’re being taught.”
The varsity team did well with a 7-8 (wins
vs. losses) overall standing. During the Valley
Invitational Tournament in September, the
girls’ volleyball team won third place with Julie and Estefanía making the all-tournament
team. The JV team only lost two games this
season and ended with a strong win against
Lightouse.
“We had several brand new players this
year,” said Coach Abbey, “and I see a lot of
potential for FBTA Volleyball in the years to
come.”
Juniors, Julie, Estefanía, and Melanie had
good things to say about their new coach,
Miss Kim Probus.
“I think it was definitely a big jump since
we have had the same coach for so long, but
I think Coach has been working really well
with us and is definitely helping us,” said Julie.

“I like the way she makes us work hard,
and I’m glad she likes volleyball as much as
we do!” said Estefanía, junior.
“I love Coach Kim! She has really helped
us a lot this year especially with learning a
new play,” said Melanie, junior.
The girls played well to the end of their
regular season. Unfortunately, after a hardfought match at Landmark, FBTA did not
make it into the tournament this year. The
team has high hopes for a winning season
next year!

Julie and Estefanía smile for the
camera, wearing their All-Tournament
Team medals.

t 7:45 a.m., two weeks before the school
year began, a handful of teenage guys
make their way up onto the soccer field.
What would a bunch of high schoolers be
doing up that early in the morning when
many of them would prefer to be sleeping
in? The answer is preparing for soccer season,
and if they didn’t, how could they expect to
have a successful season?
After a week or two of practices, and a
rained-out alumni game, the team had their
first real game against Landmark and won
2-1. The next game was against Valley, which
FBTA also won 4-1.
“We are doing a lot better than last year,”
Jonathan, junior, commented.
The next game against Evangel was a close
game, but in the second half, FBTA pulled
ahead for a 3-2 victory.
The winning streak was lost when the
team played games against Heritage and
Faith.
“They got to our heads,” said Daniel,
sophomore. “We could have beaten them if
it wasn’t for that.”
Mr. Bradford turned the intensity of the
practices up a notch, and the team came back
stronger and was able to tie Evangel 3-3 in
the second game against them in the season.

John, sophomore, deftly blocks
a pass.

photo by Mrs. Dyck,
advisor

“We are doing pretty well so far,” said
Connor, junior, at a practice, “I think we can
pull this off.”
The team enjoyed a decent season; however, after winning and tying with Evangel
during the regular season, FBTA lost to them
in the playoffs and were out of the tournament.
The team holds on to the memory of
winning the Valley tournament halfway
through the season, with several tight games
where they came through victorious. They
are also looking forward to working on their
strengths even harder to be more prepared
for next year.

photo by
Mrs. Abbey,
Assistant Coach

Jayden Tart, freshman, and Nathan Hernandez, junior, work together to set up the next pass.

Sarah, junior, returns the ball, as teammates Emma, Alyssa, Amelia, and Julie back
her up.

photo by Mrs. Dyck,
advisor
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Valley Tournament

Soccer/Volleyball teams play their best
by Julie, senior

B

oth soccer and volleyball varsity sports
teams placed in the Pioneer Classic Invitational Tournament this year at Valley Baptist Christian School. The soccer team took
first out of five teams without losing a single
game over the weekend, and the volleyball
team took third out of five teams.
“I always like going to the big tournaments, especially the really far ones,” said
Cindy, junior.
Valley is about an hour and a half away,
but FBTA still had a group of dedicated fans,

parents and siblings of the players, who came
to watch. The weather was beautiful on the
field Friday and Saturday, and there was a lot
of energy during the games in the gym.
The volleyball team lost both matches Friday night against Centerville and Gill Grove;
but they came back to win matches on Saturday against Sweethaven, Keystone and Valley,
and ended up taking third place in the tournament overall. Julie and Estefanía, juniors,
were named to the All-Tournament Team.
“I think we played really well on Saturday, and I am so happy the boys won first

The varsity boys’ soccer team poses after their first place victory at the Valley Tournament.

place,” said Julie, volleyball team captain.
The soccer team won 2-1 against Gill
Grove Friday night, won 7-3 against Keystone, and then won 1-0 in a very close
championship game against Valley on Saturday afternoon. Jon and Ben, seniors; Caleb, junior; and John, sophomore, made the
All-Tournament Team.
Both varsity teams are looking forward
to participating in the tournament again in
January during basketball season.

photos by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

Caleb, junior; Jon, senior; Ben, senior; and John,
sophomore, were named to the
All-Tournament Team.
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The entire school participated in the Patriot Pace, running to raise funds for the academy.

Pacing with a purpose

The Patriot Pace, great day and huge success!
by Hart, junior

5

–4–3–2–1–GO! With perfect 72 degree
weather, the 4th annual Patriot Pace took
place on Oct. 19 and was a huge success.
The Patriot Pace is an academy fundraiser
where students from all the classes ask people
for donations for the school. On the day of
the Patriot Pace, the students get to walk or
run 20 laps on the soccer field, and donations
often correspond to the number of laps they
complete. After each lap, the student gets a
small wristband so they remember how many
laps they’ve run, and at the end, the students
exchange their bracelets for an official Patriot
Pace wristband.
“I love running the laps,” said Holden,
freshmen. “My goal was to run the entire
thing and not walk.”
In previous years, the money raised for
the Patriot Pace has gone to new percussion instruments, choir dresses, iPads for the
school to use, and a new soccer scoreboard
for the field. This year, the money will go
toward new full-sized lockers for the high
school and more technology equipment.
“I am so excited to have full-sized lockers
next year,” said Andrea, sophomore.
The day of the Patriot Pace is always a
blast for everyone. There are delicious hotdogs and all-you-can-drink Gatorade.

Corbin, 5th grade, thinks that the Gatorade is the best part of the day, while Aileen,
K4, thinks the hotdogs are the best.
With Mr. Bradford and some of the elementary teachers encouraging students as
they run by, some special groups sang or gave
a shout out over the loudspeaker including
the 6th grade girls and Jayden, freshman.
“It’s always fun listening to what Mr.
Bradford says while I am running,” said Estefania, junior.
By the end, all the students are worn out
from all the running and fun they’ve had and
get to exchange their bracelets for a Patriot
Pace wristband. Some students, like Jay, sophomore, and Sara, 8th grade, ran more than 20
laps because they weren’t tired after finishing.
“My class is looking forward to running
and improving our school,” said Miss Clum,
K4 teacher.
This academy event is a great time where
older students have the opportunity to meet
and get to know younger students.
“I love seeing the school working together and accomplishing a lot,” said Abigail, 7th
grade.
Make sure your donations are in by Nov.
9. Check the Nov./Dec. Patriot Press issue for
the results of the Pace competition!

Mr. Briggs, junior high teacher, starts off the race with a bang.

Clip, tweezle, climb

Teens at Sandy Springs Adventure Park
by Caleb, junior

S

andy Springs Adventure Park has been
and continues to be one of the hottest
teen attractions, just barely behind ‘Insomnia.’ Approximately 40 teens came out for
the Saturday event. The cost this year was
one dollar more than last year. The climb
time was a full three hours(one more hour
than last year) and food/pizza was provided.
“We actually got there on time this year,”
said Bro. Boyd, youth pastor, “and everyone
had their waivers filled out. We’ve always had
three hours — we just have never been able
to utilize the third hour because of those other problems, so all those things worked together to give us extra time to climb and have
a lot of fun.”
The Sandy Springs Adventure Park has
13 different courses, all of which vary in difficulty, ranging from purple to double-black
diamond. Even though the harder courses
require more suffering and anguish than the
easier courses, to say you completed a difficult course is all the motivation you really
need to get yourself going.

The kindergarten class stands ready to support the elementary students as they race past.

Daniel, 7th grade, practices his skills before moving to
the next level.

Ben and Jon, seniors, and Sarah, junior, prepare to
launch from the tree stand.
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“It tested me,” said Joshua, sophomore,
“the hardest part was the double black diamond [course]. I did tap out, but what I did
do showed me something, and that was fun.”
“My least favorite part was the tightrope
one where you had to tweezle in like three
times,” said Sarah, junior.
Even though it was a tough workout,
most people thought the accomplishment of
a harder course was where the fun was.
“It’s probably the most fun workout you
can have,” said Jordan, senior homeschooler.
Even though the group of teens came
home tired, fatigued, and, perhaps, ready to
collapse, they all had a good time, an experience to remember, and quite a few bragging
rights.
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Brand new iPads!
Elementary has new iPad access
by Julie, junior

A

t the beginning of the school year, the
elementary classes received access to
new iPads and a brand new iPad cart, thanks
to the money that was raised from the Patriot
Pace last year.
The 5th grade class loves the iPads, and
they like to use Kahoot, Google Earth and
even Sock Puppets on them. Miss Koechig,
5th grade teacher, likes using the different
apps as a fun way to learn new material.
“The kids love to review history on the
Kahoot! app, and they all try to get in the
top five of the fastest to get the answer,” said
Miss Koechig.

All of the teachers sign up for different
times to use the iPad cart, which holds 24
iPads, and they hand out the iPads to their
class for reviewing material or to learn something new.
“I like to learn about history on Kahoot!”
said Sarah, 5th grade.
“We’re learning about the Phoenicians
and the Babylonians,” said Corbin, 5th grade.
The cart is making the rounds through
the elementary classes, and the students are
extremely excited to continue the journey of
learning on the new iPads.

Miss Clum, K4 teacher, demonstrates how to make applesauce.

Apple of everyone’s eye

Preschoolers try apples and make apple sauce
by Alyssa, sophomore

T
photos by
Mrs. Dyck, Advisor

Sarah, 5th grade, tries out a new
app on her iPad.

Miss Koechig, 5th grade teacher, shows a new app to
her student Melanie.

he preschoolers had the opportunity to
taste some delicious apples and learn
how to make applesauce.
The preschool teachers, Miss Clum and
Mrs. Vasquez, brought in different kinds of
apples for everyone to taste.
“We tried red, yellow, and green apples
during our apple taste testing,” said Miss
Clum. “Later, we filled out a graph together
as a class and discovered that red was almost
everyone’s favorite color of apple.”
The preschoolers told their teachers
which apples they thought were delicious
and which apples were not. According to the
preschoolers, most of the apples were very
good.

The class made applesauce the following
week using the green apples.
“The class enjoyed smelling the cinnamon
and carefully measuring sugar and cinnamon
into the apples that Mrs. Lee had sliced for
us,” said Miss Clum. “It then cooked for
about four hours in the crockpot and we
were able to enjoy it after snack time.
“It was a lot of fun seeing my kids have
fun eating apples!” said Mrs. Vasquez, K4
teacher.
“My apples were so yummy!” said Samuel, preschooler.
All of the preschoolers had a great time
tasting apples, and can’t wait until they get to
do something as delicious as this again.

Mrs. Darby, FBTA program coordinator, was able to spend some quality time with her grandkids.

Bring your grandparent
to school day!
Preschool and elementary show grandparents
and family members around school
by Jessica, senior

G

randparents’ Day was held on Friday,
Sept. 29. The K4 through 6th grade
were able to sing songs, eat and enjoy a day
with their grandparents at school. It was a
great opportunity for the grandparents to see
what was being invested into their grandchildren and how they were learning.
“My grandma loved the school,” said
Deirdre, 6th grade.
The senior high orchestra also performed
two songs, “The Magnificient Seven” and
“Capriccio Espagñol,” as the guests were arriving.
“It was a fun opportunity, especially play-

Students and grandparents in 2nd grade were able to paint with shaving cream.

ing songs that were familiar to our audience,”
said Jacqueline, senior.
Each class sang or gave a short presentation on some of the subjects they had learned
in class. After the short program, the grandparents were able to spend some time in the
classroom participating in the activities.
The student council helped with the refreshments and guiding the family members
to the auditorium and to the classrooms.
“I loved seeing how happy the kids were
to spend the day with their grandparents,”
said Amy, 8th grade.
Overall, it was a success and we certainly
had enough apple juice to go around!
Kindergarten grandparents helped with the classroom experiments.
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Homemade
tortilla chips
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The best flour tortilla chips
for your Mexican Fiesta
by Haston, sophomore

Corn oil (enough to fill two inches of the bottom of the pot)
Flour tortillas (12 tortillas make 72 chips)
Salt

Mr. Garneau gives the kindergarteners a hands-on lesson in tool use.
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Tiny tots measure big things
K5 try new tools for the first time
by Peter, freshman

M

r. Garneau, who oversees building
management at the academy, visited
the K5 class to teach the students about using
simple hand tools. He brought a hammer, a
drill, a wrench, and all kinds of other tools.
Mr. Garneau had a level and enjoyed
checking how “balanced” the students’ heads
were, as they tried to stay still while giggling.
He measured the children’s heads and their
tables.
“It was a fun experience for the kids,” said
Mrs. Tripp, K5 teacher.
When asked what they thought the
tools were used for, the student’s faces lit up
with excitement, eager to tell what they had
learned! One student said that they thought
the tools were “used to make stuff.” Another
one said they thought the tools were used to
build buildings.
One K5 student said that they liked the
“screwing in thingy” the best. Another student said that they liked the hammer the best
and another the tape measure.
The K5 students enjoyed the hands-on
demonstrations, happily recalling their educational “classes” with Mr. Garneau, and
are already wishing that they could do something like that again.

For the Master Chefs:
First, pour your corn oil into a large size
pot to fill roughly two inches, and let the
oil sit on the stove on high for about 10-15
minutes. Second, take all 12 flour tortillas
and cut them horizontally into six triangular
pieces. When the oil is ready, drop the tortilla
triangles one by one into the oil. DO NOT
put all your tortilla chips into the oil at once.
Only put about nine to ten in at a time. (You
will know the oil is ready when you put a
small slice of flour tortilla in, and they start
to turn a light brown, immediately.) When
the chips turn a light golden brown, pull
them from the grease, and pour them onto
a cookie sheet to dry. Try to salt the tortilla
chips while they are still hot.

For the Lazy Chefs:
You will not even need oil for these super
quick and easy tortilla chips. First, pre-heat
your oven to 350. Second, take all 12 flour
tortillas and cut them horizontally into six
triangular pieces, and then place them on
a cookie sheet to go into the oven. You can
lightly salt them, or for a yummy twist, you
can coat them in cinnamon sugar. When the
oven is preheated, put your tortilla chips into
the oven for about 7-8 minutes, or until they
are a crispy golden brown.
Both regular salted tortilla chips make a
great after school snack with some pico de
gallo, salsa or some queso. The cinnamon
sugar tortilla chips make a great quick breakfast with some fruit salad or some fruit salsa.
YUM YUM, EAT UP!

Life in the eyes
of a preschooler
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Miss Clum teaches K4
about vowels.

Adapting to new routines
by Ava, freshman

J

ust over one month ago, preschoolers
started the beginning of their journey
through school, dreading the end of summer,
but excited to learn.
After a few days (or weeks) of tears from
both students and parents, everyone started
to adapt to the new routine. Miss Clum,
Mrs. Probus (formerly Miss Tidquist), and
Mrs. Vasquez were a calming presence, reassuring parents that their kids would be fine.
The K4 class has many hands-on activities including making homemade lemonade
and applesauce. They have also learned vowels, and how to recite Genesis 1:1 in English

4th graders enjoy feeding the animals at the petting section of the zoo.

and also in Spanish. This is only the start
of their school career, and have many more
years ahead of them.
“My favorite part of the day is lunch, because I get to eat and I grow muscles,” said
Feker, K4.
“The playground is my favorite part of
the day, because of all the swings,” said Sophia, K4.
“I like napping, because it is the best thing
to do,” said Samuel, K4. “I also like nap time,
because It makes me big and strong!”
These students might be new to school,
but they will get the hang of it in no time.
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Poison ivy, electric fences, jaguars, Oh My!
4th grade adventures at the zoo
by Haston, sophomore

T

he 4th grade took an exciting trip to Roer’s Zoo Ferrari, formally known as Reston Zoo, on Sept. 27. There was never a dull
moment during the busy day, as they took an
open-top bus ride and had a chance to feed
the animals.
When asked what was their favorite animal at the zoo, there were many different
types of responses.

“My favorite animal was the arctic fox,”
said Alaina, 4th grade.
While others enjoyed the mammals of
the zoo, others liked the reptile house.
“I loved watching the anaconda as it slithered up to the light,” said Rudd, 4th grade.
But everyone can agree they liked the jaguar exhibition the most and not just because
of the jaguars.

“I was buying another bucket of animal
food,” said Mrs. Rodriguez, the 4th grade
teacher, “when the lady in the store shouted,
‘get away from that electric fence!’”
The 4th grade class had walked up to the
Jaguar fence and almost touched it, because
there were no markings or “keep away” signs.
After finding out they were almost shocked
by the fence, the lady also informed them

that they were standing in poison ivy, which
had grown onto the path to the jaguar exhibition.
After a busy day at the zoo, they all loaded
the bus and headed back to school. Whether
almost getting shocked, to getting poison ivy,
the 4th grade all agreed they had a great time
at the zoo.

