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Computer lab gets an upgrade
Lab boasts new furniture and robotics classes
by Connor, junior

J

Student actors gather on stage for the crowd scenes, as Pastor Abbey gives direction on their lines.

Students prepare for “Esther”
Excitement builds for the upcoming production
by Jessica, senior

G

et your tickets now for the showing of
the powerful story of Esther, coming to
an auditorium near you for one night only
on Sunday, Oct. 8, at 5:00 p.m. This production is brought to you by the junior and
senior high school students of Fairfax Baptist
Temple Academy.
“I’m so excited to be a part of the play,”
said Kylen, 8th grade, “but I know I will be
pretty nervous once I get on stage. I don’t
want to trip over the air or something!”
With the play fast approaching, many
last minute tweaks are taking place.

Mrs. Abbey and Amelia, senior, paint
columns for the Persian palace.

“I’ve memorized most of my scenes, but
now I’m just trying to perfect and really internalize my character,” said Julie, junior,
who has the role of Esther.
There is definitely an extra added stress
for the students who have taken on larger
roles, but they are sure to not disappoint!
The show must go on!
Students are happy with the lighter
homework and test loads this week. They are
using the extra time to study their lines and
to catch up on long-term assignments.
Make plans to join us this weekend!

Students block out various scenes during
the week-long practice schedule.
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Meet the Council

A look into the world of FBTA’s leaders
by Julie, senior

I

f you have ever wondered who belongs
to those voices on the intercom at exactly 8:08 a.m. every morning to bring announcements, wish happy birthdays, remind
students of upcoming events, and be happy
even though it is early Monday morning,
they are members of FBTA’s student council.
The council is made up of a representative from each junior and senior high class,
and four students in the offices of President,
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
Their goal is to lead our school through ministering to the needs of students spiritually,
academically, and administratively.
Every Wednesday during the lunch hour,
the student council meets in the library and
discusses things like how to make the school
atmosphere improve, easing homework
loads, and assisting in upcoming events.

The class representatives and officers who
speak to the administration about issues specific to their classes are:

ust before the first day of school this fall,
the computer lab underwent an upgrade
not seen in many years. New tables and
chairs were added, replacing some of the old
furniture that once sat in the lab.
“They donated to us the new chairs and
the tables,” said Mr. Briggs, secondary supervisor. “Then Mr. Vasquez and I worked
together to get the computers set up.”
A contact from Mr. Lampert’s company
was making a move and no longer required
the extra furniture for their new project, so
they donated the extra tables and chairs to
the academy to keep them from going to
waste. A minor setback was the timing of
the arrival of the new furniture — the day
before the first day of school. Mr. Briggs and
Mr. Vasquez worked overtime in getting the
tables and chairs ready for the students the
next day.
“We were there till about 10:30 at night
working on that,” reflected Mr. Briggs.
In addition to the new furniture is a new
elementary computer class taught by Mrs.
Billman.
“I teach computer elementary classes
from K4 all the way through 6th grade,” said
Mrs. Billman, computer teacher.
K4 through 1st grade spend their time
learning the basic of the computer and the
internet.
“They’re learning internet safety and
parts of the computer, and how to use the
mouse,” Mrs. Billman said.
Taking it a step further, 2nd and 3rd
grades develop their keyboarding skills, and
4th through 6th grade learn the mechanics of
different computer applications such as PowerPoint and Microsoft Word.
“At the end of the year we hope to learn
coding,” Mrs. Billman said.
At the junior high level, students will be
introduced to using coding to program a
Lego robot. Before classes started, a worker
from Lego taught the teachers a short lesson
on outside-the-box thinking and using coding to help the robots complete certain tasks.
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Mr. Niggl, science teacher, explained his
experience with the robots.
“The coding was not that difficult. It’s
just trial and error, because it’s all about how
to place the robot down on the ground,” Mr.
Niggl said. “You could program it to go at a
45 degree angle but if you don’t place it right,
it could make a mistake. It was fun, but kind
of frustrating sometimes if you had to do it
five, six, or seven times.”
The junior high robotics class follows a
curriculum starting with the basics of how to
program the robot to do simple movements.
“The students are learning how to make
the robot move straight, or how to turn,
how to make decisions,” Mrs. Billman said.
“With each chapter there’s a challenge, and a
skill that they have to use. In the first chapter,
they’re going to have to make it go through
a maze.”
With the digital age upon us, coding has
become a part of the academy’s program to
help give students insight into a high-demand area of society involving coding and
IT work. The acacemy hopes to expand the
robotics program to the high school in the
years to come. Coding may not be everyone’s
strength, but through the robotics class, students may find a passion in computer science
that can set them up for success in this modern day and age.
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Enoch, President
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Please pray for our students and our student council!

Mrs. Billman, robotics teacher, explains the basics
of programming.

Julie, Secretary, and Amelia, senior rep, serve coffee to
parents before the program.

Gabriel Varricchione and Heath Hamilton,
8th grade, study their robot for anomolies.
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PSAT pays off
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Sarah, junior, Julie, senior, Estefania,
junior, and Connor, junior, earnestly
study for the PSAT and SAT to earn some
scholarships.

How to get a scholarship through the PSAT
by Enoch, senior

O

n Wednesday, Oct. 11, the sophomores
and juniors will be taking the PSAT/
NMSQT from CollegeBoard. The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test is designed to
prepare students for the SAT which colleges
use to accept students and give out scholarships.
For juniors, the PSAT also counts as the
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.
Students who score above the selection index
which varies by state can become a National
Merit Commended Student, Semifinalist, or
Finalist. Many colleges will offer numerous
scholarships for each level, and Finalists can
even receive a full-ride scholarship for their
hard work.
“I want to be at least National Merit
Commended,” said Luke, junior homeschooler.
“I want to be able to get one of the highest scores in order for my family not to pay
for college,” said Jay, sophomore.
Although the PSAT may seem daunting,
the learned skills and academic incentives
justify the preparation. The test is 2 hours
and 45 minutes, with 60 minutes for Reading, 35 minutes for writing and language,
and 70 minutes for math. The highest score
is a 1520, and the selection index for Nation-

al Merit Semifinalists is taken from the correctly answered questions. Last year, Virginia
had the second highest index in the nation at
222 out of 228, which is about a 1480.
“My goal is to get at least 1400,” said Jonathan, junior.
Preparing for the PSAT should be done
a few months before, and the CollegeBoard
website has several free practice tests for
self-evaluation. Khan Academy has also partnered with CollegeBoard to provide free SAT
preparation. Taking SAT practice tests is also
a good way to prepare for both, since the
SAT is a slightly harder and longer version
of the PSAT. There are many online websites
and videos that provide in depth help and information to do well.
“I read the packet they gave us backwards
and forwards and I’m doing the problems,”
said Josh, sophomore. “The concepts, I’m
trying to look them up in different textbooks. Math is my struggle; I can get reading
and writing.”
Developing a strategy makes the test
much easier. Use the tests to expose weaknesses, showcase strengths, and build on
that. It’s okay to write in the booklet, so take
notes, define, and underline portions of the
material that seem important. Out of the
four answer choices, two can always be elim-

A united soccer match

FBTeens attend a D.C. United soccer game
by Caleb, junior

T

he Fairfax Baptist Temple teen group attended the Sept. 23 D.C. United soccer
game against the San Jose Earthquakes for
their teen activity (which they decided to do
instead of planning for the end of the world.)
The 71 teens got front row seats of the action and enjoyed the daring attempts of both
sides trying to put some points on the board.
“It seemed like soccer is a pretty popular sport among the teens,” said Gary Boyd,

youth pastor, “so I thought they would appreciate coming to a game.”
And they did. With D.C. United claiming a 4-0 victory, it was quite the sight to
watch. Most people attending hadn’t seen a
professional soccer game in person before, so
it was a relatively new experience for many.
“It was alright,” said Tyler, junior, “We
got to sit near the front.”
Some people thought that the concessions were a little bit expensive. You could

inated, one is close, and the last one is the
answer. Skip hard problems, and use a letter of the day, i.e., “C” if you’re stuck. Read
questions and answer choices carefully, and
double-check everything. Time yourself in
order to work on time management.
For reading, know the theme and try to
summarize the whole story in one sentence.
Learn to read charts and interpret data in
relation to the passage. The writing section
involves correcting grammatical errors, so
review grammar rules. Work on rewording
awkward phrasing. The Sadlier Vocabulary
book also has good information and similar
questions that help.
“Remember that for the reading section,
the answer is always in the text,” said Jacqueline, senior. “Math is like tricking you into
finding new ways to solve something.”
Math word problems are designed to distract, but know key words like “more than”
and “as many as” directly which mean adding
or multiplying. Take each sentence and make
an equation from them with this method.
Every question needs a form of an equation
to solve, so memorize various ones such as
area or volume of shapes, linear and quadratic graphs, functions, and polynomials.
On test day, sleep well and eat a good
breakfast. Don’t cram the night before because that will add to stress. Bring an approved calculator and backup batteries. Pray
before the test, focus on the material, and
don’t get distracted.
“Actually study for it, make sure you eat
mental food, bring multiple water bottles,
don’t go fast and fill in random answers like
some people,” said Gabe, senior.
“Don’t let other’s progress bother you like
when someone’s already done,” said Ben, senior. “Bring a calculator.”
PSAT scores will be online Dec. 11, so
make a CollegeBoard account and check
your score. The breakdown will include the
subscores, missed questions, and the National Merit index score. National Merit semifinalist don’t get announced until early next
school year, but if you do happen to make it,
a full-ride scholarship could make you and
your parents very proud!

Jessica Kitchings, senior, proudly holds up
her Potbelly sandwich before digging in.

photo by
Hart Zakaria,
junior

New cafeteria
classics

Potbelly choices have
been added to the
Tuesday lunch menu
by Hart, junior

S

andwiches!? Many students asked when
they found out that Potbelly sandwiches
would be served every Tuesday in the lunchroom.
That’s right! Taco Tuesday is gone and
Potbelly is here. The attempt to make our
cafeteria a whole lot healthier is becoming a
reality.
“I like it a lot because it is healthy and a
good amount of food,” said Melanie, junior.
Students get their choice of bread, cheese,
and meat for each sandwich or they can order
a cheese pizza. Each order comes with a bag
of chips and oatmeal cookies.
“I really like the turkey sandwich on
white bread,” said Valeria, 7th grade.
Some of the options include white or
whole grain bread, cheddar, provolone or
Swiss cheese.
“I love the style of sandwiches and the
healthiness too,” said Jay, sophomore.
Students must place their Tuesday orders
a day early on Monday — similar to ordering
Chick-fil-A earlier.
Everyone is very excited at the new addition of Potbelly to our school’s lunch menu
and now looks forward to Tuesday more than
ever.

The teen group had a large area in the family section
with a great view near the front.

have well overspent the price of your ticket;
however, some managed to find a loophole
in the system.
“It was really fun,” said Luke, junior homeschooler. “I’m glad they gave me free popcorn,” explaining that because concessions
were out of the type of pizza he wanted, they
threw in an extra popcorn.
Many thanks to Bro. Boyd and the rest of
the teen leaders for coming up with unique
and fun ideas each month for the teens.

Savannah, freshman, pauses for a
smile while enjoying her lunch.
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Coming up in our
next issue ...
• Grandparent’s Day: a wonderful day to connect with
our families ...
• Soccer team wins 1st place
in Valley Tournament over
the weekend!
• We’ll have all of the details
on the Esther play this Sunday night in our next issue!

