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FBTA tornado experience
Students and teachers trapped on school grounds
by Connor, sophomore

photos by Caleb and Connor, sophomores

S
The choral group, with their faithful director, Mr. Baldwin,
take in their 1st place National win.

A national celebration

photos by
Mr. Castilla

Virginia takes 1st place win for 15th time
by Carlie, senior

A

nd the states who tied for 2nd place:
Florida and Illinois. First place for the
15th time . . . Virginia!” said the announcer
as the Virginians went wild! Apr. 4-7 was the
AACS national competition hosted by Bob
Jones University, and students from all over
the country came to compete.
Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy loaded
up a bus and carted down students, coaches, and chaperones to compete in six categories: two piano solos, readers’ theater, classical
piano duet, physical science fair, and choral
group.
After a long day of travel, the bus unloaded and students got situated in the dorms.
The rest of the day was filled with dinner,
opening services, and late night practices in
preparation for competition the next day.
“We just went over the script,” said Ricky,
senior.
“I was really tired because we had been on
the bus all day, and the room was extremely
hot, but I think [the practice] really helped us
to be prepared to sing on Wednesday,” said
Julie, sophomore.
Wednesday was competition day 1. Hannah, senior, performed her sacred piano solo;
Henry, freshman, interviewed for his physical
science fair project; Haven, senior, and Hart,
sophomore, performed their classical piano
duet; and the choral group, small vocal ensemble, and readers’ theater also performed.
“Even though I didn’t win, I still had a
great time, and I loved the preaching we
heard every night. I also loved hanging out
with my friends,” said Hart, sophomore.
Thursday started out bright and early with
Haven performing her classical piano solo.
The students enjoyed watching other competitions, meeting up with college friends, viewing the art room, and attending the storm
party that Bob Jones University hosted.
“

Haven, senior, prepares to play her piano solo
in the beautiful War Memorial Chapel at BJU.

The awards’ ceremony is always the highlight of Nationals because of the many showcased competitors and the highly-anticipated
results. The Fairfax students eagerly awaited
their names to be called from the back of the
auditorium.
“I was sitting next to my friends thinking
‘oh my goodness, this is so lit,’” said Julie,
junior.
After much anticipation, the choral
group won 1st place, and Haven won 3rd
place with her classical piano solo!
“I was really worried when I found out
small vocal didn’t place,” said Jessica, junior.
“When they said Grace Christian (who beat
us last year) got 2nd, I was thinking ‘maybe
we won!’ Then they said Fairfax won, and I
was so excited! Everyone stood up, and [the
announcer] couldn’t even finish our name.”
The cheering that took place when Virginia won overall was deafening.
After the ceremony, the students were
pleased with the results and pumped up for
the next year of competition.

everal weeks ago, FBTA suffered from
an unfortunate series of events resulting from several small tornadoes and an accompanying storm. At about 1:30 p.m., on
Thursday, Apr. 6, the school’s power went
out due to fallen power lines from the storm.
The power lines inconveniently fell across the
entrance of Burke Lake Road off of Fairfax
County Parkway, which completely blocked
entry to the road.
“In geography class, we had just finished
the Power Point presentation and started
working on something else,” said Mr. Fender,
history teacher, recalling the event. “[When
the power went out,] we sat in the semi-dark
for a while, and later found out there was a
tornado.”
“I was in geometry class building a bridge
out of Popsicle sticks when the power went
out,” said Caleb, sophomore. “Because I was
using a hot glue gun powered by electricity,
I had to quickly use it before the heat went
out.”
Mr. Gleb announced that there had been
a tornado warning issued in the area, and
that all students must sit along the walls in
the hallways. In addition to the high school
students, the elementary classes also moved
downstairs for extra safety from the tornado.
“We were in the computer lab and were
having a study hall,” said Enoch, junior. “At
1:27 we heard a ‘boom’ and all the lights
flickered and all the monitors went out. Outside, it was starting to hail. Eventually, we all
left and lined up in the hallway.”
Because the storm happened during
AACS nationals, many students were away
to compete at Bob Jones University, leaving a
smaller than normal number of high school
students for the week. But on the day of the
power outage, some junior high classes left
for a field trip, leaving only 18 high school
students to experience the tornado warning.
When the tornado warning was lifted,
the students were given permission to call
their parents. Because there was no service
for most cell phones in the lower level hallway, the teachers recommended that everyone move to the auditorium in order to get
service.
It wasn’t until later that the staff realized
it was actually impossible to leave the school.
Because of the downed power lines, no one
could enter or leave the school from the
parkway, and because of downed trees and
flooding on the other end of the road, no one
could enter or leave from that direction ei-

Flooding on Burke Lake Road blocked access to the
road from Route 123, and kept the students
and teachers from leaving FBTA.

Downed trees and power lines blocked the roads
throughout and around Burke Lake Park.

Trees snapped in half in Burke Lake Park.

ther, which trapped everyone in the school
for several hours.
Many parents found a solution to pick
up their children by parking their cars along
Fairfax County Parkway in front of the
church. Then the children walked across the
grounds to their parents’ cars, but even this
solution was slow due to traffic caused by the
storm.
Eventually, the flooding subsided somewhat, and the teachers formed a caravan to
drive through the remaining water on the
flooded road and everyone got home safely.
To be trapped in the school building
was an interesting turn of events and a new
experience for many teachers and students.
Thankfully, the Lord kept the staff and students safe on the way back to their homes.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.” —Psalm 46:1
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The reader’s theater takes a turn on stage after the awards ceremony.
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Learning to be leaders
Bro. Boyd’s leadership class very helpful
by Hart, sophomore

O

nce a month, Bro. Boyd teaches a leadership class for the teen group. The
lessons cover a variety of different character
traits a person needs to become a good, godly
leader.
“I am really grateful for the teens that
make it a point to be there every time,” said
Bro. Boyd, Minister of Youth.
The class meets on Wednesday nights before the service from 6:15 to 6:45. The scheduling of the leadership class is supposed to be
a little inconvenient so that only teens who
really want to be a good leader will make the
effort to come.

The Master’s Kids Choir marched in with flags from around the world
and presented several songs honoring our missionaries.

“I enjoy the lessons I have learned, and I
have loved every one of them,” said Arianna,
senior.
Each time, Bro. Boyd encourages the
teens to apply the lesson to their normal
lives. Sometimes, there will be team building exercises like working together to solve a
problem or small prayer groups.
“I really enjoy the teamwork we do because it helps me be a better spiritual leader,”
said Haston, freshman.
The lessons cover leadership strengths
such as being inspiring, confident, creative,
forward-looking, and committed.

photos by
Connor, sophomore,
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Missions appreciation
A renewal to give to missions
by Enoch, junior

T

he Fairfax Baptist Temple Missions
Conference on Apr. 26-30 was a time
of international food, uplifting fellowship,
convicting preaching from Dr. Lou Baldwin, pastor emeritus of Crossroads Baptist
Church, and featured six different missionary
families from Scotland, England, Ecuador,
Thailand, Canada, and Korea.
Before this week, each of the elementary
students picked a country and made an informative poster. The posters were a great experience for both students and adults to learn
more about each country.
“I did a poster on Scotland!” said Joseph,
3rd grade.
“This was the first place I’ve been to that
has posters. It’s great because usually I’ll talk
about the country, but now people can look
at the posters and see that,” said Mr. Dasantad, missionary to Thailand.
There were many activities throughout
the week such as a ladies’ luncheon, a Master Kid’s Choir presentation with songs and
missionary stories, and an international food
tasting where anyone could come dressed in
international attire. During school, the missionaries visited the classrooms and preached
in chapel. They were open to questions and
taught about their respective countries and
ministries.

“I learned some Scottish English words,”
said Joshua, 3rd grade.
For the services every night there were
video presentations and special music from
the missionaries. Dr. Baldwin was the keynote speaker and preached about various aspects of missions each night. The Lord also
used the topic of faith promise giving to encourage many to give more to missions.
“What stuck out the most to me was Pastor Baldwin’s emphasis on giving,” said Miss
Johnson, English teacher.
“Pastor Baldwin impacted me to give
more to mission,” said Heath, 7th grade.
On the final day, there was a special time
of gift-giving to the missionaries. Many people came forward to give the missionaries
gifts and showed their love and respect for
those who sacrifice much to serve the Lord.
“When everyone is up there giving gifts
to the missionary, no one wants to be the
only one sitting there in the pew,” said Bro.
Boyd, youth pastor and missions director.
Even though Missions Conference has
ended, the work of sharing the Gospel and
giving to missions is never over. There is
still much to be done! As Luke 10:2 says,
“Therefore said he unto them, The harvest
truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth labourers into his harvest.”

Kathryn, Brooke, and Sierra, homeschoolers, prepare to hear the leader lesson from Bro. Boyd.

High school boys
dust off their
mitts and practice
their baseball
skills after school
on Fridays with
Bro. Boyd.
photos by Mrs. Dyck, journalism teacher

Throw down memory lane
The return of a long-anticipated sport
by Caleb, sophomore

B
Mr. Jamie Wiedmann talks to Pastor Ramos’ Bible class
about his ministry in England.

During the International Food Tasting, members were
able to try foods from around the world.

At the end of the conference, the missionaries were
showered with gifts from the congregation.

aseball may be making a long-awaited comeback to the sports line-up at
FBTA.
Both boys and girls have the opportunity to participate in several sports over the
course of the year. The girls participate in
volleyball during the guy’s soccer season,
and both boys and girls play basketball
throughout the winter season; however,
since the girls plays soccer in the spring,
there was an opening with no available
sport for the guys.
To counteract this, the boys play indoor
soccer after school on Mondays and pickup
basketball on Thursdays, but with the increased enrollment at the academy, the guys
have been tossing around the idea of a sport
to compete with other schools in the area.
That is one of the reasons why baseball
may be returning to the ranks of FBTA.
Practices are Fridays after school in hopes
of training a team for next year and perhaps
competing against other schools in a friendly skirmish.

“I’ve always wanted to be involved with
the sports here at FBTA,” said Bro. Boyd,
youth pastor and now baseball coach. “I
don’t know how to play soccer, and I’ve never
played on a basketball team; however, I do
know how to play baseball.”
Reception from students who attend
practices are generally well-received.
“I like it, and it’s really good exercise even
though it’s painful,” said Logan, freshman,
referring to some of the drills the team has
been learning.
“I think it’s great and that more people
should get involved,” said Tyler, sophomore.
“It’s fun to do.”
Sports are something that many students
at FBTA take to heart, whether it’s making
that one block in the crunch time of a basketball game, or making the final penalty kick to
win the soccer match.
Perhaps baseball is finally returning to
FBTA’s roster of sports after a long-anticipated wait. The team is enjoying the process of
learning the basics in the hopes of a promising future for FBTA’s baseball career.
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The anatomy class arrives in the lobby just before the surgery.

Healthy hearts
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Lessons from an open heart surgery
by Enoch, junior

M

r. Niggl took the anatomy class to the
Inova Fairfax Hospital to see a coronary artery triple bypass surgery on Apr. 26.
After Dr. Bassali, anesthesiologist, greeted the students in the lobby, Ms. Ferris, nurse
and guide, had the students take a pre-surgery test and subsequently brought the students to the glass “dome” where they could
watch the surgery. She explained the procedure very thoroughly and answered the students’ questions while asking them questions
too, similar to a classroom setting but with
the lesson in real time.
A triple bypass surgery is when a vein
from another body part such as the leg must
be removed and attached to the aorta in three
different sections of the heart. This vein is
used to bypass or form a different route for
blood flow around a clogged artery. Clogged
arteries result from too much saturated fat,
smoking, and bad cholesterol, and can lead
to heart attacks or strokes. Eating more fruits
and vegetables with high fiber along with exercise can prevent this problem.
“It was extra fun. Take better care of your
body; i.e., take better care of your heart!” said
Gabe, junior.
The surgeon had to break the sternum to
expose the heart and push away the ribs. Another member of the surgical team removed
the leg vein, and others had to monitor the
heart and keep track of the tools and blood.
The heart had to be stopped in order to attach the vein to the artery, and metal wire
was used to sew the sternum back up.
“My favorite part of the field trip was seeing what we were learning about in action,”
said Jonathan, sophomore.
“I was surprised to see how little bleeding
there was,” said Ben, senior.
“My favorite part of the anatomy field
trip was seeing them close the sternum after
they finished the operation on the heart. It
was very interesting, and I learned a lot of
new things,” said Julie, junior.

After the surgery, the students took
the same test again to see how much they
learned throughout the surgery.
“I think it was a once-in-a-lifetime experience you probably won’t forget for a
while,” said Mr. Niggl, science teacher. “You
just watch the surgeons and realize that they
went to school 18 years in order to do that.
I don’t begrudge the money they make—
they deserve it! They spent the time and
save lives, so that amazes me. To watch everything going on, and how well everybody
works together, how quickly that went today
was amazing. That was different because the
last triple bypass we didn’t even get to see
the end of it, because it took so long. Today
was about 3½, maybe 4 hours. Normally, I
think you’re looking at anywhere from 4-6
hours long.”
The students ate a fairly healthy lunch at
Chipotle and had a good time of fellowship,
but arguably unhealthy ice cream, at Cold
Stone.
The surgery has piqued many students’
interest in the medical field and may also
encourage future students to take anatomy.
“I thought the experience of the anatomy field trips to see the open heart surgery
of a triple bypass was absolutely incredible,
educationally inspiring, and just eye opening,” said Diana, senior. “It has changed
me, and it has also definitely made me try
to consider going into the medical field at
some point in my life.”
“The anatomy field trip is literally the
best experience of my life,” said Arianna, senior. “It was so amazing and so wonderful
to see how God allows us to work on our
bodies, and the way He gave us everything
we need to help each other. Also, I seriously
100% recommend to every underclassman
who has not taken anatomy to strongly take
anatomy . . . because it is the greatest thing
you could ever do.”

Haste makes waste
Chemistry class takes a field trip
by Julie, junior

O

n Tuesday, Apr. 11, Mr. Niggl’s chemistry class took a field trip with Mrs. Fea
to a waste water treatment plant to see how
the water we use for showering, washing, and
even drinking, gets filtered after going down
the drain.
“I loved learning how the water gets
cleaned, then used, then cleaned again. It was
very fascinating,” said Jessica, junior.
This educational experience was a great
opportunity for the class to see how chem-

istry works in real-life situations, and be
able to learn outside of the usual class
room setting. The waste treatment plant
was not only a new learning experience,
but also a new smell experience.
“It was fun to learn all of that new
information . . . and smell all the new
smells,” said Alex, junior.
The chemistry class was grateful for
this experience and is looking forward to
more opportunities like this in the near
future.

No rest for the weary
Teen “Insomnia” leaves few survivors
by Arianna, senior

T

he highlight of the FBTeens’ activities is,
without a doubt, teen insomnia — an
all-night, stay-up, coffee, monster extravaganza. On Friday evening, Apr. 21, all teens
gathered in the fellowship hall to begin the
night.
“Overall, it was super, super fun. I enjoyed hanging out with my friends all night,”
said Andrew, 8th grade. “My two favorite
parts were the hamster balls and swimming,
even though I had a headache afterwards.”
The night started out with energy-filled
teens needing pizza.
“I ate a bunch of pizza. I was just really
excited for the night to start after,” said Logan, freshman.
After the pizza, Bro. Boyd came in and
began the night’s activities.
“I was excited that all the preparation
was being put into practice,” said Bro. Boyd,
youth minister. “I was nervous, but excited at
the same time, because you never know how
all that stuff is going to go over.”
The first game the teens played was a
large-scale scavenger hunt using an app called
Klikaklu. Not your average run-of-the-mill
scavenger hunt, Klikaklu is a marathon,
which matched the clues given on the teens’
phones with areas around the church building.
“We were running and sprinting everywhere and trying to finish fast,” said Matthew, junior. “We were also the only group
that you heard before you saw us . . . thanks
to Arianna.”
The next games were Outpost and Capture the Flag.
“Outpost was not my favorite, but when
we switched to Capture the Flag, it was so
much fun and I loved it,” said Gabby, senior.

After all the games at church, Bro. Boyd
gave a message of salvation breaking down
the verse, John 3:16.
“Bro. Boyd has really good messages that
we can learn from,” said Cindy, sophomore.
Afterward, the teens headed over to Kid’s
Choice for Duck Donuts, basketball, soccer,
giant hamster balls, moon bounces, video
games, volleyball, pool time, and food—lots
of food.
“I only had one donut, and I dropped it
on the floor. It was sad,” said Ben, junior.
“I really liked all the moon bounces and
hamster balls because we could use them all
night,” said Diego, 8th grade. “I also really enjoyed the swimming and the obstacle
course in the pool.”
As the night was wrapping up, teens
started dropping like flies—some struggling
to stay awake, some fallen asleep, or the rare
few with the energy to go for a few more
hours.
“I was doing a lot so it was easier for me
to stay awake,” said Ava, 8th grade.
Wrapping up the night, the teens were
treated to five-star service and food (with
choice of coffee or soda) from McDonalds.
While some teens were able to stay awake for
breakfast, others were out before they even
sat down.
“McDonalds was fun for the parts that
I was awake,” said Julie, junior. “I don’t remember how the food tasted though. I was
asleep.”
The night (or morning) ended at 6:30
a.m. with happy, calm, tired teens waiting
for the moment their heads hit their pillows
and sleep took them.
“It was pretty funny seeing all of y’all
passed out,” said Bro. Boyd, with a smile, as
he snapped blackmail photos.

The Chemistry class “suits up” for their tour to the waste treatment plant.
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Sr skip day

The senior class
skipped school for an
“educational field trip”
at Mr. Fender’s house
by Haven, senior

B
The students keep as many balls as possible on the parachute after their Easter egg hunt.

eginning with the senior class of 2012,
Mr. Fender created an end-of-year tradition to take the senior class to his house for a
movie afternoon. This year’s senior class could
hardly wait to be able to skip school, watch a
movie, and eat unlimited amounts of Fender
Bread and pizza.
After 3rd period on Apr. 19, the seniors
and Mr. Fender gathered around on couches
and chairs at his home to watch Twelve Angry Men—a movie about a jury’s deliberating
whether a boy was guilty in a murder trial set
in the 1950s.
“My favorite part [of the afternoon] was
laughing with classmates and the hilarious
pictures taken,” said Chip. “My favorite part
of the movie was the moment when the man
knew that he wanted the kid to be guilty only
because he was angry at his own son.”
Halfway through the movie, the seniors
took an intermission to eat pizza and delicious Fender Bread. Mr. Fender had baked

photo by Mr. Smith,
K4 parent

EGGstatic for Easter

The K4 class celebrates before Easter break
by Haven, senior

photo by Haven, senior

O

n the day before Easter break, the K4
class ended recess early in order to get
a head start on their Easter celebration. The
students were excited to be able to make Easter crafts, eat lots of candy, and go on an Easter egg hunt.
Using sticker sheets to recreate the story
of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the students
learned the reasons why we as Christians celebrate the Easter holiday.
“The class enjoyed recreating the resurrection scene with their stickers,” said Miss
Clum, K4 teacher.
The class read stories about the wonderful news that Jesus rose from the dead so we
could have eternal life in heaven with Him.
After the lessons, the students made Easter dot art, and later, sand art. Following the
arts and crafts, they prepared for an egg hunt.
“I really liked the Easter bunnies,” said
Jeremiah, K4.
Many parents joined the class in the celebration and even helped to hide the eggs
for the hunt. The K4 class also participated
in multiple outdoor games including parachutes and egg relay races.

The K4 class gathers for a picture together to show
their self-made Easter bunny hats.

“My favorite part was the Easter egg
hunt we had,” said Maddie, K4.
“My favorite part of the party was
giving the kids their Easter bunnies and
watching them get super excited about
these stuffed animals. The kids had a lot
of fun doing the Easter egg hunt, and I
liked it all,” said Miss Clum.

Alex shows off his resurrection stickers.

The seniors take a quick selfie with
Mr. Fender just before heading
back to school.

photo by Gabby,
senior

about 20 loaves of bread, so the students
got to choose from a wide variety of flavors.
“The yearly senior tradition at Mr.
Fender’s house was great!” said Diana. “It
was a very educational and life-influencing
movie. Definitely a 5-star classic.”
After the movie ended, the class boarded the van once again and headed back to
school just in time for 6th period. Although
the party lasted only a few hours, the memories made will last a while longer.
“It was fun watching the movie and
making connections with our class,” said
Ricky, senior. “It was also fun to see where
Mr. Fender lives.”
Many thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Fender
for their time, effort, resources, and hospitality and for their generosity towards the
senior class.

Ha..ha..HAAA

Get ready to laugh with these Easter jokes!
by Jessica, junior

W

hile Easter is a time for remembrance
for the resurrection of our Lord and
Savior, there’s no reason we can’t have fun
with a few corny jokes!
Try these out on a couple of your friends:
Joke: “What do you get if you cross a bee
and a bunny?”
Answer: A honey bunny

Joke: “What place is a bunny’s favorite
restaurant for breakfast?”
Answer: IHOP
Joke (courtesy of Jayden Tart, 8th grade):
“What did the Easter Bunny say to the chef?”
Answer: Make my yolk easy and my burden
light.
Joke: “What did the Easter egg call the test?”
Answer: It was ‘over-easy’

To infinity and beyond!

photos by Mrs. Fea, science lab teacher

Magic School Bus: Junior high edition
by Enoch, junior

F
The junior high choir, as well as the senior high choir,
large and small ensembles, sings at
Crossroads Baptist Church.

Choir cheer

ODACS music shared
at Crossroads Baptist
by Jessica, junior

T

wo Sundays ago, the junior and senior
high choirs hiked over to Crossroads
Baptist Church to present some selections
of the music they sang in competition. The
‘ODACS showcase’ took the place of the
regular evening service. It was a joyous night
filled with many different people coming together to worship the Lord.
Afterward, the participants and their
families gathered downstairs for some refreshments. The feedback from the congregation was nothing but positive remarks. Pastor Mike received constant praises from his
church family expressing how much the music touched their hearts. It was such a blessing and awesome opportunity to share songs
with our sister church at Bailey’s Crossroads.

BTA science teacher, Mr. Niggl and science lab teacher, Mrs. Fea, took the junior high Earth Science class on a field trip
to the National Air and Space Museum in
Washington, D.C. on Apr. 6.
“The field trips in general have been very
fun. I enjoy showing students how science
is applicable to them in the real world,” said
Mrs. Fea.
After waiting for almost 15 minutes in
the pouring rain to get through security, the
students finally entered the museum and
watched the movie Journey to the Stars in the
huge dome-shaped Einstein Planetarium.
“Since it is an Earth Science class, the
main purpose of the field trip was to see the
planetarium to learn more about the planets
and space,” said Mrs. Fea.
“It was so awesome! Shakti got to give
someone a tract, and then we got the chance
to go to the planetarium,” said Kylen, 7th
grade.
“It was nice to know that our next eclipse
is in August 2017,” said Caleb, 8th grade.
Afterward, the class split into two groups.
One group explored the educational museum exhibits while the other went to ride an
extremely popular flight combat simulator.
“If you’re going to go to the Air and
Space Museum, go to the simulator,” said
Ava, 8th grade.

“The simulator went upside down. One
person was the pilot, and the other was a
gunner. I had trouble shooting missiles at the
enemy because the pilot kept doing flips, but
it was overall fun,” said Soriya, 8th grade.
“Kylen and I got to go into the simulator
thingy, and we screamed our heads off,” said
Sri Shakti, 7th grade.
Next, the class spent almost the rest of
the day in the tantalizing, but overpriced gift
shop.
“I really liked going to the gift shop and
getting a hat. It was very expensive though,”
said Diego, 8th grade.
“I love the astronaut bear that I got at the
gift shop!” said Elizabeth, 7th grade.
“I got this really neat Einstein mug,” said
Mr. Niggl, science teacher.
After lunch at the food court, the students toured the airplane exhibits and waited
for the bus to arrive.
“It was really fun, and I’d love to go do it
again,” said Holden, 8th grade.
Although there was a thunderstorm with
hail and a tornado watch, the bus managed
to park right in front the school on Fairfax
County Parkway due to flooded road closings. The students then trekked across the
grass and arrived at the school building to be
picked up by their parents.
Overall, the field trip proved to be somewhat trying, but quite memorable in the end.

The students look in awe at a space module exhibit,
while waiting for the bus to take them back to school.

Kiersten, 8th grade, and Elizabeth, 7th grade, ready their
team of plush astronauts for another mission.

