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Mr. Self preaches to the youth group during the FBT winter revival.

A reviving revival

The senior class of FBTA proudly posed with Delegate Tim Hugo
after discussing important political issues that Christians are facing today.

Senators, sessions, & snow

The seniors explore the political side of Richmond
by Haven, senior

S

now finally fell on a school day on Monday, Jan. 30, causing a two-hour delay
for the students at FBTA. Usually, this news
would have students of all ages thrilled to
death—and everyone WAS thrilled . . . except for the senior class.
The seniors had planned to travel to
Richmond, VA, to attend the ODACS Government Day, and doing so meant they were
required to be at the school at 6:30 a.m. Ultimately, because of Government Day, the rare
two-hour delay applied to everyone except
the seniors.
Nonetheless, the seniors were still prepared and excited to go on this field trip—
especially because it had been snowed out
the year before.
When the seniors and Mr. Bradford arrived at a meeting room in downtown Richmond, they were greeted by Dan Zacharias
and several other school groups ready to begin sessions on politics and leadership.
“My favorite thing about Government
Day was seeing the difference between the
state government and the U.S. federal government,” said Ricky, senior. “It was also nice
to be with my class, hanging out and learning about the history of our state!”
After a couple discussions and political
lessons, the students all followed Mr. Zacharias across the street to the courthouse where
they had the opportunity to sit in on several
different meetings between state delegates,
representatives, and board members.

“My favorite part was seeing the legislative branch in action and getting to see people propose their thoughts and actions on
different matters,” said Elise, senior.
The meetings involved central matters of
education, technology, and other community matters.
After a few meetings at the courthouse
and a few more hours-worth of sessions and
lunch, the students had the opportunity to
take a tour of the Virginia State House. This
house is a large attraction in Richmond because of its historic background and establishment in the 1800s, so naturally the students were interested in a tour of the house
from top to bottom.
After the sessions, Mr. Bradford took the
FBTA seniors to meet Delegate Tim Hugo, a
conservative member who prayed with them
and agreed to visit Fairfax Baptist Temple for
church sometime soon.
“Meeting Delegate Tim Hugo was so refreshing because his Christian stance and demeanor truly stood out,” said Diana, senior.
“I learned many historic, political and life
lessons and facts that I will take to my grave.”
After a long but exciting and educational
day, the seniors and Mr. Bradford returned
to school having gained invaluable education
about the structure of Virginian government
and politics. This day was well worth the
early departure, although the seniors are still
working on making up that two-hour delay!

Evangelists move people with God’s Word
by Alyssa, freshman

T

wo weeks ago, Fairfax Baptist Temple
held their winter revival with evangelists
Dave Young and Micah Self.
Evangelist Young preached during the
evening revival services, while Mr. Self held
separate services and preached for the elementary kids. FBTA students also were able
to hear Mr. Self during chapel hours. Mrs.
Darby prepared a delicious dinner for adults
coming straight from work so they wouldn’t
miss the services.
The revival messages were very touching,
and made many people realize their need
for God to be more involved in their lives.
The Bible says in I Corinthians 13:2, “And
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge;
and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not charity, I
am nothing.”
Mr. Self reiterated by saying that we
could have the power to move mountains,
but if we do not love, we are nothing.
“I really enjoyed the revival this year
because the speakers were both so real and
relatable,” said Carlie, senior. “The messages
were powerful and convicting, and gave me
just what I needed.”

Students listened to challenging lessons
brought by Mr. Jameson Coppola, legislator
for Christian education.

The senior class poses for a picture in the heart of downtown Richmond.
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“This revival was really good. It brought
me a lot closer to God, and it showed me
how much God loves me,” said John, freshman.
“The revival messages were very good,
and helped me improve my spiritual walk
with God,” said Melanie, sophomore.
Many people were moved during the
winter revival, and changed themselves to
have a better testimony. This just goes to
show the power of God!

Mr. Self directs the teens during the Danger Games
before the revival services.
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The seniors observed as delegates debated
and discussed topics affecting Virginia’s
local communities.

The Government Day students enjoyed a fabulous tour guide who thoroughly gave
the background on the Virginia State House.
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Pizza MODifications

Teen group competes for best pizza at MOD’s
by Connor, sophomore

T

Haven adds the tears to all of the cheers with heartfelt words and a hug.

Tears and cheers

photo by Hart,
sophomore

FBTA seniors are recognized on senior night
by Carlie, senior

T

he tears were definitely flowing on the
night of Jan. 27 at the basketball games
against Valley Baptist School as the seniors
of FBTA were recognized between the two
varsity games.
That morning, seniors filled out forms
asking for their favorite verses and memories
at FBTA, as well as for their future plans.
“Beating Valley in the state tournament
in 10th grade was my favorite memory,” said
Ricky, senior.
After a massive varsity girls’ basketball
win, Senior Night began with Mr. Bradford
highlighting the first senior, Ben. Friends
and families watched as first Ben and his
parents and then all of the other seniors
proudly walked to the center of the court to
be recognized.
You may wonder what went through our
minds as our future plans were being read
and our farewells to sports being said.
“I can’t believe I am already a senior in
high school!” said Gabby, senior. “I remember going to all my siblings’ senior nights,
and I always pictured my name being called.
When I heard my name, it didn’t feel real.”
“Wow! It’s all about to be over. I can’t
believe time passed that quickly,” said Ben,
senior.

Along with the seniors, someone who is
very special to many of us seniors was recognized—Mrs. Henderson, our class’s kindergarten teacher. Haven, senior, said a few
words to thank her for her time and love before we all hugged her and presented her with
a signed card and senior T-shirt.
“It was so nice to finally be able to give
a heart-felt ‘thank you’ to Mrs. Henderson,
and I’m so glad she was able to be there on
Senior Night,” said Haven. “Arianna helped
me come up with the idea to thank her on
our special night, so I’m glad it worked out.”
After the tears and the cheers, Senior
Night neared the end with the varsity boys
fighting hard against Valley. They didn’t quite
pull out the win, but their energy was contagious, and the game was exciting to watch.
During the game, Mrs. Darby was busily
concocting a wonderful meal for the seniors
and parents in the cafeteria downstairs. We
all hurriedly made our way downstairs to the
smell of cooked ham, mashed potatoes, Caesar salad, bread, and dessert.
Mr. Bradford caught us all up on senior
news including college plans, senior trip
plans, and ACT/SAT preparations while we
finished our meals. The day ended up being
very long and packed full, but we were all
happy to get on the same page and be able to
spend quality time together with our parents.

he teen group recently took a trip to
MOD Pizza, a restaurant where any pizza that can be made becomes a reality. Each
pizza can be topped with over 30 different
toppings to make each creation unique.
“It seems like a lot of people went with
tomatoes, and also lots of bacon,” said Bro.
Boyd, youth pastor. “I wish I had put more
artichoke on my pizza. I did artichoke on
half, garlic on the other half ... the garlic was
not so good.”
“The pizza was amazing! I went again
three days in a row,” said Sarah, sophomore.
“My mom got everything on hers.”

“I made a mega pizza with all the meats and pineapples,” said Hart, sophomore.

With almost too many options and the
simple pizza formula, MOD pizza was an excellent choice for an activity, and many teens
would agree.
“I put tomato sauce and cheese on top,
pepperoni, salami, bacon, and I think onions. It was pretty good,” said Stephanie,
sophomore.
Bro. Boyd chose the top nine best-looking pizzas and uploaded them to Facebook
for a vote by the church.
Gabby, senior, won a $10 gift card to
Chipotle for the best-looking pizza. Haven,
senior, won second place and received a $5
Starbucks card.
With all this praise from the teen community, it would not be surprising if a revisit
to MOD pizza would come some time in the
future.

FBT Facebook members could help vote on the
best-looking pizza.

Pastor Abbey dedicates baby Vasquez to the Lord during a Sunday service.

photo by Arianna, senior

A new baby Vasquez
The senior guys smile (or most of them) with Coach Gleb before they take on Valley.

Poetry practice
FBTA
by Kevin and Gabe, 7th grade

F stands for Fairfax, Friendship, and Faith
B stands for the Boldness that we see on
people’s face
T stands for the Time we all spent together
A stands for All the years we’ll have forever
Even though this may not be
the best school year we have made,
Don’t forget we are the Patriots
and we are brave!

Gold, Blue, White
by Charity and Brook, 7th grade

The future generation,
That’s me, that’s you,
Since 1976,
FBT has kept us true.
With the colors blue and gold,
They have helped us to be bold,
with sharing the gospel,
to the young and old.
One school under God,
With the help of the Bible,
And also Pastor Todd,
The Patriots stand true.
With gold, white, and blue!

Mrs.Vasquez is back at school with a new job
by Arianna, senior

O

n Nov. 30, at 3:30 p.m., the newest
member of the Vasquez family was
born, as Mrs. Vasquez gave birth to a beautiful baby boy. He is a miracle and a half.
“It is so great to be back at school . . .
I missed my class,” said Mrs. Vasquez, K-4
teacher. “I appreciate all the prayers from everyone for myself and [the baby].”
The preschool teachers and aides needed
to adjust quickly to an unexpected early labor. Mrs. Vasquez was due to deliver in January, but went into labor and was hospitalized
in late November. Students and teachers began praying every day for both her and her
husband, who had full-time care of their two

daughters for 10 weeks while Mrs. Vasquez
was in the hospital.
“I am so grateful for those who stepped
in and helped while I was out,” said Mrs.
Vasquez.
“I was really worried for Mrs. Vasquez,
but I felt very prepared [to teach the K4
class] and had an amazing support system,”
said Ms. Myrick, aide who filled in for Mrs.
Vasquez.
The whole school is happy and praising
the Lord that prayers were answered for Mrs.
Vasquez, the baby, and that their family is
healthy, safe, and happy.
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The students tap into their creative instincts
by Haston, freshman

T
Many people enjoy the good fellowship and lights
during the Open House at night.

Mr. Bradford literally and figuratively gives a lit tour to
prospective parents after the blackout.

Blackouts+Snowstorms = Open House
The equation for Open House challenges
by Enoch, junior

“

N

o school!” was the battle cry of every
student when half of the school’s lights
and electricity had their own spirit week
on Jan. 24—which just so happened to be
Open House Day.
“Nope, we’re still going to have school!”
said Mrs. Darby, as she hurried to find some
temporary light sources while preparing
food and numerous logistics for the ongoing
Open House.
Thankfully, many prospective parents
still came to visit during the blackout, and
all of the events went smoothly. Visitors were
greeted by happy Student Council members
and then had a light breakfast. A special
chapel for the whole school and tours were
given by Mr. Bradford, Administrator, and
Mrs. Zakaria. Parents were able to ask questions about the school’s academic, spiritual,
social, and extracurricular aspects, and then
got to meet teachers and other staff as well.
Finally, a three-course meal courtesy
of Mrs. Darby and helpers concluded the
morning session.
In the evening, even more people attended. Both new and returning families
could register for the school, and returning
students could get $100 off the registration
fee. Mr. Bradford gave a presentation in the
auditorium, classrooms were open, and all of
the teachers were present to meet and greet.

Mrs. Rodriguez and her 6th graders make an
impromptu whiteboard when the lights went out.

“We had everything planned out for the
day, although we did have to change some
things around,” said Mr. Bradford. “The
blackout only lasted about two hours, and
thankfully we had enough lights to still have
it.”
What was the cause of the blackout? and
on Open House?
“The blackout did not originate inside
the school; it was from the outside,” said
Mr. Garneau, Maintenance Supervisor. “On
Roberts Road near the intersection close to
the school, a car had crashed into a telephone pole . . . which ended up taking out
half the electricity in the area. The car crash
was immediately taken care of, but it took a
while for the electricity company to come in
and fix it.” Mr. Garneau worked behind the
scenes along with many others to find and
fix the problem.
Strangely enough, another outside force,
a snowstorm, caused Open House to be
rescheduled twice two years ago. Whether
these strange events are of a divine origin
or pure coincidence, the uncanniness of the
situation calls for some thought and consideration, but was actually quite humorous.
Thankfully, the Lord blessed with the
number of people visiting and the great
things that happened that day.

he art students of FBTA have channeled
their inner Van Gogh and have begun
working on their ODACS competition pieces.
Mrs. Lewis, former art teacher at FBTA,
comes back into the area several times each
year to help the students get started on their
art projects for the competition.
It was a stormy day right after Christmas
when Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Darby walked
into school and broke out the paint supplies.
Soon after, students started to arrive.
“My favorite part was the food and new
experiences,” said Deidre, 5th grade. During
art week, Mrs. Darby made lots of goodies
for the art students.
For most people, it was fun seeing friends
after a long Christmas break.
“[I loved] getting to spend time with fellow friends,” said Sarah, sophomore.
Some of the other students were excited
to work with Mrs. Lewis again.

Deirdre, works diligently on her
polychromatic drawing.
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“[My favorite part was] working with
Mrs. Lewis and her imaginative ideas,” said
Julie, junior.
While some people liked the painting,
and eating, and learning new skills, everyone
would agree that we are most thankful that
Mrs. Lewis is able to fly from sunny Florida into the cold Virginia just to help the art
students.

Spirit week fun!

T

o see more of our Spirit Week photos, check out our Facebook page:
@FairfaxBaptistTempleAcademy.

Miss Monteith’s 3rd grade class dressed up and showed off their outfits for Cozy Day.

Logan, freshman, and Nathan,
sophomore, happily worry about a school cancellation.

Super Bowl LI
Bro. Party at
Bro. Boyd’s home
by Caleb, sophomore.

E

very year the Super Bowl rolls around
and pits two of the best teams in the
NFL to face off in an epic showdown —
this year, between the New England Patriots
and the Atlanta Falcons. What better way is

The teen boys settle in to cheer on their favorite
team during the Super Bowl.
photos by Caleb, sophomore

Mrs. Hamilton’s 4th grade class dressed up in black and white for Class Color Day.

there to celebrate than to watch the game
with pizza, several bags of chips, soda, and
friends?
Bro. Boyd invited the teen boys to a Super Bowl party at his house after the evening
service to enjoy all the thrilling football moments.
“It was a great time of fellowship with
other teens,” said Jordan, homeschooler.
“It was great to see everybody get together and have a lot of fun,” said Enoch, junior. “We also played Xbox during halftime,
which was really awesome.”
Most of the boys were cheering for the
Falcons, so when the game tied up at the
very end and went into overtime for the first
time in Super Bowl history, there was not a

lot of fanfare. The Patriots ended up defeating the Falcons 34-28.
Not to be outdone by the boys, some of
the girls arranged their own Super Bowl party
at Mrs. Lampert’s house.
“We sorta watched the Super Bowl,” said
Arianna, senior. “We watched the last minute when they went into overtime. We also
ate a lot of food. Mrs. Lampert made good
guacamole.”
Whether you were a fan of the results or
not, or even just hoped to see a good game,
the Super Bowl was quite a close game to
watch. A very special thanks to Bro. Boyd and
Mrs. Lampert for opening up their homes to
the teens.
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A copious
number of
casualties

This basketball season,
many injuries have occurred
by Hart, sophomore

Val-LIT!

photos by Julie, junior

The varsity boys’ team gives their all
during the Valley Trounament.

Valley Tournament
by Julie, junior

T

he Varsity Lady Patriots took home
2nd place at the Valley Tournament in
a high-intensity game against the girls’ team
from South View Christian School.
“I thought that we all played really well
for the condition the team was in. We had
6 players that were either injured or sick,
but we still fought until the very end,” said
Carlie, senior. “It was such an intense game,
and we were all so thankful for our loyal fans
cheering us on!”
The varsity guys’ team also won several of
their games, but did not place in as high a
ranking.

“Overall, the team didn’t play that badly,” said Chip, senior. “After the first time we
played we were a little worried, but the second time on Saturday, we were getting the
hang of it.”
There were a lot of memories made and
the teams had a blast staying in the hotel and
eating out at Cracker Barrel.
“I enjoyed hanging out at the hotel with
the three girls in my room: Cindy, Jordan,
and Stefanie. We had a lot of laughs and
made great memories!” said Amelia, junior.
Even though the teams did not win the
top place this time, they ended the year on a
strong note and gave it their all!

Roller skating (with a twist)
by Jessica, junior

T

he church-wide roller skating event is a
crowd favorite at FBT.
“I had a great time, even though I fell a
couple of times and it was really embarrassing,” said Alyssa, freshman.
Whether you can roller blade or skate,
this activity is a great opportunity to get
some exercise while fellowshipping with
church family and friends.
“It was a lot of fun skating with my sister
and friends, even though it was very nerve
racking skating next to the little kids that
kept falling,” said Amelia, junior. “I hadn’t
skated in four years, so it was nice getting
back out there! I love roller skating so much!”
Although the skating facility was trying
to play family-friendly songs, some of the
music was a little more upbeat than had been
played at past activities. Pastor Abbey commented that it wasn’t quite the Disney he remembered from his childhood!

With assurances that FBT would bring
their own music at the next skating event, it
was still a very enjoyable time for the people
that attended.
If you missed it, make sure to mark your
calendars for next year!

Emily and Gabby, 5th grade,
rest for a moment on the side of the rink.

Haston, Maya, and Alyssa,
freshmen, pose with Andrew, 8th grade.

Y

ou may have seen a few students hobbling around the school lately, because
there have been vast amounts of sports injuries this basketball season.
First, Diana, senior, tore an ACL and
had to have surgery. Earlier in the season at
the Landmark game, her knee stayed locked
behind her as she was dribbling down the
court with the ball.
“I was very depressed, distraught and
discontent with the fact that I would have to
endure an ACL reconstruction and meniscus surgery, which meant no sports for the
rest of my senior year,” said Diana. “However, I have learned to trust God, because
He has a purpose and plan for whatever I
go through.”
Also this season, Carlie, senior, rolled her
ankle at the Faith game. She was displaced
in the air and landed wrong on her foot.
“I was disappointed because I could not

Diana, senior, shows her knee after
surgery while Arianna, senior, gives her
some pity.

photo by
Hart,
sophomore

go skiing and I could not play to the best of
my ability at the Heritage game,” said Carlie.
Sarah, sophomore, learned that she had
post-concussion syndrome after one of her
eyes began to dilate. This meant she could
not play basketball for several weeks.
Finally, many miscellaneous injuries including additional rolled ankles, bent fingers,
and hurt arms have occurred.
“After my bent finger and almost broken
arm, I am praying that no more things happen to me so I can still play sports my senior
year,” said Ricky, senior.
Always remember to play aggressive but
be careful when you play sports. Go Patriots!

Will you be mine?

An atypical Valentine’s Day article
by Jessica, junior

W

Bro. and Mrs. Boyd help Titus as he works
on his new-found skating skills.

photos by
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e all know the saying “Roses are red,
Violets are blue,” but on this Valentine’s Day, let’s not think about the ‘romantic’ aspect necessarily. This holiday can also
be used to express your care for your loved
ones.
On this Valentine’s Day, try to do something nice for your family like making a
home-cooked meal or baking some cookies.
Maybe even doing your chores without being
asked.
Another idea is to give out personalized
valentines for your classmates. It lets them
know how much you enjoy and appreciate
knowing them and being in their class. Don’t
forget the candy too!
Most importantly, let’s not forget the
greatest love ever shown on this earth. As
John 3:16 says, “For God so LOVED the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” What a
great reminder of the strength of God’s love
for us!
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Elementary ODACS Competition

F

BTA won 2nd place at the 2017 Elementary ODACS Competition. Look for individual
competition results and Jr./Sr. High results in the March paper.

