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4th through 6th graders eagerly press on
in order to complete their twenty laps of running.

Pacing the race, or racing the Pace?
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FBTA students pull together to raise money for the school
by Haven, senior

M

usic playing, the smell of hotdogs
grilling, excited children ready to run,
people posing for pictures with friends—
these are only a few of the activities that happen on the special day of the Patriot Pace.
On Thursday, Oct. 4, the whole school
gathered on the soccer field in preparation
to run laps around the soccer field for the
Patriot Pace. Prior to the Pace, the students
went around to family members, relatives,
neighbors, friends, and church members to
ask them to be sponsors for the Patriot Pace.
Students competed with one another, trying
to bring in the most money possible for our
school.
On the day of the Pace, students were
dismissed from class around noon. The day

started off with an all-school picture on the
soccer field, then the K3-K5 ran first, followed by the rest of the elementary, and lastly the junior high and high school.
“I love the enthusiasm that all the little
kids and high schoolers have for the Patriot
Pace,” said Amelia, junior.
“My favorite thing was that we got to skip
school, and it was nice that I got to come out
with the junior-senior highers finally after
being in elementary for so long,” said Amy,
7th grade. “At the end of the Patriot Pace, I
was feeling tired, but still felt really glad that
I got to go out and get some fresh air with
my friends.”
The goal was for each student to run a
total of twenty laps, although many students
went above and beyond by running more.

Observing Grandparents’ Day
A tribute to grandparents

by Enoch, junior

I

t was a beautiful Friday morning on Oct.
14 when many grandparents came to
FBTA to see their grandchildren. Both students and grandparents were delighted to
show their love and respect for each other.
“We love our grandparents and want to
honor them,” said Mr. Bradford, school administrator. “It’s also an exciting day for the
kids to look forward to.”
“We love Grandparents’ Day here at
FBTA,” said Mrs. Bradford, who helped prepare the luncheon. “We think it is one of the
most exciting days of the school year. We just
love seeing families come together and support their children. We love to see the kids
loving their parents and grandparents.

The day started off with the grandparents
being treated to a special performance by the
elementary in the auditorium. The elementary orchestras artistically played their songs,
and the kids were overjoyed to demonstrate
what they had learned for their grandparents.
Afterward, all the grandparents visited the
children’s classes and experienced the nostalgic feeling of school. Some classrooms made
candy corn crafts with their grandparents,
and others made a delicious snack together.
“I think that Grandparents’ Day went
very well, that the students did a great job,
and the grandparents enjoyed it,” said Mrs.
Yates, elementary aide. “I think it is really
important that we honor and remember our
grandparents for all they’ve done!”

When asked what his favorite thing
about school is, Noah, K3, said, “The Patriot
Pace! I ran seventeen laps!”
Throughout the race, unlimited amounts
of Gatorade and water were available to refresh the students when they got tired. Snow
cones were also an added refresher and a perfect treat for the runners. Surrounding the
sidelines of the soccer field were parents and
teachers, eager to cheer the students on and
hand out bracelets for each lap completed.
“The Patriot Pace is a strange thing—I
never thought I’d be anticipating running
four miles, but the feeling of accomplishment afterwards made it all worthwhile,”
said Henry, freshman.
By the end of the day, students were
ready for a long nap and a good meal, yet

Mrs. Fannin works with her grandson, Zachary,
4th grade, to make the best candy corn structure.

Lastly, a special luncheon for the families to enjoy was prepared. As the kids came
in from the youngest to oldest, they had a
delicious menu to choose from. The classic
cheese, pepperoni or sausage pizza, crunchy
carrots, and varied chips and cookies were
the perfect ending to the day. Many trips
were made for more, especially for chips and
cookies but not so for carrots. Even the older
visitors had their fill too.
The student council members were excused from morning classes and had the privilege to greet folks and serve the food.

Rudd, 3rd grade, and Daniel, 4th grade, show off their
senses of accomplishment
after they have completed the run.

Mr. Bradford cheers on Kevin,7th grade,
Savannah, 8th grade, and Kiersten, 8th grade,
as they finish one of their laps.

they still enjoyed being outside in the sunshine, getting a break from the classroom,
while helping to support our school with
some much-needed funds.

The student council helps to serve the pizza and chips.

“It was really fun, and it was very nice to
get out of school,” said Charity, 7th grade.
“I thought it was fabulous. I thought that
the teachers did a great job, the students did
a great job, the grandparents did a great job,
thank the Lord,” said Mr. Bradford.
The Lord has truly blessed our grandparents, and we should honor and appreciate
them for laying the foundation for future
generations to come. As Psalm 37:25 says, “I
have been young, and now am old; yet have I
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed
begging bread.”
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Students in before-care are
excited to start a new book.
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Haston, freshman, and Amy, 7th grade,
catch up on their daily doses of
reading in the morning.

Hooked on a book

Ben, junior, heads the ball in the direction of the goal.

A list of peer-approved books for the FBTA bibliophile
by Alexis, senior

multitude of recommendations ranging from
classic children’s books such as Little House
on the Prairie to Shakespearean classics like
Romeo and Juliet and Julius Caesar to more
modern heart-wrenching, but true stories
like Unbroken and The Book Thief.
Even the former First Lady Laura Bush
loves to read and said: “A love of books, of
holding a book, turning its pages, looking at
its pictures, and living its fascinating stories
goes hand-in-hand with learning.”
Whether students read for entertainment
or educational purposes, they will always
learn something new every time they crack
open the pages of a book. Get a book today,
sit back, and let it take you to a whole new
world.

F

or the reader out there who wants to begin a new book, but doesn’t know quite
where to start looking, the Patriot Press has
you covered!
For an inspirational story, try Out of My
Mind.
“One of my absolute favorite books that I
meant to re-read this summer is called Out of
My Mind. It’s about a girl with cerebral palsy
and about her battle to overcome it,” said Kierstin, 8th grade.
For an adventure and battle story, try The
Door Within or Kiriath’s Quest.
“The Door Within trilogy is kind of like
Narnia with a Christian perspective. It had so
many adventures about a guy named Aiden
entering the door within,”
said Holden, 8th grade.
“Kiriath’s Quest is about
a prince and his dad, the
King, who have just come
out of battle. They are ambushed and Kiriath’s father
is kidnapped. Kiriath has
to figure out how to get his
dad back.”
The
self-proclaimed
“Book Queen of FBTA”
Sophia, K3, checks out a Richard Scarry book ...
Arianna, senior, gave a

photo by Arianna,
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still perfect for the next generation.

After a long, yet successful, day out, the girls poses for a quick snapshot.
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Wrapping up the season
The FBTA soccer teams press until the end
by Connor, sophomore

T

his soccer season has had its ups and
downs: an early tournament win, some
crushing losses, and even broken bones. But
through it all the soccer team kept their eyes
on the goal of learning to work together as
a team.
“I think we’ve done very well,” said Mr.
Bradford, soccer coach. “A few times we’ve
been weak in front of the goal, and that hurts
in the score column, but I think we’ve shown
improvement every match.”
“JV has been doing a really great job,
working on a lot of offensive footwork,”
said Mr. Airic, JV soccer coach. “Defense
has been strong, working together as a team.
They’re shaping up.”
Soccer practice started a week before
school, and players were on the field ready to
practice by 8:00 in the morning. The first few
practices helped the players to prepare for the
season ahead, and to show how comfortable
they were with handling the ball.
“I thought we were young,” reflected Mr.
Bradford. “I think we have a little way to go
because of our youth; [we] only have two
seniors, but we’ve had a great spirit, and it’s
been a lot of fun, and the guys are working
to get better.”
The season started right off the bat with
a tournament at Frederick Christian Academy at the end of August, and the soccer team
managed to win first place, giving the team a
5-0 win-loss ratio after the tournament.
The next matchup was at Landmark with
a saddening loss of 3-0 (but a JV win of 4-2),

followed by Temple, with the final score being tied at 1-1.
Our first home game was Friday, Sept.
9 against Valley, and our team took the win
with a score of 5-3; the JV team also won
with a finishing score of 2-1.
The next match was at Faith, which was
another loss at 3-0, and a JV loss. This match
was also the same one where Reagan, junior
forward starter, unfortunately broke his collarbone.
“I had no one in front of me. I shot the
ball with my left foot as the goalie came out,”
said Reagan, as he retells his bone-breaking
experience. “[The goalie] slid feet first, and
I’m pretty sure his feet clipped mine, so I flew
forwards, and landed on my left shoulder
with nothing stopping it.”
“That’s always sad to see, but God has a
bigger plan than we have,” said Mr. Bradford
when asked about the injury. “We were disappointed for Reagan, but he’s handling it
well.”
Reagan was not able to continue playing
soccer the rest of the season but will wait for
his collarbone to heal in time for basketball
season.
The rest of the season was difficult because of injuries and absences, but the Patriots continued to learn to work together.
“We have some work that needs to be
done,” said Nathan, sophomore.
“We need to learn how to combine all the
things that we know how to do to use them
really well,” said Caleb, sophomore.
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Doughnuts and deals
High school girls enjoy a day filled with
good food, laughter, and great bargains
by Haven, senior

F

or girls, sleep is usually a top-of-the-list
priority . . . except when shopping is on
the agenda. At the early hour of 9 a.m. on
Sept. 3, Mrs. Boyd and twelve 10th through
12th grade girls headed to a scrumptious
breakfast at Duck Doughnuts, an invasion of
the bargain-filled Leesburg Outlets, and lastly, Chipotle and Chick-fil-A for a late lunch.
At the first stop, Duck Donuts, the girls
created their own combinations to make a
more personalized doughnut, fit to their own
likings. Afterward, the group headed toward
the Leesburg Outlets, where they anticipated
a few hours of shopping for fall clothing.
“I got to buy this adorable blanket scarf at
Charlotte Russe and hunt for great deals with
my friends,” said Julie, junior.
“My favorite thing about the activity was
the shopping because we all got great deals,”
said Melanie, sophomore.
A few hours later, after the girls had tried
on silly clothes and snapped up amazing
deals, they headed to Chipotle and Chick-

fil-A to grab a bite to eat – because any girl
can attest to the fact that shopping makes
one hungry.
“Eating at Chipotle was the best part because the day was exciting but tiring, so by
the time we went to eat, I was starving and
ready to eat,” said Jessica, junior.
“I love all teen activities, but I have to admit, teen GIRL activities are the ones I look
forward to the most, especially when there is
shopping involved,” said Mrs. Boyd, youth
pastor’s wife. “Honestly though, the two
main reasons I enjoy having teen girl activities are (1) I love spending one-on-one time
with each girl, and (2) I enjoy seeing the teen
girls develop friendships with other girls at
the activity that they wouldn’t normally interact with.”
The girls are extremely thankful for a
youth pastor’s wife that gives of her time and
energy so that such good friendships and
memories can be made!

The JV boys soccer team sprints toward the field to warm up for the next game.
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Senior girls do one last round of beautifying.
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Shooting for perfection The start of something new
Senior class shares behind-the-scenes view of
Freshman working hard in Spanish class.

capturing the perfect senior yearbook picture
by Carlie, senior

W

hat is taking your very last school
yearbook picture like? On a bright
and cheery Friday morning during first period class, the call for dismissal to take senior
pictures sounded over the intercom, and the
seniors quickly switched into picture mode.
While the senior guys melancholily made
their way to snap a quick photo, the girls
ran to the bathrooms, made sure their hair
and makeup were impeccable, and excitedly
rushed up the stairs to make sure they got the
perfect shot. This was their year to take their
time, and shine brightly for the yearbook.
“With class pictures, you just go in, take
your pictures, and go back to class; but in senior pictures, you get to bond with your class
in a more relaxed setting,” said Ricky, senior.
“The best difference about taking senior
pictures, not school pictures, is that the camera man is so kind as to let you take 2, 3, and
sometimes 4 retake pictures until you get the
perfect one,” said Haven, senior.
“I thought we girls would have to wear
velvet dresses and the guys would have to
wear tuxedos, but it was just a velvet cloth
‘thingy.’ I didn’t see the guys because they
took their photos so quickly, but I imagine
it was not a full tuxedo,” said Arianna, senior.

After taking the yearbook mugshots, the
senior class headed outside into the glorious,
sunny weather and took fun class pictures.
With poses and locations galore, the girls
couldn’t contain their enthusiasm.
“Taking senior pictures really showed
how close we are to each other,” said Gabby, senior. “Each girl tried to help me look
my best, and the guys didn’t complain about
how many pictures we took.”
The boys, while still having fun and loving skipping class, were a little less enthused.
“I loved spending time with my class, and
getting out of two periods of class wasn’t bad
either,” said Ben, senior. “My least favorite
part was probably having to decide on which
type of class picture to take next.”
The seniors are now one step closer to finishing their last year of high school, and the
future is becoming more of a reality. Capturing moments like these will forever live in the
hearts of the senior class of 2017.
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New steps for the freshman class
by Alyssa, freshman

I

t is time to get serious. The school year
started on Aug. 25, and so far it has gone
very well. The students are all excited for
what God has in plan for the new school
year!
The freshman class has a group of interesting, fun students this year.
“Our class got five new people this year,”
said Maya, freshman. “I personally was very
excited because I was happy to meet new
people that would have to put up with our
crazy class.”
“Freshman year is different for you guys
because when we were freshman we had
lunch with everyone, we had three minutes

Preparing for an intense match, the
ever-faithful Kristen, junior,
sits at the stats table.

to get to class, and we did not have an official
administrator,” said Carlie, senior.
“These next four years are a marathon,
and I’m going to be that one guy on the side
saying that you should go this way instead
of the other way,” said Mr. Niggl, science
teacher.
The freshman have a different perspective on high school from last year. They do
not have lunch with the 7th and 8th graders
anymore, they have choir with sr. high now,
and they also have the opportunity to join
journalism!
The freshman are also thankful for godly
teachers and friends to guide them through
high school.

photo by Hart,
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Coach Leonard reviews the
stats with Kristen.

photo by Arianna,
senior

The best seat in the house
Day in the life of a volleyball statistician
by Kristyn, junior

S

Happily smiling for the picture, the senior class tries to decide on the next pose.

Mrs. Darby helps the 3rd graders line up for their class photo.
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tatistics, defined by Webster Dictionary,
is “a branch of mathematics dealing with
the collection, analysis, interpretation, and
presentation of masses of numerical data.”
Volleyball statistics, defined by me, is the
constant writing of a back and forth score.
Three years ago, I learned how to do my
very first volleyball playbook. It was cumbersome and extremely stressful in the beginning, having to constantly erase the score
and ask the other scorekeeper for help. Now
it has become second nature, and I am more
comfortable keeping the count in ink.
Most people have told me they think I just
write down the score, when in reality most of
the time you have to keep every small detail
in this landscape-orientation book. When a

substitute comes in, you have to cross out the
number of the player who came out and put
the sub’s number in instead, and when a libero scores a point, you have to put a triangle
around the number.
The great view from where the scorekeepers punch in the numbers is crucial. You can
see the players, the referees, and the net, and
can notify the officials if something seems
wrong, like if a team is out of rotation or if
someone has stepped over the line while passing the ball over.
Next year will be my last opportunity to
keep score, and if you are interested in participating in volleyball games but do not want
to officially be on the team, don’t forget to
ask to be a statistician next year!

The statisticians and the scorekeeper keep a close eye on the girls’ JV volleyball game.
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Wave of new students crowds the halls
by Julie, junior

I

n recent years, the hallways of our school
have been rather consistent in their capacity, but this year with the jr./sr. high having
far more students, the commute to class may
be a little more crowded than normal.
Some students like the hustle and bustle
that our hallways now have.
“I feel that [the increased amount of students] is good because it makes me feel that
there are a lot more people in our school,”
said Jessica, junior.
Others are more cautious about having
too many people in the hallways since more
lockers are filled and more people are moving
around from class to class in the five minutes
we have to do so.

“It’s nice having more people around, but
I wish there wasn’t anyone assigned to the
locker under mine because I accidentally hit
another student in the head with my locker
door,” said Amelia, junior.
For a few of the students, the change
from the amount of traffic in the hallways
from last year to this year went unnoticed.
“I didn’t really see a difference or feel that
the hallways are crowded, plus I also have
a senior locker this year so I am not as far
down the hall,” said Haven, senior.
Just remember as this year goes by to be
careful in the halls and respect the space and
property of others!

Ben and Gabe, juniors, stop by to catch up with their youth pastor.
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Moving up in the world
Bro. Boyd takes the school by surprise when
he moves to a new office
by Jessica, junior

N

o more Bro. Boyd?! Was the first
thought of many students when realizing that the youth pastor was no longer in his
office across from the “Y.” Fortunately, Bro.
Boyd only moved to a bigger space upstairs
in the church offices before school was in session in early August . . . very sneaky.
Even though this move makes Bro. Boyd
seem more distant, he has ways of enticing
the teens to visit him, so there are a bunch
of perks.

photo by Arianna Viera, senior

“My favorite thing about his new office is
the refrigerator and being able to drink Coke
during school hours . . . plus I get candy,”
said Alyssa, freshman.
“I really like the candy, sodas, and coffee
that Bro. Boyd gives us,” said John, freshman.
Bro. Boyd is enjoying his new space and
says it’s a “step up.” He is really pleased with
his new window that he was not able to have
in his previous office. The modern furniture
is more to his liking and fits his personality
more.
But, one thing he is getting used to is
the “quiet” thinking modes of Pastor Jack.
Although they may be distracting, there is
probably no comparison to the hustle and
bustle of the school hallways.
“Bro. Boyd’s office is the perfect way for
students to get away from the stress of school
but get good wisdom from our local scholar,”
said Jon, junior.
The students are really happy for Bro.
Boyd getting a new office . . . and also for
themselves having a new “get-a-way.”

Jessica and Haven, seniors, and Stephanie and Sarah, sophomores, encourage
themselves before their first class.

FBTA’s daily bread
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Encouragement Board produces an aroma of
fresh positivity every day
by Carlie, senior

A

rianna, senior, and Diana, senior, wanted to leave a positive impact on the
school before closing their high school careers. After seeing that a section of lockers
was moved from the girls’ side to the guys’
side and that there was now empty wall
space, they came up with an “Encouragement Board” to spread positivity.
“Although I didn’t come up with the idea
completely, I was able to construct it with
Arianna and give her pointers on how exactly
we could make an encouragement board that
would attract the student body,” said Diana.
“I thought something should go on that
drab wall,” said Arianna. “Thus, the board
was born.”
“We created it on a Sunday afternoon,
and I have never regretted it. It has truly been
a heartwarming board that I can daily look
at and be not only encouraged but also inspired,” finished Diana.
The board is designed to have sticky notes
from the student body or from teachers with
encouraging quotes, verses, or encouraging
daily thoughts written on them for all to
read.
Sticky notes are only allowed to be taken off of the board at the end of the day on
Friday after they have hung throughout the
week. This allows everyone a chance to read
all of the thoughts and to think on them
throughout the week and keeps the board in
better condition.
“The encouragement board gives me just
what I need when I walk into school each
morning,” said Gabby, senior.
“The quotes, especially the one about
humility and pride, have encouraged me to
want to do better things for God,” said Amelia, junior.
The quote Amelia referenced was put on
the board by Mr. Niggl, science teacher and
athletic director, and it reads, “Humility is
a strange thing
—when you think you’ve
gained it, you’ve lost it.” Mr. Niggl has faithfully put thought-provoking quotes on the
board since the beginning of the school year,
and his quotes are always the most popular.

Can you get through the maze?

“I get most of my quotes from ‘Our Daily
Bread.’ They just spoke to me at the time I
read them, and I would always write them
down,” said Mr. Niggl.
“Our Daily Bread” is a devotional program that has inspired Mr. Niggl for years.
The quotes he got from this devotional are always Scripture-based and inspire the student
body to learn and grow from them.
Whether the quotes encourage people
spiritually, academically, physically, or emotionally, they certainly have had an impact
on those who have read them and have set
a positive tone throughout the student body.
“It is a blessing hearing that people like
the board and that it is encouraging to them,”
added Arianna.
The Encouragement Board just might
become a tradition for years to come in the
hallways of FBTA. As Arianna and Diana
both claim, their goal was to leave behind
them a spirit of lifting up others and a spirit of positivity instead of stress or negativity.
This goal is definitely on its way to becoming
a reality, and we have the Encouragement
Board to thank for that.

“Look encouraged!” someone yelled
to Amelia, junior, and Haven, senior.

photo by Julie,
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Power of prayer

Haven and Gabby, seniors,
being prayer warriors.
photos by Arianna, senior

Jr./sr. high girls become prayer warriors
by Arianna, senior

S

tart your day off with God! Every
Wednesday at 7:40 a.m., all girls from
7th to 12th grade are welcome to meet in
the computer lab for a time of prayer and a
quick devotional.
“Being able to come and seek the Lord
in the morning in the middle of the week
truly helps me to start my day off on the
right foot while being edified and encouraged along other high school girls,” said
Haven, senior.

The girls’ prayer group is a great time to
learn what we need to pray for and a time to
be encouraged by the Word of God.
“I am very encouraged each Wednesday by
the devotions that Haven brings to the group.
It definitely helps me with my walk with the
Lord,” said Gabby, senior.
Overall the girls’ prayer group is a great
time to spend with the Lord and spend with
friends to share burdens for one another and
pray to an all-loving and always-present God.

Essay/Poetry contest winners
by Carolyn, 6th grade teacher

T

hese students won recognition in the 8th Annual Essay and Poetry Contest sponsored by
the Fairfax County Public Library and For the Love of Country Foundation for rising
7th, 8th, and 9th graders. They wrote either an essay or poem on the topic, “Why Vote?”
Congratulations to these students!
Gold - $100 Award
Jordan, 9th grade

The school improves school wide technology
by Haston, freshman

T

he 5th grade class was excited to see
the brand new Mimio Tech Interactive
whiteboard installed on the wall at school.
From playing games to doing math
problems, there is never a dull moment
with a smart board. It also was installed
with a document camera, that connects
through a cord to the computer which is
then connected to the projector. You can
place things under the video camera and
then see it on the wall in live time.
It is also a lot easier than having to erase
everything on the white board. When you
move to a new document on the smart
board, it erases everything for you.
“I love it so much,” said Zachary, 5th
grade. “It’s like you have reached [a] whole
new board.”

It is also interactive with a pen that can do
virtually everything from highlighting important facts to just drawing on the board.
“Instead of going to the computer you can
use the stylus,” said Gabby, 5th grade.
The Mimio smart board is not the only
new piece of tech on the block. The academy
also purchased an electronic scoreboard for the
soccer field that runs a game clock and tells
you the score.
“I think it’s helpful so you can see how
much time there is when you walk on the
field, and for the players to know how much
time is left [in the game],” said Carlie, senior.
These improvements really help our school
to be more professional. Now while creating
new things on the smart board, or watching
the soccer game, our academy will be on top
of the new technology curve.

photo by Connor, sophomore

New family addition excites the student body

O

Smart board = not bored

Certificate of Merit
Andrea, 9th grade
Jayden, 8th grade
Caleb, 8th grade
Brook, 7th grade
Madison, 7th grade
Hasset, 7th grade
Kylen, 7th grade
Autumn, 7th grade

New Brother Boyd
n Friday, Oct. 21, a new little Boyd entered the world.
“At 6 a.m., I took Mrs. Alicia to the
hospital after dropping their son off at Mrs.
Wise’s house,” said Bro. Boyd, reliving the
story. “I’m glad Fairfax Hospital got a whole
new women’s wing, and it is much better
than when Titus was born.”
At 12:30 p.m., their new son was born
weighing 7lbs., 13oz., 21 in., with blue eyes
and long fingers. The Boyds hope he will
play the violin or the piano.
“I am so thankful that everything went
smoothly,” said Mrs. Alicia.
A ton of students crowded around a
phone to see the pictures of him at the end
of school on Friday. The students sent a video singing “Happy Birthday” to him, and no
one could stop talking about him.
“He is so adorable! I’ve never seen anything more adorable … other than animals,”
said Jay, freshman animal lover.
“I hope he is fearless just like his god-

photo by Arianna, senior

Bronze - $25 Award
Henry, 9th grade
Soriya, 8th grade
Elizabeth, 7th grade
Amy, 7th grade

Silver - $50 Award
Barcote, 9th grade
Delaney, 8th grade
Kevin, 7th grade

by Hart, sophomore

Miss Koechig, 5th grade teacher, instructs the students using the new smartboard.

mother, Diana,” said Diana, senior.
The teen group had a surprise baby shower for Mrs. Alicia the week prior and surprised her with cookies, milk, and a whole
lot of diapers and baby wipes.
“I was shocked! I am not easily surprised,
but the teens really got me!” said Mrs. Alicia.
“He is here!” exclaimed his brother,
summing it all up.

Holding his new baby brother..

Bonfires ignite the night
Teen group celebrates the beginning of fall
by Caleb & Connor, sophomores

T

he teen group gathered at the Castilla’s
home for a time of roasting marshmallows and hot dogs for their October teen activity. The air became crisp after the sun set
behind the trees and was perfect fall weather
for the event.
“My favorite part was the s’mores,” said
Hart, sophomore. “I loved swinging on the
Castilla’s swing, until I got sick. It was a very
good idea to have it at the Castilla’s house.”
“Bro. Boyd gave a good message, we ate
really good food, and we cooked our own
hot dogs on the fire,” said Julie, junior. “The
Boyd’s bucks game was really fun. Having
two campfires was a great idea because more
people were able to make their hot dogs more
quickly.”
“I liked the Starbucks hot chocolate,” said
Hannah, senior homeschooler.
Most of the time, the teens don’t care

what they are doing, as long as they get to
spend quality time with each other.
photo by Diana, senior

Julie, junior, and Haven, senior,
roasted marshmallows at the campfire.
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Pumpkins & Apples
Great Country Farms

T

he 2nd grade class took their fall field
trip to Great Country Farms, in Bluemont, VA.
The students learned about apples and
got to eat some, and then learned about
pumpkins and got to take one home. They
also were able to jump on the jumping pillow
and watch the pig races!

Summers Farm

T

he preschool classes went to Summers
Farm in Fredrick, MD, where they
climbed through an obstacle course, jumped
on a giant jumping pillow, visited farm animals, took a hayride, and got to choose a
pumpkin from the field to take home.

Above: 2nd graders pose for animal photos and learn about how to grow pumpkins.
Below: Preschoolers pose by their pumpkin choices before heading home on the bus.

K3 and K4 students play on the giant jumping pillows at Summers Farm.

