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Food, fun and fellowship
Pastor Abbey attends his first Patriot Pace, enjoying the excitment of the students around him.

End of summer party

Downtown with the Abbeys R
An academy welcome to our new pastor

by Arianna, senior

by Caleb, sophomore

S

everal months ago the new pastor and
his family arrived at FBT to continue
the work of preaching and pastoring at the
church. Pastor Abbey not only handles the
church issues, but also runs Monday chapel
services at the academy and fills in for Bible
class occasionally.
“Pastor Abbey’s preaching is really easy to
follow,” said Enoch, junior. “God definitely
uses him to speak to us.”
“It’s really thoughtful of Pastor Abbey to
let us write down questions for him to answer in chapel,” said Carlie, senior. “You can
tell he really cares.”
Pastor Abbey’s sons take a few classes at
the school and also play sports.

“I like the school because I get to play
soccer,” said Carson, 8th grade. “I like the
church because the people are friendly.”
The Abbeys seem happy to be here and
are hoping to get moved in and organized as
quickly as possible.
“The church in Tennessee [where he
moved from] is doing very well, and they
have a new pastor now,” said Pastor Abbey,
“and we are just about settled here in our
new home.”
Pastor Abbey and his wife, Rebecca, recently purchased their home in Manassas
and are in the process of unpacking. The
students and staff are thankful for the quick
transition, and how God has led the church
over these many months.

The best case scenario

iPad cases: Where productivity meets portability
by Enoch, junior

T

wo weeks into the school year, the juniors and seniors gleefully received their
very own iPad Air 2. The students were quick
to test out all the different features which included educational apps such as Microsoft
Office Word and an ebook app; however,
each student needed to buy his or her own
case, and a recurring question arose: Which
iPad case is the best?
After everybody showed up to school
with their brand new iPad cases, coincidentally, there was a perfect divide among the
students. Exactly 50% of the students had
flip cases, while the other 50% had keyboard
cases.
Several people chose flip cases due to
ease of use, smaller size, and portability. The
lighter form also helps in reading the ebooks.
A flip case is comprised of a normal protective case with a soft but durable cover to protect the screen. The cover also doubles as a
stand and can be magnetic or include a strap.
Some can be rotated to stand vertically, and
the material allows for more color choices.
“I have a Moko rose gold case that I got
off of Amazon,” said Emily, junior. “I picked

this case because I liked the color and I didn’t
want a case with a keyboard. One of the cons
of this case is that the corner of my iPad pops
out of it; one of the pros is that it is easy to
type on my iPad because of the way the case
folds back to make a stand.”
“I chose this case because I did not need
a keyboard,” said Ben, senior.
For others, a keyboard case offers more
productivity, durability, and sturdiness. The
iPad becomes similar to a laptop, and the
keyboard is put into full use with typing
documents and browsing the web without a
table. Some of the cases are hard plastic, with
a laptop-like hinge, while others have a stationary base and allow the iPad to turn 360°.
The iPad can then be switched from portrait
to landscape mode.
“I picked my case because it had a lightup keyboard and seems durable,” said Jacqueline, junior. “The case is also foldable and
has a great size (not too bulky); however, it
can’t lay flat, and using the iPad in portrait is
difficult and heavy.”
“The case can close easily, so it is easy to
take along,” said Daniel, senior.

esident youth director Pastor Boyd came
up with the amazing idea of having an
end of summer party for the teen group to
both mourn and celebrate the beginning of
the school year. Although some thought it
was not going to be all that fun, it turned
out to be one of the best ways to end the
summer.
This year’s party was held at Burke Lake
Park promptly at 6 o’clock. The night started off with an amazing meal cooked by Mr.
Lampert and served by Mrs. Boyd and Mrs.
Lampert.
“Mrs. Boyd actually came up with the
idea,” said Pastor Boyd. “However, I did enjoy having a last big activity before all the
teens became swamped with school work.”
After dinner, Pastor Boyd gave the teens
a quick devotional to help them with the
upcoming school year and how to make it
a great one.

The teens wait for their turn to play in the
volleyball games. photo by Pastor Boyd

“It took me into the school mindset and
prepared me for the upcoming year,” said
Haven, senior.
The food and devotional made this night
great, but there were also volleyball games
played by multiple teams. The games were
intense, because not only were the teams
competing for the win and the emoji-shaped
pencil sharpeners, but also each winning
team got to put their names again into the
raffle to win the incredible FBTeens backpack filled with great prizes.
“I was shocked. I literally was not expecting it at all. I was really happy I did though.
Thank you Bro. Boyd for planning this!” said
Sarah, sophomore and winner of the girl’s
backpack.
The end-of-summer party was a great
time for the youth group to come together
and hang out before summer ended and the
pressures of school began.

Far Left: Ben, junior, takes a quick break from taking
notes on his hard keyboard case.
Left: Matthew, junior, diligently works on a paper with
his soft leather keyboard case.
Above: Ben, senior, multitasks by using his flip case and
takes notes at the same time.
Right: Amelia, junior, uses her flip case to read a
literature ebook.

There is also a soft keyboard case usually
comprised of leather. The case has to be put
on a flat surface, but the keyboard is detachable. This type of case combines the characteristics of the flip and hard keyboard cases.
“I have a Finite case which was my sister’s.
The keyboard is magnetic but sometimes get
in the way. The case can fold easily but does
not turn,” said Matthew, junior.
“The quality of the case is really nice, and
the stand is good. The only bad thing is that
the iPad is not as secure, but the removable
keyboard is nice,” said Micha, junior.

After taking in all the pros and cons of
the cases, the choice boils down to what the
iPad will be used for. Reading ebooks and
playing with the iPad in one hand would best
suit a flip case. Power users who need a keyboard to type documents on the go and view
photos or videos could really benefit from a
hard keyboard case. People who are fine with
typing on a table but also enjoy a lighter and
more portable size would be fine with a soft
leather keyboard case.
Which case would you pick?
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Left: Miss Monteith asks the students to
read sections from their literature story.
Above: Miss Johnson keeps the juniors
smiling with her sunny personality.

New staff for a new year Determination
Keeping up with the new faces on staff
and domination
by Hart, sophomore

W

ith the ever-growing student population in the academy, the teaching staff
has been growing and changing as well.
First, Miss Johnson is the new high
school English teacher. Miss Johnson grew
up in Canada, and recently graduated from
Pensacola Christian College with a Bachelor’s
Degree in English.
“I wouldn’t want to teach anywhere else
but here!” said Miss Johnson.
Miss Johnson loves to teach and makes
class fun and exciting.
Also, Mrs. Suarez, who was a preschool
aide and elementary Spanish teacher last year,
is now both the elementary and high school
Spanish teacher. Mrs. Suarez graduated from
FBTA back in 2004 and has a love for teaching children.
“I really am excited to be teaching Spanish and getting to know all the new kids,”
said Mrs. Suarez. “I hope we have a fun year
learning Spanish.”
Mrs. Suarez does a lot of fun activities
in class. She records students’ voices to help
them work on sentence fluency and also has
group assignments to help with understanding the language.

“I love how she has a lot of fun games to
help us learn Spanish,” said John, freshman.
Miss Monteith is the new third grade
teacher. She graduated from West Coast Baptist College, and has recently moved from
Tennessee to northern Virginia. She started
teaching a few weeks into the year, but the
students have adapted to the new changes
quickly and easily.
Mrs. Probus (Mrs. Darby’s daughter
and Mrs. Probus’s daughter-in-law) is now
teaching elementary music. This includes 4th
through 6th grade choir and younger elementary percussion.
“Being able to teach children a love for
music is so exciting,” said Mrs. Probus.
Mrs. Probus’s students do stretches at
the beginning of class to get warmed up to
sing; study note value, solfege, and different
rhythms; and learn how to play percussion
instruments.
“My favorite part is when we sing songs!”
said Valkyria, 1st grade.
Finally, Mrs. Neuhaus is now the lunch
monitor for elementary and high school.
Overall, there are a lot of exciting changes to the staff, and students can’t wait to see
what the Lord will help them learn this year.

K5 to the rescue

Fairfax County Fire & Rescue team
visits the kindergarten class

T

he kindergarten class looks forward each
year to a visit from the big, red fire engine and the men and women who drive it
and help to keep them safe.
One of the men dressed up in full gear to
show the students what a person might look

like when he or she comes to rescue them.
The students were able to talk with the firefighters and ask any questions they had, and
then were able to visit the fire truck, sit in the
driver’s seat, and see all the gear that helps to
fight the fires.
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The varsity soccer and volleyball
teams and coaches pose after the
tournament for the epic group photo.

Varsity teams win Frederick
Soccer/Volleyball Tournament
by Arianna, senior

S

hoot-outs. Kills. Aces. The Patriots won
their first championship games of the season at the soccer/volleyball tournament at
Frederick Christian Academy in Frederick,
MD.
This year the athletic department decided to shake things up for the varsity teams
by entering in the Frederick Tournament on
Aug. 26-27 before the season officially began.
“The reasons for playing in a tournament
before the season is because game situations
are far different than practices,” said Mr. Niggl, athletic director. “It gives coaches a better understanding of what kind of team they
have and how they work in a game situation.
It also allows the players to see how well they
work with the other members of the team.”
Both boys’ soccer and girls’ volleyball varsity teams packed onto one bus to travel 2.5
hours to get to their destination. With the
tournament smack-dab in the middle of this
summer’s heat wave, the playing conditions
were not ideal for either the guys or the girls.
“The gym felt muggy, hot, and humid,
and there was no air conditioning, so it was
hard to not want to get lazy,” said Emily, junior.
“I felt like we had a genuine chance of
winning,” said Matthew, junior, when asked
how he felt about playing in a tournament
before the season started.
Both the soccer and volleyball teams were
able to finish strong on Friday, racking in a
complete winning streak for both teams and
being well-seeded for Saturday’s championship games.
“I think the [soccer] team worked together pretty well because in the previous games,
we made some mistakes, and we worked to
improve on them in each game,” said Hasset,
7th grade. “As the games went on, we gelled
way better as a team.”
“I was afraid how our young soccer team
would react to the task,” said Ricky, senior
and varsity soccer captain. “We had lost six
starters, and one starter returning was playing a completely different position. But I remember thinking this could be the championship that our team brings back to Fairfax.”
The Lady Patriots put up a fight to the
finish against the Fredrick Christian Conquerers.
“The championship [volleyball] game
was more intense than the other games,” said
Carlie, senior. “The Fredrick team improved
throughout the tournament and fought for
the win. Our team fought even harder and
won without difficulty though.”
The boys’ soccer game was also intense.
The game was tied up the entire time, and
ended in penalty kicks where the Patriots got
the victory.
“I was so happy that the boys won. It was

all God that we got all the penalty kicks and
that Ricky stopped them all,” said Ben, senior.
At the awards ceremony, the Patriots congratulated the other teams and what they
had all achieved. Four soccer players, John
Fahmy, sophomore; Reagan, junior; Ricky,
senior; and Ben, senior; were named to the
all-tournament soccer team for their outstanding performance, skills, and leadership.
Three volleyball players, Elise, senior; Rachel,
senior; and Diana, senior; were also chosen
for the all-tournament team.
Both the soccer and volleyball teams enjoyed the opportunity to play and sharpen
their skills for the upcoming season and are
hopeful that the Frederick Tournament will
become an annual event.

The seniors pause to commemorate the
victory by taking a group photo.

John, sophomore; Reagan, junior;
Ricky, senior; and Ben, senior
were named to the all-tournament soccer team.

Elise, senior; Rachel, senior;
and Diana, senior; were also
chosen for the all-tournament team.
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