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The senior class takes NYC!
Visiting the Big Apple on senior trip
by Hope, senior

F

rom seeing a killer view of the city from
the tallest building on the Western Hemisphere, to eating exceptional food, to seeing
a Broadway production, to adventures on
the subway, to an impulsive limousine ride
in Times Square, and everything in between,
the seniors definitely made enough memories to last a lifetime on their senior trip.
On Monday, April 19, the seniors left the
school, ready for a 3-day adventure in one
of the most popular cities in the world: New
York City.
“I was so excited to go on the trip and to
get a few days off of school with my class!”
said Santrell, senior.
On the first day, the group had wandered into a place called “Empanada Loca”
for lunch without knowing it would change
their lives forever.
“It was so good! I’ve never tasted gluten
free enchiladas that good before! I wish they
opened one up in D.C.” said Nathan, senior.
Along with a great lunch, the seniors enjoyed their first subway ride in NYC together, a 7 mile bike ride around Central Park,
shopping on 5th Avenue, and seeing some
popular tourist spots in the city like Grand
Central Station, Trump Tower, Radio City
Music Hall, and the Hershey store in Times
Square. Also on the first night, Mr. Bradford
decided to take the seniors on a limousine
ride through Times Square which was quite
the experience.
“The bike ride was so much fun! The
downhill parts were the best, of course, and
the cool weather made it feel amazing. Going
backwards on the trail while getting yelled
at while we tried to find Mr. Bradford was
interesting too,” said Jason, senior.

“I’ve always wanted to buy something on
5th Avenue and on this trip I got to!” said
Mackenzie, senior. “Even though it was on
the clearance rack and the line was so long.”
On the second day, the seniors enjoyed
going all the way up Freedom Tower and seeing the 9/11 museum. The view of 3 states,
many districts, 4 bridges, the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and the Empire State Building. Everything else was truly breathtaking
and incredible.
“I loved going up in the One World
Trade Center because you could look anywhere and see for miles! It was by far one of
the most incredible views I have ever seen!”
said Annie, senior.
After the 9/11 museum and lunch, they
took a ferry ride so they could see the skyline
of the city and the Statue of Liberty, then
headed to their much-awaited and long-anticipated Broadway production of “The Fiddler on the Roof.”
“‘Fiddler on the Roof ’ was absolutely
amazing! The choreography was practically
perfect, and the vocal blend and orchestration was out of this world. Such an awesome
experience!” said Mackenzie, senior.
At the end of each day, the class was
quite exhausted and returned late at night
to the church where they stayed. Though the
church was not a Marriott hotel, it was the
perfect place to hold many memories and
adventures at night.
“Even though we had about 10 minutes
of sleep each night and the church felt like
Antartica, we still had a lot of fun,” said Millie, senior.
“The basement was a peculiar place.
Poorly-lit showers were situated in the back
of the basement. It was the perfect place for a

murder. We laughed (nervously) about that,”
said Victoria, senior. “The room we actually
slept in was better, and all the girls stayed together. I thought it was like a giant, awesome
sleepover.”
Regardless of the little (if any) sleep that
the seniors got, the trip as a whole was one of

Seniors take in the fabulous sites of New York.

the best and most memorable trips they will
ever take! A big thank you to Mr. Bradford
and Mrs. Darby for planning the trip and
making it so enjoyable for the class of 2016.
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Five teen guys compete to beat the
girls in a game involving no socks or
shoes and writing on people’s feet.

Eat. Jump.
No sleep. Repeat.

photo by
Gary Boyd,
youth pastor.

FBTeens go laser tagging and trampoline
jumping for their annual teen activity, Insomnia
by Carlie, junior

A

fter a long week filled with homework,
schoolwork, church, and extracurriculars, the FBTeens decided to unwind by
. . . not sleeping? That’s right. On April 1,
the teens gave up their precious beauty sleep
in exchange for laser tagging and jumping at
Flight Trampoline Park into the wee hours of
the morning.
Brother Boyd and the other faithful teengroup workers welcomed all the guests with
as many kinds of pizza as you can imagine,
drinks, chips, cookies, games, a devotional,
and singing. As soon as the sugar kicked in,
the teens were off to their first destination—
laser tagging.
“Insomnia was a blast! It was fun because
I was with my friends, and we had a great
time together making truces and shooting
other people at laser tag. Flight was fun too!”
said Alyssa, 8th grade.
“My favorite part about Insomnia would
definitely be the laser tag! It was really fun in
the black light and just generally being able
to shoot people without hurting them,” said

Living gallery
The 4th grade class
pose as historical
characters for their
history project
by Mackenzie, senior

F

or their history project this year, the 4th
grade class dressed up as various characters from history, such as Abigail Adams, or
Neil Armstrong, and stand as still as statues
while the other classes walk through their
“museum.”
“I have the kids do the wax museum as a
fun way to get them excited about reading of
the great people in our country’s past,” said
Mrs. Hamilton, 4th grade teacher.
The students were very excited to do a
project on their favorite history characters!
“I was Sojourner Truth, who is awesome
because she was a leader of the women’s rights
movement,” said Malat.
“I had so much fun getting to dress up
as Clara Barton, who was the founder of the
Red Cross,” said Deirdre.

The kids had a great time doing it and
those who walked through the museum had
a great time seeing the kids dressed up.
“I was Dwight L. Moody,” said Zachary,
“I wore a beard. Everyone loved it and kept
pulling it!”
For some of the kids the coolest thing was
getting to bring fun props to school.
“I did George Washington because he
was the first president, and he carried a gun
so I got to bring a fake one which was really
cool,” said Harry.
The class had a wonderful time dressing
up and posing, as if they were statues, for
their history project!

The teens participate in an intense
game of dodgeball around 3:00 a.m.

A day to rest and reflect
Easter time is a welcome break from routine
by Caleb, freshman

E

aster break was probably a very satisfying week to everyone in school hoping
to get a longer break than just one Saturday.

Mackenzie, senior.
Three hours of intense laser-tag battling
later, the teens pressed on to jump and flip
(with occasional breaks for much needed water and rest) at Flight Trampoline Park for 3
more hours.
“My favorite part was definitely spending
two hours trying to do a backflip, but failing,” said Julie, sophomore.
All of the exercise and lack of sleep did
not go without reward. Brother Boyd pulled
some strings to get Chick-fil-A to make for
each teen and teen worker a delicious chicken biscuit for the way back to the church.
“Insomnia was a great night of fun! We
went to really cool places and ate as much
pizza as we wanted. I look forward to seeing
what Brother Boyd plans for next year,” Julie
finished.
After hours of intense exercise and fun,
the teens were exhausted and willing to sleep
the day away. A big thanks goes out to Brother and Mrs. Boyd, the Lamperts, Mr. Gleb,
and Mr. Wade for sacrificing their night’s rest
to make Insomnia so much fun this year!

School was off the Friday before Easter and
the Monday after Easter giving everyone a
long relaxing four-day weekend. It’s not hard
to say that everyone enjoyed this break, but

what is harder to say is “what did people do
with this extra time?”
Some people took some time to reflect on
God’s Word and what Easter is all about.
“I had a good time with my family,” said
Enoch, sophomore. “It was a nice day to relax and think about how Jesus died for us.”
Other people may have gone out with
their family with the free time they had.
“I went to the cherry blossoms with my
family,” said Carlie, junior. “It was a wonder-

photo by Alicia Boyd

ful time of fun and fellowship with friends,
family, and flowers.”
Others might have done nothing at all,
but just took the time to catch up on reading
a book or doing long-term assignments.
A few days off over Easter break are always welcome, especially in this busy area of
Washington, D.C., and since it was also a religious holiday, there was also extra time to
rest and reflect on God’s Word.
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Iowa Test of
Basic Skills

Switching from the SAT
bring new opinions
by Enoch, sophomore

E

Hope, senior, grins with excitement as
Officer Cody shows the chemistry class
the forensic equipment truck.

Officer Cody gives an explanation as to the various
tools and equipment used for forensic investigations.

Officer Renne explains to the students how
fingerprints are made and developed.

Fascinating forensics

High school chemistry and physical science
students visit a crime laboratory in Manassas
to learn about forensics and investigation
by Haven, junior

T

his spring, chemistry and physical science students ventured to the Prince
William County Police Department Forensic Service Unit for a different perspective on
their science classes.
The classes were chaperoned by Mr. Niggl
and Mrs. Fae, who graciously organized and
planned the field trip. The students were able
to learn about fingerprinting, medical aid,
and detective investigation. Led by Officers
Renne and Cody, they received a tour of the
crime laboratory and also got to experience

hands-on fingerprinting and investigation
procedures.
“I loved seeing the behind-the-scenes
work. In TV shows, the actors always make
it look easy and effortless to investigate and
find criminals, but that is not always how it
happens in real life. It was cool to see what
really happens in a forensic lab!” said Alexis,
junior.
The field trip took approximately three
and a half hours. Students were able to create their own fingerprints, investigate a mock
crime scene, tour the forensic service unit

The FBTA senior high women’s choral group wins 2nd place in the nation,
remaining in the top two for three years in a row.

Forty years for AACS

FBTA senior high women’s choral group
remains in top two for third consecutive year
by Annie, senior

T

he long-awaited AACS National Competition at Bob Jones University in SC
commenced on April 12-14, celebrating 40
years of hard work and dedication.
For the third year in a row, FBTA’s senior high women’s choral group traveled to
compete along with a few other competitors
including Enoch (science fair), Annie (woodwind solo), Alexis (extemporaneous essay),
Ricky (extemporaneous speaking), Timothy
(evangelistic preaching), and the senior high

small instrumental ensemble.
On arrival, the students were dropped off
at the dorms to find the room at which they
were staying. College students on campus
welcomed Fairfax with open arms and even
some candy.
“I really liked the dorms because the people were really nice, polite, and very welcoming. They gave us each a chocolate bar,” said
Jaqueline, sophomore. “It was exciting to see
the college campus and to see how a Christian college has Bible classes as well as chapel

photos by Haven,
junior

trucks, and view different tools for detective-work.
“I enjoyed learning all about the behindthe-scenes in forensics, and it was pretty
awesome framing our fingerprints too,” said
Nathan, senior.
“Going to the crime lab was such a good
idea for a field trip! Seeing the real side of
solving cases instead of the Hollywood version was eye-opening and a lot of fun,” said
Carlie, junior.
“I liked the part where the officers shined
laser beams on objects that showed ‘evidence’
in a play crime scene!” said David, senior.
This forensic unit field trip proved to be
a success and definitely an activity to repeat.
The students experienced hands-on activities
and learned unique skills and tricks for investigation.

time.”
Wednesday morning was a busy day starting with choral group competing for a threeyear championship title. Hard work paid off
when the girls earned second place in the
nation.
“I was so excited that we got to go to national competition,” said Mackenzie, senior.
“I was kind of disappointed that we didn’t
win first for our third year there, but I really
enjoyed the final ceremony. Listening to the
people who get showcased is one of my favorite activities of the week.”
Several victories and disappointments
came throughout the week. The choral group
won second place, Annie won second place,
Alexis won first place, Ricky won third place,
and Enoch won second place.
“I was really happy to win second at science fair and to see the hard work pay off,”
said Enoch, sophomore with a smile. “I was
also happy to learn from other people’s projects too.”
“My experience was really cool because
it was my first year doing extemporaneous
speaking at nationals,” said Ricky, junior.
“One of the ways God worked during the
week was that for my competition I ended
up choosing a topic that I had already studied with Mrs. Darby. It was really awesome to
see God work!”
From winning at National competition
to checking out a Christian college for the future, FBTA students can agree that this year
at Nationals was one of the best weeks yet.
Congratulations to all of the hard work put
in to the competitions for the 2016 National
competition! Keep sharpening your talents
for the Lord, and no matter the outcome of
the competition, always do your best.

veryone from 1st through 10th grade
buckled down and spent several hours
taking Iowa Tests during the week of April
4-7. The Iowa Assessment Tests proved to be
a nice change of setting compared to previous years of the Stanford Achievement Tests.
One of the main differences is the implementation of a time limit for each section. Many
teachers enjoyed this feature.
“I like the Iowa Tests better because you
only have a certain amount of time in a section. It’s more realistic because in real life,
when your boss asks you to do something,
it has to be done on time,” said Mr. Fender
as he explained the benefit of the Iowa Test.
The same core academic subjects such as
science, social science, and math areas like
computation and problem solving were included. Language areas in reading, vocabulary, spelling, and listening were also present.
Overall, the subjects were the right difficulty
for the students.
“It was fun but challenging,” said Micha,
sophomore.
“It was very long, but I think I did pretty
well,” said Nathan, freshman.
“I nailed this one section in the reading
about ostriches because I had watched some
ostrich videos last night,” said Jay, freshman.
“The science section was different because
you had to read a section about something
first to answer the questions,” said Julie,
sophomore.
As with the previous tests in past years, an
IQ test was included. Instead of the OLSAT
tests, the CogAT tests were taken. There were
9 sections with an emphasis on solving problems with words, numbers, and shapes.
“It’s tiring, but I finished the patterns section, in like, under a minute because I’m really good with patterns,” said Diego, 7th grade.
In particular, one section called “Paper
Folding” looked good on paper, except paper couldn’t be used. A picture showing a paper being folded with several holes punched
through was given. The student had to visualize the paper being opened and knowing
where the holes would be. The section was
quite frustrating to some students and led to
some inquisitive individuals asking to use actual paper and even for a hole puncher. Other students managed to do just fine.
“The paper folding was really easy,” said
Benjamin, sophomore.
Understanding the different testing styles
will help students on testing in the future. As
the Bible says in Proverbs 1:5, “A wise man
will hear, and will increase learning; and a
man of understanding shall attain unto wise
counsels.”
photo by Enoch, sophomore

Caleb and Connor, freshmen, and Joshua, 8th grade,
learn the art or vexation of paper folding.
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Spirit week
by Arianna, junior

T

I spy a field trip!

7th and 8th grade check out the Spy Museum
by Connor, freshman

T

he month of April and the conclusion of
ODACS opens up extra time for scheduling field trips, and the 7th and 8th grade
took advantage of this to visit the International Spy Museum in Washington D.C.
Filled with spy tools innumerable, the museum tells of spy technology and weapons that
were used for espionage missions.
“There’s one [display] that had an umbrella gun,” said Caleb, 7th grade.
“A lot was devoted to James Bond and his
workings there,” said Joshua, 8th grade.
James Bond movie props were included
with some of the spy tech displays, includ-

ing the car that appeared in the 1964 James
Bond Goldfinger movie.
“The spy car was amazing! It had a machine gun on the back of it, and it had lasers,” said Jay, 8th grade.
In addition to the museum, there was a
gift shop, which sold many spy gadgets and
games all focused on the needs of espionage
and secrecy.
“I got a rubber band that had a ninja on
it,” said Jay.
“I bought a hat and my secret agent
band,” said Diego, 7th grade,
“I got a keychain,” said Caleb.

Kindergarten Field Trips

T

he kindergarten is making the most of
their last few months of school by visiting the Fair Oaks Science Center and the
National Zoo. The hands-on learning for the

elementary and preschool is always a huge hit
with parents and students, as they come back
with new experiences and stories they will remember for years to come.

his year’s less-than-normal spirit week
came to the school in a whirlwind of
spirit and color. All the students had so much
fun dressing up to show their school spirit.
Cozy Day, Career Day, Spirit Day, and the
ever famous Black-Out Day caused students
to pull out all of the stops for coming up with
a perfect outfit for each day.
“I loved being able to go all out this week,
even to win first place on Spirit Day — well,
tie—but still a win!” said Julie, freshman.
Each student had a favorite day. With a
winner being announced each day, the competition was fierce.
“Career Day was my favorite day,” said
Micah, sophomore. “Even though I didn’t
place, Payton did a great job on his outfit for
Career Day.”
During the pep rally, the results of the
organized chaos (also known as the number game) were announced. The winners, or
sometimes losers, learned what activity their
number represented and what they would
have to do when they turned it in.
“I really wanted the number that got to
sing a solo in front of the whole school,”
said Hart, freshman, sadly. “I did not get the
number.”

The pep rally started off with the whole
school cheering along with the cheerleaders
and getting excited for the basketball games
against Victory.
“I felt like we [the cheerleaders] helped to
pump up the energy, and it was a lot of fun,”
said Annie, senior.
Bringing in two wins for the school, the
varsity basketball teams dominated the court.
Between the games, Mr. Bradford honored
the seniors and their parents.
“I was tearing up when the were calling
names of the seniors,” said Carlie, junior.
“It was just so emotional; it is going to be so
weird when they leave.”
On Friday the school was literally in
the dark, with the windows taped and covered up, blacklight strips placed along the
hallways, and students roaming around
with glowing neon bracelets and white and
black clothing. Everyone wondered if there
would be any changes from last year, but was
pleasantly surprised when the ever-popular
marshmallow war was announced.
“You wouldn’t think that marshmallows
would hurt, but those things were painful,”
said Diego, 7th grade.
“This year’s spirit week was so much fun!
I can’t wait to hear about what they do next
year!” said Hope, senior.

The rain held off for most of the day as the kindergarten class visited the National Zoo in Washington, D.C.
a few weeks ago. Even the bus ride is an eventful experience with a group of 4 and 5 year olds!

Earlier this year, the kindergarten class visited the Fair Oaks Science Center for their science field trip.
Their favorite activity was making snow slime.

The fun-spirited dress-up days build up to the exciting pep rally at the end of the week.

