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Teaching student teachers
FBTA alumni are back for hands-on learning
by Victoria R, senior

F

Snow surprises students
with flurries of fun!
Blizzard gives students five school days off
by Hope Z, senior

Y

es, there was talk of a blizzard, but no
one expected to have more than a day or
two off school! On Jan. 20, students were expecting possibly that Friday off school since
there was snow on the horizon; but the snow
decided to come a day early and, much to
the students’ surprise, school was cancelled
Jan. 21, 22, 25, 26, and 27. That’s a 7-day
weekend!
“I like sledding, building my snow fort,
and playing games. But I don’t like how I
have to miss lunch at school,” said Mallory,
1st grade.
“I love how we got off on a Wednesday
because we left school with no homework!
Plus, I got to sleep in,” said Alyssa, 8th grade,
with a smile.
“The snow days were great! I can’t wait
for the snow to harden a little so I can build
an igloo,” said Julie, sophomore. “Hopefully
the days of makeup work when we get back
won’t be too bad.”
Ranked as one of the biggest snowstorms
on record, Winter Storm Jonas produced
prolific amounts of snow in parts of the East.

Snowfall totals from the storm came out to
be near 42 inches in West Virginia, and at
least 14 states received over a foot of snow.
Fairfax received a whopping total of 25.5
inches!
“I loved the snow in the beginning . . .
but now I’m just like, okay, this is too much!”
said Veronica, senior.
“Days off school are awesome! I went
sledding, built a snow fort, drank lots of hot
chocolate, ate popcorn, and watched movies,” said Ella, 2nd grade.
“I think it’s the best snow storm we’ve
had yet! I’m just sad that they are so few and
far between,” said Matthew, sophomore.
“I absolutely love the snow, but I just
wish it came during Christmas instead of
now,” said Santrell, senior.
“I love having snow days! I got to work
ahead on school, especially my research paper,” said Alexis, junior. “But I also don’t like
cutting into summer break, so I’m kind of
hoping we don’t have any more snow days.”
Regardless of the frigid weather, the snow
was a hit, especially when five school days off
were added into the equation!

or the first two weeks of January, Miss
Lamos, Miss Hill, and Miss Schwartz
joined different classes in the academy to
learn as much as possible before becoming
teachers themselves.
Miss Lamos joined the 6th grade class
for two weeks. Miss Lamos shared some profound insights on her future teaching career.
“Teaching is not like any other job where
you come to work, clock in, and then at the
end of the day, you clock out and go home
till the next day. You are constantly preparing
. . . and coming up with new ways to teach
a subject. You make mistakes, but you can’t
give up.”
Miss Hill has found her nook in Miss
Quinlan’s classroom. She is observing the
English and speech classes.
“I love literature and can’t wait to teach
it on the college level,” said former student,
Miss Hill. “Literature is universal. Even if
it is written in a different language, people
can still communicate the same themes and
ideas.”

Some find their presence unnerving
while others are delighted to see old friends
and classmates.
“She’s great! She’s so much fun! I love her
review games,” said Amy, 6th grade.
“It’s different having another teacher in
the classroom. It’s like kindergarten,” said
Shakti, 6th grade.
“It was really cool having her [Carrie Hill]
in our class. She knows a lot and is going to
be a great teacher,” said Veronica, senior.
Miss Schwartz worked with Mrs.
Vasquez’s K4 class and enjoyed learning the
day-to-day pace of working with preschool
students.
Some students are even considering becoming teachers themselves! Seeing student
teachers in their classrooms might give potential teachers an idea of what lies ahead.
No matter what is in your future, the important thing is to work hard and never stop
learning.

Miss Schwartz student teaches in the K4 classroom.
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Locker decorating contest
Who has the best locker at FBTA?
by Arianna, junior

S

Ella, 2nd grade, and friend are all smiles as they take off down the hill!

photo by Mrs. Tripp,
K5 teacher

Going ballistic for Box Tops!
by Hope, senior

C

alling all FBTA students! The annual
Box Top contest is still in session, and
each class has been doing well so far. But we
need more!
The contest ends Feb. 19, and the winning classes in elementary and junior/senior

high will each receive an ice cream sundae
party. The 1st place person will receive $25;
2nd place, $10; and 3rd place, $10.
Ashley, 7th grade, is in first place so far
with 598 BoxTops, and Asher Tkach, K5,
is in second place with 449 BoxTops. For
elementary, 3rd grade is in the lead and for

tudents at FBTA are super talented, have
an eye for design, and also have amazing school spirit. This spirit week you get a
chance to show it.
The journalism staff is hosting a locker
decorating competition for junior and senior
high students. The staff will be judging two
categories: (1) the coolest looking locker on
the inside and out, and (2) the locker showing the most patriot pride.
Pariticpation is simple: have your locker
decorated by Friday, Feb. 19. To be considered for judging, write your name and locker
number on a piece of paper and put it in girl
the Junior/Senior high, 7th grade is in the
lead.
“Just be sure the BoxTops you find haven’t expired, and there are plenty more sheets
in the office if you need any more,” said Mrs.
Fea, BoxTop coordinator. “Let’s make these
last couple of weeks count!”

senior locker 14. The winners (with photos)
will be announced in the next Patriot Press.
So start decorating your lockers and show
us what you can do. Have fun and good luck!

Grab those scissors and raid your pantry
because time is ticking!
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The group of high school girls takes a break from sipping their drinks to capture the moment.

Freezing, frappuccinos, friends
The girls’ varsity team smiles with their second place trophy after a hard-fought game.

Hoops and hotels
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FBTA’s varsity basketball teams fight for first
at the Valley invitational tournament
by Carlie, junior

R

ight after first period, the FBTA varsity
teams were released to travel and participate in the basketball tournament at Valley
Baptist Christian School on Friday, Jan. 15.
The long bus rides, team dinner at Cracker
Barrel, intense games, hotel rooms, morning
devotional, hotel breakfast, and other fun
shenanigans made this weekend hard to forget.
“I really enjoyed this year’s Valley tournament because it was different from all the
other years in so many ways,” said Diana,
junior and all-tournament player. “The hotel
room was quite the change! Instead of spending the night at Valley, we were able to spend
it in a comfortable bed at Comfort Inn.”
“The Valley tournament was really fun!”
said Sarah, freshman. “My favorite part was
probably going to Cracker Barrel.”
Friday, day one of the tournament, was
filled with tiring games, concessions, and a
lot of cheering. The girls won their first two
games against Valley and Centerville, but lost
their last game to Frederick. The boys won
their first two games on Friday against Centerville and Valley’s junior varsity boys team.
Mr. Niggl, athletic coordinator and bus driver, took the teams out for dinner at Cracker
Barrel for a good meal after a long day.
Saturday, the last day of the tournament,
the teams woke up bright and early and left
the hotel after a team breakfast and morning devotional from Mr. Gleb, boys’ varsity
coach. The girls won their first game against
Valley, putting them in the championship
game against Frederick.
They played a hard-fought game, but
ended up losing by 5 against the tournament
champions, Frederick Christian.

“Winning second to me was just as
good as winning first because, as a team, we
learned more and improved like crazy!” finished Diana. “Cannot wait until next year to
be even better,”
The boys went into overtime in their first
game against Frederick and ended up losing
by one basket, a loss which which sent them
to the consolation game against Gill Grove.
Although they played their hearts out, they
lost the second game by 12 points and got
fourth place in the tournament.
“After the Frederick loss, I was completely dead,” said Daniel, junior and all-tournament player. “I did a lot but knew I could
do more, and I should’ve put the team on
my back. We are still working on becoming
mentally tough, but I’m glad that a team full
of soccer players is starting to look more like
basketball players on the court.”
“It was a great trip, and I really enjoyed all
the competition,” said Ricky, junior. “Next
year, I hope the guys’ team doesn’t get fourth
again.”
“The Valley tournament was fun! The
guys came within one point of making it to
the finals and the girls were able to get second
place,” said Jason, senior.
The tournament was a great experience,
and the team made many memories. Rachel, junior, Diana, junior, Daniel, junior,
and Tim, senior, were selected by the coaches of all of the competing teams for FBTA’s
“all-tournament” players.
The blood, sweat, and tears shed all for
the betterment of the team were commendable, and the teams walked away satisfied and
ready to come back strong next year.

New year,

New resolutions
(or lack thereof)
by Mackenzie, senior

N

ew Year’s resolutions came about so
that people could have a chance to
“start over” on the New Year. These resolutions could be anything from cutting out
chocolate to learning how to play a new instrument.
“I decided that I am going to practice my
instruments more, and that I will start running more often,” said Alexis, junior.
Resolutions are a good way to make new
goals for yourself to get focused in the new
year.

“One of my New Year’s resolutions was
to stop procrastinating in everything that I
do,” said Julie, freshman.
Some people decide not to make resolutions because they never seem to find the
time to do them. Many have made resolutions we never followed through with.
“This year I decided not to have a resolution; I never end up doing it because I’m too
lazy,” said Veronica, senior.
Whether you participate in them or not,
New Year’s resolutions are a tradition for
many people and can be a positive way to
help you achieve your goals.

Junior and senior girls meet up with
Mrs. Boyd for coffee and fellowship
by Haven Z, sophomore

L

ayering up with as many clothes as possible, Mrs. Boyd and seven junior and senior girls ventured out into the frigid weather
on Monday evening, Jan. 18. For a last-minute planned outing, the girls agreed to meet
at Gathering Grounds Cafe next to George
Mason University.
“My favorite part was getting together with some of the girls outside of church
to share some laughs and hear about what’s
been going on in their lives,” says Mrs. Boyd,
youth pastor’s wife.
The group of eight enjoyed a laughter-filled evening in which they were able to
catch up with each other in the midst of their
everyday chaotic schedules.

“Mrs. Boyd always comes up with great
activities for the teen girls to do together, and
I really loved this one!” said Alexis, junior. “It
was so much fun to sit in a circle and relax
and just talk. Even though I probably would
not order the raspberry pineapple smoothie
again, the meeting was still tons of fun, and
I really hope we do something similar in the
future!”
“I loved the way the girls could talk
openly and comfortably and just have a good
time,” said Abby, junior. “It was a very warm
and relaxed setting.”
In the end, this activity goes to show how
long-lasting memories can be easily made just
by being in the company of sweet friends.

Hang in There
Don’t give up on exams

Stay Strong!
Payton, freshman, prepares for a
long weekend.

by Enoch, sophomore

D

uring the first few weeks of January,
much studying and cramming was
done to prepare for an excruciating flurry
of moments known as the mid-term exams.
This essential academic event showed how
much the students had learned and remembered since the beginning of school. Students
felt stressed and tired from hours and hours
of studying and test-taking.
“I have so much going on. I just took a
Latin and a Spanish exam, and tomorrow I
have a chemistry exam and literature exam,”
said Ben, junior.
In addition, the 7th grade pupils were exposed to the concept of enduring hour-long
tests. They knew that this matter had to be
taken seriously.
“On Saturday, I spent all day studying
and reading,” said Diego, 7th grade.
“I studied about 87.5% of the material,”
said Holden, 7th grade.
In the end, the 7th graders got through,
but not without some after effects.
“The exams were long and difficult,
and some of the questions gave me a mind
blank,” said Caleb, 7th grade.
For future purposes, preparing ahead of
time is always a great way to do better.
“Be sure to have a good breakfast before
coming to school to do well on the exams,”

said Alexis, junior, over the morning announcements.
Teachers always have good advice and
understand what the students go through.
Nervousness and forgetfulness often go hand
in hand.
In homeroom, Miss Quinlan frequently
prays for the Lord to bless the effort students
have put into class. She knows students may
work hard but then become nervous during
a test and asks the Lord to help the students
think clearly.
Moreover, staying strong in God will help
in demanding times like exams. Ephesians
6:10 says, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his might.”
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