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Tablets and laptops
allowed in class?

Students bring their own technology to school
by Madison, senior

A

Teen revival helps get the teenagers ready for the first week of school,
both physically and spiritually.
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Teen revival closes out
summer vacation

new school year brings exciting changes and improvements to life in the academy. This year, juniors and seniors are permitted to bring their own tablets or laptops to
classes during the day. FBTA is catching up
on blending education with technology.
“I think it’s fantastic getting to use tablets
and laptops. I feel so techy! It makes notetaking way easier and study halls a little more
exciting,” said Jenneth, senior.
“I like being able to take all my notes on
one system rather than carrying around several different notebooks,” said Nathan, junior.
“I wanted to help move our school forward technologically and help prepare the
students for college,” said Mr. Bradford,
school administrator.
The use of technology in school has many
benefits for the student, such as preparation
for college or better time management. Some
students type much faster than they write, and
with the technology, not as much paper is
wasted or carried around. It is evident that the

Hope, junior, looks up some Latin definitions to get a
jump on her homework for the weekend.

use of tablets or laptops in school is a hit
among the upperclassmen, and FBTA has
further progressed technologically.

Teens assemble for 3 nights of Biblical challenge
by Jenneth, senior

A

ug. 25-27 marked the return of students
from their blessed summer days, as
well as the three nights of the annual teen
revival with Bro. Gary Boyd as the speaker.
“I look forward to revival every year because it’s a good way to learn more about
God and how much you really need Him in
everything,” said Mason, senior.
“It’s really nice to kick off the year without homework. It’s relaxing and really easy
to get into the school year,” said Hope, junior.
“There’s no homework for the first few
days of school, and we also get to hear God’s
Word multiple times,” said Ricky, freshman.
Each night started with a competition
between teams of teens. Ordinary ball games
were turned into competitions previously
unheard and unseen, such as cannon dodge
ball and an extreme version of kickball that
involved throwing a football, frisbee, and
kickball in any direction you so desired.
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-

“A couple of them [the games] I’d played at
the WILDS, like the one with the kickball,
football, and frisbee,” said Ricky.
After the gym games, the teens regrouped
in the fellowship hall where the interns showed
humorous video skits they filmed themselves,
and toilet paper relay races and water gun
fights commenced. After several musical specials from extraordinary musicians and singers,
Bro. Gary pulled out his Bible and brought
challenging messages from God’s Word.
“Bro. Boyd impacts me a lot, so just the
fact that he is our youth pastor helps me out a
bunch,” said Mason.
“I feel I was grounded before the year started. It was refreshing,” said Hope.
“I think it helps all of us get into the spiritual mindset because most people don’t pick up
their Bible during the whole summer. That first
three days, the Bible is crammed into you,
which gets you into that spiritual mindset for
school,” said Ricky.
The teen revival was a great way to kick off
the school year and a great memory lodged
into the teens’ minds and hearts.

Student Council
and Class Reps
for 2014-2015
Dan, President
Jason, Vice President
Hope, Secretary
Jenneth, Treasurer
Rebecca, 12th grade rep
Annie, 11th grade rep
Haven, 10th grade rep
Jessica, 9th grade rep
Hart, 8th grade rep
J. T., 7th grade rep

Scattered clouds
Rain later tonight
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Student council agenda
by Rebecca, senior

A

t 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 12, the student council gathered at Mr. and Mrs.
Bradford’s beautiful home. The evening was
filled with an amazing meal, ice cream, a
charades game of Guesstures, and a productive discussion for the upcoming year.
Several changes are already taking place
this year. One of which includes sports practices being shortened to 3:30-5 to provide
more family time.
Another area of change is ODACS.
ODACS will be starting sooner this year, and
tryouts may take place starting in November.
This year, chapel is also changing. Chapel
is only two days a week and is also five
minutes shorter.
“I’m trying to make chapel more special,”
said Mr. Bradford, FBTA school administrator. Although chapel is not as frequent, chapel has a higher expectation.
Another change involves the addition of
detention. Once you get five demerits, instead
of writing out verses for demerits, you get
detention, which involves writing a historical

61°

document for 40 minutes or until the assignment is completed. Detention will be run on
Mondays and Thursdays and may cause students to miss the bus for away games.
“I like the new idea for detention. Writing
verses is like, ‘Here, we’re punishing you.
Copy your Bible!’ Also it will be harder to
forget to do/turn in your demerits because
you do a lot of it at school,” said Jenneth,
senior.
Also, some new events this year include
the Grandparents’ Day music program in the
gym on October 10 and the Patriot Pace
Walk/Jog/Run-athon.
In addition to discussing the new changes,
Mr. Bradford also encouraged the student
council members to be leaders through serving. When serving others, we need to remember, “As people, we are human. We have our
weaknesses, but our focus should be on God
and not our limitations,” he said.
Overall, just as Annie, junior, said, “The
student council meeting was fun but productive. And it was a big help with starting off
the year.”

Check our Facebook page at
FairfaxBaptistTempleAcademy
for more photos and information
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Hunter, Nathan, Jason, Ariana, David, Jenneth, Diana, Susannah, and Sarah all realize a bucket of ice water is
colder than expected.

Students accept the challenge
FBTA students get iced over summer holidays
by Jenneth, senior

“

Y

ou have 24 hours” may have been the
phrase heard across all forms of social
media early in the month of August just before a poor, unfortunate soul was dumped
with a bucket of ice-cold water to raise awareness for ALS. How noble of them.
“It was so cold! And then my sister
sprayed me with a hose!” said Arianna, sophomore.
In hopes to raise money to go toward the
study of ALS and to ultimately find a cure,
people were encouraged to nominate three
friends to participate in the ALS Ice Bucket
Challenge or donate $100 to the cause within
24 hours.

“I was nominated by Arianna (whom I
was very displeased with),” said Nathan, junior. “I’m really glad I ended up picking shorter people [Hunter and Mackenzie] to dunk
me because they couldn’t reach high enough
to dunk my head!”
“The pool was colder than the water Jesse
threw on me. He accidentally threw the ice in
the pool and then he pushed me in while I
was wearing a shower cap,” said Jason, junior, as he recounted his challenge at a hotel’s
swimming pool.
ALS, or Lou Gehrig's Disease, is a so-far
incurable neural disease that attacks the brain
and spinal cord, slowly decreasing muscle
movement, speech, and even eating, eventually ending in death.

“Yes, I did my research. One of the
YouTubers I watched had his dad die from it
[ALS],” said Jason.
“I really knew nothing about ALS besides
the fact that it was a condition that affected
your nerves. But after the nomination, I did a
lot of research on the condition and am now
very thankful for this ‘awareness” check,’
continued Nathan.

Many of the FBTA students participated
and posted their experiences on Facebook
and Instagram, and the world was able to
raise $100 million in donations within a single month by over three million people who
either had large charitable hearts or just simply didn’t want to face the cold.

Families face farewells

Parents and younger siblings reminisce over
recent college goodbyes
by Haven, sophomore

T
Veterans thank God for protecting and preserving our country.
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First responders are first priority
Victims of 9/11 remembered
by Bailey, senior

O

n Sunday, Sept. 7, first-responders were
thanked and honored at FBT during a
special service remembering the 9/11 attacks.
During the first service, evangelist Tom Farrell preached a riveting message on salvation
and tied it in with first-responders.
“I’m so thankful my Dad wasn’t hurt in
action on a day that so many others were,”
said Annie, junior, of that tragic day.
Policemen, firemen, and active and retired
military members then enjoyed a classic

American “dinner on the grounds” along with
all other first responders and church members.
“I think it’s great that FBT honors first
responders because many times people don’t
take the time to thank them for putting their
lives on the line,” said Jason, junior.
Upon the meal’s conclusion, many enjoyed and were challenged by the afternoon
service also given by Dr. Farrell.

his past August and early September,
many families said “goodbye” to their
college-ready children.
“You miss your child, but you are thankful to see them in the Lord’s will and experiencing new things,” said Mrs. Braucht.
Many families agree that it takes a little
bit of time to fully recuperate and get used to
having fewer children to look after.
On the other hand, some students are
looking at the more positive side of not having as many siblings around the house.
“Well, there is more food in the house
now because Kyle eats just about everything
he can get his hands on,” said Jessica, freshman.
In some cases, the house is quieter and
less crowded.
“It definitely changes the dynamic of your
home, but you get used to the ‘new-normal’
with time,” said Mrs. Mitchell.
Adjusting is harder for some, and it is
definitely no easy task. Knowing that they
will be able to see each other soon gets most
families and college students through hard
times.

Jessica, freshman, wipes away a tear
thinking about her brother at college
(although she is secretly glad there is
more food in the house).
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Students change up their look

Some FBTA kids are into the new additions to the uniforms while others
are sold with the old
Our school is working every year to improve and some people think
by Carlie, sophomore

T

he students were offered many new choices of polos, skirts,
pants, sweaters, and oxford shirts for the new year, and it
looks like the students have some opinions.
“I definitely think the oxfords are ten times better. I hate polos, and all I wear are button downs. It’s a southern prep thing
for me, and it looks more mature,” said Isaac Quarterman, senior.
Left: Millie, junior; Isaac, senior; and Mackenzie, junior; show off their
new look for 2014.
photo by Carlie, sophomore

that bringing in top notch uniforms helps that along.
“. . . now to get suit jackets and ties,” continued Isaac.
Other students were more comfortable with what they were used to.
“I like the elementary uniforms better because they don’t make you
sweat as much,” said Holden, 6th grade.
The girls were also offered a few new things including skirts, and it
seems like they are a lot more comfortable.
“I like everything better than the old uniform,” said Millie, junior,
who has been sporting the new navy, pleated skirt.
Many students agree that change is good. The new additions to the
uniforms are a start to something great, and the students are looking
sharper than ever.
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The sibling tag
Latinus style!
FBTA’s high school
Latin class attracts
3 pairs of siblings
among a class of 10
by Rebecca, senior

photo by
In addition to Latin, Hope, junior, and
Rebecca,
Haven, sophomore, are in senior high
senior
orchestra and on the journalism staff together.

U
Ricky, freshman, photo bombs the 7th graders lunch table.
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Transilience is here

The 7th grade class experiences abrupt changes
by Enoch, freshman

T

he 7th graders started their first year of
junior high anxious but ready for
change. Most of these “sevvies” were eager to
transition from the elementary level. Lockers
and different classes along with time between
each class were unanimously the most favorable adjustments.
“No lines,” said John, talking about free
roaming the halls.
However, there were also several additions that were a bit of a shock to them.
“Bottom of the totem pole,” said Alyssa,
referring to going from the oldest in elementary to the youngest in junior high.

“The workload,” said Joshua. Some of the
7th graders also did not like having a bottom
locker. When asked about enjoying having
different teachers for each period, “Sort of,
halfway no, halfway sort of,” said David.
Hopefully, the 7th graders will survive this
new year. They will need all the help and
advice they can grasp. As Psalm 46:1 says,
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” We must all remember
to look to God for guidance.

nless you are a twin, the chances of you
being in the same class with your brother or sister is pretty small—maybe even close
to non-existent. But this year, Mrs. Pigott’s
high school Latin class makes the exception.
“We both wanted to bond through
knowledge,” said Hope Zakaria, junior, about
her and Haven both choosing Latin.
“I wanted to learn another language,” said
Madison Mitchell, senior, echoing the similar
sentiments of her sister Carlie.
In a class of 10, three pairs of siblings
make up over half the class. And with Mrs.
Pigott’s alphabetical order seating charts, one
can only imagine how that works out.
“Rebecca and I are three grades apart, but
surprisingly we’re still in the same class,” said
Enoch Pan, freshman.
For the first time in seven years, Latin has
made resurgence at FBTA, and for the first
time in the history of the school, Latin has
been offered as a high school credit.
“The benefits of learning Latin includes a
better knowledge of the English language and
vocab and an easier transition into learning
other Romance languages. Latin is useful for
a future profession as a pharmacist, doctor,
lawyer, or scientist,” said Mrs. Pigott, Latin
teacher.

Enoch, freshman, and Rebecca, senior,
hold up the names for “brother”
(frater) and “sister” (soror).

Regarding the special bond they share
as sisters, Madison, senior, said about
her and Carlie, sophomore, “Sometimes
we say the same sentences, and in class
we’ll make faces at each other.”
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Senior lockers
for everyone
The students of FBTA
all received 2 lockers
by Susannah, senior

O

n Aug. 21, the students of FBTA were
pleasantly surprised to find out that they
had been assigned two lockers.
“I like the idea of having two lockers, but it
would have been nice to pick out our own
lockers,” said Millie, junior.
“I love it. It helps keep me organized because I have more space,” said Hart, 8th grade.
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“I’ve always needed to use a second locker, so it is nice to be allowed to use them this
year,” said Carlie, sophomore.
Allowing the students to use two lockers
instead of one has eliminated books and
lunchboxes, gym bags, and purses left out on
the racks.

Everyone’s got rhythm!
FBTA’s music program
starts out on the right note
by Annie, junior

T

he tinkling of percussion and blaring of
brass has begun under the guidance of
Mrs. Brenda Castilla, orchestra director, while
the SOLFEGE drilling and note reaching is
headed up by Miss Audrey Peterbark, choir
director.
“I’m excited for students we have added to
the orchestra because it gives the group a
great balance,” said Mrs. Castilla. Students
have been getting used to their new members
and working together to achieve a good, full
sound.
The students are also excited about the
new changes in the music program.
“It’s going to be fun playing new songs
and working with new people,” said Enoch,
freshman cellist.
“For orchestra, I’ve always thought it was
nice to get better at something, but also not
have to study for tests and quizzes,” said Jenneth, senior clarinetist.
A brand new highlight to the music program is the elementary general music group
lead by Miss Audrey Peterbark. This includes
rhythmic practice by creating steps for differ-

ent lengths of music notes. Another aspect of
the class is that the kids can get out their jitters
by practicing on some low-key percussion
instruments.
“My favorite part about the choirs is seeing all the kids again. I’m excited for a new
year!” said Miss Peterbark.
As for choir, the students are refreshing
their SOLFEGE and warming up their voices
for a new year of practice.
“I’m most excited for all of the new songs,
of course!” said Veronica, junior.
So for those involved with music this year,
give it your all and remember whom you are
ultimately singing and playing for!

Sixth grade students Caleb, Charity, Andrew,
Savannah, and Julia perform during the program
for Grandparents’ Day.

Elementary students are thankful for their lunches because they don’t have to prepare them or pay for them!

Satisfying sustenance

Eating healthier doesn’t have to be a challenge with
these lunch tips and ideas
by Victoria, junior

A

ccording to a recent FBTA senior high
school survey, 49% of the student population packs their own lunches. 32% do not
make an effort to eat healthfully. With these
few simple tips and ideas, you can alter your
diet for the better!
Thanks to the online magazine Cooking
Light and Greatist some of the overall best
healthy lunch options have been printed below.
Wrapping things up tight are chicken, ham,
salmon, tuna, and turkey wraps. For these, any
kind of meat goes in the tortilla or pita wrap
along with your choice of cheese, tomato,
lettuce, and any kind of sauce would work
with your selections. For a different take on
the classical sandwich, try out a new type of
bread. Whole grain breads, rye, or pumpernickel are just a few tasty alternatives.
Powerful parfaits come in many different
flavors. The best blends of fruit with vanilla
yogurt make for quite the appetizer. This fresh
fruit-dairy combo can be stored in any container, but keep it cool with a cold pack.
Spice up your meal, quite literally, with
tortilla chips and salsa or guacamole. Pita

chips or sun chips work well with these dips
too.
On a cold day, you can’t go wrong with a
bowl of hot soup. Homemade soups are always healthier than canned soups and, often,
are more delicious. Since “ain’t nobody got
time for that,” the next best thing for a fast
lunch is to buy the drinkable soups, namely
tomato soup or any creamed soups.
Of course, a salad is the ultimate healthy
lunch. Try putting strawberries and sliced
almonds on top of your spinach and lettuce.
Top off the greens with a raspberry vinaigrette.
Watch out for fruit juices. Often there are
many fake sugars in these juices. Also consider your soda drinking habits. The average
12 oz. soda contains 39 grams of sugar.
Moving on to breakfast foods, bagels are
not the greatest thing since sliced bread. Stay
away from white bread goods that have no
real nutritional value. Switch to skim or one
percent milk to help reduce bad cholesterol.
Add some crunch or sweetness every day
with vegetables and fruits, but you already
knew to do that! You can start making better
lunch choices today. It’s not that difficult.
Bon appetite!
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Coaches collaborate

Introducing FBTA’s new soccer coaches
by Isaac, senior

K

Hunter, senior, deftly steals the ball away from the opposition,
while goalie Dan, senior, looks on.

photo by, Mrs. Dyck, advisor

A reason for the season

icking off the fall 2014 soccer season,
FBTA welcomes Mr. Bradford, Mr.
Gleb, and Mr. Viera as the team’s new coaches. Mr. Bradford is the head coach and has
more than 20 years of coaching experience.
All three coaches testify that leading a
team of superstars isn't easy though it can be
done! Teaching new skills can be overwhelming to both players and coaches, but with all
the hard work put into practice, there is much
satisfaction when winning a game.
“I enjoy being with the guys,” says Mr.
Bradford. “I enjoy working to improve and
grow as a team so everything can come together at the tournament.” Having this type of

confidence keeps the team emotionally stable
and focused, always desiring to win.
“Being involved makes me feel born
again,” says Mr. Viera, explaining that it
made him feel “young.” Just as much as he
loves watching the sport, Mr. Viera also loves
teaching “the beautiful game” to the youth,
and watching them develop over time.
“Many of these soccer drills are just like
basketball drills,” said assistant coach, Mr.
Gleb, astonished by how strikingly similar the
two sports are. Maybe some of these drills
practiced on the field can be applied on the
court in the upcoming basketball season?
Putting much time and effort into the
team, these coaches three, I decree, can lead
the team to victory.

The boys’ soccer team starts with a win
by Jason, junior

T

he boys’ soccer team started its season
with a win against Lighthouse Christian
School on Sept. 5. It was the first official
game of the season, and many players were
nervous at first on the field.
As the minutes dwindled away, the boys
found their ground. At the end of the first half,
the score was 2-1. Coach Bradford gave an
encouraging speech to the boys that had them
ready to play the next half.
The second half showed the potential the
team had. Fairfax won 4-1. Isaac, Nathan,
and Jason scored the goals for the team.
The following Friday, the boys traveled to
Faith Baptist School in Fredericksburg to play
their next match.
The game started with Faith scoring an
early lucky goal. At halftime, the score stood
3-0 with Faith ahead. During the second half,
Isaac scored an early goal giving Fairfax more
hope.

The game ended 4-1 with FBTA losing the
game, but winning more soccer knowledge
from Coach Bradford.
“I think we played well, but we can definitely beat them [Faith] this season,” said
David, junior.
The boys have learned a lot this year with
a new coach stepping in.
“I think this year’s soccer season is going
great! We definitely have a lot of areas to
improve, but I am especially happy with how
well all the new guys have been doing. I am
glad they all came out this season,” said Nathan, junior.
As the season continues, the team looks
forward to improving their game. The attitudes of all the players have been very encouraging and show how open they are to this
sport. Win or lose, the boys will always strive
to play “All for Christ.”
Mr. Bradford, head coach, fires up the team before the game..
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First week
of school!

Wrapping up the first
week in a nutshell
by Hunter, senior

I

t was an early 6:45 a.m. on Monday morning, Aug. 25 . . . the first day of school at
FBTA.
When the students arrived at school, they
learned of several changes to the rule book.
Students are now allowed to text and play
games on their phones before and after
school, as long as the phones are off during
school hours.
Another change is that the juniors and
seniors can use their iPads and tablets to take
notes with during their classes, and every
year, there are a lot of changes for the 7th
graders, because they are now allowed to
change from class to class.
“I like how I got to change classes since I
am in the 7th grade,” said Haston. Most of
the students get two lockers, which is very
helpful, especially for some students who are
disorganized. The extra locker helps those
students become more organized.
“I like the new changes that are happening
in our school this year,” said David, junior.
A great start to a new year also began with
the teen revival. There was no homework at
all during these special meetings, so the teens
would have their minds focused on what Bro.
Boyd would be preaching to them each night.
They started out by playing a game, and after

Henry, 7th grade, ponders the challenges of going to a
new school for junior high.

that they would sit down and have a bite to
eat.
One night for dinner, there were all sorts
of coffee drinks which was a huge hit with the
teens. After eating and drinking, there was a
time of singing and then preaching from Bro.
Boyd. He preached a series on king David,
and in each message he brought out the point
to stand up for what is right and how to be an
effective leader here at Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy.
“I really liked teen revival this year,” said
Hart, 8th grade.
The revival and the many changes have
already made the beginning of this year a
blast. Phones, tablets, lockers, and no homework for half of the week. What a great way
to get this school year started!

Elementary News

We weren’t able to fit our elementary and preschool news in this issue, but we’re
planning to print the October issue early, and will be covering the Patriot Pace,
Grandparents’ Day, Sounds of Music Dinner Concert, the firemen’s visit, and other
Elementary Field Trips.

Tim, junior, readies his team to go up against the opposing team, led by Arjuna, junior.

Dodgeball tournament
ends with a smash!
A fun time for competition
and a compelling message
by Nathan, junior

E

vangelist Tom Farrell and Bro. Gary
Boyd organized a team-based dodge-ball
tournament on Sept 10 during the last day of
the annual fall revival at FBT. There was a
hundred dollar prize for the first-place team
and a second-place prize of fifty dollars!
In a single elimination-style tournament,
ten teams slowly knocked one another out
until Tim’s team won.
“My team lost in the first round, and it
made me wanna cry,” says sorrowful Arjuna,

junior, after losing the opening match of the
night.
After the awards were given out and the
pizza eaten, Evangelist Tom Farrell gave a
powerful salvation message, and afterward
six teenagers accepted Christ!
“His messages were amazing,” exclaimed
Mackenzie, junior, after the week was over.
“I was so excited that some of my friends I
had been praying for got saved during his
preaching.”
This was a great time for both the fun of
the tournament and for the opportunity for
many guests to hear a message of salvation
for the first time.

