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School improvements aid in learning
Adjusting to many changes may be difficult, but exciting
by Victoria R, sophomore

W

elcome back! Once again students are
back here at school after a mildtemperatured summer. It is time to settle
down into the otherwise mundane groove of
the academic year. However, the faculty will
be implementing some exciting changes this
year!
Get ready for a bright and early start at
8:00 a.m. with 8:05 being the late bell.
“It’s so cool and weird that the times are
going to change!” said Haston, 6th grade.
The school is also changing the time in
between classes. Instead of five minutes, students will only have three minutes in the halls
when switching classes. Losing two minutes
in the hall sounds crazy, but adding up all the
time from starting earlier and hall time gives
us 36 extra minutes for the day.
“While this may not seem to be a benefit
for most at first glance, five minutes adds up
over the course of a week, a month, a quarter,
a semester, and a year. We’ll have more time
for a few more questions, for a little more
explanation, for a little more practice,” said
Miss Quinlan, English teacher.

All morning, classes will be 50 minutes
long, and afternoon classes will be 40
minutes for extended class periods.
“It’s going to be hard,” said Daniel, 3rd
grade, when asked about all the changes.
There are some slightly more appealing
changes, though. Previously, Fairfax Baptist
Temple Academy was known for having the
toughest grading scale in Virginia. This year,
the grading scale has been modified. A 93%
is now the lowest A, and the lowest B is an
85%. This will put our school in line with the
other schools in ODACS, but still keeps our
grading scale more challenging than most
public school systems.
“I might be able to get on the honor roll!”
said Mackenzie, sophomore.
For all of you fashionistas out there,
Lands End will be selling cardigan sweaters
with the school logo. This change was implemented in part to address the mess that the
pullover sweaters made of everyone’s hair
when pulling them off and on.
“The sweaters are the thing I’m most excited about! I’ve wanted a school cardigan

sweater for the longest time!” said Reagan, senior.
Has your stomach ever growled really loudly
in the middle of class or chapel? Well, it no longer has to be so! At the beginning of fourth period,
students will have a short snack time and are allowed to munch on their favorite goodies.
“The students were eating in the halls because
they were hungry, so we mentioned it in the staff
meetings, and I guess they took it to heart,” said
Mrs. Rodriguez, 6th grade teacher. The student
body reaps multiple benefits as a result of the
staff moms.
Our fund-raising efforts from last year have
provided the funds for much-needed and appreciated technology for our school. Apple and tech
fans should be happy about the new projectors in
every classroom. The teachers are also enjoying
their brand new iPads.
“I’m looking forward to some of the tech upgrades as well as the new grading scale,” said
Jenneth, junior. Staying up-to-date has a cost, but
in the end, it will be well worth it.
Another addition for the students is our guidance counselor. Mrs. Darby is going to be available to help and advise in areas concerning the

FBTA upgrades tech to version 2.0
School funds provide up-to-date technology for students
by Jenneth, junior

D

ue to the previous year’s Walk for the
Lord fundraiser, FBTA was able to raise
enough money to replace the bulky, out of
date technology and provide new Apple TVs
and projectors in the classrooms, a portable
computer lab, and even iPads for high school
teachers.
“I think it will improve some things, and
it’s an exciting change to our school,” said
Madison, junior.
The older students will remember the days
where Mrs. Hawley would ask a student to
roll a giant, ancient TV monitor from the storage closet at the end of the hall up to an elementary class. Others remember taking notes
from Mr. Niggl’s bulky TV screen, which
would sometimes refuse to project its color
properly.
The times are now changed. Each high
school classroom features an Apple TV box,
which can connect to a state-of-the-art iPad in
the hands of the teachers. Now students can
easily watch Mr. Niggl’s famous YouTube
illustrations on cell division, Miss Roeske’s
math examples, or interesting keynotes for an
English class.
“Look at Mr. Niggl’s class. I really enjoyed it because we had everything on a
screen, and it was easier to write notes and
what not. Now that every teacher has one of
these [Apple TVs], it will be a lot easier to do
things such as take notes and pay attention,”
said Dan, junior.

Our new part-time IT manager, Mr. Vasquez, works tirelessly to set up the new laptops in the computer lab.
Getting the new projectors and lab computers ready for the first week of school has kept him very busy over the
past month, but we are thankful for his help as we upgrade our technology around the building.

“I need to find a math app to help me in
teaching my classes like I did last year, but
the technology is pretty snazzy,” said Miss
Roeske, high school math teacher, with a
smile.
Not only will the classroom be more up to
date, but so will study halls. No longer do
students need to ask for a teacher to keep an
eye on them in the computer lab as they hurriedly finish writing a paper. The computer
lab will be complete with brand new laptops
that can potentially be taken to any classroom
or study hall in the school building, thanks to
the new wifi, which has been set up for the

school. It still remains to be seen how often
students will be allowed to use the laptops,
since there will still be some juggling over
who gets to use what and when, but the potential is definitely there.
“Teens nowadays are so familiar with
technology, so it won’t be hard to transition,” said Susannah, junior.
The year will be excitingly different with
the new technology, and hopefully it will
make the school year just a bit more fun as
well.

future, college choices, and employment
options.
“The students love Mrs. Darby. Now
there’s one more [reason] students can
interact with her to their benefit,” said Miss
Quinlan.
Through all the confusion, excitement,
and stress, students should come to the
realization that this year will be what they
make it to be. To make the best of this
year, everybody needs to prepare. Prepare
mentally for the work load and multitudes
of distractions waiting to snatch your time.
Students should also prepare spiritually
by having the right motives and focusing
on the ultimate goals. Keep your attitude in
check throughout the year.
“No one needs negativity,” said Mrs.
Rodriguez. Our school has been blessed
beyond measure, and the spirit in the hallways during Parent/Teacher Orientation
was positive and uplifting.
Know when to be serious, and through
it all, don’t forget to enjoy life. Smell the
roses, and thank God for every precious
moment.

Congrats!
Student Council
and Class Reps
for 2013-2014

The Student Council held their
first meeting the week before school
started and is already off to a great
start! Discussions during the meeting
involved upcoming school policy
changes and any concerns the individuals on the council might have had.
This year, five of the ten members
have been re-elected and are returning
to serve in the same or similar positions that they held last year. The student council meetings are scheduled
on a weekly basis Thursday during
lunch.

Reagan, President
Mackenzie, Vice President
Hope, Secretary
Rebecca, Treasurer
Hannah, 12th grade rep
Susannah, 11th grade rep
Victoria, 10th grade rep
Haven, 9th grade rep
Jessica, 8th grade rep
Jay, 7th grade rep

Who’s who in FBTA?
The start of a new year begins the start
of meeting new teachers
by Annie, sophomore

W

ith any new school year, there are a lot
of new changes. This year is no exception, and there are perhaps many more this
year than usual.
When FBTA’s former administrator resigned last spring, the question arose: Who
would lead our school?
Because God is our provider, He has answered our prayers for a new administrator.
Mr. Bradford will be joining us in January,
after he has completed the last few projects he
needs to finish at his current school.
For now, Mr. Jim Cornell will be our acting administrator until Mr. Bradford arrives.
“I was very excited about how God
worked. Within two weeks, a youth group
from another school visited our church. I
talked with their chaperone about needing a
new administrator. He said he would think
and pray about it. I believe God supplied the
right man. He even went to college with Pastor Calvert,” said Mr. Cornell, as he explained
the situation.
Along with a new administrator, there are
many new, and some, returning faces on the

staff. Mrs. Castilla will be taking over the
senior and junior orchestra.
“I always love the Christmas concert and
just the satisfaction of having all our school
instrumentalists join together to make great
music,” said Mrs. Castilla when looking forward to this year’s great opportunities.
Miss Morgan will be teaching 2nd grade,
while Mrs. Páez will be teaching the 3rd
grade.
“It’s a great blessing and honor to be in
FBTA. I can’t wait to get started,” she said.
In the junior and senior high realm, Mrs.
Páez will also be heading up the Spanish III
class.
Mr. Gleb is also a new teacher in our junior and senior high and will have many of the
new junior high classes.
So, FBTA students, get to know these
faces and give them a great welcome!
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Volleyball team heads into
the season with a strong start
Improvements this season make the
lady patriots a force to be reckoned with
by Hannah, senior

O

n August 5, 28 girls showed up for the
first volleyball practice, and since then
the season has been in full swing.
With three weeks of practice and two
games under their belts, the Varsity Girls
volleyball team shows plenty of promise.
As the new coaches of the volleyball team,
Mr. Leonard and Mrs. Amos have taken the
team to new heights both in skill sets and in
technique.
“From a coaching standpoint, the goal is to
practice the fundamentals of the game and
improve on them. During the games, the aim
is to get every player in as many games as
possible, giving the team overall broader
learning opportunities and more experience
on the court individually,” said Mr. Leonard,
head coach.
Having a volleyball background, Miss
Morgan has also joined the coaching staff.
As part of our opening chapel, our interim school administrator, Mr. Cornell,
handed out A and A-B honor roll pins to each student that was on
the honor roll for the entire previous school year.
Congratulations to these students who worked so hard all year.

Don’t forget!

“These girls definitely have a lot of potential, so I am looking forward to working with
Mr. Leonard and Mrs. Amos to help them
improve as a team even more,” said Miss
Morgan, upon seeing the varsity team play
and win against Victory Baptist School, and
later that week, against Bethel.
Not only do the coaches have high hopes
for this season, but the team members do as
well.
“I am super excited for this season! Mr.
Leonard taught us how to play, and I know
that I have seen improvement from last year
already . . . and the season has just begun,”
said Susannah, junior, and returning varsity
player.
With new coaches, players, and a brand
new season, come on out and cheer for your
Lady Patriots!
Update: The girls have won the first two
games of the season, and are excited to start
the season off with such a great record.

Color me!
FBTA First Day of School

Picture Day
September 5

Teen Revival starts off
the year on the right foot
by Rebecca, junior

M

onday started off our annual Teen
Revival. Join us for three evenings,
starting Monday through Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. We will be meeting in the Fellowship
Hall.
“Teen Revival is a great way to start the
school year off strong for the Lord,” said Bro.
Boyd, youth pastor.
“I like that the teen revival is at the beginning of the school year because it gets us focused and off to a good start with the right
goals,” said Victoria, sophomore.

Enjoy the songs, games, and food that will
be provided each night, and listen in to the
messages that Pastor Fannin will be bringing
to us from God’s Word.
Pastor Fannin is the pastor of Bluegrass
Baptist Church in Kentucky, but is also a
graduate of FBTA, a former teacher, and was
Student Council President for two years, so
he knows how we think and can obviously
relate to what we go through as Christian
school students in the Washington, D.C. area.
His very applicable preaching style makes
him a favorite speaker among FBTA students.

Fundraising
while you Shop!

T

his year, we are using a new
fundraising gift card program at
shopwithscrip.com. When you use
scrip gift cards at your favorite retailers, you’re fundraising while you
shop.
They offer over 300 of the country’s biggest brands, including grocery, department stores, gas stations,
restaurants, hotels, home improvement, and more. Just by using scrip to
pay for your normal weekly purchases, you can easily raise $500 or more
per year.
Stop by the school office to pick
up information on how you can help
earn money off of your tuition as well
as for our school.
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