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Missionary to Romania, Sam George, speaks in chapel to the elementary students.

Above: Steve &
Julia Brockell, and
their children,
Alec and Sophie,
are our missionaries to the Dominican Republic.
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Bethany,
junior

International missions
affects the local church

Left: Olivia made
friends with Jocelyn, missionary kid
to El Salvador.

Students learn about foreign missions
in a personal way
by Bethany S, junior

F

airfax Baptist Temple hosted their annual missions conference from April 2529. Missions conference is always an exciting time to learn about different countries
and to be challenged by messages that the
missionaries preach from God’s Word.
“I enjoyed talking to the missionaries and
hearing their stories,” said Kimberly, senior,
“each one is unique, and they show how God
has worked in different ways in their own
lives.”
Missionary children that came to the conference attended classes along with FBTA
students during the week.
The students had the opportunity to get to
know all of the missionaries; asking the missionaries questions about their countries
when they visit the classes is a great way to
learn more about the mission field.
“I like to have the visiting missionary
kids in school to hang out with for that

week,” said Madison, freshman, “and every
night, there was something new to learn
from the preaching.”
During the week of missions conference,
special sessions are held to get to know the
missionaries better. A ladies’ luncheon and a
men’s prayer breakfast are some of the opportunities that the church members and
students were given during the week.
Nine different countries from four different continents were represented at this year’s
conference: the Netherlands, Korea, Dominican Republic, Cambodia, Fiji, Romania,
Tinian, Ecuador, El Salvador, and Indonesia.
“The most exciting thing about this
year’s conference,” said Alec, senior, “is that
I’m good friends with one of the missionaries who went to West Coast, Stephen Koch
[missionary to Fiji]. It’s always encouraging
to see how God has worked in the lives of
others.”

April showers
bring … Nationals!
I

t's April and spring has sprung. Daffodils
and tulips are blooming. There's only eight
weeks of school until summer vacation. So,
what are kids at Christian schools around Virginia and around the nation thinking? If it's
April, it must be time for Nationals!
The time between the state competition
and Nationals spans a short two weeks. During this time, competitors must fine-tune their
respective entries and also make arrangements
with teachers for anything they will miss while
away for the week.
Yes, unfortunately, school marches on,
with or without the students present. For those
teachers who give extra work to the traveling
students, there really is no extra time to do
extra work. Almost every single minute is
accounted for at Nationals.
During the nine-hour bus trip to Greenville,
many memories are made.
"I am looking forward to making awesome memories for my last year," said Jacklyn, senior.
In addition to making memories along the
way, students eat, sleep, listen to music, talk,

The missionaries encouraged the students
to stay in the center of God’s will in order to
find true happiness and success in life.
“God has called us, so we’re happy to be
there,” said Roger Workman, missionary to
Tinian.
Lessons were also learned about God’s
perfect plan for everyone’s life, and what
drives the missionaries to keep serving on
the foreign fields.
“These were not the plans I had for my
life,” said Ruth Albright, missionary to the

Netherlands, “but this is the plan God had
for me.”
Why would missionaries give up everything they have and know here in the United
States to serve in a third world country? The
answer is simply this: the world is lost, they
need to know that God loves them, and that
He will save them.
“Giving the people hope in Jesus Christ
makes it worth it all,” said Steve Brockell,
missionary to the Dominican Republic.

food in the dining hall . . . but that's another
story for another article!)
Next, it's off to cheer on fellow competitors. It is here at Nationals that the very
same students from other Virginia schools,
who were once your arch-enemies, are now
your best friends. After all, we are all here to
represent the Commonwealth of Virginia!
With all events going on simultaneously,
picking and choosing is paramount. With
speeches, music, singing, academic testing,
preaching, art and science exhibits, it seems
that one always ends up missing something!
"I really enjoy listening to and comparing
the different music groups," said Jessica,
with a bright smile.
Not only is it a good time to catch up
with your Virginia friends, but it is also an
excellent opportunity to make friends from
all around the US.
"Getting to hang out with friends plus
making new friends is part of what it's all
about," said Nathaniel, senior.
Competition continues throughout the
week until, finally, Thursday night arrives.
The awards ceremony is what everyone
awaits. Once all 2,000 attendees, along with
BJU students are seated in the auditorium,
the names of the winners are announced!

This year, FBTA claimed two first places; three second places; and three third places. Additionally, for the 10th year in a row,
the Commonwealth of Virginia came in first
in the nation and brought back the Cup of
Excellence!
"I was excited about how Nationals
brings all the Virginia schools together,"
stated Brianna, senior.
The awards ceremony ended with extensive picture-taking by all and then a nightlong outdoor celebration, where all of the
different schools joined together. FBTA
students also enjoyed the tradition of pizza
delivery outside the athletic building.
Friday morning brought the long, grueling trek back to Virginia. Somehow the bus
ride back is never as much fun as the bus
ride to an event. This may have something to
do with the complete lack of sleep while at
the event itself, coupled with the thought of
all the homework and test make-ups awaiting everyone.
Nonetheless, a great time was had by all
and, once again, FBTA attended, made it
through and even won at Nationals!
The countdown is now on for the next
Nationals trip, which is only a short 51
weeks away! So, who's in?

Seniors at
Nationals
Awards Night
photo by Mrs.
O’Donnell

A non-stop frenzy of activity
by Camille, junior

Nate, senior, prepares to escort
the missionaries into the auditorium.

laugh and have even been known to partake
in curiously adventuresome versions of
"Truth or Dare." (See Shane for more details!)
Upon arrival at BJU, otherwise known as
"The Bob," the competitors get their room
assignments. These are the actual college
dorms that some BJU students very generously volunteer to share with the competitors.
Typically, two to three competitors room
in a dorm with two or three college students.
This makes for an interesting time in a small
space! There is barely room to walk around,
as mattresses are placed on the floors between bunks. These mattresses serve a dual
purpose when it comes to the late-night sport
of "mattress surfing" down the hallways.
"The coolest part was staying in the
dorms with the college guys, which helps
with the college experience part of it all,"
said Alec, senior.
Each day begins with a hurried walk
down the dorm hall to get in line for the
bathrooms. This is followed by breakfast at
the dining hall. (It was highly recommended
that one should opt for the "grab and go"
breakfast rather than taking a chance on the
Patriot
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Preach
the Word

The end of the
year brings
hobbits, pigs,
counts, and
more

Three young men
gave their all for God
by Kyle, junior

F

BTA took 27 students to Bob Jones
University for AACS National Competition during the 10th-12th of April.
Among those students were Nate,
Timothy and Reagan . These three young
men placed first in both the regional and
state ODACS competitions. Now, they
prepared to take on the country. Their
mission: All for Christ. Their weapon:
God’s Word.
Tim, the youngest of the three, surpassed all expectations when he had the
privilege of going to Nationals as a freshman.
“It was a lot of fun and a great experience going as a 9th grader,” he said enthusiastically.
Tim participated in the area of expository preaching. While he had some stiff
competition, he was fortunate enough to
receive a callback.
“I got called back as a 9th grader, so I
was enthused!” he said.
After the competition was over, Tim
said that he felt very satisfied with his
performance and how he preached. While
he was not fortunate enough to win, Tim
had a blast preaching the Word of God
and being used by Him. Who knows?
Someone might have gotten saved
through Tim’s message, an impact that
will last for eternity.
Even though he is only a freshman,
Tim made it to Nationals and proved that
he could hold his own amongst seasoned
competitors. He truly has a burden to
preach the Word of God to any and everyone.
Reagan competed in the area of evangelistic preaching. This was his first time
to go to Nationals. A sophomore, he was
probably one of the younger competitors
in his category, but that did not stop him
from doing his best for God.
When asked how he felt about going
to Nationals for the first time, he responded with mixed thoughts.
“I was a little nervous, but mostly excited about actually going to BJU,” he
said.
But Reagan did not let first-time jitters
prevent him from giving his all. He
preached a very stirring message begging
people to come to Christ before they
walked out the door.
“I knew that the results were up to
God, but I thought I did pretty well . . .
how wrong I was,” he said in a sarcastic
manner.
Reagan did not receive a callback and
was gravely disappointed. He knew that it
was all in God’s will, and he thanked God
for it.
Even though Reagan did not win,
through this experience, he has gleaned
things that will help him for the rest of his
life.
“Preaching has drawn me closer to
God, and going to Nationals, I met a lot of
new people. ODACS in general helps us
organize our time better,” he said.

Concerning book
reports…
by Rebecca, freshman

K

ids are escaping from a prison camp.
Animals are taking over a farm. Aristocrats are cheating death at the guillotine.
An obnoxious dog is attacking people. What
is this school coming to?
The whole junior high (7-9) and senior
high (10-12) has to do a final book report
this quarter. But with the end of the year in
sight, do procrastination, shorter book choices, and “mass reading” of the same book
tend to set in?
As the school year starts to come to a
close, the last thing students want to do is to
read their assigned book for English class.
The end of the year evokes thoughts of summer, freedom, and everything else besides
book reports. For some, the realization that
there is a book report deadline coming up
doesn’t come until the night before the report
is due.
“I stayed up until 1 a.m. the night before,
reading Anne of Green Gables,” said Haven,
7th grade.
“I always read it the day before it’s due.
During school and all night, I stayed up the
whole night reading I am David, and finished it five minutes before class,” said Nathan, 8th grade.
Another variable that affects one’s
choice for the last book of the year is the
length of the book. Some go for the shorter
reads to avoid being stuck behind the cover
of some 600-page books for hours.
“Many choose Animal Farm because it’s
short,” said Miss Dyck, senior high English
teacher.
“I never choose books that are longer
than 200 pages,” said Katelyn, sophomore.
“Mass reading” is when everybody is
reading the same book. For example, in 10th
grade, most of the girls are reading The Scarlet Pimpernel. “Mass reading” is usually
based on popular opinion.
“I read it [The Scarlet Pimpernel] for the
first quarter book report,” said Hannah,
sophomore. She paused for a moment, and
then continued, “I fell in love with the book.
I told people it was well written and an easy
book to write a report on. Once the book got
a hold of your interest, it doesn’t let go until
the end.”

Books today, books yesterday,
and I'd be surprised if it don't
look like books tomorrer!

photo by Enoch,
6th grade

On the other hand, for some girls, popular opinion did not affect their book choice
for this quarter.
“No, I’m reading it [The Scarlet Pimpernel] for this quarter. I had read about it
before, and it seemed really interesting. I
would recommend The Scarlet Pimpernel
for anyone who enjoys mystery with adventure and a little bit of romance,” said
Corynne, sophomore.
Also, some may choose a book based
on a past experience.
“I read A Christmas Carol for a book
report because I had seen the movie,” said
Veronica, 8th grade.
In Miss Dyck’s 10th grade English
class, The Scarlet Pimpernel, The Hobbit,
The Hound of Baskervilles, and Animal
Farm are the most popular book choices
among the sophomores right now. Some of
the books for the 11th and 12th grades are
The Count of Monte Cristo, Les Misérables, and some of Dickens’s works, such
as Oliver Twist.
According to Miss Quinlan, junior high
English teacher, The Hobbit, I am David,
and The Witch of Blackbird Pond are the
most commonly read books.
“I like the fighting, but it’s a little confusing. I recommend it to people who like
magic and mythical stuff,” said Hunter,
freshman, describing his book report
choice for this quarter – The Hobbit.
Others, however, may disagree.
“I put it [The Hobbit] down after the
first 15 pages. I am a C.S. Lewis fan,”
comments Dan Austin, freshman.
“I Am David was pretty good,” notes
Millie, 8th grade.
“Charlotte Doyle. I hate reading, and I
read this in one day. I only read when forced and this is the first book that I like. I
would definitely read it again,” said Hope,
8th grade.

Summer is sneaking up on the school year!
Students share their thoughts and ideas about their favorite time of year
by Reagan, sophomore

S

ummer! It’s on everyone’s mind right
now. The freedom, no school, swimming, the beach, no school, camping, outdoors activities, no school and hanging out
with friends, all come to mind when summer
is mentioned. But a lot more goes on in the
summer too.
“I really love going bike riding like three
or four times a week.” said Kyle, junior.

Outdoor activities do seem to hold a fascination for many people.
“I go to camp pretty much every summer,” said Krista, junior.
But others enjoy indoor activities more.
Things like videogames and hanging out
with friends hold much enjoyment for some.
“I like to read and just hang out around
my house,” said Gabby, junior.
Summer fun varies for everyone!
Patriot

So, this summer, just remember to stay
safe and have fun. But do not lose sight of
the end-of-the-year schoolwork. The summer is only a couple weeks off, so strive to
finish the year strong!
The Bible says that, “They who wait
upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings
as the eagles. They shall run and not grow
weary . . . ” (Isaiah 40:10).
Be strong in the LORD!
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Nate, the oldest of the three competitors,
competed in the area of topical preaching.
He has competed in preaching for ODACS
his entire life, and he already knew what to
expect at Nationals. An old pro at this, Nate
showed no signs of nervousness while waiting for his turn to preach. His message pertained to “choices.”
“I was excited to see what would happen
this year after taking first in the nation last
year,” Nate remarked, excitedly.
Nate’s message was very well presented
and he said that three out of the four judges
loved it. While eagerly awaiting the outcome
of the competition he still remained calm and
collected.
“After I preached, I was content and
comforted, knowing that I had done my best
and the results were in God’s hand,” he said.
Nate came in third place, our only
preacher who placed. He knew that he had
done his best and that was all that was required of him.
During the past several months in preparation for the various ODACS and AACS
stages, Bro. Barr constantly helped the guys
with their messages. When asked about his
reactions to hearing that all three were going
to Nationals, he answered passionately.
“I was super excited because we had
never had all three guys go to Nationals. My
thought was ‘Wow!’” he exclaimed.
Bro. Barr was not nervous for his guys.
They had done tremendously well at state,
and he knew they would do well at Nationals.
“There’s nothing better than preaching
God’s Word,” he said.
Nate, Reagan and Tim have dedicated
their lives to preaching God’s Word and
serving Him. Serving God is the best choice
anybody can make.
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My friend Ralph, disturbed from his excursion to the restroom, and I, contemplating the meaning of “Hall Pass.”

photo by Jenneth,
freshman

Diary of a “Hall Pass”

David and Liz, seniors, give us
“two thumbs up” for all of our hard work and dedication.

Daily adventures with my friend Ralph
dictated by Harry the Hall Pass, written by Jenneth, freshman

A

nother day on my cozy desk, settled
comfortably next to a wall of ungraded
papers that smell of ink and sweaty, nervous
hands, and beside me is my best friend, always looking at the crowd before him,
slightly cross-eyed.
Not to blame my friend Ralph, of course.
I find myself doing it quite often. Looking at
that huge crowd that always sits in the room
can be quite intimidating. Mr. Niggl calls it
“his class,” but I don’t see much class about
it. It’s always very noisy, and some of the
“students,” as they’re also called, do the oddest things.
My friend Ralph, the bloat fish, has never
really been the same after the first week of
school. One day, a student picked him up
and took him straight out of the room, and
our friend Mr. Niggl did nothing to stop him!
For several long minutes I waited in terror, wondering what happened to poor
Ralph, and if I would ever see him again. As
he was carried off, the look of utter fear was
in his crossed eyes. His puffed up face
looked like a tick ready to pop, and the picture stuck in my mind, repeating its dreadful
self over and over again, until Ralph and his
kidnapper returned.

There was a shocked look on my friend’s
puffy face, and I tried to get him to tell me
what had happened beyond that door, but he
was too stunned to speak and has never
talked much since.
Later that week, I put two and two together when I recognized a word spoken by
the class. I discovered that it was the same
word written on Ralph’s back.
“Ralph the Restroom Pass,” it said.
With profound interest, I listened every
time for the words “Restroom Pass” until I
was sure it had to do with Ralph’s frequent
disappearances. Each time he returned even
more mute than before.
Luckily though, I was able to convince
Ralph to read the mysterious inscription on
my own back and was baffled at the meaning when he finally complied:
“Harry the Hall Pass.”
I contemplated its meaning, easily guessing that, I too, would disappear, just like
Ralph, but what did “Hall Pass” mean?
Could it possibly be my ticket to that horrible place Ralph experienced on a daily basis? What was this “Hall” the prophecy
spoke of? Where was I destined to go with
one of Mr. Niggl’s students? And the most

terrifying question of all: Would I end up
mute and stunned beyond comprehension
like my friend Ralph? I soon found out.
“Mr. Niggl,” a certain student asked,
“may I go get a book from my locker?”
“Take Harry,” Mr. Niggl said, gesturing
to my unsuspecting form.
Jumping at my name, I could hardly
speculate what this “book from my locker”
meant, but it didn’t matter now because that
same kid was coming straight towards me,
just like the others did to Ralph!
I held my breath tight as I was clenched
in a suffocating, sweaty hand that immediately pressed all the oxygen out of me, making my body collapse and give a small hissing sound as that precious air escaped from
me.
Then the student took me through the
mysterious door and out into the world beyond, which I presumed was the “Hall” they
spoke of. This student’s way of travel was
sickening as I bounced up and down in perfect timing with his stride. Around the bend
was a long, skinny room lined with grayish
metal boxes. He pulled a rather large, flat
object from one of them and turned right
back the way we came.
When I was forcibly returned to the desk,
I found myself sitting next to Ralph, who
was still not speaking. I wondered what was
so terrifying about that little excursion outside of the classroom. Other than being

squished beyond belief in that sweaty hand,
it was almost fun!
However, I soon learned that “Restroom
Pass” and “Hall Pass” did not mean the same
thing. Sometimes, the students were so active, two of them had to go to this
“restroom” at the same time. That’s when I
discovered Ralph’s shock.
When we went in, well, I’ll just say I
understand why Ralph will never be the
same again. It was just too much for the poor
bloat fish.
Concerned, I’ve talked to Mr. Niggl privately, and he said Ralph would be better in
time. He said something about it being
“nothing a good summer wouldn’t fix.” This
relieved me greatly, and I told Ralph the
news. Since then, I’ve often seen him staring
intently at the pad of paper behind Mr.
Niggl, known as the calendar.
Knowing Ralph would recover, I’ve
learned to enjoy my expeditions in the Hall.
I’ve been all over the place, and I’ve even
met the pink flamingo in the “office,” as
people call it, who has a key permanently
attached to him and goes by the name of
George.
Ralph became more talkative as this
promised summer came closer, and he even
told me about a few of his adventures to the
restroom. But several weeks ago, Ralph was
put back on Mr. Niggl’s desk, and both Mr.
Niggl and I knew something was very
wrong; Ralph wasn’t breathing. He was
bloated more than normal too, which really
upset me. Mr. Niggl discovered the problem
and began working quickly to revive the
bloat fish.
“Ralph was nearly drowned. Someone
took him to the restroom and filled him with
water,” he explained to his 9th grade class
and me. “So Ralph had a near-death experience.” He gave the bloat fish a few good
squeezes to let out some more water.
“CPR!” a student shouted jokingly, but I
didn’t find it funny at all. My friend nearly
died in that room of death they so lightly
referred to as the restroom!
What’s always comforting to know,
though, is that Mr. Niggl is always watching
out for us. He makes sure we’re always back
in our special spots at the front of his desk at
the end of the day, safe and sound; and if
we’re drowning, he’ll help us right away.
That, and the knowledge of summer, is what
keeps Ralph and me going.

April showers
bring frizzy
hair

No one's hair is safe from the
plague of this season's humidity
by Cassie, sophomore

I

t's that time of year again! It's April! The
weather is finally warming up, the birds
are chirping and … hair is frizzing.
The rainy, humid weather is the perfect
recipe for big, poofy hair. It can be very hard
to keep hair tame when all these odds are
against you.
The majority of FBTA students have this
problem, so you're not alone!
"I hate it. My hair goes everywhere and it
is totally out of control. When the weather
goes from hot to cold, my hair can get super
wild," said Bailey, freshman.
Some girls noted that using heat on hair
helped prevent the frizz.
"My hair is naturally wavy, but when I
straighten it, it is locked. The heat protection
spray I use might help with that a little,"
noted Joanna, sophomore.
For some other girls, using heat styling
revealed the untamable nature of the hair.
"If it's humid or rainy when I curl it, pieces of my hair start to 'unwind' and the 'flyaways' start to come out. Hairspray and

photo by Cassie,
sophomore

Sarah, sophomore, attempts to tame her locks
despite the humid weather.

mousse help keep it in place, though," said
Kelsi, sophomore.
Some, however, had nothing that could
triumph over their hair.
"Weather cannot affect my hair. Its impossible. My hair is always crazy, so I guess
I really wouldn't be able to tell anyway. But I
do use a little more hair product than most,"
said Hannah, sophomore, noting that she
goes through a bottle of mousse every two
weeks.
Even some boys have to deal with the
effects of nature on their hair.
"My hair does get a little frizzy, but I just
have to brush it and manage it a little more,
like how I sleep on it," said Adam, junior.

Patriot

"Yes, I have noticed that my luscious
locks aren't as flowy, but my hair is always
awesome," said David, senior.
Wickizer also claimed to know the secret
to having perfect hair all year round!
"I use women's conditioner. Dove, usually. I sometimes even throw a bit of toothpaste in my hair. Some cat litter, too, perhaps," he said, jokingly.
While some students may listen to David,
Suzy also claimed to know the key to having
frizz-free hair.
"Moisture is a must. Not oily and gross,
but enough moisture in your hair will keep it
nice and pretty." said Suzy, freshman.
No matter what your hair situation, try to
keep your mind on school, and not on your
locks.
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Wedding News

Mr. Fesdekjian, former FBTA student, and Miss Sommerdorf, 4th grade
teacher, were married on April 14,
2012, at Fairfax Baptist Temple by Dr.
Troy R. Calvert.
Mr. and Mrs. Fesdekjian went to the
Dominican Republic for a week of
sunshine and sandy beaches.
“I think the best thing about being
married is the fact that for the rest of
our lives, we get to experience everything, good or bad, together,” said the
new Mrs. Fesdekjian. “Especially when
you know that someone is the person
God chose just for you.”

The end of an era

M

rs. Probus, lunchroom supervisor,
turned in her last school tuition check
this week, with a smile on her face, amid the
enthusiastic applause of the office staff.
Mrs. Probus has been paying tuition for
the past 31 years, as she and her husband put
all eight of their children through the academy.
“It was sad,” she said. “But now I have
more college tuition to look forward to!”
Her youngest daughter will be graduating
from FBTA in June.

Every game
has a risk

Several girls have been
injured already this
year for soccer
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by Mackenzie, sophomore
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s soon as the girl’s soccer season started this year, different players quickly
began getting injured.
Liz, senior, was the starting goalie, until
she got injured at the beginning of the year.
“I dove in a game against Faith, landed
wrong on my shoulder, and fractured my
clavicle,” she said.
She will probably not be able to play for
the rest of the year.
Lily, 8th grade, was the back-up goalie
for Leavenworth. She was injured in a game
against Leesburg.
“I got kicked in the head. I didn’t fully
pass out, but I was really groggy,” she said,
explaining how she got hurt.
An ambulance was called to the field and
Lily was taken to the E.R. The doctor said
she had a minor concussion, and she will still
be able to play for the rest of the year.
Joanna, sophomore, also injured herself
this year.
“I ran too much and didn’t stretch,” she
said.
She injured her groin muscle, and said
that it felt like she had two knots in her muscle. She only missed two games.

Word Search: summer, spring, odacs, vacation, graduation, finished, basketball, soccer, volleyball, college,
seniors, juniors, sophomores, freshmen, high school, junior high, elementary, yearbook, newspaper

Locker contest

by Mrs. Dyck, Advisor

C

ongratulations to Katelyn B, sophomore, for her winning entry in our first-ever locker contest. The scary squirrel that made me
jump, and the fish kissing her brother Daniel was enough to put it over the top. She was followed closely by runner-up Christy,
sophomore, who plastered the entire inside of her locker door with photos; and third-place winner, Hannah, sophomore, whose soccerthemed locker obviously keeps her focused on her game. Honorable mention goes to Victoria, 8th grade, and Diana, 7th grade, just
because I have never seen a locker with a mini-spa in the bottom, and it made me smile.
Thank you to all who showed their school spirit and participated!

Victoria, 8th grade, honorable mention

Katelyn, sophomore, 1st place

Christy, sophomore, 2nd place

Patriot

Press,

Hannah, sophomore, 3rd place
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Diana, 7th grade,
honorable mention

