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Students calculate
their chances of school
The fallacies and perplexities of the
“half-class rule” uncovered
by David B, senior

M
The quizzers’ hard work paid off at the state competition.
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Students jump for the win
God’s blessings given to all the quiz teams
by Bethany, junior

T

he junior and senior high Bible Jump
Quiz teams were given the opportunity
to compete against Heritage Christian
School at the Regional ODACS competition
on March 15.
As the competition day quickly approached, the students diligently studied the
Gospel of John and solidified the memorization of their chapters.
“To get ready for Regionals,” said Kimberly, senior high quiz team member, “I
went through all the dotted verses [the important verses that are pointed out] in the
book.”
Both the junior and senior high teams
beat Heritage at Regionals and advanced to
the State competition on March 22.
“Beating Heritage took concentration and
hard work,” said Tim, senior high quiz team
member.
“At Regionals, we did what it took to
win; we didn’t beat ourselves,” said Mrs.
Schimkus, quiz team coach. “It took a team;
everyone answered questions, and that’s the
way I want to do it again.”
The elementary Bible quiz team also won
their regional competition against Heritage a

week earlier, and they were given the opportunity to compete at the state level as well.
After a lot of hard, close quizzing, the elementary team came in second to Keystone
Christian School by a margin of only 10
points.
At the ODACS state competition, the
junior and senior high teams had to face two
or more other schools as they quizzed. The
senior high team went against Great Hope in
the final rounds, and after losing to them in
the first quiz, Fairfax came back and won
two quizzes in a row.
The senior high Bible jump quiz team
placed first in the state and will be representing Virginia at the AACS National competition at Bob Jones University on April 10.
The junior high quiz team won two backto-back quizzes and also placed first in the
state.
“All of the hard work that we put into
memorizing and studying paid off,” said
Susannah, junior high quiz team member.
The students must continue studying
John and continue familiarizing themselves
with the many questions that could be asked
during the national competition.

ore math than usual is being done in
the minds of the students of FBTA.
Specifically, calculations of groups and individuals of ODACS are mixing together in
students’ heads in order to find out if half of
the students of a class will be going to the
AACS National Competition.
This happens because every year in
April, classes with more than half of their
students going to Nationals have canceled
classes for a week due to the small amount
of students left in the class. Meaning, if half
of a class is gone to Nationals, none of the
students will have any school for the week.
Talk such as, “Well if small vocal goes
and the handbell choir goes, then we don’t
have school, right?” can be heard quite commonly throughout the hallways.
Thus far, the senior class will be the only
class in the senior high which has half of its
class going to Nationals, which means no
senior classes from April 10-13.
However, fallacy and perplexity shrouds
the history and use of the “Half-Class rule.”
In fact when Mr. Niggl, junior and senior
high science teacher, was asked about the
“rule” he said, “I don’t know anything about
that. I’m just going to teach whoever’s left
here.”
“It isn’t really a rule actually,” explains
Mr. Fender, junior and senior high principal.
“It’s just a way the administration can limit
the amount of school that is being missed
during the week of Nationals,” he continued.
“We don’t want to punish those students who have gone all the way to Nationals by forcing them to make up
work,” said Mr. Fender.
Seniors never miss a chance to celebrate,
especially when they realize that they will
have no school on Nationals week.

School at State ODACS
wins by one point

FBTA listens intently to Mr. Zacharias on the first
place announcement
by Jenneth, freshman
Mr. Kidd raises the golden cup representing first place
above his head as the crowd screams wilder still.

The crowd erupts in wild applause upon winning
state ODACS by a single point.

O

n Friday, March 23, the students all
huddled about in the cramped gym of
Landmark Christian school, holding their
breaths as Mr. Dan Zacharias (ODACS Director) read—all too slowly—the names of
the winners of every category of the ODACS
State Competition.
With each FBTA first place announced,
the squished audience screamed with approval, clapping furiously as each winner
stumbled, squirmed, and slowly elbowed
their way through their classmates to claim
their trophy.
This was all very heart pounding, but
what about the three—very large and imposing trophies—set aside for the final winners?
What school gets third? Or second? And
what competitive Christian school gets that
massive cup of gold standing over there,
Patriot

Regarding the history of the “rule,” Mr.
Fender said that it was created quite recently.
“As more students have gone to Nationals, we
have adjusted the way we handle things. A
few years ago we decided that half the class
would have to be gone in order for us to cancel school, and that’s the way it’s been since.”
“We used to have class even if there were
just two students there,” added Mrs. Piggot,
junior and senior high teacher.
Recently, the idea of the Half-Class rule
has expanded beyond Nationals week.
If on an average day of school for some
reason half of the class does not attend school,
some students believe that the class is exempt
from having classes that day.
“I thought that the rule was used all year,”
said Semere, sophomore.
However, the administration was quick to
straighten out this fallacy by stating, “It [the
Half-Class rule] only applies during Nationals
week. Every other day is entirely up to the
teachers,” said Mr. Fender.
Finally, when questioned about how the
lack of snow-days this year would affect the
decision of classes, Mr. Fender said, with a
smile, “We’ll take that into account.”
Perhaps there is still hope for a few days
being taken off of school this year. In fact, just
before printing, the Patriot Press learned that
April 30 and May 25 will be those hoped-for
days. There will be no school on either of
those days, as indicated by Administration.

reserved only for the top winner in all of the
state of Virginia? What about that one?
As Level III science fair, the final category, was announced, this was what was speeding around the students’ of FBTA minds.
Mr. Zacharias called out the third place
winner, Landmark Christian School. Cheers
erupted from the winning school, with the
rest clapping in numb silence, waiting with
baited breath to hear second place.
Whispers from those trying to keep score
were flowing like a wave of water through
the FBT stands that the score was going to
be incredibly close.
“One or two points,” they were saying.
But who was to take first? Fairfax Baptist
Temple Academy, or their arch rivals, Heritage Christian School?
“We’ve checked, and double checked,
and triple checked,” said Mr. Zacharias, “and
one school has won by one point.”
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His words echoed ominously through the
crowded gym. A hushed mutter rippled
through the building as the students sat at the
edge of their seats.
Another whisper passed through the
FBTA students’ ears. “We lost,” it said.
“Heritage beat us by one point.”
Refusing to believe their neighbor who
had passed it to them, students only listened,
all eyes fixed with baited breath and rapt
attention on Mr. Dan Zacharias.
“Second place, with 138 points, goes to
Heritage Christian School,” he spoke into the
microphone.
His last words were drowned out completely by the screaming and shouting of the
FBTAers, knowing they had taken first.
They clapped wildly for their opponents on
their taking of that impressive second place
trophy.
The crowd didn’t die down in the slightest after first place was announced, finishing
with 139 points. In fact, the deafening roar
only grew in magnitude as Mr. Kidd held up
over his head that colossal, shining cup of
gold only a giant could possibly drink from.
The whispered rumors had been proven
false! Students high-fived, slapped each other on the back, hugged ferociously, and went
completely wild at the thought of achieving
first by a single point.

ODACS can be a teacher’s pet And pest!
Teachers give their unique insight on ODACS preparation
by Reagan, sophomore

N

o sleep, no time, no energy, but tons of
work, practice and memorization.
Does this sound familiar? It must be
ODACS time here at FBTA! But as tedious
and potentially scary as this may sound, have
you ever wondered how teachers here at
school see ODACS? The answer might surprise you!
Of the many things teachers see at this
time of year, they primarily notice a change
in the students’ behavior and attitude. When
it comes to describing students,
“One word — tired!” said Mr. Niggl,
explaining it all.

“[The students] seem excited, nervous,
anxious, and tired,” said Miss Dyck.
Some teachers have noticed that students
sometimes slack off in their schoolwork
because they are so seemingly tired.
“You guys (the students) are tired, and
not always getting homework in,” said Miss
Roeske, commenting on some lower grades.
Some students also appear to grow more
nervous as ODACS draws nearer.
“I see some nerves, mostly enthusiasm,
and an immense amount of maturity,” said a
highly-complimentary Mrs. Wall on participants’ behavior.
Believe it or not, students also appear
more stressed at ODACS!

“There’s a lot of stress, that’s the main
thing they (the participants) talk about,”
Miss Roeske.
Some teachers can also get slightly
stressed as well! Many teachers are in a time
crunch, as they need to fit in ODACS preparations with their agendas.
“[I need to] fit in practices around my
already full schedule,” said Miss Dyck.
They also have to balance their teaching
and ODACS practices.
“I have to keep up with grading and debate,” said Mrs. Pigott, explaining her busy
schedule.
But even with all the added stress of
ODACS, the teachers still see the benefits it

has for the students. For instance, it helps
control time.
“It organizes our time and helps our organizational skills — for both students and
staff,” said Mr. Niggl.
“The competition is always great because
it allows students to do their very best under
adverse conditions,” explained Miss Dyck.
ODACS also gets more students involved.
“It gets the kids to branch out in better
ways than we can teach,” said Miss Roeske.
“I like seeing the talents in some kids that
you didn’t see before.”
Some teachers even gave us some tips on
how to survive this year’s competition.
“Prepare! Over-prepare!” exclaimed Mrs.
Pigott.
“Sleep! And rely on the LORD!” said a
jovial Mr. Niggl.
Preparation is key, but the Lord ultimately determines the outcome of the events.
“Pray, then do your best, and have fun!”
said Miss Roeske.
Teachers here at FBTA do know what
they are talking about when it comes to
ODACS. With their help, ODACS will be
that much more enjoyable.

Help us out of the
ODACS maze!

Readers' Theatre's victory performance at Regionals.

The choric speakers’ precise movements on Parents’ Night.
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Choric Speaking versus Readers’ Theatre
by Angelika, senior

T

wo categories that are always anticipated on the day of ODACS are Choric
Speaking and Readers’ Theatre.
“Readers’ Theatre is a skit with limited
props, no costumes and vivid characters that
emphasize the acting and plot,” said Brianna,
senior.
“Choric is almost like a choir,” expressed
Jacklyn, senior. “It is a group of people that
blend their voices and movements together
to act out a skit.”
Although both categories have to do with
people coming together and acting out a skit,
they are both completely different.

“Readers’ Theatre can act with each other
and Choric cannot,” said Mrs. Darby, the
coach of both groups.
“Choric promotes unity while Readers’
Theatre promotes individuality,” said David
B, a former choric member. “That was probably the hardest thing to get used to.”
“One of the hard parts of choric is not
just remembering to do all the movement,
but to do them at the right time,” said Kim
W, senior. “As a group we had to practice
the movements continuously to try to get
them perfect.”
In the end, choric ended up placing third,
two points away from first place at regionals.

“Although we lost, being able to connect
with people, and be myself was the best part
of being involved in choric,” said Timmy,
freshman.
“All the memories made during practice,
and seeing new sides of people as we worked
to achieve a good reading was the best part of
choric,” said Camille, junior.
Readers’ Theatre won at the regional and
state levels and is now preparing on doing
their best to win at Nationals.
“State performance was better than regionals because we executed the ending that we
had been practicing together, but we have to
now rearrange the way we used to stand for
nationals,” said Bethany, junior.

Who’s the New Guy?

Many of us have seen the face, but do we know who he is?
by Kyle, junior

A

recent addition to the FBTA family
has come aboard. Mr. Cowan is our
newest bus driver.
Mr. Cowan, was born in …………... He
then moved, at the age of five, to D.C. and
eventually to Arlington, Virginia, in 1945.
Mr. Cowan was raised in a Christian home,
and he was saved and baptized at Calvary
Baptist Church in D.C. in April of 1949 at
13.
Mr. Cowan attended ……………, and
was extremely active in Boy Scouts as a
child and during his teenage years. After
graduating from high school, Mr. Cowan
began working for AT&T, formerly The
Bell Company. A self-taught aficionado, he
was the central office technician for AT&T.
“I worked primarily on the microwave
transmission systems” [that was back during
the times of vacuum tubes before processors
and hard drives]. “And then I moved into
engineering of private lines services, primarily for the government,” he said.
While this might not sound like much
fun, Mr. Cowan loved his work immensely.
He had the opportunity to work on an aircraft carrier, Air Force One, and even the
White House. On one occasion, while performing a routine systems check, which required him to call the White House, Mr.
Cowan had the surprising honor of talking to
the President himself!
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Mr. Cowan also served in the Air Force
reserves for six years, and achieved the rank
of Staff Sergeant, and was also the national
account engineering manager for the United
States Air Force account.
After working for 35 years for AT&T,
Mr. Cowan received an early retirement in
December of 1989. After his early retirement, he became school bus driver for Annandale High School from 1990-2000. This
is where he received his training for buses.
Mr. Cowan participated in regular bus runs,
field trips, sports events, and substitution
runs. At one point, he drove a bus that had
96 children on it!
Patriot

Mr. Cowan had lived in Arlington, Virginia, for a fair portion of his life, but he
recently moved to Prince William County
about three years ago. He joined Fairfax
Baptist Temple in 2009, and has been serving faithfully ever since.
Mr. Cowan started driving the bus regularly on visitation when Mr. Thal began his
ministry in London, and he also drives for
sporting events and ODACS.
When asked what made him want to
drive again, he responded with a laugh.
“At one of the volleyball games, Bro.
Barr asked me to drive for him [since there
wasn’t any other drivers for visitation],
knowing I was a Fairfax County Public
Schools driver. And Mr. Fender asked me to
help him with away games because he lost
Mr. Probus.”
“I just enjoy driving the motor vehicle. I
also enjoy the service to the church,” he replied.
When Bro. Barr was asked if Mr. Cowan
was a blessing, he responded appreciatively.
“Absolutely [he is a blessing]. He’s dependable and faithful in helping us out on
visitation,” Mr. Barr said.
Mr. Cowan is truly a blessing that God
has given to FBTA, through the service of a
bus driver. So be sure to say “Hi” and thank
him the next time he drives you to your destination!

Press,

Page

2

The senior high handbell choir prepares to play for the regional competition.

The handbell choir
by Mackenzie, sophomore

D

aniel de Marbelle wrote a hymn called
“When they Ring the Golden Bells,” it
is a hymn about bells being played for Christians when they arrive in heaven.
Handbells is different from many other
musical groups because a song cannot be
played correctly if someone does not play at
the right time.
Mrs. Wall, who directs the handbell
choirs, said, “There is a BIG difference between directing an orchestra and a handbell
choir. In handbells there is such a variety of
bells that it’s hard to make sure that they all
play at their right time.”
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Alec, senior, takes a break from
studying by taking a quick nap.

How handbells is different

The senior high choir has been working
on one of their pieces since last year, and the
other one since the beginning of this year. A
lot of work goes in to practicing different
rhythms and making sure all the notes are
played at the right time.
The hardest part about handbells is learning how to work together. Almost all of the
members played together the year before, so
they all knew how to work together.
“It can be interesting learning how to
work together,” said Sarah, sophomore. The
melody of the song depends on people playing at the right times.

Because the handbell choir has spent so
much time together practicing, they have
made many memories.
“I loved playing with all the girls, and
have made some wonderful memories,” said
Hannah, senior.
“I like to play the handbells because it is
an opportunity to play music with a bunch of
beautiful girls,” said Dominic, senior.
“It is a lot of fun to make memories with
all the girls,” said Hannah, senior.

by Cassie, sophomore

F

FBTA's small ensemble performs 'Lay Up Your Treasures in Heaven' at State ODACS.
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because ‘The Lord resists the proud, but
giveth grace to the humble,’” said Mr. Wall,
quoting James 4:6.
Physical science Level III will also be
going to Nationals. Camille is conducting a
fascinating experiment dealing with batteries.
"I am a bit nervous because I am up
against some very tough competition. But I
am doing a little tweaking here and there on
my project and display board, just so I can
say I did my absolute best," said Camille,
junior.
The student body of FBTA should praise
the Lord for the win at state competition. But
no matter what the results are, each student
needs to do his own personal best. God just
wants the best that each one of us can do!
The results are in His hands!

The girls’ soccer team hits
the dirt with full force

Mr. Fender and Mrs. Schimkus prepare the team
for another season
With the first two games already come
by Hannah, senior

T

Carlie, 7th grade, goes
after the ball in the match against
Leesburg on Apr. 3
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Mitchell

his year’s 2012 girls’ soccer season
began with practice in the gym due to
rain and a very wet field.
“The ball moves a lot quicker in the gym
than on the field,” said Lily, 8th grader.
After losing many key players, the returning players and new members must come
together and form a bond that can fill those
holes.
“I think that even though we have lost a
lot of players, we have many younger players that are stepping up and filling in the
spots,” said Kim, senior and a seven-year
player for the team.

Patriot

The Infamous
Disease

The senior class tries
to find a cure for their
senioritis

T

Students prepare to do
their best for ODACS

Catherine also noted that she also went to
state for accounting testing. She didn't seem
quite so passionate about this.
"My mom didn’t force me to do accounting
testing, but she strongly encouraged me. A lot.
But I actually had been staying up later than
usual because I was studying and was preparing for it," she said, not too disappointed about
not going to Nationals for it.
In the music categories, small ensemble
(which includes David, Nate, Shayne, Alec,
Nathaniel, and Dominic) will be attending
Nationals too! They sang "Lay up Your Treasures In Heaven." Many spectators commented
on how nicely their voices harmonized.
"We are just going to have to learn from
our mistakes and the judges’ comments. Focusing on the details like the dynamics and
pitch is important, but keeping a humble attitude is a priority too. We cannot get prideful

Senioritis:

by Joshua, senior

From Regionals, to State,
to Nationals
inally! State ODACS is officially over.
Now, the first place winners will head
on over to Nationals, which is held every
year at Bob Jones University.
"It's exciting that we have students that
will represent our school in so many different categories of competition!" said Mr.
Kidd.
The small break between State and Nationals is major crunch time for fine-tuning!
Many students have been perfecting speeches, practicing instruments, or even throwing
on a little paint to their art pieces.
"I am still working on my [mixed media]
art piece," said Brianna, senior. "I noticed a
few problems on my piece that I couldn't fix
at ten o'clock the night before ODACS. I am
a perfectionist, so I've been working a few
hours everyday until then!"
Duet acting was a very popular category
to watch. Many in the audience laughed at
the antics and accents of David B and Catherine, seniors, in their performance of Pygmalion.
"If David and I don't win duet acting, I
won't just cry, I will become tears. I will melt
into a puddle of sadness," said Catherine.

photo by Joshua ,
senior

and gone ending with a 6-0 win against the
Faith Conquerors, and a 4-4 tie with the
Leesburg Lady Lions, the girls are already
anticipating their next game against Faith on
the 17th. The team hits the field running.
“They were full of energy, willing to
learn, and ready to run,” commented Mrs.
Schimkus, a new addition to the coaching
staff.
Holding the state championship for the
past six years, they hope to pull out another
winning season. They realize, though, that
everything needs to be done to God’s glory
on and off the soccer field. They end each
practice with prayer and their team motto “All
out, all the time, all for God, or not at all!”
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his year the seniors of FBTA have
been affected by the infamous disease
known as senioritis. Senioritis affects most,
if not all, seniors and their grade point averages. But what technically is senioritis?
“Senioritis is when seniors feel like all
academics don’t matter because we just
want to move on from high school,” said
Alec, senior.
Malissa, senior, has a similar definition
when it comes to senioritis.
“[Senioritis is the] inability to comprehend that I’m still in high school when my
mind has already moved on,” said Malissa.
Although some of the seniors agreed on
what senioritis actually is, they did not
agree on a cure for this notorious disease.
“[The cure for senioritis is] to have
someone who will help you make sure that
you get your work done or an accountability buddy,” said Kimberly, senior, with a
smile.
“The cure is to listen to Mr. Niggl and to
have self-discipline!” said Jacklyn, senior.
Mr. Niggl, junior and senior high science teacher, often gives the seniors lectures on persevering until the end of the
year despite the temptation to give in to
senioritis.
“You have to fight what your body
wants to do. The cure for this [senioritis] is
an act of will. The Bible makes it clear that
how we finish is more important than how
we started. An act of the will is to do what
Scripture says,” said Mr. Niggl.
Hebrews 12:1 says, “Wherefore seeing
we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us,”
Others took a more humorous approach
when coming up for a cure for this prominent disease.
“[The cure for senioritis is] no more
homework!” said David, senior, with a
laugh.
“[The cure for senioritis is] summer,”
said Malissa, senior.
It is important for all seniors to remember that colleges will get a final transcript of
their grades. Colleges actually expect students to maintain their grades throughout
their entire high school career.
As tempting as it may seem, do not give
in to senioritis, seniors! To those who already have given in, take the advice of
Jacklyn, Kimberly, and Mr. Niggl, and try
your absolute best in all your classes until
the end of the academic year.

“Coolest” Locker?
If you think you have the most original and
interesting locker in the whole school, and want
to be considered in the Patriot Press locker
contest, write down your name and locker number and slip it into Senior Locker 14.
Lockers will be judged during school on
Friday, April 27. The top 5 lockers will be featured in our next newspaper.
(Judging will be on the inside of the locker
door only.)

Life in
a Day

What’s it like
on the day of
Elementary
ODACS?
by Rebecca, freshman
Even the most industrious of students can succumb
to ODACS ennui at the drop of a hat.
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Students face an
ODACS impasse

The ennui-plagued students of FBTA
get creative when it comes to passing the time
by Catherine, senior

I

t is March 15.
The Ides of March has come again,
bringing with it the first day of ODACS.
Students pack onto the bus and are shipped
to Heritage Christian School for a long day
of competition. However, along with the
annual ODACS competition, the dreaded
Ides bring with it another annual trial:
ODACS ennui.
ODACS ennui is a very common ailment; one could even call it an epidemic
amongst Christian school students. Very
simply, it is a not-so-medical condition in
which students that are less involved in
ODACS are plagued by the inescapable
boredom that comes with being stranded at
an ODACS venue for several hours with
nothing to do.
ODACS ennui has never been the culprit
of any large offense, though in past years,
property has been damaged by bored unattended students. Thankfully, chaperones
have reported that this year the plague has
not resulted in any damage.
Harmless though its effects may have
been this time around, ODACS ennui was
certainly a present factor in the behavior of
the students of FBTA on March 15.
“I ate, caused a ruckus, got in trouble,
took a nap,” said Reid Brown, freshman.
“I just fooled around,” said Arsh, senior.
“I hung out with Reid, so we ‘caused a ruckus.’”
“You’re bored and it’s a rival school and
you might get a good idea to play a practical
joke,” said Corynne Damm, sophomore.
It is a novel idea to be industrious during
ODACS, but one that is perhaps not as un-

reasonable or unachievable as the student
body may believe. Chaperones, for example,
end up as equally stranded as students on
competition days, yet they manage to stay
busy and entertained.
“You try and go and support the kids,”
said Mrs. Pigott. “Go and see as many of the
students as you can. You could always take
papers to grade, but no one wants to do
that!”
Mr. Kidd echoed Mrs. Pigott’s advice.
“I go to as many competitions as I can to
root on and encourage as many students as I
can,” he said. “Students should be involved
in fellow students’ success in competition.”
For those students who find it difficult to
simply sit and observe for hours on end, a
veritable cornucopia of options lies open to
them. Would it be so difficult to read for half
an hour? Perhaps organize a rousing game of
Mafia or an Uno tournament? One could
even get some homework done. The only
thing stopping the students of FBTA from
using their time constructively is themselves.
ODACS 2012 has passed into the annals
of antiquity and with it has also passed
ODACS ennui. However, students can be
certain it will return next year.
Right now, before ODACS 2013 is even
a twinkle in FBTA’s proverbial eye, the student body of FBTA must purpose in their
hearts to redeem the time and be industrious.
If productivity can be instilled in the student
body, no one need ever fear ODACS ennui
again. And who knows? A pack of Uno
cards in the hands of a few constructive students may prove to be the key to overcoming
this ODACS impasse.

F

rantic people, manila judging folders,
scattered sheets of music, flying schedules, printed speeches, bound up note-cards,
and lots of waiting. This is what the hectic
day of March 2 – Elementary ODACS – is
like.
At about 8:30 in the morning, Sydney,
4th grade, arrived at the spelling bee room.
She joined the line of the other three spelling
contestants facing the judges at the judging
table. This is where her spelling abilities
were put to the test.
“The hardest word was ‘influenza.’ I was
nervous, but after I did it (the Spelling Bee),
the rest of the day was kind of fun,” she said.
At around the same early morning time,
Hart, 5th grade, looked over a few note cards
that held his verses for his Bible memory
competition. Later that day, he did his “Boys
Will Be Boys” humorous interpretation
speech. He described his feelings from that
day as “very excited, like jumpity.” Hart’s
advice from his experience is to “stay determined and do your best because it is very
hard.”
Enoch, 6th grade, walked into Mrs.
Naylor’s room like he would any other day.
He checks in, and then walks back out to
drop off his cello in the music room and to
pick up a program.
“The other night, I had done light cello
practice and lots of studying for the science
test. But the test was super hard.”
Throughout the day, he’s faced with a
very delayed music schedule.
“Sometimes, when you’re ready to play,
your accompanist or judges aren’t there. Or
vice versa. It’s even harder with groups,” he
said.

Each member of the elementary choir
sings and praises God with his voice.
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Estefania, 5th grade, had a busy day of
speech and Bible teaching. This was her first
time with Bible teaching.
“It [Bible teaching] was harder than
speech because it had more work than just
memorizing,” she said.
Early afternoon, a long line extended
from the door of the fellowship hall to the
girls’ lockers. This line is the art room waitline which was composed of excited artists,
other contestants, teachers, and parents. As
soon as the art room finally opened, a rush of
people stormed inside eagerly.
Vanessa, 5th grade, looks at her poster
which is sitting on a display table with the
others. A verse bordered by a bunch of arrows and a background of maps looks back
at her.
“I was thinking that [of the idea for the
poster] because of our memory verse, Proverbs 3:6. I really like that verse,” said
Vanessa, explaining that her inspiration for
the arrows came from the verse’s phrase
“thy paths.”
Finally, when all the competitions came
to a close, everyone gathered in the auditorium for the final results.
However, for the elementary Bible jump
quiz team, the competition had only just
begun. A week after Regionals, they traveled
down to Richmond. The team had prepared
hard and made it to the ODACS State competition. First timer, who quizzed out and
starter, Alan (4th grade), describes the BJQ
competition as “exciting, but scary.”
Participating in ODACS can be stressful
sometimes, but can also be fun and thrilling
if you enjoy learning to serve the Lord.

You really don’t want to miss church!
It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old Johnny stayed
home from church with a sitter. When the family returned home, they were carrying
several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for.
“People held them over Jesus’ head as he walked by,” his father told him.
“Wouldn’t you know it,” Johnny fumed, “the one Sunday I don’t go and he
shows up.”

Practical jokes during
ODACS help relieve stress
Miss Tami and Mark B know how to do it best
by Jenneth, freshman

M

ost students understand the hectic
chaos during the end of winter/early
spring days. ODACS is coming, and everyone still needs to memorize speeches, finish
art projects, practice their music, and keep
their science fair logbooks away from Miss
Tami!
This year was no exception, as Miss
Tami, once again, pulled one of her infamous science fair pranks on the elementary
principal, Mrs. Wieler.
“Normally, I do something every year
because it’s so tense. I try to trick her into
thinking something’s happened to a student’s project. She’ll believe anything I
say!” said Miss Tami, church secretary.
“Last year Carlie was told not to touch
her logbook because it was finally finished
and Mrs. Wieler didn’t want anything to
happen to it. When she left the room, Carlie

and I hid the notebook, and upon Mrs.
Wieler’s return, claimed we had lost it and
couldn’t find it,” said Miss Tami, church
secretary, good-humoredly.
According to Mrs. Wieler, Carlie’s punishment was unusual, but not necessarily
cruel. Carlie was taken to the gym, clothed in
a stylish trash bag, and pelted with silly
string by her elementary principal.
“This year, I had to do something different,” Miss Tami explained, “so I asked Mrs.
Wieler if I could see Mark for a minute.
Mark and I made a duplicate logbook and
poured coffee all over it!”
Mark made sure Miss Tami got the inside
of the book as well, so there was no chance
of recovery for this poor logbook.
“I’m so sorry,” Miss Tami told the
shocked Mrs. Wieler as she handed her the
book.
Patriot

Miss Tami plays another prank on Mrs. Wieler involving Mark’s science logbook and spilled coffee.

“It’s okay. It’s okay. We’ll fix it, Mark.
It’s okay. Maybe the inside — Oh, it’s all
over . . . ” Mrs. Wieler moaned upon opening the destroyed logbook.
“When she found out what we did, she
tried to push us both over the stairs,” Miss
Tami laughed, remembering the story. Mrs.
Wieler also threatened she would one day
have her revenge on the two who dared
frighten her that cruelly.
“Of all people, me!” she exclaimed, still
excited about the whole ordeal. “Can you
believe that?”
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Mark went on to place first in the Elementary ODACS Biological science fair
with a perfectly undamaged logbook, and
went home that day with a blue ribbon, the
ODACS burden lifted from Mark, but especially Mrs. Wieler.
All this to show that ODACS doesn’t
have to be all fret, losing brain cells that
won’t grow back, or worry, but can also
have a few bright, humorous spots in it, as
Miss Tami has proven year after year.

Biblical
Love
Is it in you?
by Nate, senior

Spring into the new fashions of the season
Color is the key
by Camille, junior

T

his past year at FBTA was a daunting
experience for certain teachers and staff
members. Some spent many of their waking
hours patrolling the hallways, constantly on
the lookout for that sinister outlaw . . . the
blue nails! Or sometimes it was his evil twin
brother, the dark purple nails, lurking about,
ducking in and out of classrooms and hiding
in skirt pockets. Manned only with a giant
bottle of nail polish remover and a pad of
demerit slips, there was little rest for the ever
-vigilant FBTA staff members!
But, with the advent of spring 2012 upon
us, there is some happy news for the FBTA
staff. This season the biggest news is neutrals!
After last season's excess of oddball neon
colors, finally, the pendulum has swung in
the opposite direction. The emphasis is on
lighter shades of pink, cream and beige.
“I'm looking really forward to pale pink
nails," said Bailey, freshman.
That’s not to say there still aren’t some
bold patterns and bright fashion moments to
be enjoyed — this is springtime, after all —
but for nails, it's really all about pastels! Indeed, creamy, lighter shades will be refreshing, after the darker colors of last season.
As far as clothing goes, from Paris, to
Milan, to New York, high-octane orange
seems to rule the runways. This is followed
closely by shades of Neon Flamingo paired
with the heat of Shocking Pink along with
cool hints of Wild Grape.

“Wearing bright colors is my way of
officially saying ‘it's spring!’” said Malissa,
senior.
One can also detect Acid Lemon and
Electric Blue tempered with the softness of
Mint Green. The colors seem to reflect differing moods, encapsulating the vivid
brights, along with both soft muted tones and
fun-loving pastels. "These colors mimic
flowers blooming," said Josh, junior.
"Consumers look to spring for renewed
energy, optimism and the promise of a
brighter day," said Betsey Johnson, top designer of teen fashions.
Colors can alter one's mood. Hawaiian
Ocean blue brings order and calmness to the
mind. Like a ship's anchor, this dependable
shade works for everyone.
"Ocean blue is a great color for clothing,"
said Vanessa, junior.
Peacock, a blue-green, is sure to make
one's spirits soar. This unusual hue adds a
whimsical touch to the palette and is sure to
make an interesting statement. The color of
Sweet Lilac brings back memories of the
fresh scents of summer and adds a touch of
romance to any wardrobe.
Sorbet hues can be found in every shade
of the rainbow. On the other side of the coin,
though, bright, floral colors are popping up
everywhere.
"I especially love bright pink and yellow
together," said Kelsi, sophomore.
Natural versatile neutrals add practicality
to this season's brights. Driftwood, an adaptable blend of beige and gray with a slightly

weathered feeling, and Starfish, a perfect
warm summer neutral, complement all colors for both women and men.
Speaking of men, we mustn't overlook
men's fashions this spring. Similar to the
women's palette, men's hues take on a bright
approach with yellows and oranges becoming the perfect confidence boosters.
Another popular, male-inspired color,
Grass Green, is forecast to be a big hit in
sportswear. Of course, Khaki, a vintage classic, is sure to be the perfect fallback. "Khaki
makes me think of a safari," said Kyle, junior, "and it's great for pants."
The spring and summer seasons naturally
evoke feelings of calm ocean waters and
tranquil beach vacations. Both Jacklyn and
Marie, seniors, agreed that the new spring
colors are getting them more anxious for the
warm weather to arrive!
As for styles, women can look forward to
"pleats" in every form; accordion pleats are
found in both skirts and dresses. Another big
crowd-pleaser will be lots of lace.
Even the old stand-by, the "pencil skirt"
has a new look. The classic straight skirt
gains a bit of interest with the addition of
draped ruffles, folds, and "ruching."
In the ladies' shoe department, the biggest
news is that last season's neutral-colored
heels are now this season's bright whites.
Any way you want to express yourself
this spring, there are as many colors, patterns, styles and varieties as you could wish
for. All you have to do is let your creative
juices flow and have fun with it!

Smell the roses and enjoy them too

L

ove – such a loaded word. What does it
mean? What is true love? Society has
thrown at us a sickening depiction of their
interpretation of love. Surely love must be
more than the fleeting moment of uninhibited emotions they portray.
What, then, is true love? Dictionary.com’s mobile app defines love (in the
twelfth entry) as: “the benevolent affection
of God for His creatures.”
“Hereby perceive we the love of God,
because he laid down his life for us” (I John
3:16).
Ultimately, love is sacrificial. Love is
willing to promote the well-being of another
at the expense of himself.
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another” (I John 4:11).
Think about your life. Biblical love – is it
in you? Would others describe you as a loving person? More importantly, would God?
“In lowliness of mind let each esteem
other better than themselves. . . . Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 2:3,5).
It will be easy to see if biblical love is
truly in you. Think about how you have
treated those around you. How often did you
fail to act in love? What a sobering thought.
For the next few days, consider how loving you are being to those around you. How
shameful it would be for any of us to be described as an unloving Christian. I pray daily
that I never earn that title.
To be honest, I have personally struggled
with loving everybody at all times. It’s definitely not easy, don’t get me wrong, but it’s
something we should all strive for.
A huge help I’ve found was to memorize
and meditate on I Corinthians 13:4-7.
“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is
not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things.”
Think real hard. Biblical love – is it really
in you?

Easy ways to alleviate spring allergies
by Michelle, senior

S

niffling and itchy eyes are the most
common side effects from seasonal allergies that can be the most annoying. Sometimes it seems that even the best allergy
medicine is not working for you and you just
have to suffer through it.
Wrong! There are three easy ways to
deal with allergies.
The first and most basic way is to take an
allergy medicine that you feel best works to
alleviate your symptoms. This is an important step because bad cases of allergies
can't be treated by themselves and may even
need prescribed medicine, but most people
can be helped with over-the-counter medicine. According to WebMD.com, allergy
sufferers should find the medicine that is
right for them because everybody's allergies
are different.
The main OTC medications are Zyrtec,
Allegra, Benadryl, and Claritin.
“I use prescription allergy medicine from
my doctor," said Millie, 8th grader.
Kim, senior, uses Allegra, Nathaniel,
senior, uses Benadryl and some people like
Liz, senior, has allergies but not strong
enough for her to use medication.
“I have allergies but I don't use any medicine. If I remember to get some I'll start using some," said Mr. Niggl with a laugh.
The second step is to use appropriate
cosmetics or therapeutic practices. For the
girls it is easier because they can cover red
noses and eyelids with makeup, but colors

are key when trying to cover redness caused
by allergies.
The color green cancels the color red. If
your eyelids are pinkish, try eye shadows
with green hues; stay away from pinks, purples and red hues. If your nose is red, you
can apply a skin tone corrector concealer that
is a minty green color, which you can find at
any drugstore, along with a concealer that
matches your skin tone.
“I use golds and browns for my eyes
because they make my eyelids look less
red," said Liz, senior.
For those who are sensitive to makeup or
who do not wear makeup, wearing glasses
instead of contacts will irritate your eyes
less. Using ice on itchy eyes alleviates swelling and cools the itch. Eye drops and nasal
sprays can be used if needed, but again,
make sure the medication is suitable for you.
“Eye drops help, but I carry my inhaler
24/7 when not at home; tons of Benadryl;
and I wash my hands frequently," said Nathaniel, senior.
The third step is to use natural remedies.
Ice is a lifesaver for puffy eyes. Try placing
ice or wet towels with cold water on your
eyes. You can use this method as much as
you want. Eating and using organic honey
from the area will help you adjust to the allergens in the air according to HomeRemedies.com.
You can find honey from Berryville,
Virginia in most grocery stores. It makes
sense to eat honey from the air you breathe,
instead of honey from Brazil, for example.
Patriot

Allergy medications are abundant, but find the ones
that suit your needs.

Having the allergens in your system will
make you less allergic to the allergens in the
pollen.
Using a Neti pot or a nasal rinse is very
effective for sinus pressure and congestion.
This remedy is to be used carefully and with
utmost caution. Instructions accompany
most nasal rinses, but it is recommended that
you consult your doctor if serious problems
occur with your sinus allergies or if your
symptoms persist.
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photo by Michelle, senior

“Nasal rinses help me out a lot. My mom
helps me with them because they're kind of
difficult to use," said Kim, senior.
These tips can help any allergy medicine,
but no one can help you like your doctor.
These tips should be used responsibly and
you should consult your parents if they
might have any tips.
Next time you want to smell some roses
or simply sit outside and enjoy the blooms in
the breeze, hopefully after using some of
these steps, spring will be a beautiful time of
the year to look forward to.

O DAC S R e s u l t s
Senior High

Junior High

Elementary
Regional
1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd
1st
2nd
1st
3rd

Bible
Participant
Bible Quizzing................................ FBTA
Old Testament Knowledge ........... Hope Z
New Testament Knowledge ......... Lily K
Bible Memory ................................ Haven Z
Bible Teaching............................... Victoria C
Expository Preaching .................... Nathan P
Evangelistic Preaching ................. Hunter H
Topical Preaching ......................... Ricky S
Bible Sword Drill ............................ Kaylee B

Music
Female Vocal Solo ........................Amelia S
Male Vocal Solo .............................Jay M
Small Vocal Ensemble ..................FBTA
Choral Group..................................FBTA
Instrumental Brass Solo ................Matthew C
Instrumental Woodwind Solo ........Leah K
Instrumental String Solo ................Enoch P
Instrumental Percussion Solo .......Riley W
Small Instrumental Ensemble .......FBTA
Classical Piano Solo ......................Andrew B
Youth Choir ....................................FBTA

2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
3rd
2nd
3rd
2nd
1st
1st

Music
Female Vocal Solo ........................ Madison M
Small Vocal Ensemble.................. FBTA
Choral Group ................................. FBTA
Instrumental Brass Solo ............... Gabby L
Instrumental Woodwind Solo ....... Rebecca P
Instrumental String Solo ............... Taylor L
Instrumental Percussion Solo ...... Timmy K
Small Instrumental Ensemble ...... FBTA
Sacred Piano Solo ........................ Kaylee B
Classical Piano Solo ..................... Haven Z
All School Band/Orchestra ........... FBTA
Youth Choir.................................... FBTA

1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st
1st
3rd
1st
1st
1st
2nd
1st

Speech
Dramatic Interpretation ..................Caitlyn E
Oral Interpretation of Poetry..........Estafania M
Religious Reading..........................Andrew B
Declamation ...................................Leah K
Humorous Interpretation ...............Hart Z

2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
1st

Art
Monochromatic Drawing ...............Haston H
Polychromatic Drawing .................Gabby L
Watercolor ......................................Caitlyn E
Oil/Acrylic Painting .........................Ben Y
Sculpture ........................................Hayden M
Textiles ...........................................Julie U
Craft ................................................Jay M
Still Life Photography.....................Caleb D
Landscape/Archit. Photography ...Mark B
People and Animal Photography..Jordan P
Digital Media...................................Connor D
Poster .............................................Vanessa C

2nd
1st
1st
1st
2nd
1st
3rd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st

Speech
Debate.............................................Victoria/Nathan
Dramatic Interpretation ................. Hope Z
Oral Interpretation of Poetry ......... Taylor L
Religious Reading ......................... Kaylee B
Declamation................................... Lily K
Humorous Interpretation ............... Susannah S
Duet Acting ..............................Mackenzie/Dianna
Original Persuasive Oratory ......... Jenneth D
Oral Interpretation of Scripture ..... Timmy K

1st 1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st 2nd
1st 2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd

Academics
English ............................................Jessica K
Mathematics ...................................Gabby L
Science ...........................................Enoch P
History/Geography.........................Bay T
Creative Writing - Poetry ...............Esther B
Creative Writing - Short Story .......Joshua B
Spelling ..........................................Sydney T
Science Fair/Biological .................Mark B
Science Fair/Physical ....................Hayden M

2nd
3rd
1st
3rd
1st
3rd
2nd
1st
1st

Art
Calligraphy ..................................... Victoria R
Monochromatic Drawing............... Rebecca P
Polychromatic Drawing ................. Jenneth D
Watercolor ..................................... Suzy R
Oil/Acrylic Painting ........................ Annie C
Sculpture .................................. Diana M
Textiles ........................................... Alexis A
Crafts .............................................. Millie R
Still Life Photography .................... Kristina O
Digital Media .................................. Victoria C
Poster ............................................. Carlie M
Woodworking................................. Bryan P

2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
2nd
1st
2nd
3rd
2nd
1st
2nd

Academics
Mathematics .................................. Susannah S
Science .......................................... Jenneth D
History/Geography ........................ Daniel A
Creative Writing - Poetry............... Annie C
Science Fair/Biological ................ Rebecca P
Science Fair/Physical.................... Taylor L

3rd
3rd
2nd
3rd
1st 1st
1st 1st

Bible
Participant
Bible Quizzing ................................FBTA Team
Old Testament Knowledge ...........Amelia S
New Testament Knowledge..........Jordan P
Bible Memory .................................Hart Z
Bible Teaching ...............................Estefania M
Expository Preaching ....................Sam K
Evangelistic Preaching ..................Logan W
Topical Preaching ..........................Andrew B
Bible Sword Drill.............................Leah K

Regional/State
1st 1st
3rd
1st 2nd
1st 1st
3rd
1st 1st
3rd
1st 1st
1st 1st

Advisors: Miss Dyck
Mrs. Dyck

1st
2nd
1st
1st
1st

1st
1st
1st
1st

1st

photo by
Mr. McCrary

Mr. Kidd presents Pastor Calvert with the first place State ODACS trophy
during the church service on Sunday, March 25.
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Hannah, Yearbook Editor
Mackenzie
David
Nate
Jenneth
Joshua
Camille
Cassie
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Regional/State
1st 1st
2nd
1st 1st
2nd
3rd
1st 1st
1st 1st
1st 1st

Music
Female Vocal Solo ........................Katherine C
Male Vocal Solo .............................Nathaniel T
Small Vocal Ensemble................FBTA
Large Vocal Ensemble ..................FBTA
Choral Group .................................FBTA
Instrumental Brass Solo ................Nate C
Instrumental Woodwind Solo ........Vanessa C
Instrumental String Solo ................Bethany S
Instrumental Percussion Solo .......Hannah K
Small Instrumental Ensemble .......FBTA
Large Instrumental Ensemble.......FBTA
Orchestra/Band..............................FBTA
Sacred Piano Solo .........................Hannah Z
Classical Piano Solo......................Mackenzie B
Sacred Piano-Organ Duet ............ Dominic/Sarah K
Handbell Ensemble .....................FBTA
Handbell Choir .............................FBTA
Sacred Piano Duet ........................ Vanessa/Rebecca
Classical Piano Duet ..................... Mackenzie/Krista
Instrumental Organ Solo ...............Dominic D
Youth Choir ....................................FBTA

2nd
3rd
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
1st
1st
1st
3rd
1st
1st
3rd
1st
2nd
1st

Speech
Debate ............................................ David/Dominic
Dramatic Interpretation ..................Bethany S
Oral Interpretation of Poetry..........Hannah Z
Religious Reading .........................Vanessa C
Declamation ...................................Jacklyn H
Humorous Interpretation ...............Kim W
Duet Acting..................................... David/Catherine
Original Persuasive Oratory..........Hannah K
Extemporaneous Speaking ..........Kyle S
Oral Interpretation of Scripture .....Marie N
Readers’ Theatre .........................FBTA
Choric Speaking ............................FBTA

1st 2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
2nd
2nd
1st 1st
2nd
3rd
2nd
1st 1st
3rd

Art
Calligraphy .....................................Nikoli L
Monochromatic Drawing ...............Hannah Z
Polychromatic Drawing ...............Cassie L
Watercolor ......................................Madison M
Oil Painting .....................................Nate C
Acrylic Painting ..............................Katherine C
Sculpture ........................................Keila L
Textiles ...........................................Vanessa C
Crafts ..............................................Michelle R
Printmaking ....................................Emmie O
Still Life Photography.....................Kyle S
People/Animal Photography .........Adriana B
Woodworking .................................Camille G
Mixed Media...................................Brianna O

3rd
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
3rd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
2nd
2nd
1st

Academics
English ............................................Joshua G
Advanced Mathematics.................David W
Biology ............................................Carrie H
Chemistry .......................................Kimberly P
Physics ...........................................Liz L
World History/Geography..............David B
US History/Geography ..................Collin H
Creative Writing - Poetry ...............Brianna O
Spelling ...........................................Malissa B
Accounting......................................Catherine M
Home Economics ..........................Kimberly W
Political Science/Economics .........Joshua K
Music Theory .................................Jessica B
Spanish...........................................Michelle R
Science Fair - Biological ................Joanna H
Science Fair - Physical ..................Camille G

1st
3rd
3rd
1st
3rd
1st
3rd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
3rd
1st
3rd
2nd
1st

1st
2nd

2nd
3rd
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
1st

1st
1st
1st
1st
1st

1st

3rd

1st
3rd
2nd
2nd
1st

All first place winners at State (in bold) will be traveling to National
Competition at Bob Jones University, the week of April 9-13.

Catherine
Rebecca
Michelle
Reagan
Bethany
Kyle
Angelika

Press,

Bible
Participant
Bible Quizzing ..............................FBTA
Old Testament Knowledge ...........Hannah A
New Testament Knowledge..........Hannah K
Bible Memory .................................Dominic D
Bible Teaching ...............................Kyle S
Expository Preaching ....................Timmy K
Evangelistic Preaching ..................Reagan R
Topical Preaching ..........................Nate C
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