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Equipping the Future

The seniors of FBTA learn more about their state government

New Year’s
Resolution

What will you do for God in 2012?
by Kyle, junior
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Inset: Governor McDonnell takes time to inform the students on what they can do to impact their government.
The seniors of FBTA wait patiently for Governor McDonnell to arrive to take a picture with him.
by Joshua, senior

T

he seniors were able to participate
in ODACS State Government Day
on Jan. 30, which is a day set aside to
educate seniors from Christian schools
all over Virginia about their state government and how they can make an impact upon it.
“[State Government Day] encourages
seniors to see what they might be able to
do in their government. The seniors also
get to meet some of the representatives,”
said Mrs. Pigott, government teacher at
FBTA.
“I expect [the seniors] to learn some
things about their state government that
perhaps they didn’t know and to have a
greater appreciation for their state government,” added Mrs. Pigott.
“[I expect to learn] how the government functions and the dynamics of
what goes on in there. Since we did the
Capitol field trip last year, it will be interesting to compare and contrast the
state government and the national government,” said Jessica, senior.
“[I expect to] get more educated on
the current affairs of state government so

that I will be more equipped to eliminate
all liberals who stand in my way,”
quipped Shayne, senior, facetiously.
However, on a serious note, Leonard
hopes to run for a political title one day,
in order to impart his conservative ideals
on America at-large, or at least within his
political district.
Fortunately, the seniors of FBTA
were able to meet these expectations.
The day began by meeting at FBTA at
6 a.m. After the long and cold bus ride,
the seniors arrived in Richmond. Upon
arriving, both the seniors and the chaperones made their way to a nearby Starbucks for some breakfast and hot coffee.
After breakfast, the seniors were able
to hear from Mr. Zacharias, executive
director of ODACS, and some representatives from the American Association of
Christian Schools (AACS) such as
Maureen Van Den Berg.
The seniors and chaperones alike
were then able to choose to sit in on one
of the informative meetings of the House
of Representatives including meetings on
topics such as finances and education.

After the meetings, all of the students
present were able to take a photo with
Virginia’s governor, Bob McDonnell in
front of the Virginia State Capitol Building. After taking the picture, each student was given the opportunity to shake
the governor’s hand.
After a satisfying lunch of pizza, the
seniors were able to participate in a tour
of the Virginia State Capitol Building,
where they were able to learn much information on our Founding Fathers and
the numerous rooms in the building.
Following the tour, the students finally
headed home after a long and tiring day.
“[My favorite part was] meeting
Governor McDonnell because it isn’t
every day that you get to see a state official,” said Joseph, senior.
“I really enjoyed the tour of the Virginia State Capitol Building. Our tour
guide was really informative with a
sense of humor. I especially enjoyed the
huge and lovely paintings,” said Malissa , senior.
Overall, the seniors enjoyed their day
to the fullest and learned much about
their state government and how they can
affect it.

ast year is history. This year is a mystery. Today is
a gift. That is why it is called the present.
When you look back at last year, do you wish you
could have done things differently? Do you have regrets? I’m sure we all have something we wish we
hadn’t done, or could have done differently. But we
cannot change the past. That is why it is called history.
Do not dwell on what you could have done, or should
have done. It will not matter because you cannot
change it. Rather, focus on what you wish to accomplish this year. Focus on living this year with no regrets.
Seniors, you are preparing to go off to college. The
real world will hit you hard and fast. Will you be ready
for it, or will you look back at your high school years
and say to yourself, “I wish I had listened just a little
more?” Juniors, you will be leading the school next
year. Younger students will look up to you, want to
follow you. What kind of role model do you want to
be?
To the senior high students at FBTA, you are the
future of America. You are the leaders of the school.
What kind of impact will you have on younger children
this next year to draw them closer to God? Will you
strive to do all that you can to make your school, your
church and your country a better place, a place that has
a greater passion for God?
Ephesians 5:16 says, “Redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.” God has given us this year. He has
given it to us to honor and glorify Him.
What will you do for God this year? Will it be just
another ordinary year of going to church nonchalantly,
not really caring. Will you still read your Bible only
because you have to? Are invitations after the message
just something you have to sit through?
I encourage you, as you begin this near year to resolve to have a greater heart for God. Have a bigger
passion for lost souls. Pick a number of how many lost
souls you want to see saved this year and pray for it.
Take risks and hold nothing back. Do all that you can
for God while you can because we are given today, but
we are never guaranteed tomorrow. Dr. Bud Calvert
said, “Live for God today, and you will have no regrets
tomorrow.”
Choose to live this year for God. Choose to do all
that you can to further the glorious message of Christ,
and you will find that you will end this year, not with
regrets, but with a feeling of accomplishment, knowing
that you did all you could for Him. Remember that no
matter what happens this year, that God will always be
right next to you. God can be compared to a wall; He is
there to hold you when you need something to lean on,
and sometimes it’s enough just to know He’s there.
Life is too short to have regrets, so live for God
today, and you will have no regrets tomorrow.
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Bible Jump Quiz tournaments
The elementary and junior high team placed
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Quizzers study for pre-ODACS tournaments
The senior high quiz team receives a first place
trophy for all their hard work.
by Bethany Schimkus, junior

T

he Bible Jump Quiz teams are already
having tournaments to prepare for the
ODACS competition in March. The elementary, junior high, and senior high Bible
Jump Quiz teams participated in a tournament hosted by Great Hope Christian
School in Chesapeake, VA, on Jan. 14.

The preparation for this tournament
started at the beginning of the
school year, and the students have diligently
been studying and memorizing the book of
John for Bible jump quiz.
“Memorizing, asking questions, reading
the chapters daily, and jumping has prepared
the teams for the tournaments,” said Mrs.
Schimkus, Bible Quiz coach for all three
teams.
“Reading through the chapters every day
and rememorizing John Chapter 6 before the
tournament really prepared me to quiz
against Great Hope,” said Kimberly, senior
Patriot

high quiz team member.
“Memorizing the chapters prepares you
to answer the questions in the quizzes,” said
Collin, senior quiz team member, “and I
memorized Chapters 12 and 13 [of John] to
be ready for the tournament.”
All of the students’ hard work paid off in
the Great Hope Tournament. The elementary and junior high teams placed second,
and the senior high team got first.
All three quiz teams had the opportunity
of competing in another tournament on Jan.
28. A lot of hard work and diligence went
into preparing for the tournament; seven
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“We will continue what we’ve been doing
to get better for the next competition in March
[regional ODACS competition at Heritage] and
then work on reaching the final goal, Nationals
[AACS Competition at Bob Jones University],”
said Mrs. Schimkus.
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Hang a Banner

What the basketball teams must accomplish in order to win
by David, senior

T

here comes a time in every basketball
player’s season when he or she will
look up at an empty spot on the wall and
say, “I’m going to fill that spot with a banner.”
The boys’ and girls’ basketball teams are
now reaching the “make or break” point in
their seasons; this is the last point in which
the teams will be able to turn their season
around or continue on the path to a banner.
The girls’ team finds themselves in an
undefeated season. The girls realize that if
they want to win a banner, they must not
only continue their dominance, but also
understand that without hard work their
undefeated season could be taken away in
an instant.
“We need to continue to play hard every
game, and we can’t think that just because
we have success, we will win every game
without trying,” said Angelika, senior.
Specifically, Kim, senior, believes the
team needs to continue working on the fundamentals.
“We need to work hard in every practice,
and we need to make sure we start making
easy shots in the paint as well as working on
our press break,” she said.
Ultimately, the team knows that it could
win a banner; the girls simply must work
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New Year’s
Resolutions

How well are we doing?
by John, 5th grade

S

ome people have New Year’s resolutions, like reading the Bible, praying,
eating less, or to play an instrument better.
Sometimes, it is hard to keep your resolutions.
“I want to witness more, but I haven’t
done better yet,” said Estefenia, 5th grade.
“I want to see 25 people come to know
the Lord. I know I can’t do it in my own
strength, but in the Lord’s,” said Bro. Barr,
youth director. He has been keeping his
resolution by going out and witnessing to
others.
“I want to read the Bible more and have
the candy bag filled every day,” said Miss
Holt. She said she has been keeping up with
her resolution, and has been praying that she
will keep it up.
“I want to run faster this year,” said Sarah, 5th grade. However, she admits that she
hasn’t been practicing much yet.
“I would like to memorize more Bible
verses,” said Pastor Calvert. He said you can
also pray that God will help you with keeping your resolutions.

hard and “never be content,” according to
Bethany, team captain.
The boys’ basketball team finds themselves in more of a difficult situation than
the girls’ team.
Although the boys have only lost to two
teams, they understand that they have not
yet played to their full potential.
“It comes down to now; if we want to
win, we need to start turning it around now,”
said David, senior.
Most players on the team believe that the
only change that must be made is a mental
one, not physical.
“We know we can beat Evangel, but we
haven’t been a consistent team against
them,” said Alec, senior. “[We will win] by
trusting our teammates more. We need to
pass the ball around and have faith that our
teammate can get the job done as well as I
can,” he said.
“Become a team! No egos! No complaining! No drama!” said a confident Nathaniel, team captain.
Coach Anastos also believes the team’s
problem is a mental one.
“We have the skill to win, for sure, but
unless we go out onto that court and sweat
and bleed and give more than all we’ve got,
then we won’t be winning this year. I want

but as the teams gear up for the final stretch
of the season, they understand that they
could be hanging up a banner at the end of
the season.
They simply must play with no regrets.

Bronco’s quarter-back and devout Christian
begins revival through his strong testimony
by Jenneth, freshman

J

an. 8, hardly a week into the new year,
marked the date of the game between the
Denver Broncos and the Pittsburgh Steelers,
but many don’t know the rest of the story
involving quarterback Tim Tebow and his
courageous faith.
The God-fearing football player averaged 31.6 yards per pass completion, which
set an NFL record. CBS viewer ratings for
the game reached 31.6 in the fourth quarter.
The down and distance involved when the
Steelers’ quarterback threw the only interception was 3:16 (or third and 16). Tebow's
statistics for the first three quarters were 3for-16 passes. Also, Pittsburgh's time of
possession was said to be 31 minutes and 6
seconds. Tebow ended up passing for a season-high of 316 yards.
Just a coincidence? You decide.
Tim Tebow’s favorite Bible verse is the
most quoted Scripture verse of all time:
John 3:16. Now, no one can miss the obvious.
Upon learning this, fans everywhere ran
to their personal computers. By the next
day, “John 3:16” was the top-searched item
in the world, with 90-100 million people
who searched for it. That’s one out of every
three people in all of America!

The mystery of the locker’s 'locker'
by Camille, junior

O

my team to look out, exhausted, and see a
court where they have no regrets.”
“It also helps to have Adam on the
team,” said Mr. Anastos, with a smile.
Needless to say, not every player does
have the opportunity to win a championship;
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Tebow starts nation
buzzing with the Bible

The Lockdown
n the first school morning of January,
the students returned to FBTA and
were met with a shocking surprise.
Upon entering the locker hallway, they
found that their coffee-keepers, musical
instrument holders, snack-cupboards, and
coat closets were locked!
Needless to say, all of the students were
stunned! Who could have done such a das-

Bethany, junior, drives into the paint against the Faith girls’ team. Fairfax
won the game 45-33.

tardly deed? The hunt for the mysterious
locker’s 'locker' was now on.
True, coffee is not to be carried into the
hallways, snacks are not to be consumed by
the lockers, and musical instruments are
strictly forbidden to be stored anywhere
except on the rack upstairs — we all know
these rules. But, having personal items
spread around in different places can make
life rough for FBTA students.
Patriot

Because of the internet buzz, The Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA)
set up an ad that would appear whenever
“John 3:16” was searched. The ad referenced their website, PeacewithGod.net,
which walked the viewer completely
through the plan of salvation. Their report
was that 150-170 souls came to know the
Lord out of 8,000-9,000 who clicked on the
ad.
Even the newspapers and liberal media
said something about the famous Bible passage.
The International Business Times for
Jan. 11, actually gave some interesting background on the verse in its commentary on
the football game, and the Los Angeles
Times reviewed the extraordinary Tebow
story.
USA Today and The Washington Times
actually quoted John 3:16 in its entirety in
their newspaper articles.
During a commercial break the next
week during the Broncos and the Patriots
game, Focus on the Family broadcasted a
commercial about John 3:16.
"It was thermo-nuclear in terms of the
way that the internet sort of blew up with
this," said Focus on the Family spokesperson Gary Schneeberger, according to

After all, how can teachers expect the
students to stay awake all day without those
little sips of caffeine boosts throughout the
day? How can they expect them to make it
until lunchtime without sneaking snacks
between classes? And we all know it is less
time-consuming, when running into school
in the morning only minutes before the bell
rings, to just stash instruments and coats into
unsuspecting, empty lockers.
Although the mysterious locker’s 'locker'
still remains at large, Mr. Kidd did offer
some learned insight into the situation.
"We found moldy coffee containers,
trash, instruments, coffee cups, and clothing
in the empty lockers, so we decided to lock
them in order to avoid their use as trash
bins," said Mr. Kidd.
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The message Broncos’ quarterback gave this month has
roused thoughts on eternal matters around the nation.

kdvr.com. "We were the number one Twitter topic worldwide."
While Tebow was in college, he would
put the reference John 3:16 under his eyes.
A very similar thing happened during the
2009 Bowl Championship Series game
where 92-94 million people googled the
reference. Currently, Tebow is not allowed
to paint John 3:16 on his eye-black because
of an NFL rule against printing messages on
eye-black (now dubbed “The Tebow Rule”).
Fortunately, though, actions speak louder
than words, and the quarterback proved this
through his “Tebowing” every time he
makes a touchdown, where he bows down
on one knee and prays to thank God.
This famous player is “not ashamed of
the Gospel of Christ,” and shows it clearly
through his Godly testimony. He teaches a
valuable lesson for every student attending
FBTA.
"I was shocked," said Cassie, sophomore. "Suddenly, I had no place to put my
morning coffee."
"It looked so different, I wasn't sure what
was going on!" exclaimed Taylor, freshman.
"I took one look at all those locks and
knew it was not going to be a fun day," said
Joanna, sophomore.
These were just a sampling of the many
comments offered by students throughout
the junior/senior high that day. The bottom
line was that things were going to be a lot
different around the halls of FBTA.
A word to the wise: Rules are rules and
need to be followed. If locking the lockers
is what it takes, then so be it. Lesson
learned!

