
P a t r i o t  P r e s s ,  P a g e  1   

MAY 2011 

Memoirs of former glory exposed 
Six seniors relate tales of their 13 years of schooling at FBTA 

The WILDS delivers 
The senior class shares their enjoyment of their senior trip 
by Gretchen, senior 

M onday, May 9, through Friday, May 13, marked the seniorsô final trip together at the WILDS. The trip 

consisted of white water rafting, paintballing, shooting rifles, 

climbing a mountain, challenging the giant swing, laughing 

at skits, and much more all in a Christian environment. 

Oressa, senior, came in the middle of her senior year but 

had a chance to bond with her classmates on the trip. 

ñThe WILDS was fun,ò she said. ñIt was better than I 

expected. I liked how we got to know each other more, and I 

liked all the fun memories that we made.ò 

Sarah, senior, also enjoyed time with her classmates. 

ñI love the fact that we had a structured day, but within 

that, we still had free time to hang out together,ò she said. 

Abigail, senior, fought her severe cold along with some 

fears during her trip. 

ñMy favorite thing was the rafting because at first I 

thought it was going to be really bad, but it was actually 

really fun,ò she said. 

Amidst all the fun and class bonding, a few problems 

arose as well. If anyone has had experience at the WILDS, 

they will know the affectionate term most kids have for 

the place ï fat camp. 

ñI will never ever ever ever enjoy steps again,ò said 

Tim, senior, remembering the pain of climbing mountains 

of stairs at least four times a day. 

Before each evening service, an innocent activity is 

provided for the campers, Thursdayôs being Cat in the 

Hat. In this game the campers had to madly run through 

20 other sprinting seniors trying to find an empty bucket 

to sit on when their category was called. 

Of course, Mario, senior, managed to get hurt on the 

final day of camp. He was fighting for a bucket and some-

how ended up with it scraping up his side, leaving a giant 

gash on his right abdomen. 

ñIt [the WILDS] is pretty fun when you donôt get hurt,ò 

is all he had to say after his injury. 

The seniors encourage other classes to anticipate their 

senior trip because the WILDS definitely surpasses expec-

tations. 
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T he time has come. For every FBTA senior class, gradua-tion day is the most anticipated day of their lives. The 

studying, the praying, the surviving culminates on this one day. 

Graduation day. 

Abigail, Abbe, Robert, Gretchen, Jenny, and I have all at-

tended the academy for 13 faithful years. Now the years may 

seem to have been very arduous, but we have come to love 

FBTA. 

ñIt [FBTA] obviously has impacted my life in a way that 

almost nothing else has. FBTA is my second home and Iôm so 

thankful for the best friends Iôve found here,ò said Abbe, sen-

ior. 

It seems like just yesterday when we as a class were in the 

old building on Braddock Road as kindergarteners. We moved 

to our present location in the second semester of 2nd grade. It 

is great to just recollect the various adventures that occurred 

during our time in this building. To this day, we remember 

many memories that were made back in the good olô days. 

ñA beautiful memory that will be forgotten among the stu-

dents of FBTA in two short years,ò said Robert, senior. 

Just recently Robert visited the old building and reflected 

about the many times we would play kickball in the parking lot 

ï with disastrous results. 

ñThe ball would fly out of the parking lot and go into the busy 

street! I remember one high schooler kicked the ball, and it flew 

across the street and landed on top of the bank,ò he said. 

Not only were the classes in the old building, but also Gretchen, 

senior, reminisced about her former mischievous ways. 

ñI remember the old building and when the new one was in 

construction. I remember playing hide and seek with my siblings 

and their friends in the baptistry, while people were still laying the 

carpet in the auditorium. I like knowing every corner of the build-

ing and having so many memories with my classmates,ò she said. 

Along with her cohorts, Abigail fondly remembers some of her 

more quaint memories. 

ñI remember in kindergarten when Jenny and I tried to share a 

jacket because I didnôt have one and we got in trouble,ò she said. 

Even though we will be gone, the experiences gained from 

FBTA will be eternal. Thirteen years may seem like forever, but in 

the end, the memories made will remain in our minds. 

Jenny and Robert, seniors, will never forget about their exploits 

in elementary school. 

Each day without fail, the boys would combat the girls in a 

game of ñwar.ò One day Jenny cornered Robert and uttered the 

infamous line, 

ñAny last words . . .?ò 

Robert panicked and successfully escaped Jennyôs empty 

threats. 
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Congratulations! 
Student Council and Class Reps 

for 2011-2012 
Haven  .................... ���W�K 
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