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Seniors battle the cold
and dark early morning
to visit the State Capitol

Senior Government Day enlightens civicminded 12th graders
“I didn’t care, I already get up at 5 a.m.
by Zachary, senior

T

he FBTA seniors departed by bus at
6 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 24, to the State
Capitol in Richmond VA, for the annual
Senior Government Day.
The early hour inspired varying emotions
from the 12th graders.

anyways,” said Oressa, resignedly.
Robert, however, said, with an air of
annoyance, “[I was] absolutely exhausted.
When you’re used to getting up at 7:50 a.m.,
6 a.m. is not the [most] fun time.”
Shortly after arriving, the seniors had
breakfast at a café underneath the Capitol
and awaited the other schools’ appearances.

Then they journeyed to the St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, where a room had been
rented for the occasion.
There the students from Fairfax, Heritage, Faith, and Evangel listened to such
speakers as Delegate James Massie, District
Attorney Ken Cuccinelli, and AACS Legislative Director Maureen Wiebe.
“I enjoyed it when Ken Cuccinelli spoke
about the lawsuits he has filed — it gave me
a better understanding of current issues,”
said Oressa.
(The lawsuits were filed against the encroachments of the Environmental Protection Agency and the individual mandate
provision of the federal health care law.)
In between speakers, the seniors attended
House and Senate committee meetings to
see the work of legislation for themselves.
“It gives seniors a first-hand look at state
government, teaches them to get involved,
gives them an opportunity to see Christians
in government, and shows them issues that
affect Christians,” said Mrs. Pigott, 11th
grade American government teacher, reflecting on the importance of the trip.
After a pizza lunch, the 12th graders then
enjoyed an intriguing tour of the beautiful
interior of the capitol building itself, after
which they boarded the bus for the return
journey.

School’s canceled!
Late January winter weather gives FBTA
students a much-awaited break from school
by Robert, senior

S

nowfall in our area on Jan. 26-27 accumulated to nearly ten inches in some
places. Many students got their wish for a
good snowfall.
The snow made for lots of fun as JP,
freshman, went sledding with some friends.
“Going sledding was beast,” said JP.
However, the snowfall was not fun and
games for everyone in our school, as many
lost power in their homes.
“It was scary because it was completely
dark and cold,” said Marissa, 8th grade.
“Life was very depressing without power, but it was neat to see the transformer
behind my house explode,” said Nate, junior.

“It was like – blah! I didn’t
like it,” said JT, 3rd grade.
Jan. 18 proved to be a delightful day for students of
FBTA as well. Finally, school
was rescinded as freezing rain
and eventually ice formed on the streets. Ice,
not snow, was the real reason for the
school’s cancellation.
Students were elated to have an extra day
to unwind and have fun.
“It was nice to have another day to sleep
in and just have time to relax,” said Mario,
senior.
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“I just hung out with some friends and
drank lots of hot chocolate,” said Joanna,
freshman.
Others were finally rewarded for their
patient wait for a snow day.
“It is about time school is cancelled,”
said Arsh, junior.
Last year at this time, much more snow
had precipitated in VA. However, looking at
it from an optimistic point of view, the less

God remains
our unfailing
fortress

All students must rely
solely on God’s strength
by Cameron, senior

F

BTA has just surpassed the halfway
point of the school year. It is very hard
to believe that so much time has passed.
The resounding question that will be
asked to just about every student by their
parents is “How are your grades?” The fate
of many students concerning summer school
is dependent on the semester report cards.
Even though this may seem like a melancholy thought, if we put our trust in God
alone, He will carry us through whatever
happens with our grades.
Psalm 46:1 says: “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble.”
This verse explains that we can rely on
the Lord to get us through any tough time.
Perhaps your grades are not what you wanted them to be, or maybe you have a major
project looming ahead of you. The only
person that you can rely on is God because
it is only when you truly trust in Him that
you will see His mighty hand work in your
life.
Even though God will help us through it
all, we still must prepare and do our best in
all of our assignments. Just relax and know
that whatever your problem is, God will be
with you every step of the way.
Psalm 46:10 says: “Be still, and know
that I am God.”
Take the lessons from the first semester
and apply this principle of relying on God to
survive the second semester of the school
year.
Christ is your unfailing fortress and all
He wants is for you to depend wholly on
him.
snow days we get, the more pleasant and
enjoyable each one is.
Hopefully, in the weeks to come, our
snow wishes will continue to be granted,
just as the words of the famous Christmas
song ring out: “Let It Snow! Let It Snow!
Let It Snow!”

Americans need to make their opinions known:
Contacting elected officials

E

by Jackie, senior

ach citizen has the opportunity and
responsibility to make his voice heard.
The Congress is a representation of the
American people at large, not just a Congressman’s personal playground.
The Republican Party has made a
“pledge to Americans” in which they vow to
have a conservative agenda. They pledge to
rein in federal spending, to extend permanently all of the Bush tax cuts and to repeal

the President’s health care legislation
(www.foxnews.com).
Whether Republican, Democrat or another political party, Americans have the
right to inform their Congressmen and anyone who represents them about their opinions on issues. Even minors can officially
contact their political representatives.
Congressmen can be contacted in many
ways:
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(1) Call or fax.
(2) Write them a letter or an email.
(3) Addresses, fax numbers, phone numbers, and the emails of the offices of government officials can be found on http://
www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml.
American citizens have a responsibility
to make their opinions known.

FBTA’s project
manager reveals
her secrets
Mrs. Darby elaborates on
her behind-the-scenes job
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Reading has
its benefits,
but . . .

by Gretchen, senior

M

rs. Darby can be described as FBTA’s “mom away from
home.” She is the project manager of FBTA and covers
everything from cleaning up dirty laundry to organizing the muchloved ODACS.
Mrs. Darby has been working at FBTA for nearly 15 years. Her
everyday motto is “expect the unexpected, be flexible and have a lot
of fun doing it.”
Mrs. Darby directs most events produced by FBT or FBTA.
Even though she is the one in charge of all projects, she adamantly
expressed her appreciation for her helpers.
“You can’t do any of this without volunteers,” Mrs. Darby said.
Amongst her countless responsibilities, Mrs. Darby said her
favorite event is ODACS.
“In the seventh grade she helped me with my black and white
photography,” said Banna, senior.
ODACS would not be possible without Mrs. Darby heading up
the whole event and keeping students on track.
“Even though she’s one that enforces the rules, you know she
still loves the students,” said Jenny Upchurch, senior.
Mrs. Darby declared she is most proud of FBT’s 40th anniversary, with the help of volunteers, of course.

Students are pleading
the case for illiteracy
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“The 40th was like a dream come true,” she said. “It was like a wedding. We worked on it for a year.”
Despite all the responsibilities, Mrs. Darby thoroughly enjoys her job.
“In being a project manager, you gain new responsibilities all the time.
My job has a lot of variety, which is exactly what I need,” she said.
The next event Mrs. Darby is most excited about is the Academy
Luncheon on Feb. 20. She threw in a little pitch at the end.
“And I need all the help I can get from anybody.”

A new year,
A new resolution
brings in
Check out 2011
new commitments
the top 10
ways to en- A
dure school
at FBTA
by Banna, senior

Survival has never
been so easy!

s the new year begins, a plethora of
people across the country set out to
make a new resolution.
While resolutions always vary, FBTA
students also have a range of different commitments they intend to stick with throughout 2011.
Getting into shape seems to be a popular
goal among the students.
"Eventually I would like to start working
out this year," said a laid-back Mario, senior.

by Cameron, senior

F

or those students who find the work
load at FBTA especially arduous and
difficult to manage, check out these “tips”
from students young and old alike to aid in
your school survival.
10. Do all homework the period before it
is due. – Sarah, senior.
9. Even though people tell you not to
procrastinate, do it! – Shayne, junior.
8. Stay away from all teachers. – Timmy,
8th grade.
7. Stay up until one in the morning playing video games. – Tim, senior.
6. Catch up on sleep during classes. –
Abigail, senior.
5. Engage in crutch duels in the hallways. – Keila, freshman.
4. Stock up on snacks to survive in study
hall. – Mario, senior.
3. Make lunch and recess your favorite
classes. – Julie, 4th grade.
2. Save Miss Dyck’s English homework
for last on your to-do list. – David, junior.
1.When the secret agents bust in, be sure
you have a jet pack. – Joseph, junior.
That’s right, FBTA student body, the
answers are finally here! If you adhere to
these simple rules, then your school career
will be a lot easier. Or will it . . .?

"I plan on running and weight-lifting
every day this year," said an ambitious David, junior.
While fitness is important, the students
also aspire to strengthen something even
more important, their spiritual lives.
"I want to be able to read and understand
the whole Bible this year," said Robert, senior.
"This year I want to have a better walk
with God," said Nikoli, sophomore.
Another realm FBTA students are motivated in as well are their social lives.

We’re halfway there
by Robert, senior

I

t seems like yesterday that I was asking
students if they were still in summer
mode, as it was the beginning of September.
Several months later, we find ourselves
over halfway done with the school year!
This school year has gone by so swiftly. I
realize that not everyone holds this view.
However, the older you get, the faster time
seems to fly.
Seniors, we are over halfway to graduation! In a little over four months from now,
we will be decked out in white and blue,
awaiting our names to be called upon to
receive our diplomas.
Juniors will soon be “topping the food
chain” here at school (although there is

speculation that this is already the case; I
will leave that up for you guys to decide).
Nonetheless, there is still another half of
the school year to complete. Keep up the
work and grades. I know for me personally,
I am going to struggle with senioritis. However, we all must keep in mind that God
expects us to do things for His honor and
glory, not for ourselves. Again, I am speaking more to myself than anyone else.
Juniors, if you guys are experiencing
junioritis, may God have mercy on you next
year, for Miss Dyck will have none!
I’m done rambling now; I think you all
get the point. So keep up those grades,
study, and remember, have a good time doing it!

Happy Groundhog Day!
No shadow for Phil – spring is near

O

ne of the most bizarre American “holidays” falls on Feb. 2 every year.
When Phil, a groundhog, comes out of his burrow in Punxsutawney PA,
thousands of people turn out to watch him predict the weather for the rest of winter.
According to “legend,” if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, there will be six more
weeks of winter. If he does not see his shadow, there will be an early spring.
Fortunately for us, Phil saw no shadow. Now, when will the weather get the message?
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by Catherine, junior

C

lassical and modern, fantasy and biography, books are endlessly divided and
sub-divided into genres and categories and
subcategories.
Everyone differs when it comes to tastes
in literature, but the general consensus regarding reading is that it’s good. Books
mark the greatness of an empire. Hooray for
literacy.
But with society all gung ho for reading,
what’s there to say for the TV-watching,
illiterate masses? More than you may think.
The pros for reading are well-known —
an expanded vocabulary, stress relief and
the vast intellectual rewards are only a few.
Concentration, memory and reasoning skills
are increased, and you might just be able to
pass that book report your English teacher
assigned.
“I like reading because I feel like it’s a
way to get away from this busy world and
just immerse yourself in adventure,” said
Jessica, freshman, “Not to mention it’s a
good stress-reliever.”
“I didn’t like to read till junior high. I
like the action, how it’s [the story] worded
and the reputation that the book has gained
in the past years, like Lord of the Rings,”
said Robert, senior.
The cons of reading, though, are hardly
as well-rehearsed. In his book Everything
Bad is Good for You, Steven Johnson cautions against reading:
“Reading books chronically understimulates the senses. Books are simply a barren
string of words on the page. Books are also
tragically isolating. Books force the child to
sequester him or herself in a quiet space,
shut off from interaction with other children.
Reading is not an active, participatory process; it’s a submissive one.”
According to Johnson, reading in excess
can promote anti-social behavior and stifle
creativity and individuality. So, are the unread lazy or just cautious?
“It’s [reading] not fun! It’s boring. I have
better things to do with my time. TV is way
awesomer,” said Kyle, sophomore, emphatically.
“Why read when you can get the same
story from movies?” said Jennifer, sophomore.
Reading a book every three days or reading a book every three decades are the broad
ends of the spectrum. The great empires of
the world, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Brazil and the United States, have all been
built by the well-read, but being well-read
doesn’t mean being a recluse.
Discussing books with friends and taking
some time every day to dedicate to social
activity are good ways to balance the unread
social-butterfly and the erudite hermit within.
Reading has never been frowned on as a
bane of society, but rather has found its unpopularity in the multitudes who find reading a chore.
So, does it come down to safety or slothfulness? One thing is sure — if illiteracy is
making a comeback, it’d be best to go ahead
and dig yourself a burrow and freshen up
your caveman linguistics; we won’t be far
from the Stone Age at that point.

Fairfax focuses
on finishing strong

The boys continue to work hard until the end
by Angelika, junior

A

t the beginning of the season, the varsity boys’ basketball team had some
challenges, but as the end of January approached, the boys are now ranked third in
ODACS.
“I am proud of the growth and improvement that they have made as individuals and
as a team,” said Coach Wilson.
“I would describe this basketball season
as productive so far. Not quite where it
should be, but definitely a lot better than last
year,” said Taylor, captain. “The guys seem
to want it more this year, not just on the
court but also in the classrooms.”
Although the guys have worked extremely hard this season, there is still a lot
more work ahead before
the tournament.
“A little more than
halfway through the season, our team is finally
playing to our full potential,” said David, junior.
But one of the main things
we need to work on is
playing our game till the
end of the fourth quarter.”
“To win the championship, the team needs to
focus on two main things,
team work and concentration,” said Jairdan, 8th
grade.

The varsity boys know they have a long
way until the tournament, but they definitely
have confidence as a team.
“Evangel is going to be our biggest competition because both times we have played
them we lost, but if we play our game and
everyone is healthy, there is no doubt that
we will win,” said Nathaniel, junior, referring to the team’s biggest competition in the
tournament.
So far, the boys’ team has worked really
hard to reach their full potential, but there is
still a lot more work that needs to be accomplished in order to win the championship.
So, they continue to practice, work hard, and
even have fun to become a great team.
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The lady patriots practice
until they get the prize
This season, hard times abounded,
but many memories were made
photo by Nate, junior

by Angelika, junior

D

uring this basketball season, the varsity girls’ basketball team accomplished
many things. Their focus is not on the
games they won, but on keeping their eyes
on the goal, which is to be the 2011 Basketball State Champions.
“The main thing the team needs to work
on is our defense,” said Coach Kidd. “There
are times when our team is not scoring as
much as we should, and we can use our
defense to shut down their offense.”
The Lady Patriots not only need to work
on the physical part of their game, but also
on the mental part.
“For our team, I think it is very important
that we have confidence in our teammates”
said Bethany, captain. “Once we do this, the
team as a whole will be very improved.”

Concession
stand has
tasty new
choices
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Fairfax fights in tournament

The basketball teams take their talents to North Carolina
by David, junior

O

n Jan. 7, the Fairfax varsity boys’ and
girls’ teams began their six hour long
journey to Elizabeth City, NC, where they
were to participate in the Victory Classic
Tournament. The tournament consisted of
four teams: Fairfax, Bethel, Bethel (BACA)
and Victory.
The first day at the tournament was a
great success for both teams. The girls
played first, facing the home team, Victory.
“We were all so nervous coming into the
first game, but we went out and did what we
always do,” said Hannah, captain.
The girls easily won their first game 6316.
The boys’ team played the last game of
the day; they also played Victory, the home
team. The crowd was roaring once the game
started.
“It was a tough back and forth game, but
we edged them out at the end,” said David,
captain.
The boys won a physical game 60-46.
After a long night of “sleep,” both teams
were ready to play in the championship
games. Both teams were playing Bethel
(BACA) in the finals.

The girls entered their game with high
hopes, but Bethel’s tough defense kept the
girls to only 37 points. The Fairfax girls got
second place in the tournament losing 50-37
against Bethel.
“Even though we lost the championship
game, the tournament helped us become a
better team, and it also helped us prepare for
more difficult games that are coming up,”
said Angelika, junior.
The varsity boys, again, had the final
game of the day. They faced off against the
“rough n’ tough” Bethel in the championship game. Although the boys hustled and
fought to the end, a late game injury of David’s left ankle affected the result of the
game. The boys lost 69-56, achieving second place.
“We all tried to play like Superman instead of working the ball around to our
shooters,” said Shayne, junior, summarizing
the weekend’s events.
Although both teams lost in their final
games, they learned how to play together
against tough competition, while enjoying a
great tournament.
“I was hoping for a couple of physical
games down in North Carolina, and that’s
exactly what we got,” said Coach Anastos.

“During the game, we need to stay focused, work hard, and not get frustrated
because that is when we give up and lose,”
said Kim, junior.
The varsity girls were also able to have a
lot of fun this year. They were able to make
memories and bond as a team.
“My favorite part was all the fun times
and memories we had together on the overnight trips to North Carolina and also to
Bethel and Great Hope. I will never forget
them,” said Hannah, captain.
“The best part of the season so far has
been the away trips because we bond together on and off the court and that helps to
make a good team,” said Kim, junior.
The girls have made a lot of memories so
far, but the best memory would be to win
the state championship!
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New food items have
quickly become big hits

by Bethany, sophomore

F

or this 2010-2011 basketball season, a
couple tasty new food items have been
added to the concession stand.
The new options are a BBQ sandwich
and a baked potato. Fans can get a delicious
BBQ sandwich, a drink, and a bag of chips
all for $3 when ordering the “Mr. P. Special.”
“People who come to the games straight
from work are enjoying the new ‘Mr. P
BBQ Special’ and baked potatoes. It’s nice
to have a little more variety for people to
enjoy, and so far the new items have been a
big hit,” said Mrs. Mitchell, Booster Club
member and volunteer concession stand
worker.
Not only do people love the new BBQ
sandwiches and baked potatoes, but the concession stand has also been quickly selling
out of these delicious new items.
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“I think it’s good that they’re changing
things up and giving us something different
to look forward to,” said Jennifer, sophomore.
For the basketball players and fans alike,
the appetizing new selections are satisfying
and filling.
“After a long tiring basketball game I
enjoy eating the Mr. P Special,” said Kim,
junior and varsity girls’ basketball player.
“They are delightfully tasteful!” said
Kyle, sophomore, “but can we add bacon
for the baked potatoes?” he added, comically.
Make sure to try one of the tasty new
choices at the next home basketball games,
and while at the games, get them quickly
before they are all sold out!

Gil shares his goal

Catch the Spirit!

Cheering is not a chore

School unity becomes a reality for one crazy week
by Catherine, junior

by Nate, junior

Annie, 7th grade, thinks Gil is “weird,
but in a good way.”
Gil’s favorite group of fans to see is “all
of the ‘Jr. Patriots’ like Mr. Baldwin’s kids,
and the occasional visitor with ‘mascot-ophobia.’”
He concluded the visit with a final challenge to those un-involved with our basketball program.
“Come to the games and cheer on our
teams! I’ll be looking forward to seeing the
stands jam-packed with Patriot fans!”
Patriot fans, it’s up to you. You coming?

G

il, FBTA’s mascot, recently shared
why he enjoys cheering for the teams
here at FBTA.
“My favorite part about being at the
games is seeing all the dedicated fans out
cheering for the teams. We have the same
goal in mind: cheer our teams to a victory!”
he said, as he broke out with the hand motions to the cheer.
Gil the Patriot has cheered for the basketball teams since 2008 when he made his first
appearance at the home games. He is named
after the academy’s last administrator: Mr.
Gil Hansen III.
His big head and
royal blue suit are intimidating to some, but he
has become iconic to all
the regular attendees at
the Patriot games. He
typically appears for the
guys varsity team, but
his appearances are random and unpredictable
at times.
Upon seeing the
mascot, Caitlin, 4th
grade, said without hesitation, “His head is too
big.”

n the week of Jan. 16, any unfortunate
visitor that might have swung by
FBTA would have been appalled at the student body. Or rather at their clothes.
The annual winter Spirit Week was held
Jan. 18-21. With the first day, Jersey Day,
being moved to Friday on account of snow,
the remaining three days saw great participation. Fashion Disaster Day brought out
the worst in the students while Multiplicity

Day saw class unity to the Nth degree. The
last day, the day of the varsity basketball
games in south Virginia, everyone came
together in an ocean of blue and gold to see
the team off with a bang, or they dressed in
their favorite sports team jersey.
Spirit week may be over, but the student
body of FBTA continues to exude Patriot
Pride long after the event. The only bad
thing about it is we have to wait until next
winter for the next spirit week.

The 1st grade girls wore white shirts and their
Sparks vests, so they could match each other.

4th graders Caleb and Connor invite their friend
Garrett to be “twins” with them.

O

College football bowls begin
and end with a bang!
Staff and students show their passion for their favorite college teams
by Hannah, junior

S

hrimp and cocktail sauce, chips and dip,
and Dr. Pepper and Mountain Dew
remind us that it is time for college football
bowl games.
Here at FBTA there are many enthusiastic football fans who will stay up extra late
on a school night just to see their favorite
teams battle it out to earn the title of that
bowl game. Not only are there students who
love college football, but staff who love
their teams, as well.
The Alabama Crimson Tide is an important team with the Wilsons, Niggls, and
the Barrs throwing their full support behind
them. Alabama played in the Capital One
Bowl and beat their opponents, the Michigan State Spartans, 49-7, with Coach Wilson in attendance.

He shared his favorite part about attending a college bowl game.
“Before the game started, they sang the
national anthem and all of the Alabama players were on the field, and four F-16 S-fighter
planes flew over. As a retired soldier, that
was special to me,” Coach Wilson said.
Mr. Kidd also showed his support for his
college team, Virginia Tech Hokies against
the Stanford Cardinals even though the
Hokies lost 40-12. After they lost, Mr. Kidd’s
loyalty started to waver.
“Would it be wrong of me to burn all of
my Virginia Tech apparel?” Mr. Kidd said.
The 2011 BCS Championship was between the Auburn Tigers and Oregon Ducks.
Our president, Cameron Hawley, had much
to say about his favorite team Auburn beating
Oregon with a score of 22-19!
“It was nice that Auburn
won because there were
a lot of people that wanted Oregon to win. It was
also cool that Alabama
wasn’t in the championship game, so I can rub it
into Bro. Barr’s face,”
said Cameron, senior.
Whether your team
lost or won, the 2011
bowl games brought out
much enthusiasm from
FBTA staff and students.

The entire 6th grade dressed up as spies, with sunglasses and all black for their Twin Day celebration.

Cryptograms

4th graders, Estefania, Sarah, Julie, and Melanie show support for their teams
and their school spirit.

Valentine Issue
I

f you would like to have a valentine printed in our next issue of
the Patriot Press, please write your message, who it is for, and
who it is from (may be anonymous), and drop it into our newspaper
locker (S14). We will try to include as many as possible, but we
may be limited by available space. Valentines will be accepted
until Tuesday, Feb. 8. Get yours in early!
The Patriot Press
is a student-run newspaper of
Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy
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Calling all writers and artists!
We need more elementary and junior high articles and artwork! If you are in 1st through 8th grade, and want to write
about your class activities or have a drawing you would like to
share, please talk to your teacher or contact our advisor at
dyckd@fbtministries.org.

