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FBTA concert celebrates Christôs birth 
óGlory to God in the Highestô chosen for this yearôs Christmas theme 

Christmas 
competition 
craves  
creativity 
Senior/junior high 
compete for best 
Christmas party 
theme 
by Bethany, sophomore 

T his year for the annual Christmas party, the 7th-12th grade classes 

must pick a theme for food and decora-

tions. 

Mediterranean, Italian, a summer 

theme, tailgating, and around the world in 

a taste are some of the many themes that 

the classes have chosen. 

A competition will be held to see who 

has the most interesting theme, as judged 

by the creativity of decorations, food 

choice, and overall class participation.  

Each member of the class that wins will 

receive one homework pass. 

ñThe junior and senior high Christmas 

parties have always been a highlight of the 

academyôs Christmas season.  This year 

we wanted to change things up a bit by 

adding friendly competition between clas-

ses to give the students a chance to show 

their creative side,ò said Mrs. Kidd, who 

came up with this yearôs new party idea. 

ñI like it [the new idea for the Christ-

mas party] because the classes can be 

creative, and itôs not just bringing in food; 

you can decorate, dress up, and the com-

petition makes it fun,ò said Jackie, senior. 

ñItôs a very cool idea, and Iôm glad itôs 

something new.  I hope we can do some-

thing new and different every year,ò said 

Hope, the 7th grade class representative. 

The parties will take place and be 

judged on the half day before Christmas 

break, Dec. 22. 

The judges will be various members of 

the administration.  To determine the win-

ner, each class will be judged based on 

their creativity and uniqueness of their 

theme and decorations. 

ñI think itôs an awesome idea, and I 

know the 10th grade will win!ò said Ni-

koli, sophomore, confidently with a smile. 

by Abbe , senior 

O n Dec. 3 all of the students from K4 through the 12th grade sang, played, and performed for their parents. 

This yearôs selection of songs even included ñJesus Savesò and 

ñWorthy is the Lamb,ò sung during ICWE by the 4th-12th graders. 

ñIt was a good experience singing with [the high schoolers],ò said 

Amelia, 5th grade. 

 ñIt was interesting because we had never done that before this 

year,ò said Alexis, 6th grade. 

The theme for this yearôs Christmas concert was ñGlory to God in 

the Highest,ò as chosen by Mr. Cordeiro. His goal was to show the 

glory of God through all of the musical selections. The junior class 

choric reading, ñO Wondrous Holy Night,ò also brought glory to God. 

Mr. Probus started directing all of the handbell groups in the junior 

and senior high for the first time this year.  

As this was their first performance, he said that they did 

ñfabulous.ò 

ñI felt like they nailed it, and I think my face reflected it after 

each piece. I got a lot of positive feedback [from parents],ò Probus 

commented, with a smile. 

Funny memories are always made at each performance. 

 ñI will always remember my string bass and how heavy it was,ò 

said Banna, senior, reflecting on her last FBTA Christmas concert. 

(Joseph, being the chivalrous gentleman that he is, sometimes 

even offers to carry Bannaôs string bass for her.) 

ñI know last week was a little rough, but the week ended very 

well with a great performance Friday night,ò Mr. Cordeiro said. 

The concert truly gave all of the glory to God and prepared the 

audienceôs hearts even more for the rapidly approaching Christmas 

holiday.  

The Capitol 
blows the junior 
class away 
The junior class, in the most 
literal sense, has the wind 
knocked out of them 
by Catherine, junior 

T he Capitol is chill ð literally and figuratively.  

Thursday, Dec. 9, the junior class took a field trip 

with their government class to the Capitol building. 

With the wind whipping at their faces and tugging at 

their coats and scarves, the junior class braved the 

long, freezing march up Capitol Hill.   Itôs not difficult 

to imagine the great relief the warmth of the visitorôs 

center and the Capitol itself brought. With a glad sigh, 

the juniors shed their coats and scarves before begin-

ning their tour of the seat of our nationôs legislative 

branch with Lt. Col. Meeks, who attends FBT and is a 

Capitol tour guide. 

ñI learned a lot,ò Nate said. ñIt was the best field 

trip Iôve ever been on.ò 

ñIt was a relaxing day and I learned a lot more 

about our countryôs government,ò Liz said. 

ñI thought it was great. I thought the info was great. 

I thought it was interesting to get to ride the little sub-

way and go in between the buildings and get to see 

some of the inner workings that most people donôt get 

to see,ò said Mrs. Pigott, government teacher and 

chaperone. ñI felt like it accomplished what we wanted 

to do, other than that we didnôt get to see a session. I 

appreciate that he [Mr. Meeks] gave us a Biblical view 

of the pictures and on the history. Most tour guides 

wouldnôt mention that.ò 

While there was a lot of walking involved (walking 

on empty stomachs at that), the trek was well worth 

the sore feet and chilled fingers. From the majesty of 

the rotunda to the sweet satisfaction of the food court 

(and oh, it was sweet!), the Capitol building was a 

sight to see and something every American should 

visit ð preferably in the warmer months next time. 
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Take Two! 
The 8th grade class 
follows in the foot-
steps of their elders 
by Jenneth, 8th grade 

J ust a week after the juniorsô field trip to the Capitol, the 8th graders 

had the same opportunity, with almost 

identical freezing weather conditions.  

Lt. Col. Meeks was kind enough to 

repeat the tour for the slightly younger 

audience. 

ñI love giving tours at the Capitol,ò 

Mr. Meeks said, when asked if he 

ever got tired of doing the same tour. 

ñThere is always more to learn.ò 

While touring, some of the 8th 

graders took the opportunity to hand 

out gospel tracts to the security guards 

and passing tourists. Many of the re-

cipients were grateful for the reminder 

of the season.  

ñThank you for saying óMerry 

Christmas,ôò said one of the security 

guards on the Capitol grounds. ñI hate 

it when people say óHappy Holi-

days.ôò  

Another targeted person read the 

back of the tract, and noticed it was 

from FBT.  

ñOh, I know this church! And I 

know your Pastor, too. I attend church 

at Heritage. Itôs nice to see teenagers 

giving out tracts with the gospel,ò he 

said, with a smile.  

The students escaped the bitter 

cold weather by taking another tunnel 

leading to the Library of Congress, 

where they wrapped up their tour. 

They saw the huge room where �1�D��
�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H��was filmed, although 

they werenôt able to go inside. 

On the way back to school, they 

huddled under blankets and sang 

Christmas carols on the bus, thankful 

for the opportunity to be out of class 

and learning more about our Capitol. 
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