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Student Leadership Conference impacts 
juniors, seniors and student council 
Student body vice-president comments on the event 
by Zachary, senior 

T he juniors, seniors, and student council of FBTA bussed on Friday, Oct. 8, to 

Keystone Christian School in Berryville, 

VA, to hear Keith Wiebe speak at the annual 

Student Leadership Conference. 

Mr. Kidd thinks the conference is im-

portant for the following reason: ñIt gives 

students the opportunity to meet with other 

schools and discuss common challenges that 

they face.ò 

ñIt was to motivate juniors and seniors to 

come back and impact the school,ò he said. 

Studentsô expectations for the event were 

low, however. 

ñI thought it was going to be the same as 

I heard before,ò said Jenny, student body 

vice-president. 

Her opinions changed, though, after 

Keith Wiebe, the speaker at the event, had 

communicated his message. 

ñHis examples were relatable,ò Jenny 

later commented. 

Keith Wiebe used interesting analogies 

and well-placed Scriptures to highlight the 

need for student leaders in Christian schools 

to have a firm foundation, starting with a 

twofold love for God and others. 

ñIt reiterated what I teach in my Biblical 

leadership class,ò Mr. Kidd said. ñJuniors 

College  
symposium 
stirs interest 
Principal, parents, and 
students speak up 
by Gretchen, senior 

O n Tues, Oct. 5, Ron Henderson 

headed up the college 

symposium for par-

ents of juniors, sen-

iors. 

The college sym-

posium gives students 

and parents a better 

idea about college 

and encourages them 

to choose conservative 

Christian schools. 

ñIt gives them different perspectives of 

whatôs out there,ò said Mr. Fender. 

ñIt just helps you learn more about it,ò 

said Abbe, senior. ñIt helps you know what 

classes you have to take, [and] it gives you 

more options for your major.ò 

Mitchell believes the symposium is more 

relevant to seniors, while Banna, senior, 

thinks it benefits juniors more. 

ñItôs more relevant to juniors because 

youôre starting to get to know things about 

college,ò said Banna. 

Banna also spoke of its significance to 

parents. 

ñIt gives parents a better idea of where 

theyôre sending their children to college. It 

makes them feel a little bit more secure,ò she 

said. 

Mr. Fender agreed with Bannaôs position. 

ñItôs more beneficial for juniors because 

some seniors have already pretty much made 

up their mind. It used to be only for seniors,ò 

he added, ñbut I think Mr. Kidd changed it.ò 

Angelika, junior, chose the neutral posi-

tion on the importance of the symposium. 

ñI think itôs beneficial to both [juniors 

and seniors]. The seniors are making their 

decision now, but it helps the juniors not 

have to rush to make their decision later,ò 

she said. 

Angelikaôs father, Willie, attended the 

meeting, and shared what he learned from it. 

ñIt was very beneficial because of the 

information that was provided, and I was 

reminded of the importance of Christian 

education,ò he said. 

Henderson spoke on the importance of 

following Godôs will, especially in choosing 

a college. The fact that both of his sons went 

through Christian colleges gave him the ex-

perience needed to instruct other parents. 

The parents also received a gift bag 

stuffed with college brochures, instructional 

packets, and informational CDs. 

can use the lessons learned from the confer-

ence as seniors, while seniors are reminded 

of what they have learned, so that they can 

make the biggest impact on the school.ò 

 ñLook up to good leaders in your life and 

imitate them,ò was the counsel Jenny gave 

for students who were not at the conference 

that desire to be leaders in the school. 

 Commenting on what she had learned 

personally from the conference, Jenny said, 

ñI have always learned that younger kids 

looked up to me, but he really drove it home, 

so I am more conscious of it.ò 

                                                                                                                              

ICWE takes 
over FBTA 
by Banna, senior 

worldwide, and despite the drastic change in 

scheduling, ICWE is also bringing in loads 

of excitement. 

 The music department, specifically the 

choir, has been diligently practicing over the 

past few weeks in preparation for the occa-

sion. Mr. Cordeiro has great expectations as 

to how music will impact those who attend 

the ICWE conference.  

ñSometimes we forget that others are 

entitled to hear about the gospel. The pur-

pose is to stir people's hearts,ò Cordeiro said 

passionately. 

 The choir students have been working on 

three songs that Mr. Cordeiro chose exclu-

sively for ICWE.  

ñWe will be singing óJesus Savesô which 

is the gospel message and óDeep Watersô 

which talks about having faith to go out of 

your comfort zone,ô he said.  

Students in the choir will also gain spir-

itual benefits through the message as they 

sing. 

 ñSinging is the fun part, the more you 

participate, the more it means, and the lyrics 

become memorable,ò Mr. Cordeiro said.  

The last time ICWE was held was well 

over ten years ago, and FBTA students trav-

eled down to Raleigh, NC, for the confer-

ence. Many students are probably curious as 

to why it is being brought back after all these 

years. 

ñICWE never went away. It takes a tre-

mendous amount of manpower and money 

to have a meeting of this magnitude. The 

focus on the importance of ICWE is always 

in the forefront of FBT's ministries,ò said 

Mr. Fender. 

A meeting of such magnitude definitely 

impacted the students of FBTA back then. 

ñMany of the students made decisions at 

the last meeting and followed through with 

their commitments, and are in full time ser-

vice for the Lord, or fully immersed in the 

church God has them in,ò said Fender.  

The present students of FBTA are also 

fully confident that ICWE will once again 

have a deep effect on the academy. 

ñThe conference will open the studentsô 

eyes to the necessity, urgency, and blessings 

that all come with world missions,ò said 

Cameron Hawley, student body president.  

ñIt [the conference] will remind students 

how important church planting and missions 

are,ò said Jenny Upchurch, senior, sincerely. 

Amongst all the chaos of scheduling, 

ICWE will hopefully leave an indelible 

mark on FBTA. 

T he week of Nov. 1-4, the International 

Conference on World Evangelism 

(ICWE) will be held at FBTA.  Along with 

the four day event, FBTA will be experienc-

ing a major schedule makeover.   

ñIn terms of junior and senior high, stu-

dents will attend [the sessions] in the morn-

ings, and have classes in the afternoon,ò said 

Mr. Kidd.  

As for the elementary, Mr. Kidd said they 

will not have classes.  

This will be a major adjustment for the 

teachers, as they will have to rearrange all of 

their lessons and homework plans; nonethe-

less, the scheduling arrangement was 

thought through carefully. 

ñSeveral people brainstormed to find the 

right balance, so that is how the schedule 

was determined,ò said Mr. Fender.  

However, ICWE could not have been a 

better excuse for the scheduling shift. 

ñICWE is the focus for the week, but we 

always want to use our time in a way that 

honors the Lord,ò said Fender. 

The purpose of ICWE, as stated in its 

title, correlates with the academy and 

churchôs belief of spreading the gospel 

Monday, Nov 1 
7:00 p.m. Pastor Mike Edwards 
 FBT Choir 
 Heritage Baptist  
  Church Ensemble 
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Ron Henderson 

Tuesday, Nov 2 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Dave Smith 
11:15 a.m. Pastor Troy Calvert 
 New England Baptist Church Choir 
7:00 p.m. Dr. Lou Baldwin 
 Crossroads Baptist Church Choir 

Wednesday, Nov 3 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Todd Abbey 
 New England Baptist Church Choir 
11:15 a.m. Missionary David Hosaflook 
7:00 p.m. Dr. Don Sisk 
 Masterôs Kids Choir 

Thursday, Nov 4 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Kenny Baldwin 
 FBTA Choirs 
11:15 a.m. Pastor Scott Wendal 
 Sr. High Choral Group & Choir 
7:00 p.m. Dr. Bud Calvert 
 FBT Teen Choir 

ICWE Schedule of Speakers and Music 



Is there anything you 

want to say to your 

mom? 

ñThanks for helping us 

with the fundraisers, and 

you are welcome for rais-

ing money so you pay less 

for my trip.ò 

Taylor  

Donuts and Coffee: What 

was your main job and 

what was fun about it? 
ñI poured coffee and 

helped people find sugar, 

cream, and lids.  It was 

fun seeing whether Jenny 

or I would get to pour the 

coffee first.ò 

Zachary  

Papa Johnôs Pizza: How 

are the hair nets work-

ing out? 
ñInteresting, they are not 

the most stylish head-

wear, but our class makes 

it work.ò 

Jesse  

Walmart: What were 

your salesman tactics to 

lure the buyers? 

ñI told the customer how 

they were helping us 

raise money for our  

senior trip.ò 

Robert  

The seniors take a brief pause from their amazing sales tactics at Walmart. 

Caleb and Tim directed traffic for 
the day, while Zachary turned into 

a professional barista on Sept. 11. 

After a long day of begging athletes and their parents to support their trip, the 
seniors chilled for a few minutes under a tree. 

Cameron and 
Abbe are excit-

ed to pass out 

pizza to senior 
high students. 

During the summer the seniors gathered early in the morn-
ing in Burke to sell baked goods and have a yard sale. 

Legally Licensed 
The student drivers take advantage 
of their privileges 
by David, junior 

T hey roll into school each morning with their various vehicles. They all progress into their designated parking spots. They final-

ly get their bags from their car and make their way into school. These 

are the few, the proud, the student drivers. 

ñBeing a student driver at FBTA is a huge privilege,ò said David 

W, junior. ñMost people at other schools either arenôt allowed to drive 

their cars to school at all, or they have to pay for a parking space.ò 

Roughly 15 students have the distinct privilege of calling them-

selves student drivers at FBTA this year. 

 ñWe all have our own spaces and everyone always fights to get 

the best spot at the beginning of the year . . . itôs a lot of fun,ò said 

Cameron, senior. 

ñMy favorite part of the day is getting to race to my spot before 

anyone else,ò said Phil, junior. 

Although many students may look up to these drivers, wishing 

they had a car, driving to school is just an every day activity for the 

student drivers. 

ñItôs such a huge responsibility . . . but itôs just so much fun,ò said 

Carrie, junior. 

 

Voters prepare for 
November election 
FBTA student and first-time voter 
delivers her remarks 

Seniors scraping 
for finances 
A lot of money must be raised! 
by Abbe, senior 

T he senior class of 2011 has been earnestly trying to raise money for their senior trip over the past few months in such 

places as neighborhoods in Burke, Walmart, and even in the 

schoolôs cafeteria. 

In just a few months, after exam information evaporates from 

minds, pressures dissipate from schedules, and excitement quick-

ly moves in, all of the seniors will go on their last adventure to-

gether. The Wilds of North Carolina is their destination with a 

few side trips, such as white water rafting.  

ñWe stop for a really nice meal, and any extra money is for 

maybe an extra trip,ò said Mrs. Pigott, describing the final prod-

uct of fundraising efforts. 

Unfortunately, they have a predicament on their hands. There 

are sixteen seniors, one trip, and a lot of money that has yet to be 

raised. Mrs. Crow, hearing of the plight, jumped on board and 

rushed to the rescue with her fundraising skills. 

Mrs. Crow has organized three different fundraisers, not in-

cluding the normal senior pizza fundraiser.  

ñI enjoy doing it. Iôve done fundraisers before, so Iôve learned 

how to approach vendors,ò Crow said. ñMost of them are happy 

to help out, especially when it comes to youth.  Having worked 

for an organization where I researched philanthropists helped me 

get some skills. And youôre a great group of teens; itôs a joy to 

work with you all!ò 

Over the summer the seniors worked very hard to collect all 

of the extraneous items in their houses. Once organized and 

priced, they held a yard sale in Burke. 

As school set in they had to figure out another fundraiser. This 

time Mr. McDonald came to the rescue. On Sept. 11, all public 

schools in the area participated in a track meet at Burke Lake 

Park. The church offered free usage of the parking lot; the seniors 

could not pass up the opportunity.  At the crack of dawn, they 

wearily trudged out into the chilly morning air to sell doughnuts 

and coffee to complete strangers. 

Sept. 18 was the date of the next and most recent fundraiser.  

Putting their baking skills to the test, the seniors sold over $400 

worth of baked goods at the entrance of Walmart! 

In the future the senior class is planning on 

having another yard/bake sale on Oct. 30 

and maybe even around Christmas time.  

       They look forward to raising more 

money, so that they can create lasting 

memories from the mountains of North 

Carolina. 

Gobbling up the  
Thanksgiving feast 
by Nate , junior 

T he K4 - 3rd graders are eagerly anticipating the day of 

their annual Thanksgiving Feast on Nov. 19. 

Mrs. Wieler started this tradition 19 years ago when she 

first came to FBTA. 

ñI always get excited because I want to make memories 

for the kids and parents,ò she said. 

ñI canôt wait to chase the giant turkey!ò said Jacob, 

2nd grader. 

ñThe most exciting part of the Thanksgiving Feast 

is singing the silly songs and doing the play [about 

pilgrims and Indians]!ò said Julia, 2nd grader. 

November 19 is rapidly approaching for those ex-

cited elementary students. Get ready Pilgrims, Indians, 

and, yes, turkeys! 
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by Zachary, senior 

N ovember elections are rapidly approaching and the Ameri-

can people are getting ready to 

choose a new Congress. Simultane-

ously, Jackie, senior, enthusiastical-

ly awaits her chance to vote. 

ñI think voting is important as a 

means of peacefully expressing my 

opinion,ò she said. 

Dehnert added that her voting in 

the United States, the most powerful 

nation in the world, also sends a 

powerful message to countries 

where women are oppressed. 

Her votes will accompany the 

millions of other Americans articu-

lating their views through the ballot 

box this November. 

No senators are up for reelection 

in Virginia this year, but all the 

representatives to the House are up 

for reelection including: incumbent 

Gerry Connolly (D), Keith Fimian 

(R), and Jim Moran (D). 

Concerning her own prospective 

vote, Jackie said, ñItôs not about the 

party, itôs about the issues.ò 

She also proceeded to leave 

some advice for future voters. 

ñSince the registration process is 

easy, there is no excuse not to be 

registered to vote. Know your be-

liefs, and donôt vote along party 

lines,ò Jackie said. 
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