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Success at Nationals
by Jackie and Gretchen, juniors

O

Mr. Herrell, Missionary to Peru,
speaking to 7th graders.

Always Abounding
by Meghan, senior

T

he 2010 Missions Conference at Fairfax Baptist Temple showcased eight different missionary families from all over the world. These missionaries enjoyed being
treated like local celebrities, especially through the various lunches, prayer meetings,
thoughtful gifts, and kind words. The missionary wives also spoke to the FBT ladies at
the Ladies’ Luncheon.
Angelika, sophomore, was one of the teen girls whose heart was touched.
“I liked how it was so relatable. Mrs. McCobb’s challenge about making your own
decisions was really encouraging,” Angelika said.
The missionaries also enjoyed the opportunity to tour each FBTA class and talk
about the work being accomplished in their country. Mr. Woodring, missionary to
Vietnam, taught the senior class how to say the numbers one through five in Vietnamese, as well as the value of surrendering your life to the Lord.
“The Bible teaches that once we give up our lives to God is when we truly find it,”
Woodring said.
The missionaries also taught the Academy students the many contrasts between
America and the country where God called them. Upon entering a country in Africa,
one would expect unmanageable culture shock, but Mrs. Switzer, missionary to Ethiopia, negated this idea.
“You adjust quickly to the big things . . . it’s the everyday living that’s difficult,”
Switzer said.
An important fact to remember with regards to God’s calling in one’s life came
from the missionary wife to South Africa, Mrs. Blanton.
“You have something better than money. You have the Lord,” Blanton said.
This missions conference touched many hearts, as well as reminding the church
and school family the blessings of being in God’s will.
See more about elementary activities
during our missions conference on page 2

Lady Patriots Soccer
by Catherine, sophomore

W

ith a current record of 5-0, our very own Lady Patriots have already made a big
splash in this year’s season.
“We have a good chance of going deep into the playoffs,” said Coach Probus.
“But we can’t look past the fact that Leesburg and Evangel are very good teams. You
can’t depend on success you’ve had in the regular season during the playoffs.”

n Monday, April 12, everyone arrived at school at 8:15 a.m., pumped to go to nationals.
“It was touching to see everyone, friends and family, come to say goodbye,” said
Hurst, sophomore.
The bus was crammed with crazy kids and bulging luggage. It was an interesting ninehour ride to Greenville, South Carolina.
The lunch tradition was fulfilled as the group stopped at Chick-fil-A on Monday and
Friday. The group finally arrived at Bob Jones University at 6:00 p.m. to a warm welcome
from BJU students.
This was the Bible Jump Quiz’s first time at nationals—ever!
“It was so cool, leaving it to the younger generation to get to nationals,” said Bible Jump
Quizzer Cameron. Having this in mind, everyone eagerly attended the BJQ competitions
and other performances.
FBTA participants did phenomenal as they accumulated 31 of Virginia’s 74 points. Virginia took first place for the eighth year in a row.
Everyone was bursting with energy as they gathered together to take a group picture.
“I thought it was pretty amazing that I placed second and that Virginia won. It was exhilarating.” Zachary enthusiastically commented. It was another fun trip to nationals.
As mentioned, FBTA students did exceedingly well. In art, Crystabel, senior; Gretchen,
junior; and Nate, sophomore; all took first place, and Andria, senior; and Amberly, senior;
took second.
Andria also took second in dramatic interpretation.
“It was nice to have a week off school. I’m glad that my hard work paid off,” Andria
said.
In testing Oliver, senior; Zachary, junior; and Jackie, junior; all scored second place.
Two more seconds on science fair projects by Dominic and Kyle gave us another few points.
Orchestra achieved first place for the sixth year in a row, and Melissa, senior, came out on top
with first place in Bible memory.
“I beat them. I crushed them—I destroyed them,” said Melissa “humbly.”
It was overall a great year of competition for FBTA.
See highlights on the Bible Jump Quiz
team participation at Nationals on page 2

Yearbooks are Almost Here!
School yearbooks for 2010 will be distributed next week during our dedication ceremony on Thursday, May 6, at 2:30 p.m. The ceremony was moved to
the end of the day to give students extra time to view their books and start the
week-long task of seeing who can get the most signatures.
Parents are also invited to the ceremony, where the yearbook staff will read
the dedication, and show a music and photo presentation which highlights many
of the photos used throughout the yearbook. Extra yearbooks can be purchased
for $25, and a photo CD for $10.

Hopes for the girls’ team are high. Coach Probus has noticed that the girls’ team
is different this year (“In a good way!”). With so many young and talented players, the
Lady Patriots definitely have a chance at the championship, though, there is always
room for improvement. The forwards have especially shone through, making a big
difference in the games, and the younger players are really stepping up to bat, so to
speak.
“They’re improving, but we have a long way to go because they’re young. But we’ll
get there ... together ... as a team,” said Captain Mills, senior.
Despite the optimistic view for this season the team has already hit some rough
waters. Injuries such as Abigail’s bruised knee and several sprained ankles have incapacitated some of the team. Close games, like the matches with Leesburg and Evangel,
which both ended 3-2, guaranteed in Coach Probus’s mind that competition is indeed
stiffer this season. The schedule is going to be tough and busy and the girls are really
going to have to step up in order to take a sixth state championship.
This sort of stress would usually have taken a toll on the younger students but our
7th grade soccer players are staying positive.
“It’s fun, but there’s a lot of running,” said Amanda, 7th grade, about her first
season.
In conjunction to this, when asked if the running regiment was going to lighten
up any time soon, Coach Probus replied with a laugh, “I’ll leave that up to the girls and
what they think.”
Regardless of stats, the girls haven’t lost their focus: To honor Jesus Christ with our
performance and testimony. “Mind on the goal, eye on the prize” is how Coach Probus
put it. With our minds on the Lord and our eye on the championship, the Lady Patriots
are more than capable of winning the season for the sixth consecutive year.
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The Missions Conference at FBT
by Jenneth and Rebecca, 7th Grade

T

An Unforgettable Year of BJQ
by Cameron, junior

E

pic. Record setting. Incredible. The nationals visit can summarize the Bible Jump
Quiz team’s success this year. Basing our entire practice and competition on 1 Timothy 4:15 which says, “Meditate upon these things, give thyself wholly to them that thy
profiting may appear to all.”
After the victory at regionals the next step was to head to the state competition.
This entailed an overnight stay at a nearby hotel. Although much time was spent sleeping or saying verses, the time spent together was unforgettable.
“It was a lot of fun at the overnight trip, hopefully it will become a yearly tradition
for our team!” Kim, sophomore, exclaimed.
The state competition was a victory, but it was down to the very last question that
allowed us to take the victory and head to the national competition down at BJU. Even
though it did not turn out the way that everyone would have liked, placing 12th in the
nation was not a bad placement for our first time ever going to Nationals.
“We were definitely competitive because we knew our stuff, but we just needed to
be faster,” Abigail, junior, said.
This mutual feeling was shared by the other teammates in our satisfaction with our
preparation for nationals.
“It prepared us to see what our competition will be and how much we need to
improve, but overall it was a good experience,” Hannah, sophomore, said.
Doing all to the honor of God was the team’s goal, and we stayed true to Enoch’s
testimony that we pleased God (Hebrews 11:5). This verse has and always will have a
special place in our hearts and in our lives because this testimony has been what our
team has strove for ever since we studied the book of Hebrews two years ago.
To make it to nationals after all of our hard work was a great positive encouragement for us, and many hope our final year will conclude with the ultimate prize—the
first place trophy.

he Missions Conference started off on Wednesday night, April 21, with two great
messages from God’s Word and some wonderful missionary slideshows. The eight
missionaries who were visiting were the Canavans to Ireland, the Herrells to Peru, the
Woodrings to Vietnam, the Blantons to the Republic of South Africa, the Slagills to
the Philippines, the Switzers to Ethiopia, the Jennings to Niger, and the McCobbs to
Paraguay.
The elementary students did some very interesting missions posters on each of the
various countries. This was a chance to let their creativity shine.
“I really liked doing my poster this year,” said Connor, 3rd grade, who did the
country of Peru. “My favorite part was the Peru flag, with the sun coming up behind it.”
“I thought it was great,” agreed Connor’s twin brother, Caleb, also 3rd grade, who
did a poster for Ireland. “I loved the flag and the Ireland words, and my favorite part
was all of the colors and the four-leaf clovers we added under the flag.”
The sophomore class also did larger poster boards on each missionary for the upstairs hallway for Mr. Thal’s World Evangelism class.
The church got a wonderful treat on Saturday night, when the Mastor’s Kids Choir
performed “We Work the Work of the Lord,” in which 6th graders Annie, Kaylee, Lily,
Jason, Milly, Nathan, and Camden, along with Mr. Kester played major roles. They
showed how God can call us even to the deepest jungles of the world, and that missionaries have a real burden to witness to the lost. Thanks to Mrs. Wieler, and the Lord, of
course, for helping them pull off this spetacular performance!
Finally, on Sunday night, the last day of the conference, the church wished the
missionaries a wonderful farewell by showering them and their families with parting
gifts and last-minute good-byes. We will continue to pray for the missionaries who truly
work the work of the Lord.

Students check out the elementary posters lining the downstairs hallway.

The Healthcare Bill’s Effect
on FBTA
by Zachary, junior

R
It’s About Time
by Andria, senior

Students have been waiting all year for
another chance to show their school spirit.

T

he wait for the long-anticipated spirit week is almost over! From May 10-14, the FBTA student body can
show off their lack of style and originality, without looking weird.
“It’s my last time I’m going to do it, so I’m going all out,” said Amberly, senior.
David, student body president, had his own advice to offer about the upcoming spirit week.
“The student council has planned days that we haven’t seen in awhile to bring out the student body’s
creativity, for example ‘Little Kid’ day!” David said.

April Fools
by Brianna, sophomore

A

pril fools jokes—everyone has either been the victim of them, or has been the instigator, but nothing is
worse than a total failure of a joke. From wrapping the spray nozzle of the sink with a rubber band, to
even claiming that one’s mother is pregnant, the list goes on and on. One day that will always be memorable
will be April 1, 2010.
There was a nervous excitement in room A-2 on that morning. Miss Dyck stood at the board giving her
lecture as the 10th grade sat and tried to seem innocent.
Then it happened. A shrill scream filled the room as someone cried, “Mouse!”
Our English teacher, Miss Dyck, just stood, completely undaunted by the interruption. She already
knew that something was going on, and so the joke turned out to be a total flop. In one’s attempts to prank
the teachers, he should never do such a thing during the lesson, else he may end up like the tenth grade — being laughed at for the prank failure.
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ecently the United States Congress passed the final version of the health care overhaul bill which has been
signed into law by President Barack Obama. Also known as
Obamacare, this extensive piece of legislation over one thousand pages long has sparked intense debates.
But how will this directly affect Fairfax Baptist Temple
Academy?
“I don’t see any immediate effects,” said Mr. Fender. “But
in the future the school will have to make a choice between its
current insurance and the federal government’s program.”
There can be more immediate, indirect effects as well. If
parents, especially small business owners, are unable to pay
for their employees’ insurance, they will be forced out of business. When that is the case, their children may have to leave
the school, raising tuition payments and expenses for Fairfax
Baptist Temple.
This law will also drastically affect the service we receive
at health-care facilities.
“I feel it’s going to dumb down our medical profession,”
Mr. Fender stated.
There is still hope. Over 30 states, including Virginia,
have challenged Washington’s right to force them to adopt
this measure. Now the case will have to go to the Supreme
Court for a ruling.
1 Timothy 2: 1-2 says: “I exhort therefore, that first of all,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men; For kings and for all that are in authority;
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and honesty.”
Make it a point to pray for our leaders that they would
have wisdom, and that our country will turn back to God.

Senior Writers’ Lab

U

nder the careful instruction of Miss Dyck, this year
the seniors had the opportunity to write many stories, poems, and articles using different sets of skills for
each. One assignment was to write a Bible story from a
reporter’s point of view.
Some of the finished stories are below:

Thousands Killed
by Judean Rebellion
by Oliver, senior

Y

esterday, men of the Assyrian Army woke to find
185,000 of their comrades slain, soldiers that had
been perfectly healthy the night before.
“I slept peacefully all night and woke to find thousands of faithful soldiers dead all around me,” said Emenallded, general Assyrian Army. “It was horrible.”
This mysterious slaughter ends a series of conflicts
that began when a Judean uprising challenged established Assyrian control just a few weeks ago. Because of
the heavy losses, the Assyrian king Sennacherib issued an
official decree for his army to withdraw to Nineveh.
Controversy surrounds the question of how the
scantily-armed Judeans achieved such a successful attack.
“The Israelites must have some sort of massive, secret weapon,” said Heknowzheeps, well-known scientist
and Assyrian engineer.
“Our gods must be mad at us,” said Bareleezurvivd,
Assyrian soldier.
King Hezekiah, the Israeli leader, gave all the credit
to his God.
“[Now] all the kingdoms of the earth may know
that thou art the Lord God, even thou only,” he said.
“Everyone knows that no god is powerful enough
to destroy so many in just one night, the deaths must
have originated with an entire theistic family,” retorted
Hezmanigodz, Egyptian philosopher.
Nevertheless, all agree that the Israelites achieved an
astounding tactical victory.

Cellmates’ Only Solace is Song
by Melissa, senior

Regional ODACS Short Story
by Bezi, 8th grade, 1st place winner at State

T

he time was almost up when a loud wail pierced the
early morning stillness. As he watched the shining
rays of the rising sun paint the sky with the colors of
the dawn, Joseph breathed a sigh of relief, cradling his
newborn son in his arms. The ladies in Nazareth had predicted that the birth of a healthy baby would take several
excruciating hours, even with an experienced midwife.
Yet he, a rough-hewn carpenter, had aided the delivery of
the Son of God in much less than that time!
He felt a feathery touch on his arm. Turning to
Mary, he noted the exhaustion that lined her beautiful
face, yet her eyes sparkled as she gazed at Jesus. “May I
hold him?”
“Rest a little first. Your ordeal has drained you. Jesus
will be here when you awaken, I promise.” He smiled to
soften the disappointment he knew he would cause.
Instead of protesting, however, his wife merely
laughed. “A mother is never too tired to carry her child.
To deny me that privilege is to deny the maternal instincts Jehovah, blessed be He, has given me. And you
wouldn’t want to do that in front of the Son of the Almighty?”
Joseph bit his lip. Though he didn’t want to overtax
his wife, his pride couldn’t let her get away with that argument. Good sense ruled out, however, and he gently
transferred the bundle to her arms.
Mary kissed the baby’s forehead, then tenderly
looked up at Joseph. “You will be a good father. I knew
that from the moment I saw you. So gain your strength
for the days ahead. Your vigil is ended.”
But ours is not.
Beyond the veil of time and space, a host of angels
guarded the stable faithfully. Their Lord lay in this small
stable, a vulnerable human baby without His power;
therefore, their job was to protect Him with all diligence.

Final Assault on the Allied Center at Waterloo
by Oliver, senior — Winner of the Free Verse Poetry Contest, Sr. Writers’ Lab

A

fter being captured and beaten, two missionaries,
Paul and Silas, were thrown in a Thyatirian jail because they cast out a spirit of divination.
The magistrate was appalled and angered at what
they had done, believing an act like this could not be
of God.
“These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our
city, and teach customs, which are not lawful for us to
receive, neither to observe, being Romans,” he said.
What alarmed him even more was that, according to the jail keeper, Paul and Silas sang, prayed, and
praised their God!
The jail keeper went on to say that a great earthquake broke out and the prison was shattered.
Fortunately, the cellmates demonstrated respect for
their jail keeper by staying in place, instead of escaping.
“It was incredible! Paul told me that everyone was
still in the prison and none had tried to escape!” the surprised jail keeper said.
Paul and Silas were rewarded for their good deed
and were told to depart in peace.

Hands
by Meghan, senior — Winner of the Fixed
Poetry Contest, Sr. Writers’ Lab
Stable
Fingers working,
Protecting, and helping
Toughened, calloused, forced to work by
Adam.
Dainty,
Tender, and soft
Fingers used for healing
Calluses of struggle and pain
From sin.

Suddenly, a cry of surprise rang out. One of the
angels had disappeared! In his place was a ribbon of
dark smoke that slithered to surround the angelic host.
The foul smell of evil permeated the air.
The cloud grew larger and materialized into a
legion of demons. Empty, hollow eyes the color of a
blood-red night of terror narrowed in preparation.
With a thunderous explosion, the swords of light
and the weapons of darkness clashed. The battle was
fierce, but one particular demon had his evil eye on
Jesus and used the violence as a distraction. He quietly
moved towards the manger.
An angel noticed the shadowy figure and hurried
to follow the demon. But he was too late. All he saw
was a blade of darkness plunging towards the tender
brow of the Son of Jehovah God.
“No!”
Mary’s eyes widened, as if she too saw the threat,
and clutched her baby to her chest tightly. “Yahweh!”
she cried.
The world froze.
She had called upon the Lord by His sacred name.
The power of the Name may have been unknown to
her, but all of creation held its breath.
Then the Lord spoke.
“My Son had not yet accomplished the work of
His Father. His time has not yet come. Begone!”
As quickly as they appeared, the demons vanished.
Yahweh had spoken.
Mary sensed a change in the air and relaxed. She
looked down at her son. “What just happened?” she
asked, not really expecting an answer.
“Abba,” Jesus said, grinning toothlessly at the sky
above them.

As the word reached each man of spine,
Shouts rang out across all the line.
“Vive le Emperour! En Avant!”
Witness the great phenomenon.
Imperial Guards were called to attack,
Drive off, or capture the Union Jack
That opposed the French over the hill.
Their mission more simply: to kill.
The assault by D’Erlon failed;
Hougoumont’s walls had not been scaled.
Nine thousand horsemen made no dent
In the foe, to France’s lament.
Their courage had no deterrent:
Napoleon’s troops were fervent,
And no soldier more than the Guard.
Fear? To be held in disregard.
Thus, the men formed into five squares,
The bayonets glistening in the air.
The Guard put their bearskin caps on.
The advance began in echelon.
The men marched steadily on, steadily forward, steadily in every step, steadily up the ridge.
Finally, the formation to descent the slope had begun. “Now’s your time!” cried Wellington.
The cannons roared. The drums rolled. The bullets ripped. The formations ruptured.
Would the Guard surrender?
										“Merde!”
							
The Imperial
						 Guard
				
Was shot
			To pieces
And retreated.
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Spring Fever

New Student Spotlight:
David

by Banna, junior

T

by Sina, sophomore

I

t’s highly unusual to see a new face appear in Fairfax during the middle of the school year; however,
this event did take place. David joined the Fairfax
Patriot’s 10th grade class during the very end of the
third quarter. He has adjusted very well, and made new friends.
“It’s really busy especially durring ODACS,” said David, as one of the things that
really stands out to him about this school.
A few fun facts about David are that he was born in Virginia and has lived here
all his life. He has only been out of the country once when he was three years old, on
a trip to Nicaragua. His favorite color is green, his favorite number is thirteen, and
like many other senior high students, his favorite class is study hall (if you could even
consider this to be a “class”).
David enjoys playing video games, playing guitar, and playing football. His favorite Bible verse is Isaiah 40:31, which is a great reminder that the Lord will bless
those who rely on Him and never give up. Thanks, David!

he arrival of spring brings a myriad of events. The phrase “spring fever” represents
more than just an overused cliché; it describes all of the enchanting occurrences
that take place in spring during the school year.
Spring sports are especially important at FBTA. Girls’ soccer is often the topic of
many conversations before, during and even after school, especially with their undefeated streak!
Holidays, like Easter, have come and gone, but the meaning is certainly a dominant theme all year round at FBTA. Other holidays that are a bit more discreet take
place in spring such as, Earth Day and Cinco de Mayo, that bring a fun twist during
the season.
With all of the great things happening during spring, as students, we must remember that school isn’t out just yet. Finals are coming up, and with that in mind, remember to finish strong because summer is right around the corner!

Appease the Sneeze
by Robert, junior

A

The Layout Process for The Patriot Press
by Josh, sophomore

T

he newspaper staff at FBTA learned many things this year about how to write a
good newspaper article. Whether it’s a sports article or a fun, informative article,
much work is put into the Patriot Press. Some of the most unseen work done for the
newspaper is completed in FBTA’s computer lab.
A small group of students volunteer their study hall time during the day, and sometimes even volunteer time after school, to work on the Patriot Press layout. Some may
think that layout is just pasting articles and pictures onto a piece of paper on the computer then printing it out, but much more work is put into the newspaper than one
may think.
For example, the pictures are changed into black and white with Photoshop and
modified to increase contrast and detail. The photos and articles are then placed in a
program called InDesign on the computer to be formatted and placed together to fit on
the page. Everthing is shuffled around several times to find the best fit.
These procedures and many others are completed in the time-consuming process
of newspaper layout. Overall, newspaper layout is not a small task, but it is definitely
a fun one!

AA, AAA, AAA CHOOOOOO!!!!!!!
Many times this infamous sound can be heard resounding throughout the
hallway, exiting from the various nasal passages of FBTA students—notoriously my
own.
I have been looking for various remedies to soothe my allergies brought upon by
the horrific antigens that plague my sinuses. I have tried multiple solutions, including
inhaling rubbing alcohol. This worked momentarily, but then it epically failed. Thus I
embarked upon my journey to conquer the pollen!
“I take a 24 hour allergy pill in the morning, and then I man up for the rest of the
day,” Mr. Niggl said.
We also have a teacher in our school who not only cares about her own battle
against allergies, but also for her class’s well-being in this sneeze-filled, runny nose
prevelant, and itchy time of the year.
“Allergies are horrible when you can’t go to sleep at night, when your eyes are
gummed shut, and you have a mouth full of flem in the morning,” Mrs. Naylor, the
allergy hero of the sixth graders, said.
Mrs. Naylor hates that feeling, and wanted to alleviate the pain of her students. She
felt the need to administer aid to her class, and has therefore begun to give eyedrops to
her students.
“Mrs. Naylor’s eyedrops help my eyes not to itch,” Millie, one of these thankful
students, said concerning those eyedrops.
There are many treatments to relieving allergy symptoms, ranging from different
medication to natural remedies. Many doctors think that natural remedies are very effective in fighting allergy symptoms. According to Mary Hardy of integrative medicine
at Cedars Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, “Using nature-based products can be a
very useful way to handle mild allergies and a useful adjunct for more significant allergies, and there are many types of treatments you can safely try.” The British Medical
Journal, a medical group in London, England, conducted a study that showed that
taking butterbur, a tablet made from the butterbur plant, may help with stopping grass
allergies. Grape seed extract and Vitamin C also may help fight allergy symptoms.
However, if one has moderate to severe allergies, a doctor should be consulted and
self treatment should be stopped, according to Dr. Hardy.
As many of FBTA students will soon be facing the onslaught of incoming allergies,
it is important to remember that one is not alone in this struggle and that together, with
many tissues to aid us in this fight, we will get through it!
Until next year . . .

End of Year! Word Search
E E A Y W L F K N N R G F Q H P I P U M
I P A X B R U P O A K E W D K T G I P X
I G G T E T H I O X I X M D E U O R H T
V M V E S S T U D Y D Q M M Q H O T S P
Q J D M Z A A M O L P I D D U G D R I G
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