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Starting the Year Off Right ... With Our Teen Revival
by Nate

T

his year we started the school year off with a teen revival. Many students think of the three days of revival as
routine. Maybe this is due to the fact that it is scheduled year after year. I would like to submit to you why this
is not so.
This year we were blessed to have Pastor Rusty Smith with us as our speaker. After listening to his heart-stirring
preaching, it is hard to call the teen revival a boring or routine experience. Through his energetic, down-to-earth
preaching, many decisions were made for Christ. Among those decisions, many students dedicated their lives to serving God, and still others surrendered their lives to do whatever God wants them to do. Many students provided special
music with a unique message to every listener.
This year, there was also a time of games and fellowship with other teens during the evening. This was a fun time
to bond with other Christian teens as well as get to know the speaker. After all this, how can you say that the teen revival this year was … routine? To those of you who didn’t attend this year, plan to come next year for a time dedicated
to growing in your Christian faith.

n the first day of September, excited cheers could be
heard throughout the gymnasium as the FBTA student body gathered for the unveiling of the 2008-2009
state championship banners for girls’ and guys’ soccer,
and girls’ and guys’ basketball. The Academy celebrated
school spirit by nominating one person from each class
and staff to play musical chairs.
“Even though I didn’t participate, it was really fun
watching,” said Hope, 6th grade.
The passing out of spirit sticks also added a whole
new level of excitement to the beginning of a new school
year and the beginning of new sports seasons. If you
bring them back with you to a game, you can get a hot
dog for half-price.
Reminiscing on past victories was inspirational for
all the teams to play their hardest and together win the
championship. Soccer co-captain David got a little emotional (ha-ha, David) saying, “I felt motivated when I
remembered all those good times.”
Whatever the outcome of the season is, remember
teams, All for Christ! (although, another banner would
be nice, too …)

Where There’s Smoke, There’s Fire
by Banna

I

t was a typical summer afternoon in the Kidd household; the children were lounging around the house, while Mrs. Kidd was out running errands, and Mr. Kidd was
preparing for the school year at the Academy. There was no sign that things were about
to take a turn for the worse.
A lamp cord in the boys’ bedroom began to burn. Soon, the fire reached the carpet
under a bed beside it, eventually burning the entire room and sending smoke throughout the rest of the house.
Many of us know the Kidd family as members of Fairfax Baptist Temple. Mr. Kidd
is the Administrator of the Academy, and Mrs. Kidd is the mother of their nine children, most of whom are students at the Academy.
Sam, 2nd grade, was the first to realize there was a fire and alerted the rest of the
children. Although the house itself did not burn down, the boys’ room was destroyed
and the interior of the house was completely damaged due to the massive amount of
smoke.
The Kidds stayed at a hotel for the next month, trying to get their lives back on
track, still in complete shock and disbelief as they realized they were left with only the
clothes on their backs. Mrs. Kidd admits struggling with coming to terms with the fact
that this was their reality.
“Not accepting it wasn’t an option,” she said.
From that moment forward, she did not see it as a tragedy, but as part of God’s
plan for their family.
The situation was also quite traumatic for the children, having lost sports and
ODACS trophies, and other items that had sentimental value. Even their parents suffered the loss of items important to them, such as Mr. Kidd’s high school baseball jacket,
and Mrs. Kidd’s favorite Nancy Drew books from her childhood. Thankfully, they were
able to salvage a few things, like photos of the children and their wedding album.
Throughout this difficult time, their faith in God has only become stronger. Even
though this was one of the most difficult experiences in their lives, they were never
bitter or angry towards God. God has revealed His control in their situation by blessing them with good insurance, allowing them to renovate the house, and keeping the
entire family safe. God also blessed them with an extremely supportive church family.
(continued on page 2)
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Above: The room where the
fire began.
Left: Smoke damage in the
next room where the intense
heat melted the plastic
hangers in the closet.

Fútbol Season
by Taylor

“

W

e have ‘meshed’ as a team, we have a good chance
at winning the championship,” said Robert, team
captain.
The Fairfax Patriot Varsity fútbol (soccer) team is
excited for this season. After losing nine starters, people
thought they had no chance this year, but they are already out to prove them wrong.
After a rocky start — losing three of their first 5
games—they had to face the top-ranked team, the
Heritage Patriots. After a hard-fought game, it ended in
a tie at 0-0. The tie motivated our Patriots leaving the
next two games in their favor: 4-0 against Faith and 7-2
against Keystone. Looking forward to finishing the rest
of the season strong, the fútbol team is excited for the
opportunity to bring home the third consecutive State
Championship.

Varsity Soccer
Fairfax vs. Victory
12-1
Fairfax vs. Bethel
1-3
Fairfax vs. Great Hope
4-0
Fairfax vs. Leesburg
0-2
Fairfax vs. Evangel
1-3
Fairfax vs. Heritage
0-0
Fairfax vs. Faith
4-0
Fairfax vs. Keystone
7-2
Fairfax vs. Evangel
2-2
Fairfax vs. Landmark
1-3
J V
S o c c e r
Fairfax vs. Evangel
1-1
Fairfax vs. Heritage
0-5
Fairfax vs. Faith
4-0
Fairfax vs. Evangel
0-1

by Sina

I

f you haven’t met Kelsey, a fun-loving, creative, and
self-described “crazy” senior, you’re missing out! As for
the majority of you who know her, I’m sure you all realize she is an amazing addition to our school. But, I bet
you didn’t know this about her:
Kelsey was born in 1992. [For all those mathematically challenged, this makes her 17 years old.]
Kelsey has lived in many different places, including
Montana, Missouri, Virginia, and Wisconsin, where her
family owned a farm. When asked, Kelsey said it was
fun living with 32 cows, 24 chickens, 31 cats, 14 dogs, 3
turkeys, and 3 rabbits, on 160 acres!
Kelsey’s favorite color is blue and her favorite number is 772, “because it is the most random, and you can
just ramble it right off.” Kelsey also likes Mountain Dew,
and spaghetti, and enjoys drawing as one of her hobbies.
Kelsey has four siblings, three of which are also actively
involved in this school. Her favorite phrase? “I didn’t
do it!”

Brianna
Josh
Camille
Carrie
Oliver

V o l l ey b a l l
Fairfax vs. Leesburg
Fairfax vs. Evangel
Fairfax vs. Heritage
Fairfax vs. Keystone
Fairfax vs. Evangel

Volleyball
by Brianna

F

BTA’s volleyball season has brought some great victories and few losses. The team this year has a strong
and optimistic attitude.
According to Kim, team captain, “We have a really
good chance this year. We’re playing as a group and not
as individual players.”
“This is the strongest team I’ve ever coached, as far
as athletically, academically, spiritually, and they have a
great attitude. I’m looking to take this team all the way,”
said Coach Reynolds.
Despite the fact that some said that this year would
be a rebuilding year for FBTA, this group of determined
girls desire to prove that they can rebuild quickly. As
they work hard, the stands are filling with fans that want
to follow them all the way to the championship. The
team is looking forward to an exciting, strong season—
All for Christ!

(continued from page 1)

Everything from their prayers, to cooking food for the
family, to gifts of clothing and Bibles, to a generous love
offering were a tremendous help to getting them back
on track. They saw how important it was to have a supportive church family at this time, and they thank God
daily for watching over them.
The Scripture reference that helped them most during the transition was Psalms 57:1 which says, “Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul
trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I
make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.”
The Kidds are currently living in a townhouse in
Lorton until the renovations on their old home are complete. They hope to move back sometime in the beginning of November. God has shown His power through
this situation, and the Kidds are not only a tremendous
example of strong Christians to FBTA, but to Christians
all over the world.

Melted trophies and burned dolls on a shelf
show how high the temperatures were in the house.
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New Student Spotlight
on Kelsey

Varsity Volleyball
Fairfax vs. Victory
Fairfax vs. Bethel
Fairfax vs. Great Hope
Fairfax vs. Leesburg
Fairfax vs. Evangel
Fairfax vs. Evangel
Fairfax vs. Heritage
Fairfax vs. Keystone
Fairfax vs. Heritage
Fairfax vs. Faith
Fairfax vs. Keystone
Fairfax vs. Evangel
Fairfax vs. Landmark
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If you are not on Newspaper staff,
but would like to submit an article,
artwork, or just an idea,
please see one of our advisors or
someone on the Newspaper staff.
We are especially interested in
perspectives from Elementary
and Junior High writers.
We are always open
to suggestions!

Advisors: Mrs. Deanna Dyck, Miss Amy Dyck
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Junior High
by Jenneth

A

t last! 7th Grade! All through our Elementary years,
we’ve been looking up to these junior and senior high
people. Now we’re them! What’s different about 7th grade
from 6th? What’s it like changing classes? What are lockers like? What other things do 7th graders get to do that
elementary don’t?
Lockers. Probably every one of us “sevies” have wanted a locker at least a little bit. You get to customize it as
your own! Most students try to get a middle locker, which
is the best way to go unless you have a lot of heavy books.
That’s the only time I wish I had a bottom locker.
What do seventh graders like about lockers?
“They are so much better than last year’s crates!” Rebecca said.
“We get to decorate them however we like ... our own
personal style. And we don’t have to carry backpacks everywhere,” Veronica said.
“You can decorate them, put pictures in them, and
make them ‘cute’,” Marissa said.
“They are just lockers. They’re places to put your
books in,” Susannah said with a shrug.
It’s also fun to change rooms between each class. I
still haven’t figured out how people can take bathroom
and drink breaks, and take their own personal time in the
small space of five minutes. You don’t realize how short
five minutes really is until you enter 7th grade. I’m scared
to death half the time because I might be late for class and
get a demerit!
What else is different? At lunch, you can share food
(which may not seem like a big deal, but you are not allowed in elementary). You can also use the microwave. We
can talk freely unless we get too loud, and we can get up
anytime we want. If we need to talk to someone at another
table, we can just get up without asking. What freedom!
Our homeroom teacher, Miss Maxwell, is really nice.
She has a great sense of humor and always tells us funny
stories about her and her sister and brothers. She keeps
good control of the classroom, but she can be funny at
the same time. Thanks for being our 7th grade homeroom
teacher Miss Maxwell!
And, of course, we couldn’t have made it to 7th grade
if it hadn’t been for Mrs. Naylor. The 6th grade is fortunate
to have such a great, funny, hilarious teacher! She trains up
her class in the way they should go, and when they are old,
they are ready for 7th grade! Thanks for helping us reach
junior high, Mrs. Naylor. We love you!

