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FBTA Walks

Elementary students also enjoyed participating in the Walk for the Lord fundraiser.

Students participate in Walk for the Lord fundraiser to upgrade school tech
by Jenneth, sophomore

O

n Saturday, May 18, the Academy held
a silent auction in order to raise funds
for an upgrade in our school’s technology.
Corporate companies donated many things to
help accomplish the goal of $25,000 dollars.
Premier jewelry, sphere chairs, Crayola sup-

plies, Nats v. Phillies diamond seat passes, an
autographed Titans poster, Mrs. Lewis’s personal artwork, and many other things were
quickly auctioned off throughout the evening.
On Monday, May 20, the students walked
around the soccer field several times praying
all the while for revival in the school and

country, as well as for other prayer requests
sent in from around the area and church. Each
student got his own free Walk for the Lord tshirt and lunch, with donated Giant apples,
after the first half day of the week, and the
girls got to arrive at school in capris, which
was a new record in FBTA history.
“It was a good way to get kids who don’t
normally do anything to get involved, and
I’m glad it’s going to go for getting new technology,” said Ricky, 8th grade.
“I saw a lot of people out there taking the
prayer requests seriously and really praying
as they walked,” said Mrs. Pigott, academy
teacher.
“Everything went smoothly and extremely
well,” summed up Hannah, junior.
Mrs. Darby has kept a count of how much
money was being brought in for several
weeks. A tube with measurements is filled
with M&Ms to show the students how
they’ve been doing. The 10th grade has kept
the lead, followed by 4th, then 12th.
For the auction, each class had specifically designed a basket to donate for the event.
Basket themes such as Summer Fun, Baker’s
Delight, and Car Wash Essentials were made
and auctioned off. Students also helped setting up and tearing down the gym and serving
punch, salads, and desserts in between.
Overall, the strive for flat screens and new
computers while walking for the Lord turned
out to be an exciting and spiritual event.

Congrats!
Student Council
and Class Reps
for 2013-2014

O

n Monday morning, May 6, student council nominees gave their
speeches in chapel.
Student ballots were totaled by the
office staff, and the announcement was
read over the speaker system. Congratulations to our new representatives! Remember to pray for them over the summer and next year!
Reagan, President
Mackenzie, Vice President
Hope, Secretary
Rebecca, Treasurer
Hannah, 12th grade rep
Susannah, 11th grade rep
Victoria, 10th grade rep
Haven, 9th grade rep
Jessica, 8th grade rep
Jay, 7th grade rep

Far Left: Victoria,
Veronica, and Hope,
freshmen, help with
serving during the
Silent Auction.
Left: Mrs. Darby
thanks Mrs. Mountjoy
for all of the volunteer
time that she donated
for our academy fundraisers.
photos by
Mrs. Dyck,
advisor

The class of 2013 spends
a week at the WILDS

The senior class grows closer to God and to each other
by Bethany, senior

D

uring the week of May 6, the senior
class of FBTA had the privilege of going to the WILDS Christian Camp for their
senior trip. Although the class had heard
many stories of senior trips to the WILDS in
years past, the class of 2013 was excited to
make their own memories, go on adventures
with each other, and discover new things
about the Lord.
Mr. and Mrs. Niggl accompanied the
class on their trip to the WILDS. The Niggls
lovingly gave devotions each night, and if
anyone had a specific question or need, they
were eager and willing to help in any way.
The seniors engaged in many fun activities
while at the camp. Some of these activities
included hiking to fourth falls, white water
rafting, paint balling, and a sand volleyball
tournament.
The hike to the fourth falls was on Tuesday of that week. It was a colder, slightly
rainy day which made the water at the waterfall extremely cold. Even though the water

was bitter cold, the class enjoyed jumping in
the water to get the "full experience" of the
falls.
Although getting to the waterfall may be
more of a downhill walk than a hike, the way
back to camp is truly a hike – climbing
straight up the side of a mountain. Some
members of the senior class were very apprehensive about this intense hike out of the
waterfall, but all nine of them completed the
hike successfully (no broken bones) and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
White water rafting is definitely a highlight of the senior trip from year to year, and
this year was no exception. On Wednesday
morning, all of the seniors loaded up on buses
and traveled about two hours south to the
Nantahala River. Because of the abundance
of rain in the days prior, the river was at a
record high.
While driving to the mouth of the river,
many rafting instructors were advising the
students about what to do in case one were to
fall out of the boat. The thought of falling out

The class of 2013 poses in front of the camp sign before driving back to Virginia.

of the raft was terrifying especially when
looking at the rushing water and the raging
current.
After instructions about how to hold the
oar and sit in the boat were given, the seniors
were ready to get out on the water for them-

selves, and contrary to prior fears about rafting and thoughts of falling into the river, none
of the seniors fell into the water and all of
them immensely enjoyed the scenic boat ride
down the Nantahala River.
(continued on page 6)
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Ice cream

It’s the delectable
summer confection that
everyone screams for
by Annie, freshman

D

ripping, slurping, licking, and loving —
just about everyone’s favorite summer
treat is ice cream.
“Vanilla. Well, I like it because it’s basically the only flavor I’ve ever eaten,” said
Josh, 8th grade, when asked what flavor is
best and why.
“Birthday Cake! Obviously (I like it) because it tastes good!” said Crystal, sophomore, responding to the same question that
was asked of her brother.
“Mint chocolate chip, and because my
favorite candy is mint,” said Chloe, 4th grade,
as she remembered her delicious treat. With
so many flavors to choose from, the decision
can be tricky. Not only are there hundreds of
different flavors, but there are also different
textures.
“Golden Oreo. Well, because Oreos are
my favorite cookies,” said Millie, freshman.
“Anything that Nathan’s Dairy Bar sells is
just plain good. Check out their Facebook
page!” said Jenneth, sophomore, as she remembered the only ice-cream shop of its kind
in Manassas.
“I will go between cookies and cream and
chocolate chip cookie dough. I love those
flavors because they hold the wonders of
Oreos and cookie dough put into ice cream —
absolutely amazing,” said Miss Quinlan, Eng-

It looks like this cup has gone to the dogs.
One major “lasting impression” for many students was the chapel services.

lish teacher, who has a notorious reputation
for loving ice cream.
“Well, I kind of like chocolate and vanilla.
I like it (chocolate) because it has a good taste
to it, and vanilla because sometimes I just like
stuff plain,” said Ashley, 4th grade.
“I really like soft serve. My favorite one
(flavor) is probably caramel with chocolate. I
like the creaminess, and they go really well
together and because I’m weird,” said
Corynne, junior, remembering the sweet essence of her favorite dairy product.
“Rum raisin. I like its fruity flavor and the
raisins that are in it,” said Mr. Castilla, school
bus driver.
Whether soft-served or hard-served,
strawberry or caramel, the legacy of ice
cream will live long in our taste buds.

Lasting impressions …
of our teachers

Students write about the influences of their teachers
by Hannah, junior

I

t is no secret that the theme for this year’s
yearbook is “Lasting Impressions.” Experts estimate that the average student will
spend 1,280 hours under the supervision or
guidance of a teacher! Therefore, whether
they are aware of it or not, educators have a
tremendous impact on the students that they
teach. Below are some “impressions” from
the student body:
Thank you, Mr. Fender, for being such
an awesome teacher for all the years I have
been here. In every class, I can count on
learning something good while having fun at
the same time. Thank you for your spiritual
emphasis in every class; it has taught me to
appreciate the little details in everything as
examples of God’s work.
— Elisha, junior

photo by Miss Quinlan,
English teacher

Engaged!

Miss Roeske and Mr. Murray
by Rebecca, sophomore

“I wrote a note in there for you,” he told
her after dinner. She hesitated, but took her
old journal out of his hands — the journal she
had kept since her high school years. She
flipped through her memories until she came
to the end of the book. “Will you marry me?”
And then, a ring.
“I was surprised. I wasn’t expecting this
until June,” said Miss Roeske with a smile.
Miss Roeske and her fiancé, Mr. Murray,
first met while shopping for food for a Singles’ Conference in February. They were in
the same Sunday school group at church.

Thanks to our staff

I

Mr. Murray was Miss Roeske’s first and
only boyfriend.
“When I was younger I had a desire that
the first person that I dated would be the one
that I would marry. In the past, I wouldn’t
date guys that I couldn’t see myself marrying,” said Miss Roeske.
Miss Roeske describes Mr. Murray as
caring, spiritually-minded, and an excellent
cook. Mr. Murray is an actuary and works
with statistics.
Our congratulations go out to this couple.
The wedding date is set for October 12, 2013,
with orange, red, and yellow colors to match
the fall season.

by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

wanted to say a public thank you to the journalism class for all of the hard work they
have done on the yearbook and newspaper this year. Even those of you who didn’t
think you enjoyed writing have improved so much, and the yearbook continues to get
better every year. I know the deadlines were tough, and the pressure during ODACS
was intense, but you all produced a great product. I appreciate the perseverance, and I
know our readers do as well. Have a great summer!

photo by
Mrs. Dyck, advisor

I am thankful for your humor, Mr. Niggl.
Whether it be a Monday — and we are all
tired, or a Friday — and we are ready for the
weekend, you always put a smile on my face.
— David, freshman
Thank you, Mrs. Wall, for your incredible dedication in choir. I have learned so
much under you, and for that, I am extremely
grateful.
— Emmie, senior
Thank you, Mrs. Dyck, for all the work
you did with the journalism class in yearbook
and newspaper this year. Your patient and
helpful spirit made getting the job done a lot
easier. I have personally enjoyed being on
yearbook staff and want to thank you for that
opportunity.
— Bethany, senior

I love keyboarding class because of Mrs.
Niggl’s happy laugh and fun games. She is a
really nice teacher and is always willing to
help me. Thank you, Mrs. Niggl, for everything.
— Carlie, 8th grade

Thank you for your constant help and
encouragement in speech class. It is very
much appreciated. Your smile is very calming during my speeches. Thank you, Miss
Quinlan, for all you have done.
— Corynne, junior

Thank you, Miss Roeske, for all you do
for us. We really do appreciate all the little
hints you give us to help us get through math
class. Thanks for sharing all your cat and
math humor and also for all the fun times in
GTA.
— Love ya, Socks

Whenever I go to Mrs. Pigott’s class, I
always know that she does her best to teach
us. Through her laid-back and gracious attitude, I have learned more than just how our
government works and the laws of economics; but also to be responsible, to be knowledgeable of current events, and to turn in my
homework on time. Thank you, Mrs. Pigott,
for teaching us.
— Reagan, junior

Thank you, Mrs. Hawley, because you
are always so nice and give me candy.
— Mackenzie, freshman
I love Mrs. Kidd because she is always so
sweet in the halls. She is also an AMAZING
substitute teacher! Thank you, Mrs. Kidd,
for teaching and caring about us.
— Gabby, 8th grade
Thank you, Bro. Boyd, for being chill
with a lot of stuff and letting us talk to you
anytime.
— Brian, sophomore
Thank you, Mrs. Groover, for an awesome year in English. I have enjoyed all your
funny stories and examples, especially your
interesting sayings. It always amazes me how
you take a complex concept and make it simpler. All your “little urchins” love you.
— Love, your favorite,
Katelyn, junior
While your jokes may be a bit corny, I
appreciate that you try to make class fun!
Thank you, Mr. Kidd, for all the laughs.
— Dan, sophomore

Thank you for pushing us to excel in
Physics and Calculus, Miss Roeske. It is
amazing what we can learn when you push us
to do better.
— Kyle, senior
You have been a great blessing to have as
a teacher. Thank you, Bro. Boyd, for putting
up with us and for all your encouragement.
— Nikoli, senior
Thank you, Mr. Niggl, for your good
teaching, personality and your fairness. You
are always willing to help out any student
who needs it.
— Kyle, junior
Thank you, Miss Roeske, for everything!
I have enjoyed your math class this year and
our talks between classes. I know that I’m not
the only one who was happy that you didn’t
give us a whole math lesson for homework!
Thanks for giving me math help, via Skype,
when I needed it. Thanks for being such a
great teacher.
— Jenneth, sophomore

Page 3

Words from the wise

Seniors leave school with parting words of wisdom
by Emmie, senior

A

s the 2012-2013 school year comes to
end, it not only signifies the end of
another school year, but also marks the end
of ten seniors’ high school careers.
Not only have these seniors lived
through many years of high school education, but they also encountered many life
experiences that they can take with them to
their next stage of life.
“Don’t waste time complaining about
the load of homework . . . just get busy
doing it and do it the best you can,” said
Bethany, senior.
Not only will complaining get you nowhere, but it also shows a lack of character.
Though the homework load may feel heavy
now, in the long term, it is for your benefit
and improvement.
“Have fun, but be mature and take it
seriously. Just because it’s almost over
doesn’t mean you’re there yet,” said Kyle,
senior.

The amount of truth in this statement is
overwhelming. Taking your grades seriously
in high school is essential. The information
you are learning now will provide a valuable
foundation to the education you will receive
in college. The effort you put into your work
now counts for your grades in the present and
will open up more opportunities for you to
study challenging subjects in the future.
“Keep your locker clean, don’t forget to
have fun when you can, and always share a
smile in the hallway,” said Camille, senior,
with a smile.
Though it may seem stressful sometimes,
school isn’t meant to be a torturous event.
While you should be trying to do your best,
you should also have fun. Strive to make your
classmates your closest friends. Make an
effort to talk to your teachers. You can learn
much more than just facts and how to solve
problems from them.
Make the rest of your high school days the
best of your high school days!

Class of
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The junior class shows off their personalities during a class photo session.

Looking ahead

Class of 2014 looks forward to its senior year
by Sarah, junior

A

cademy of Arts, handing out pizza during lunch, senior class trip to the
WILDS, and, most importantly, graduating
are just a few things that the junior class of
FBTA is looking forward to next year.
Academy of Arts is always a fun time for
the students at FBTA, especially the seniors
because most of them get bigger parts. For a
whole week of school, the students have practices, dress rehearsals, and hair and makeup
classes.
“I’m really looking forward to the memories that will be made seeing our school come
together as one big team,” said Kelsi, junior,
about Academy of Arts.
FBTA sells Papa John’s pizza every
Wednesday for $1.50 a slice. This is a fundraiser to help the senior class pay for its trip to
the WILDS in April. Even though the seniors
are required to wear hairnets, which are not a
favorite to most, they enjoy this time of working together. The junior class filled in for the
seniors one Wednesday while they went to
lunch at Mr. Fender’s house.
“Even though I liked wearing a hairnet and
had fun doing it, I missed my normal lunch
period,” said Elisha, junior.

Two weeks before school gets out for
the summer, the senior class takes its senior trip to the WILDS in Brevard, NC.
The seniors spend a week doing activities
like a rope course, white water rafting,
climbing the treacherous falls, and enjoying great preaching from God’s Word.
The nine-hour bus ride is also a great time
to make memories and enjoy getting to
know each other even more.
“I think I am looking forward to bonding with my class for one last time before
we head our separate ways,” said Keila,
junior, when asked what she is excited
about for the senior trip to the WILDS.
And lastly, graduation! This is always
an exciting day for the senior class to look
forward to. Months, weeks, days, hours,
minutes, and even seconds are counted
down until that one day when they are
officially done with high school. This day
marks a new beginning and is greatly
anticipated throughout the whole year.
“[I will enjoy] seeing my family happy, spending that moment with my
friends, and also moving on to bigger
things,” said Kyle, junior.

Donate your used books to FBTA!

Summer
marks the
time for

reading

What books are
waiting eagerly
on the shelves?

Summer reading begins with many new books to plunge into.

by Jenneth, sophomore

W

ith school ending and summer beginning, there is much more time to
enjoy, spend, waste, and use. Much of that
time is taken up by summer reading. Some
prefer purely fluffy entertainment, while
others enjoy historical fiction or biographies
to keep their brains from turning pure mush.
But in case you have come to a reading
roadblock, and have no idea where to go for
your next book adventure, there are a few
favorites amongst students that might just
pique your interest.
For early elementary, there are books
such as the Magic School Bus, Berenstein
Bears, and Amos—a story about a dog who
drives all over the city on a moving couch.
There are also classic kids’ books like Stone
Soup, Christina Katerina and The Box, and
Bartholomew and the Oobleck by Dr. Seuss,
which is about an unhappy king who wanted
something besides rain, snow, and hail, and
ended up with something called Oobleck.
For upper elementary, the Wishbone
Series, full of both retold classics and mysteries from a dog’s perspective, might be of
interest to you. There’s also Hank the Cowdog, Boxcar Children, The Black Stallion
series, Nancy Drew, Hardy Boys, the Amazon Series by Stan Best, the well-known
mysteries of Encyclopedia Brown, and the
Sugar Creek Gang, consisting of a band of
boys in search of adventure along the local
creek. There’s also The Dangerous Book for
Boys—a guide to everything any boy (and a
few girls) ever wanted to know about anything.
For junior highers, there’s Code of Silence, In the Hall of the Dragon King by
Stephen Lawhead (which is on the 9th grade
reading list, along with many other great

Senior high reading

W

books), and Twice Freed by Patrica St. John
(about Onesimus in the Bible). There’s also
science fiction and fantasy series like Invasion, Hunter Brown, No Place like Holmes,
The Kingdom Series, and Running Out of
Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix.
High schoolers might enjoy The Homelander Series and If We Survive both by Andrew Klavan, Swipe, and Wayback by Sam
Batterman, a member from one of FBT’s
daughter churches. The book is also in the
FBT bookstore. There’s also Joel C. Rosenberg’s books, and The Dreamhouse Kings, by
Robert Liparulo—a suspenseful science fiction series about a house’s rooms that travel
through time.
Well-known classics are The Scarlet Pimpernel, Sherlock Holmes, Animal Farm (on
the 10th grade reading list), and a Wrinkle in
Time. There’s also God’s Smuggler, an autobiography on Brother Andrew, who had the
adventure of smuggling Bibles behind the
iron curtain, and the Makers of History biographies by Jacob Abbot on important men in
history.
“The book grabbed me from the very first
word,” said Victoria, freshman, commenting
specifically about The Homelander Series.
“I love this book!” said Daniel, 5th grade,
about his copy of Hunter Brown.
(paraphrasing)
Although the library owns many of these
books, we’re always looking for book donations and suggestions to make the library’s
collection even better. So, if you find anything good over the summer, let us know!
Whether it be fantasy or classic, there’s
bound to be something to read over the next
few months. It’s just waiting to be picked up
from off the shelf.

by Collin, senior

hen most people think about summer,
they think about three months of rest
for the brain. Reading, however, is an easy
way to relax but still use your brain. You can
go anywhere while reading a book. A story
can not only be an adventure but can also be a
learning experience for the reader. I tend to
read books that explore both aspects.
I love reading, so in this article I am going
to give some suggestions of books for Senior
High students to read over the summer. These
books deal with heavy subjects so read with
caution.
My first suggestion is a Nobel Peace Prize
winning novel. Night, by Elie Wiesel, is a
true story about Mr. Wiesel’s experiences as
a young man in the Auschwitz and Buchenwald concentration camps. Along with his
father he struggles to survive. The book,
though short, is emotionally rending. It is a
story that must never be forgotten.
The second book I suggest reading is The
Death of Ivan Illych by Leo Tolstoy. It tells
the story of a man who climbs up the social
ladder then suddenly becomes sick. Tolstoy
challenges what is normal and causes his
reader to think about why he does what he

does. The novel is an excellent commentary
on what it means to be fulfilled in life.
For those who enjoyed Where the Wild
Things Are by Maurice Sendak, David Eggers wrote a novelization based on both the
childrens’ book and the screenplay written by
Spike Jonze. The novelization expounds on
themes brought up in the children’s story and
is highly applicable to teenagers and even for
educators. It deals with the emotions that
humans feel as they mature.
The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis is a
book that deftly explains the Christian fight
against temptation. The premise of the book
is a demon, Screwtape, writing letters to his
nephew, Wormwood, with advice on how to
best tempt the man that Wormwood has been
assigned to. Lewis writes strong satire on the
way Christians treat prayer and the people
that they interact with. The book would be
more appropriate for older readers.
These are but a few of my favorite books.
If you are looking for a good book and none
of the books I have listed interest you, come
find me, so I am sure I can find something
you will enjoy.

FBTA is collecting book donations throughout the summer for our used book sale in August. If you have any books to donate, please bring them to the academy office throughout the
summer. Books that can be used will be processed into our library, and duplicates or other books that are not sold at the sale are able to be traded in at McCabe’s and 2nd & Charles
bookstores for credit toward purchasing books that are needed.
Last year, over 1,000 books were donated or purchased and processed into our academy library, so your donations were much appreciated!
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How to stay involved this summer
Summer presents a good opportunity to serve God
by Rebecca, sophomore

church’s events to see what activities you
would want to try.
“I’m planning on staying in the teen group
over the summer. I’ve learned a lot from Bro.
Gary’s preaching, and I want to continue
building a good spiritual foundation before
college,” said Kyle Stevens, senior.
Witness. Try to go on visitation regularly.
If your church doesn’t have a visitation program, join FBT’s on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Another idea is to see how many tracts you can
pass out or how many people you can share
the Gospel with.

T

he next three months are yours to spend
doing whatever you want. With so much
time, you have the opportunity to do things
you never had time to do during the school
year.
You also have the opportunity to change,
which happens to the majority of people. This
summer, you have one of two choices: grow
stronger or weaker spiritually. Here are some
ideas to keep serving God in the summer.
Set goals. Be a doer not a dreamer. Take a
couple of note cards and write down goals
you want to achieve. Then, at the end of summer, take out your note cards and give yourself an A+ if you accomplished your goals.
Go to camp. Come to the WILDS Christian camp July 15-19.
“The WILDS is a safe environment where
you’re taught everyday about the Lord and
growing stronger,” said Susannah Schimkus,
sophomore.
“The WILDS has fun games and good
preaching,” said Hunter Hamilton, sophomore.
Memorize verses. Anything you don’t do
for God isn’t going to last in eternity. Church
has many opportunities you can take to serve
God. Make it a goal to memorize Bible verses
this summer. Talk to your pastor, youth pastor, or Bible teacher to get a list of verses you
could memorize. Ask a friend to keep you
accountable with your verses.
Get involved. FBT has a Wednesday
night service for teens at 7 p.m. that goes on
through the summer. Also, check out your

Serve God. Find a new ministry or event
where you can serve God. Volunteer at the
Community Fun Fest, VBS, Rapidan Baptist
Camp, or some other ministry.
“I’m working at Camp Rapidan this year.
It’s such a great experience,” said Christy,
junior.
“Being a camp counselor is hectic but
fun,” said Collin, sophomore.
The more time you have to do nothing,
the more opportunity you have to waste life.
You could take these three months to get
stronger spiritually. Become an expert at
something you’ve always wanted to do. Prep
for getting into your dream college. Or you
could spend your summer inside on the internet 24/7. You only have so many summers
left; make this one count!

by Camille, senior

Speeding through the driving rain,
Staring--mesmerized, I wait,
As wipers slap a musical refrain,
And dancing drops begin their gait.
The raindrops draw their wavy traces,
Across the glassy 'shield,
The slashing rain, tho, soon erases,
And clears their playing field.
Twin raindrops suddenly catch my eye,
Dangling idly near the top,
Then face each other as if to defy,
And begin a slow drip, then stop.
One shouts to the other as if to dare,
And challenges a race,
The other emits a poker-faced stare,
Then decides to set the pace.
The pair roll down an invisible track,
Leaving barely a trace,
Laughing and sneering at each other's back,
Both determined to win the race.

Volunteer at a church activity this summer or at the Community Fun Fest on Memorial Day.

photo by Mr. Stevens

Staff changes at FBTA

fter six years on staff as the administrator of FBTA, Mr. Gary Kidd is leaving to follow God’s will for
his and his family’s life.
“It was a difficult decision to make, but I believe the Lord is guiding and directing me every step of the
way. We have many great friends here, and I continue to recommend our school and church to anyone who
may be moving to the area and is looking to worship in a Bible-based, fundamental Baptist church. I appreciate your prayers, as we seek God’s direction for our family.”
Mr. Kidd and his family (and his bubbly enthusiasm and witty personality) will be sorely missed. We’ll
be praying for you, Mr. Kidd, and are looking forward to hearing about where God will use you next.

by Kelsi Rae, junior

W

ith just a couple of weeks left of school, summertime is on its way! Summer can
bring a lot of events with it as well as some “lazy days” here and there. So, if you
happen to be on your “lazy day” and are looking for something to do, here is a recipe for
an extremely easy truffle that you will love.
Steps:
Layer in truffle bowl:
Half of cubed cake
Pour ¼ c. coffee over cake
Half of pudding
Half of Cool Whip
Half crushed Heath bar
(Then layer in the exact order again as
given above)

“It’s delightful and a refreshing summer treat,” said Camille Gullotta, senior, when
describing what she thought of the truffle cake.
“How did I miss this amazingly outrageous dessert?” said Kyle Stevens, senior, when
finding out that he missed the class we ate it in.
“I am definitely planning to assign more recipes to be added to the newspaper,” said
Mrs. Dyck, journalism advisor, “especially when they are brought into class for us to sample.”
Whether you like cake or not, you will find this truffle very refreshing and tasty. So all
I can say now is “Enjoy!”

Suddenly! The victor claims his prize,
But who? You'll never guess!
Both raindrops fly into the skies,
The lashing wind is the real success!

Students are excited
as summer is fast
approaching

Easy, yet
Delicious

Recipe for a
chocolate truffle cake —
a delicious summer treat

One swerves unwillingly then takes a right,
Mimicking a train,
Almost nearly taking flight
He gets back on track again.
The other soars ahead just then,
Glancing back behind,
He's too absorbed in where he's been,
To realize he's in quite a bind.

A

Ingredients:
1 Chocolate cake mix- Bake in 9x13 pan
according to directions. Cool, then cut
into cubes
2 Small boxes instant chocolate puddingmix made according to box directions
½ Cup coffee
4 Heath candy bars-crushed
8 oz. whipped cream (Cool Whip-thawed)

The
Raindrop
Race

by David, freshman

A

fter a very long and busy school year,
summer is finally just around the corner.
Warm weather, relaxation, and having no
school are some of the many things we look
forward to. No more papers to write. No more
cramming for a quiz or test the class period
before. No more trashed lockers. No more
homework to do. And no more sleep deprivation.
What are students most looking forward
to?
“Sleeping,” said Mackenzie, freshman.
“Sleeping, vacation, watching TV, having
no homework, sleepovers, and swimming,”
said Alyssa, freshman.
“Preparing for soccer,” said Hunter, sophomore.

The Patriot Press
is a student-run newspaper of
Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy
6401 Missionary Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-323-8100 • FBTministries.org
Mrs. Dyck, Advisor

Summer is a time of hanging out with
friends. Whether it be at a sleepover at a
friend’s house, or just at a Starbucks chilling
out, you will always have that awesome feeling that school is done for the whole summer.
It can also be a time to get to read God’s
Word more than you would during a school
year. It is a time of refreshment to relax your
brain. There are so many memories that you
will remember, whether it be flipping through
a yearbook or remembering that day of Revival or Missions Conference that got you
closer to God.
But it will also be a time of goodbyes to
our beloved seniors that will be heading off
this-coming fall for college.
So just enjoy summer while it lasts. Time
flies when you are having fun.

Jenneth, Newspaper Editor
Kyle, Photography Editor
Bethany Yearbook Editor
David
Annie
Camille
Collin

Sarah
Emmie
Rebecca
Reagan
Victoria
Kelsi Rae
Hannah
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Yearbook
dedication
F

riday, May 3, was a much anticipated
day as the students awaited the final
hour of school — the time when yearbooks
would be handed out to eager hands. The
student body enjoyed the year-in-pictures
slideshow and music put together by Jenneth
and tried to guess the yearbook dedication
recipient.
As the description was finished, Mr.
Niggl came forward to the platform to receive the dedication yearbook filled with
signatures from the journalism staff. Congratulations, Mr. Niggl! Well deserved!

Letting loose

Students find eating outside a great way to relax
and enjoy the spring weather
by Victoria, freshman

B

reaking the routine is not only brain
stimulating, but also a lot of fun. With
all the stress of ODACS over, the FBTA student body has decided to loosen its belt for the
last stretch of this school year. One favorite
activity is eating outside. This opportunity
was made possible by the hard work of last
year’s interns. The clearing to the right of our
school entrance is now poison ivy-free and
perfect for enjoying the outdoors.
“I think that eating outside is a great way
for students to enjoy their lunch a little more
and get some fresh air at the same time,” said
Gabby, senior.
The picnic tables outside are used mostly
for sports meetings, lunch, and parties. However, others have been able to ask someone on
staff to supervise those who wish to eat their
lunches under the trees. This dining experi-

ence is especially popular among the 7th and
8th grade girls.
“We just talked, and it was fun!” said
Leah, 7th grade, who has eaten outside three
times.
“It’s nice because you get to feel the
breeze and hear the birds. It gives you a break
from being in the atmosphere of all this
school, even though I’ve only eaten outside
once,” said Gabby, 7th grade.
Building new memorable events can be
traced to the shaded tables outside our school.
One such occurrence was the post-ODACS
orchestra party.
“We ate ice cream sandwiches,” said
Crystal, sophomore, recounting her story of
the orchestra party. “It was kind of windy, but
the ice cream was very good.”
Whether for an official gathering or just
for fun, the shaded tables area is a great place
to kick back and snack.

Posters, papers, and projects
Oh my!

Fairfax students expound upon perplexing end-of-year projects
by Reagan, junior

W

T
" he 2013 girls soccer season ended with only 2 losses and a 2nd place trophy for the ODACS State Tournament. After losing to Leesburg twice in the regular season, the girls knew the championship game was going
to be tough, but the Lady Patriots played the hardest they had ever played, gave their best on the field, but
fell short of beating Leesburg by the score of 1-0. Bethany, senior, Susannah, sophomore, Lily, freshman,
and Diana, 8th grader, were named to the All-tournament team of the tournament. Overall it was a great
season, and the FBTA women's soccer team has much to be proud of."

Scavenger Hunt
by Kyle, senior

W

e all walk these halls daily and would probably say that we know the school pretty well.
But do we pay attention to the details? In various rooms around the school are the objects in the pictures. They can either be in plain sight or hidden. Find the object. Get your binoculars out and start the hunt!

ell, for the thousandth time, the school
year is ending quickly and summer is
on its way! Only a few short weeks and then
summer—but a few mountains still need to be
overcome before summer vacation.
Toward the end of school every year,
many classes have large projects due when
students are ready to escape the hallways of
school into the sunshine of summer fun.
Whether the infamous science project or a
dreaded research paper for English, the workload differs from grade to grade and generally
increases as the student’s experience widens.
“We have a research paper and a history
paper for Mr. Fender,” said Nathan, freshman.
The freshmen class struggles to make good
use of their time while juggling multiple assignments at once.
“I have a research paper for Mrs. Groover
and a twelve-page paper for Baptist Distinctives,” said Nikoli, senior.

Some of these projects can seem a little
over-burdening at times, but an experienced
student knows how to handle the load.
“I always try to balance my time appropriately and do my homework in study halls—
when I can!” said Gabby, senior.
Though the long-term projects that students spend their last reservoirs of energy on
can seem tedious, monotonous, and not fun
by any stretch of the imagination, they do
teach an important lesson. The necessity for
focused, diligent workers is high in today’s
economy; these challenging tasks assist the
production of such workers here at school.
The opportunity to grow in one’s educational and moral characteristics is not something to be laughed at and put off, but it is
when students take the initiative to do well in
their classes and yes, as well as those many
projects and papers, that they truly benefit
from the assigned workload.
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FBTA student places 2nd in national competition
Congratulations to Annie, freshman, on her 2nd place win in the National AACS Junior
High Poetry Contest. Her winning poem is reprinted below:

My Reflection
by Annie, freshman

Chris and Nikoli riding the giant swing and proving they weren't scared at all.

The class of 2013 spends a week at the WILDS
(continued from page 1)
Paint ball games and the sand volleyball
tournament occurred on Thursday afternoon.
The boys of the class of 2013 were on the winning team of paint ball, and even though the
volleyball team didn't win, those that participated had a lot of fun just playing the game
and getting to know each other better.
While all of these activities were fun and
sweet memories were made, the most important part of the week was the time spent
around God's Word.
Every morning and evening, Rand Hummel
and Matt Herbster challenged the seniors with
messages from the Bible. The theme of the

messages was to equip the young adults for
the next phase of their lives – leaving home
and going to college.
Messages about having a personal devotional life resonated in the hearts of the seniors, and many decisions were made to have a
consistent time in God's Word on a daily basis.
The last night of the senior trip, the class
of 2013 had the opportunity to meet together
with Mr. and Mrs. Niggl and openly share
what God had been doing in their hearts.
Tears were shed and laughs were shared while
looking back on what a wonderful week it had
been.

Seniors seek God’s will

Seniors give advice from their personal experiences in making college decisions

With leaves crinkling and crunching as I walk the forest floor
I hear the breezes sighing as they caress my face.
When following a lighted path of sun, I stop at a crystal pool’s shore.
While stooping down to take a draught, the waters shimmer a trace.
Their tremors reveal a secret: my reflection.
I gaze at the ghostly figure on the water’s still face,
Whose eyes seem to shine with the unnatural bright joy of life.
My finger gradually lingers on the still, placid place,
Where the cool waters stir under the slightest touch of strife,
Here lies the dream of my reflection.
The luminous skin of the double staring back at me,
Dances and twinkles in the rays of the setting sun.
It being so bright ‘twas difficult to see,
The exact duplicate of me being the one,
Who is my reflection.
While ascending to my natural height,
My Lord’s whispering breath rustles through the eve.
Throughout the foliage, Jehovah declares,
“Thou art precious in my sight.
Beauty fades and so shall you, but stay close to me,
your character shall not leave.
This, my child, is the most important reflection:
The reflection of thine heart.”

by Bethany, senior

W

here a student attends college will
often determine an entire life’s
course, and although only 6% of the students
of FBTA are currently faced with making
college decisions, choosing which college to
attend is a vital decision in the life of all high
school seniors.
Uncertainty, doubt, and numerous questions often accompany the important decision
about where to attend college, but fervent
prayer and wise council can help decrease
any doubt or uncertainty when making the
decision.
“I wanted to decide what college to go to
based on what God wanted for my life, not
necessarily what I wanted,” said Emmie, senior, “so I prayed every day asking God to
show me what His will would be for college.

It’s amazing the peace you will feel once you
finally make a decision based on God’s will.”
Seeking God’s will in little decisions, as
well as the big ones, should always be a priority for Christian, and choosing a college is
no exception.
Visiting the prospective college will also
give the upcoming college freshman insight
about whether to attend that college.
“I visited a lot of colleges, saw what I
liked, what I didn’t like, and prayed for
God’s will,” said Collin, senior.
“I prayed about West Coast [Baptist Bible
College] a lot,” said Gabby, senior, “and
when I visited the college, I was sure it was
where God wanted me.”
Another aspect to consider when making
this decision is the major or career that the
student is interested in pursuing.

Closing with a song

Spring concert sets off the last scramble of the year
by Victoria, freshman

O

ne of the last main activities on people’s
school calendars is the spring concert. It
is also the last chance for seniors to dress up
in ODACS garb. This year, the orchestras,
choirs, and many other groups gave their final
works on May 3, 2013.
The senior high orchestra presented songs
from The Sound of Music with Bethany in the
lead of both orchestras. While Mrs. Wall was
masterfully sharing her talent on the piano,
Bethany began the last orchestral piece of this
school year.
“It was like a summing up of all my high
school years so it was special. It was relaxed
and not stressful. Starting the last song came
to me naturally because I’ve been a leader in
the orchestra,” said Bethany, senior.
Mr. and Mrs. Wall talk about this past
school year as we wrap things up.
“I thought they did fantastic, and the orchestra was one of the favorite things of the
evening. We stayed together so well, and it

was very fun to combine the Jr. and Sr. high
orchestras! We had only a month and a half
to put it all together. There is always room for
improvement, but overall, I thought it was a
fantastic year, and it was a lot of fun! Next
year, I hope to have the orchestra accompany
the choir and mix both orchestras at least one
time,” said Mrs. Wall.
“Everyone was very prepared. It was a
wonderful program and I was very pleased
with how the young people performed. I
thought everyone did a good job and the Lord
was glorified,” said Mr. Wall.
“I think we did a good job. Some of the
people deserved the awards, but next year, we
need to work harder and get more practice
time in,” said Matthew, 7th grade.
For all musicians, keep practicing your
instruments and voices over the summer. Use
your talents for God’s glory all the time and
have fun!

“I found a college that had my major, and
I earnestly prayed about my decision,” said
Camille, senior.
“I was praying about which college to go
to, and I wasn’t really sure where I wanted to
go until the Lord allowed me to visit one of
the schools,” said Nikoli, senior, “and the
Lord started to open doors of the career that I
was looking into. The Lord finally settled it in
my heart that he wanted me to go to Maranatha [Baptist Bible College].”
“I knew I wanted to go to a Christian college with an excellent engineering program,”
said Kyle, senior, “and after praying about it,
I had peace about where I should go.”
After going through the process of choosing a college, this year’s senior class has

M

learned to trust God and wait on His perfect
timing.
“My advice to upcoming college students
is to make sure you are in God’s will,” said
Kyle, “and [the college you choose] is an
environment where you can grow both mentally and spiritually.”
“I would advise all students to put careful
prayer time aside to ask the Lord for guidance on where to go to college,” said Nikoli.
“I would advise future seniors to start
thinking about what they want to do far in
advance of when they really need to decide
[about a college],” said Camille. “Also,
make sure they know that what they want to
do is also in God’s will for their lives.”

usic awards were handed out during the spring concert. Congratulations to the
following students on their achievements:

Ricky S—Jr High Choir Music Leadership Award
Gabby L and Haven Z —Jr. High Choir Servant Leadership Award
Leah K — Jr High Choral Group Music Leadership Award
Enoch P and Joshua P —Jr High Orchestra Music Leadership Award
Alexis A —Jr High Orchestra Servant Leadership Award
Bethany S — Sr High Choir Music Leadership Award
Daniel A —Sr High Choir Servant Leadership Award
Elisha L —Sr High Choral Group Music Leadership Award
Vanessa C —Sr High Choral Group Servant Leadership Award
Bethany S —Sr High Orchestra Music Leadership Award
Emmie O —Sr High Orchestra Servant Leadership Award
Camille G —Sr High Handbell Music Leadership Award
Katelyn B and Christy H —Sr High Handbell Servant Leadership Award
Jr High Orchestra Practice Consistency Awards:
Enoch P (111+ hours)—1st place
Leah K (95+ hours) —2nd place
Alexis A (90 hours) —3rd place
Sr High Orchestra Practice Consistency Awards:
Bethany S (178+ hours)—1st place
Christy H (134+ hours) —2nd place
Camille G (126+ hours) —3rd place

