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Recap:
Open House
and Bring a
Friend to
School Day

Resolvers
for 2013

FBTA opens up for
prospective students
by Hannah, junior

O

n Monday, January 21, Fairfax Baptist
Temple Academy hosted its first Open
House and Bring a Friend to School Day.
Preparations for this special day began
long ago.
“Staff, teachers, alumni, and students all
did their part. Jenneth did an incredible job
making a video of many events at FBTA.
Several alumni took time to record why
FBTA is so important to them. Thousands of
invitations went out to local homeowners,
phone calls were made, and students invited
their friends for this special day. Overall, a lot
of effort was put in. Job well done,” wrote
Mrs. Darby, project manager.
The prospective students arrived on Monday morning at 9 and were taken to their classes to observe the classroom in action. After a
brief welcome by Mr. Kidd, the parents were
also permitted to sit in the classrooms until
chapel at 10.
The entire student body, as well as the
guests, were combined for a special chapel.

2013

The academy display featured information about the school,
as well as a few monitors with the video done by Jenneth.

This chapel included performances by the
Sunrise, Sunbeam, and Sunshine choirs in
addition to the performances by the Jubilaires and the combined Junior and Senior
High Choir.
Additionally, the 6th grade did a choric
reading of Paul Revere’s Ride by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow. Shortly thereafter,
Mr. Niggl brought a message from God’s
Word.
The Open House in the evening was
combined with a Parent Teacher Fellowship.
Mr. Kidd, administrator, took this opportunity to highlight FBTA and its achievements.
He stressed three important things: FBTA
was the leading school in our area in regards
to the Biblical instruction given, FBTA was
leading academically in addition to the spiritual emphasis, and FBTA was a leading
academic institution with a qualified faculty.

Several announcements were made for
which many had been waiting. First, there will
be no increase in the registration fees, supply
fees, sports fees, and lab fees. Second, elementary rates would be decreased across the board.
FBT members with one child enrolled will
receive a discount of 20% and families with
more than one child enrolled, will receive a
25% discount.
Additionally, no classes will be combined in
the upcoming year and a full-day K4 program
will be implemented. The administration will
also begin to research the possibilities of Advanced Placement testing and dual credits for
certain classes.
Mr. Kidd made sure to mention that current
operations will be examined further for any
internal improvements.
Overall, the response was excellent. We
hope and pray that the Lord will use this opportunity to bring glory to his name.

Along with a new year,
2013 can bring a new
you. Pick your resolution and stick to it!
by Rebecca, sophomore

O

n Jan. 1, 2013, if you weren’t catching
up on sleep from the night before, you
may have made a resolution — a goal or a
motto that you were determined to follow to
the end of the year.
Some may have made a resolution to
improve.
“For me to be a better sister and to get
good grades,” said Veronica, freshman.
“To run two miles every day and get
ready for soccer this fall,” said Hunter, sophomore.
“Learn a medical term every couple of
days,” said Keila, junior.
Ironically, for some, their resolution was
to not make a resolution.
“I daily resolve to do things,” said Mr.
Wall, IT.
“Since people usually break their resolutions, I’m going to try for being fat and lazy
and see what happens,” said Jenneth, sophomore.
“It’s a waste of time,” said Elisha, junior.
For others, their resolution was simple.
“To get through this year,” said Caitlyn,
junior.
“To live past 2014 and have a good time
in Senegal, Africa,” said Crystal, sophomore.
Whatever resolution you made, how well
have you kept to it? It’s the end of February.
You have just 10 more months left!

Behind the screens on the Journalism staff
A simple overview of what goes on in the computer lab
by Jenneth, sophomore, newspaper editor

A

lot of things that go on behind the
screens of the Journalism staff are top
secret, such as the yearbook cover and dedication, but there is also discussion on future
newspaper issues, latest stories, and events,
and yearbook deadlines that we must deal
with every week.
We begin class discussion about the next
newspaper only a week after the current
month’s issue is published and distributed.
Sometimes, we even cover two months at
once. We brainstorm on topics relating to
upcoming events, such as ODACS, meetings,
tournaments, holidays, trends, revivals, or
anything that might be interesting or informative to the student body. We then assign articles to each staff member and begin handing
out deadlines for rough drafts due the following week—which requires plans for pictures
and captions.
When we are not writing articles or annoyingly snapping pictures of your face, we

are usually working on the much-anticipated
yearbook. This immense project started even
before the summer was over, when our yearbook editor, Bethany, senior, met with our
advisor, Mrs. Dyck, to discuss dedication and
theme ideas. We also have a book that is
bursting with sticky note tabs of all sorts
called the “Look Book” which quickly becomes the editor’s closest friend when
searching for inspirational layouts and
themes for the yearbook.
The process of creating the yearbook continues in the first weeks of classes. We are
assigned news articles, while being taught
basic writing tips. The “Rule of Thirds” and
“Leading Lines” are important to improve
our photography, leading to good yearbook
and newspaper pictures.
After being assigned which classes and
pages to design in the yearbook, we begin
diligently uploading hundreds of photos and
placing the best ones into Bethany’s layout
ideas for each page—which are the result of

many long hours on the online software,
Yearbook Avenue.
Deadlines are an extremely important
part of the yearbook. The cover is the first
deadline, due toward the beginning of the
year. Most of the responsibility for this is on
the yearbook editor. Second is the first half
of the yearbook, which must be finished in
January, and the last half finished by March.
Believe it or not, the staff still has more
to do. In the last months of school, we put
together a slide show for the end of the year,
and it is shown during the yearbook dedication and distribution ceremony. This project
takes countless hours staying late after
school and working during extra study halls,
making sure we choose just the right pictures
and the right music to play in the background.
At the end of the year, the staff is exhausted, but very content with their work.
Out of all of us, the most relieved will be our
yearbook editor, Bethany.

“The 2013 edition of the Patriot displays
the 2012-2013 year as one with many lasting
impressions,” Bethany, giving us a sneak
peek on the 2012-2013 yearbook’s theme.
“The teachers, classmates, and other mentors
have all left an impression on the lives of the
students of FBTA. Because the yearbook
tells the story of the impact of a school year,
students and teachers alike will be able to
remember this year as one that God used to
impress His will and way into their lives.”
Keep a lookout for more sneak peeks, as
we might just decide to let something small
slip every once in awhile. Also, for article
ideas, anyone is welcome to write a newspaper article for the Patriot Press. It is a good
way to get writing experience and to show
initiative, and it improves your chance to be
selected for the staff next year. (See either me
or Mrs. Dyck.) We’d especially love it if you
wanted to be one of our honorary photographers, as it seems like we can never get
enough pictures!
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Love is in
the air . . .
or is it?
Looking at the true
meaning of love
by Emmie, senior

New year
equals
another
chance

Students are encouraged to use the new
year to the fullest
by Reagan, junior

January 1st— It is the start of a new year,
another chance, and the midpoint of the
school year. Spiritually, this is the time to
look back and admire all that has been accomplished and then look to the future toward
all the daunting hard work ahead. Some resolve to have better devotion habits, live life
to a fuller extent, and, of course, lose weight;
but only those with set goals will actually
attain their desires.
“[I want] to be happier, and definitely be
more consistent in my devotions . . . and still
have no regrets,” said Kyle, senior.
When one is more consistent in his devotions, he maintains his walk not only with
God, but with others as well.
“I want to hang out with my friends tons
more!” said a bubbly Hope, freshman.
Certainly time with friends and loved ones
makes the years more and more special.
As time keeps on ticking, there are some
things that people wish to change about their
circumstances and surroundings. One thing
that comes to mind is the not-too-distant graduation for the seniors.
“I can’t wait to go to college,” said Gabby,
senior. “I’m really excited and have lots of
plans!”
Although the future may hold exciting,
new environments, wishing life away can
become a startling reality. Just keep a level
head and prioritize time accordingly. And do
not worry: there is still plenty of time to make
the most of this new year.
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n February 14, people all over the world
celebrate their love for each other.
While Valentine’s Day is often looked at as
an exciting romantic holiday, many spend it
with feelings of disdain.
“Valentine’s Day is annoying . . . unless
you’re married. I just don’t like it,” said Sarah, junior.
“Valentine’s Day is not my favorite holiday at all,” said Hope, freshman.
Typically Valentine’s Day is looked to as
a day to show your love for a significant other, but it doesn’t have to be.
Dictionary.com defines love as “a feeling
of warm, personal attachment or deep affection as toward a parent, child, or friend.”
Valentine’s Day, the day of love, should
not just be about that special someone, or lack
thereof, but also a day to express your love
for your friends and family.
Nikoli, senior, said it best when he said,
“Valentine’s Day is fun!”
So rather than feeling disgusted by this
love-filled holiday, take time to show your
loved ones how much you care.

It’s the tech, the tacky,
and the thoughtful

Some Christmas gifts you may not have expected
by Annie, freshman

O

ne of the best known traditions of the
Christmas season is giving gifts. For the
students of FBTA, good friends and family
are known for their thoughtfulness for one
another.
“I got a video camera that’s shockproof
and works underwater from my mom and
dad!” said Crystal, sophomore, after thinking
over her gifts for a while.
“I guess the most thoughtful thing I got
was $300 from my grandparents,” said Nathan, freshman.
“Hmmm, I have to say my fuzzy socks,”
said Julia, 4th grade, for the practical stocking
stuffer.
“Well, my grandma always gives me
weird ‘stocking stuffers,’ and this year she

“Pizza Hut
challenge”

Book
Review:

FBTeens compete
to see how much
they can eat
by David, freshman

Where the
Wild Things Are

I

by Collin, senior

In Where the Wild Things Are, Maurice
Sendak weaves a tale of growing up and of
dealing with emotion.
Maurice Sendak won a Caldecott Medal
for Where the Wild Things Are.
“It teaches you a lot about the conflict that
children go through. It is not just about kids;
it is a bigger story, more universal,” said Meghan, alumni, when asked how the book
changed her perspective on childhood.
The children’s book tells the tale of a boy
named Max, a wild child whose mother sends
him off to bed without dinner for tearing
around the house while wearing his wolf suit.
While in his room, his imagination makes a
forest grow and an ocean form with his own
private boat sailing to pick him up. He sails
for a long time and finally reaches an island
where the wild things live.
The wild things threaten to eat him up, but
Max looks at them fearlessly. They declare
Max their king. The wild things play wildly
for a while until Max declares that they must
stop, and he sends them to bed without any
supper. However, Max is lonely and wants
better things, so he sails away again with the
calls of the wild things resounding behind
him, “Oh please don’t go. We’ll eat you up
we love you so.”
He sails “over a year . . . in and out of
weeks and through a day” and finds himself
in his own room, supper waiting for him.
The most touching line ends this story: “And
it was still hot.”

gave me a princess paint set,” said Lily, freshman, recalling her surprise when she opened
the gift.
“Well, I didn’t really get anything techy…
I did get money! The most thoughtful thing I
got was this pair of really cool earrings from
my mom, and she went through a lot to get
them,” said Brianna, missed alumni of FBTA.
“I didn’t really get a technology thing for
Christmas, but I did get an umbrella that goes
up and down all by itself!” said Mrs. Pigott,
senior advisor, laughing to herself.
“I got an electronic thing, but it wasn’t
tacky. My wife gave me a new DVD player,
which was very thoughtful. We had to get rid
of the other one because it was getting very
sick,” said Mr. Niggl, Jr./Sr. high science
teacher.
So, whether tacky, technical, practical, or
thoughtful, getting any kind of gift usually
means that someone cares about you.

Themes flood this story with meaning for
children all the way up to adults. Max represents a typical carefree child who takes little
to no responsibility for his actions. When he
travels to the island of the wild things, he is
traveling through his churning emotions.
The wild things stand for his personality
traits, especially his wild nature.
The wild rumpus that he and the wild
things have represents indulging in his crazy
nature as he had been doing at home. After
he sends them off to bed without supper, he
discovers the emptiness of being “king of the
wild things.”
When he departs, he is symbolically leaving the childish things of his past behind him,
and moving forward. The beautiful line at the
very end shows that there is always forgiveness and care from a parent no matter
what.
“It gave a different perspective on what it
was like to grow up, because you look at
Max and wonder why he is acting so childish. You start to see yourself in the wild
things and in Max and realize that it is not as
easy to grow up and be mature,” said Cameron Hawley, alumni and former president,
summarizing the book.

t was a cold winter afternoon on a Saturday when the FBTeens piled onto the bus.
There was the usual roar of them talking but
not just about any topic. They were talking
about the first-ever held Pizza Hut challenge.
After the thirty minute bus ride, the questions began: Who would win the challenge?
Would it be Brian or Nikolai? The rules were
to save the pizza crusts to compare how
many slices were eaten. Soon the rush of
eating pizza began!
There was Brian eating pizza non-stop,
along with Nathan, Timothy, and Bassam,
and Nikolai stacking his plate to the top with
pizza. After an hour and a half, the rush was
over. Brian had twenty-four crusts; Bassam
had twenty-three; Timothy had twenty-two;
Nathan had twenty-one; and Nikolai had
seventeen.
“The pizza eating contest was great!” said
Bro. Boyd, youth director. “We had over 50
people attend. Not everyone joined in the
contest, but many did. I thought I would be
able to keep up with the best of them, but I
realized I would have to take my training
more seriously if I hope to be competitive at
next year’s contest!”
The challenge was a success. The reward
was a gift-card to Pizza Hut … and the teens
decided they will not want to see pizza for
another month.
What was the best part about the pizzaeating contest?”
“Fellowship with friends, having fun, and
I guess being runner-up,” said Nathan, freshman.
“I thought it was a lot of fun,” said Gabby, 8th grader.
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Crazy Week!
a.k.a. “Spirit Week”
by Camille, senior

I

t’s that one week of the year that is anxiously awaited by one and all! Not only
are the students not required to wear their
uniforms, but each day becomes a surprise to
see exactly what outfit will come down the
hallways. The different themes are always
great.
"I like Twin Day the best, because you
and your friends look really cute together,
and it's a lot of fun picking out your outfits
with each other," said Haven, 8th grade.
Indeed, Multiplicity Day (a new name
developed for Twin Day) is a favorite
among most of the female students, even if
they do match every other day of the year in
their uniforms. The boys aren't as crazy
about dressing alike; it's definitely a girl
thing!

Spirit Week is always a time to let loose
and show off your inner styling techniques
for each of the given themes. We see many
"inner-divas" begin to emerge from the
depths of the uniform style.
“I think Spirit Week is a great opportunity
to dress insanely and still be considered
somewhat normal," said Hannah, junior.
Some of the ideas for this year's themes
combined certain themes together in order to
give the students a little more variety. In fact,
one of the zaniest combos this year included
Nerd/Fashion Disaster! This would be the one
day that it is perfectly acceptable to be extra
nerdy. In fact, the nerdier, the better!
The remaining two days of the week allowed students to show off their team spirit of
their own choice by donning jerseys from
their favorite college or professional sports
team. The other day was a spirit day that
honored the FBTA Patriots!
Overall, this year's Spirit Week was enjoyed by students in all grades, as well as
teachers and staff members, and a great time
was had by all!

Sharing and caring

The what and why of how teachers care for their students
by Victoria, freshman

I

magine yourself walking into class. You
give the usual mundane “hi,” “Good
morning,” etc. You continue with the routine
when out of nowhere, your teacher says, “I
love you all!” Ummm … awkward. That
definitely doesn’t happen to often! But our
teachers say so in many other ways than
words.
“We get extra recess sometimes,” said
Aaliya, 3rd grade.
“I like that they are willing to help us
even when they’re busy. They take time out
of their day to be there for us,” said Kristina,
freshman.
Our teachers are extremely busy, but
somehow, they find time to make each student feel special. Just as each teacher is
unique, the way he or she demonstrates love
to students is also different.
“I try to listen to them to understand how
to help them,” said Mr. Fender, senior high
principal.

In December of 2012, Miss Quinlan gave
little stockings stuffed with goodies to all her
students.
“I don’t find time [to do extra things], I
make time. We make time for our priorities,”
said Mrs. Rodriguez, elementary supervisor.
God has blessed the student body with
teachers that care for their students. Why do
they care so much? They demonstrate love
because they themselves have received Christ’s
love.
“As a teacher, you automatically love your
students,” said Mrs. Owen, 2nd and 3rd grade
teacher.
“Well, the Bible commands us to love one
another; plus, being called as a teacher, an environment of love helps them [students] to
learn,” said Mr. Niggl, 9th grade homeroom
teacher.
“I feel comfortable going to them for help
because I know they want me to learn,” said
Gabby, senior.
Our teachers know what we need as they
push us to do our best for God and strive to do
the same.

The projects are over

The 8th and 10th graders come to the end of their
science projects
by Kyle, senior

S

tarting the middle of the first quarter, Mr.
Niggl and Miss Roeske told their students
about an upcoming project. Word travels
quickly, and the students knew they were
about to embark on what most consider a
daunting assignment: science projects.
Each student was given a packet of information and guidelines to follow, and the
teachers went over the material and expectations. Mr. Niggl was in charge of the 10th
grade’s biological science projects, and Miss
Roeske oversaw the 8th grade’s physical science projects.
Each student was required to write a logbook and research paper and make a board

that overviewed his project, along with doing
his actual experiment. Science projects require a large amount of time and work, but
they are very informative and can be extremely fun.
“It was a super fun experiment! Even
though it was my first one, I had a lot of fun,”
said Hunter, sophomore, when asked about
his view on the project.
“[I learned that] newspaper flies faster and
longer than other types of paper,” said Diana,
8th grade.
Science projects are not as bad as they are
made out to be. All it takes is interest and
curiosity. So get those brains thinking about
what you can test for a project.
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Samples from
senior writers’ lab
Journey

Haikus

Wide Awake

by Chris, senior

by Emmie, senior

Floating through air
The leaf gently glides
As the wind blows
by Vanessa, senior

by Kyle, senior

The rain showers earch
With much needed hydration.
Gives drink to nature.

He went on a journey to a land far away.
His family let him wander alone,
Though he urged them his way.
But they turned their hearts to stone.

by Emmie, senior

My heart beats so fast,
Like pounding of summer rain.
But I am alive.

His name was Christian,
And he was a troubled soul.
For this reason, a man gave him a mission:
“Reach the City of Gold.”

by Adam, senior

His objective took him through highs and lows.
He made a few friends,
And he met several foes.
But to reach the Celestial City, there were no ends.

Songs of the stars
Illuminate the sky, and now
Silence in the morning.
Raging winds whistle
And then greet a brick wall, and now
Silence.

For he remained faithful in his ways,
And he sits in glory the rest of his days.

by Collin, senior

Free Verse

The snow falls
Amidst
A garden of weeds

by Adam, senior

I fly high breaking boundaries
Roaring as I soar with my thoughts high as Heaven but my body on the floor
Nothing can stop me
No one can stop me
I am at the top of my game
But I do not know my name
For greatness has no title

In darkness a lonely earth
Watches
A lonely moon.

Free Verse
by Vanessa, senior

Life
enjoyable.
is
very
sometimes
be
filled
to
with
back
trials
move
Life
to
feels
starts
hard
life
but when someone says life is one tenth what happens and nine tenths how a person reacts,

Italian Sonnet

On a cold winter’s night

by Gabby, senior

by Collin, senior

A smart one in the eyes of man was he,

In the shadow of a churchyard steeple
I sit alone.

He always knew just what people should do,
The answer to any riddle he knew,
Anything that he wanted he could be,
Wise in the ways of all the world was he,

Under a streetlamp
Watching the world.
Up on a hillside,
I stay.

The wisdom that he had, it was not true,

The stars shining in the sky,
The countless cars flying by,

He was so proud of what his brain could do,

Yet I wait.

He trusted in his own ability.

Just a moment more.

He should have put his trust in God above,

Silence.

And then he would have had true wisdom sure,
His answer to everything was “I can,”

The cold breeze makes me feel
As if my callouses
Are falling away like scales.

But on his own he never did enough,

I can feel once more.

And so he worked and made himself do more,

I am
Alone.

And his name is Mr. Worldly Wiseman.

The sounds fade.
And peace.

I’m wide awake.
Only
The beating of my own heart is all I can hear.
… pound, pound, pounding.
I’m wide awake.
The noise increases,
Becoming
… loud, loud, louder.
It reminds me of a fierce storm.
The f
a
l
l
i
n
g of rain … the wind.
The CRASHING of strong waves,
against unmovable rocks.
Except
I am not a rock …
The bellowing waves CRASH
All around me,
Harder and harder … I am moved.
Suddenly I am drowning
S
I
N
K
I
N
G
Into the dark depths of the water,
the endless ocean of my mind.
I’m wide awake.
But
the beating of my heart is now drowned,
by the racing of my thoughts.
So many thoughts to process,
so many thoughts to think.
Spinning, circling, surrounding
my body.
So overwhelming that they literally consume,
Everything else but my thoughts and me.
Till
Nothing
Is
Left.
Except the dread that will not go away.
The dread that tells me no,
No you can’t win.
“Why bother, why try”
I’m wide awake.

A-Maze-ing!

