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Jesus is the
Reason for
the Season

Kick-start
the Christmas season

Remembering the real
cause for the Christmas
time celebration

FBTA Christmas
concert and drama
by Kyle, senior

by Emmie, senior

T

he Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy
kicked off the Christmas season with
their academy Christmas concert on Dec. 7.
The concert included classic Christmas hymns
and songs performed by the choirs, orchestras
and handbell ensembles.
The various groups had been preparing
and rehearsing for this night since the beginning of the school year, putting in countless
hours of practice. While preparation was
stressful at times, the groups were able to put
on a spectacular concert.
The evening started off with a prelude and
performance by the senior orchestra, followed
by the handbells, elementary groups, senior
high choir, and drama team.
“I enjoyed hearing all of the choirs perform and especially enjoyed the drama
presentation,” said Mrs. Stevens, mother of
Kyle.

Bethany S, senior, and Kyle S, senior, assume their roles as Mary and Joseph on their way to Bethlehem. See page 2 for more photos.

“We needed a little more work and practice, especially the bass section,” said
Reagan, junior.
The drama team, composed of Nikoli,
Bethany, Gabby, and Kyle, prepared for
months for the play. After being constantly
edited and revised, the script was finally
memorized.
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“The drama was a lot of fun. I’m glad I
was able to be in it,” said Gabby, senior, who
played Ruth.
Even with hurriedly-applied stage makeup, getting wireless microphones at the last
minute, missing the first scene, and a crying
“Christ Child,” the drama team pushed forward. Most audience members had no idea of
the difficulties behind the scenes and were
blessed by the performance.

“Merry Christmas” is a phrase that can often be heard during the month of December.
During the Christmas season especially,
Christians everywhere need to remember the
real reason we celebrate. This is the time to
focus on why Christ came to this Earth.
Jesus Christ willingly came to Earth to be
born as a baby and live a human life so that He
could eventually pay the ultimate sacrifice.
Though He is Lord of all creation, He gladly
accepted this humble role.
The Bible says in Matthew 1:21, “And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from
their sins.”
Not only did Jesus understand what His fate
would be on this earth, but He offered His life
freely for us.
As a result of His death on the cross, He
took the penalty for all sins on Himself. He
chose this cruel and horrible death because He
loves us very much. If we turn from our old
life and accept Jesus’ payment for our sins, we
receive eternal life as a gift from God.
Though the Christmas story might be one
that we know by heart, we need to be careful
not to forget its true meaning.
So this year, while you are spending time
with family and opening presents around the
tree, don’t forget to thank God for all the many
blessings He has given to us. Especially the
most important gift of all: Himself.

The FBT teen group enjoyed a great time at Dr. Rasmussen’s house
eating pizza and fellowshipping. Mrs. Boyd; Raquel, former student; and Sarah,
junior, smile for the camera.

A trip of firsts

FBT teens experience College Days
at West Coast Baptist College

photos by Bethany, senior
photos by Bro. Boyd,
youth director

by Sarah, junior

O

n Nov. 7, the FBT youth group took a
“College Days” trip to West Coast Baptist College in California. College Days presents an opportunity for high school students
to see what college life is like first-hand. This
was a trip of firsts for most students.
For some, it was the first time flying. The
teens flew out of Dulles Airport into the LAX
airport, which is one of the busiest airports.
“Flying for the first time was a very thrilling experience. My favorite part was the
landing with the big bump,” said Timmy,
sophomore.
For some, it was the first time visiting
California. The two-hour bus ride from the
airport to the campus let the teens see some of
California.
“I thought it was pretty but kind of
shocked that it was in the middle of a desert,”
said Mackenzie, freshman.
For some, it was the first time seeing a
college campus. Bible colleges are totally
different from secular colleges, and it was a
great opportunity to see the campus.

“The campus just looked so big. I thought
colleges were smaller than that, but it was
also fun getting to meet my cousin for the
first time there,” said Brian, sophomore.
Most importantly, for some, it was the
first time getting to see the WCBC campus.
This campus was unlike many others because
it was in the middle of a desert.
“It was a beautiful campus with really
nice people and a great environment. I loved
it!” said Gabby, senior.
WCBC gave the students many opportunities to be involved in college life. Attending
actual college classes was a great opportunity.
The students heard great challenges in chapel
services, cheered on the WCBC Eagles in a
basketball game, and watched a drama
presentation.
This trip was a great opportunity to see
what a Bible college is all about. It opened up
eyes and hearts, possibly for the first time, to
the possibility of attending a Bible college
after graduation from high school.

Students enjoy a more relaxing day
in their dress-down apparel.

Spontaneously
dressing out of the ordinary
Different dress days implemented by the student council
by Bethany, senior

S

tudents of FBTA have become accustomed to wearing a standardized uniform
every day, but the student council has suggested spontaneous dress-down days to add
some variety.
“I love that the students are getting to
dress differently every now and then,” said
Mrs. Darby, student council advisor. “There’s
a more relaxed feeling [in the school] during
those days.”
The spontaneous dress-down days came
into effect in November and will periodically
take place throughout the rest of the school
year.
“The extra dress-down days add some
spice,” said Elisha, junior, with a smile.

“We just wanted more days of having the
choice to wear something else,” said Susannah, sophomore class representative, “and we
[the student council] were glad that the idea
got approved by the administration.”
These days not only give students the
opportunity to wear a different outfit, but they
also are used as a fundraiser to support the
senior class and the school.
Students must pay $1 in order to participate in the dress down days, and the days will
be designated whether the money will go
towards the senior class or for another school
fund.
The student council is putting their ideas
into action, and the student body excitedly
recognizes the influence their student government is having on the school.

FBTA Christmas Concert and Drama
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Music for the

Christmas
season

FBT Christmas Concert
“And on Earth, Peace”

T

he FBT choir, orchestra and drama team
gave an outstanding performance of the
musical “And On Earth, Peace,” directed by
Mr. and Mrs. Wall, and Miss Quinlan, who
oversaw the drama team.
The 4th through 6th grade academy choir
participated in the evening by singing a song
along with the choir and orchestra. They
donned coats and hats during their festive
song to add to the atmosphere of “Christmas
in the air.”
The music was a blessing to the church
congregation and the many visitors who came
on Saturday and Sunday nights.
photo by Mr. Vickers

Fantastic Friday adventure

The 4th graders shared their
field trip with Kindergarten, 1st,
2nd, and 3rd graders.
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The 4th grade visits Ticonderoga Farm
by David, freshman

I

t was an ordinary day for the 4th graders at
school — doing seatwork, taking quizzes
and tests, and working with numbers. Then,
Mrs. Fesdekjan told the class they were going
to have a field trip to Ticonderoga Farm.
Everybody was so excited, they couldn’t
wait until that cold Friday morning on No-

vember 2 when they would be able to ride the
bus and have an adventure.
“We had s’mores by the fire. The huge
slides were fantastic. The animals were a little
smelly, but fun to look at. At the end of our
field trip, we each picked a pumpkin,” said
Mrs. Fesdekjian, 4th grade teacher.
What were the favorite activities that day?

“The slides, and on the hay ride we drove
through the lake,” said Holden.
“I would have to say the slides,” said Andrew.
So after a day of excitement and laughter, all
of the 4th graders had fun. Now they wait for
their next adventure on a field trip.
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Try to find the enter
key on this older
typewriter. Don’t see
it? Try the handle on
the top left that was
pushed to the other
side when a line was
done.

Elisha, junior, Sarah, junior, and Brian, sophomore, test their robots along the tape path.

Robotic renaissance recharges students’ minds
BJU science and technology team teaches students
about computer science
by Reagan, junior

O

n Friday, Nov. 2, the hallways were
buzzing with questions concerning the
robots that were coming. All that was seen
were boxes of unassembled robotic skeletons
from some unknown place.
The answers were soon given by the Bob
Jones University science and technology
team who taught the students briefly how to
write programs and have their robots execute
them.
“I was excited to get to build a robot and
get out of classes at the same time!” said Kelsi, junior.
The entire process was composed of two
major tasks: building the robot, and writing

the robot’s programs. The students were divided into “teams” of two to four, each with a
particular job. While one team member wrote
the programs, the others would build the robots.
The students’ opinions differed on their
favorite tasks.
“My favorite part was writing the programs and seeing the robot do it,” said Gabby, senior.
The robot workshop lasted for two whole
hours. In all that time, the students were programming, building, and in a sense, playing
with their toys!
All in all the robot rampage was a huge
success with the FBTA student body.

You
thought
you
knew…
by Kelsi Rae Wall, junior

W

e never realize we’re different. We
think we know and experience life
just the same as other families, but do we
really? There are many different sizes of families that make up FBTA. Some students are
the one and only child, while others have
eight siblings. The Patriot Press asked several students how their families spend their free
time.
“Our house is actually quiet most of the
time. We talk, but not that much, and if we
do stuff together, we normally go on a hike.
Our house gets really quiet a lot,” said Mackenzie Braucht, junior, an only child.
“Whenever we do spend time together, we
just play board games and stuff. There is that
one time we played Xbox Kinect, though,”
said Reagan Rodriguez, junior, from a family
of five.
“Some people think it’s stressful to have
multiple siblings, but it’s actually a lot of fun,
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except when we all go to the store and find
people staring at us,” said Caitlyn Varricchione, junior, from a family of eleven.
“A lot of people think it’s [a] boring life,
but as long as you’re around your family,
there is never a dull moment. With what free
time we find, we go out to eat or play family
games. We go on a lot of “road trips” (day
trips) all over Virginia and surrounding states.
But I like being an only child mostly because
I’m really close to my parents. They are my
best friends, and we have a great relationship,” said Camille Gullotta, senior.
Whether you find your relaxation time not
really being relaxing or your house extremely
quiet, I think we all can come to the agreement that family is one of God’s greatest gifts
to us, and we should always remember that
He has placed us in the perfect one for us to
grow in Him.
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Where are we now?

A chronicle of the drastic changes of the last few decades
by Collin, senior

T

imes change. That is a fact. Nowhere is
change more noticeable than in the area
of technology. What is now considered ancient?
“Ancient technology is a scroll and a quill,
which I used in high school,” said Mr. Fender, jr./sr. high school principal.
“It is one of the old spin-dial landline telephones,” said Adam, senior.
“It’s my old Nerf gun, the blue one . . .”
said Zachary, 1st grade.
“I had to bike to the library to get information. There was no Google, no internet to
get information for papers. When I wanted to
take notes from a book, they were all completely handwritten after sifting through tons
of irrelevant information,” said Mrs. Hawley,
academy receptionist, when asked about the
radical changes in electronics.
Also when Mrs. Hawley was in school,
reports were handwritten unless they had a
typewriter; but even then, if she made a mistake, the entire thing had to be completely
retyped. One of her teachers told students that
even if they had a typewriter that could use
correction tape, they could not use the correction.
“The workload is a lot easier,” said Mrs.
Layden, 1st and 2nd grade teacher, in response to how technology has affected teaching for her.
When Mrs. Layden began teaching, she
worked with mimeographs, the predecessor
to the photocopier. It used carbon paper and
would leave purple all over her arms from the
carbon.
“I had to grade all of the SAT tests,” said
Mrs. Layden. The students took the tests in
February, and teachers had until the end of
the year to grade them all. According to Mrs.
Layden, it did truly take that long.
“The amount of information available in a
short time is astronomical,” said Mr. Niggl,
science teacher. “When I was young, my
father worked on computers in a bank, and
they took up whole floors and held less information than is held in a single smart phone.
There were no PC’s, no cell phones. If one
wanted to make a call, he would have to find
a phone booth and hope there was a phone
book.”
“The biggest pain of my early years of
teaching was hand writing absolutely everything,” said Mrs. Rodriguez, the 6th grade
teacher. She spent many tedious hours writing report cards, attendance, and lunch orders.
“One of the nicest things about current
technology is the availability of the teachers
to contact the students and vice versa, as well
as parents being able to check on their students and not having to wait for progress
reports,” said Mrs. Rodriguez.
“I used a manual typewriter when I was in
college. When I worked in another ministry, I
was asked to move all of the paper files onto
the computer using a program called Quicken. I had to first learn how to use the program, and I worked from August until December when I finally finished the transfer,”
said Mrs. Niggl, academy secretary.
“I had to keep a handwritten grade book
as well as write all permanent record information by hand,” said Mr. Fender. Interest-

ingly enough, one school that is competitive
in ODACS still does all of their information
by hand.
Another good thing about the changes in
technology is the ability to contact people on
the other side of the world. Mr. Fender’s
daughter is working as a missionary in Singapore, and he can talk to her at least once a
week.
“Desktop computers were just becoming
big when I was young. They were big and
incredibly slow,” said Miss Roeske, math and
English teacher.
Also the internet was not a primary source
of information for papers. The first stop was
usually the library for book research.
“One time a student asked me if I took
web design in college,” said Mrs. Dyck, journalism advisor. “I wasn’t sure how to explain
that there was no internet when I was in college, and therefore, no design for it. I think
that concept is completely foreign to most
students today.”
Another invention that many people use
today was a precious commodity just a few
years ago.
“My first flash drive, which was 256 MB,
was $35, and having that much storage space
was huge,” said Miss Roeske. Also the CD’s
predecessor, the floppy disk, reigned as the
leading computer information storage system.
“The first cell phone owned by my parents
was very long and very thick and had a screen
like that of those tiny dollar store calculators.
It had two batteries and an antenna that had to
be pulled up in order for a call to be made,”
said Miss Roeske.
Another big issue was the fact that there
was minimal coverage; the phone mostly
roamed which accrued enormous fees.
Facebook was nonexistent. It was preceded by MySpace and while Miss Roeske was
growing up it was the popular social networking site. Facebook only became popular when
she was a junior in college.
Technology makes all of our lives easier.
We have been blessed to live in a day where
there is an abundance of electronics and other
services. It is interesting to speculate where
technology will be in the next ten years.

One unique but obsolete invention, the 8 track.

The Spirit of the Season

U.S. Army Band & USAF Band ring in Christmas!
by Camille, senior
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Madison Mitchell, Spencer Mitchell, Camille Gullotta,
and Carlie Mitchell pause for a photo moment
before the concert.

K X B S K O E C H A T L S N R C E H A N R E B R X V G Y
S R Z C N X X Y J N V O Y L H R X U K B D H P O N T T U

"Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies." Santa
Claus even appeared and welcomed all of the
children up on the stage.
"Going to the military concert would be
so much fun for anyone who attends and I'm
looking forward to next year," said Madison,
sophomore.
Both performances were equally filled
with much talent in the form of solos, duets
and even "dueling instruments." The dueling
instruments took place in the form of the
highest and lowest instruments in the band—
the piccolo and the bassoon.
All in all, both concerts were splendid!
These two bands travel all over the world
performing for some of the highest and most
decorated officers in the military and even the
President of the United States! We are fortunate to have both of these bands available to
us here in the "city that rules the world!" I am
looking very forward to attending both of
these concerts again next year.
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by Jenneth, sophomore

Dan, sophomore, even got permission
from Mr. Niggl to turn on his phone for an
exact second count down.
“I set my phone clock to the exact second
of 12/12/12 12:12:12,” Dan said. “It’s the last
fleeting moment of a date with six digits that
are all the same.”
Afterwards, students took the six twelves
on paper and stuck them in a line along their
lockers and happily left them there until they
were swiped or trashed two days later.
This six-digit date will not happen again
for another 88 years on Jan. 1, 2101
(01/01/01).

This photo was snapped to the exact second of 12/12/12 12:12:12 thanks to Dan’s phone countdown.
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Guessing your Christmas
presents: the ultimate guide
A quick and perceptive way to guess your gifts
by Jenneth, sophomore

M

any people attempt to guess their presents before Christmas Day, but fall
short in getting any good guesses because of
the wrapping paper that is hindering their
progress. There are four easy methods to use
on these gifts to efficiently guess your gifts.
The Size Method:
• Small gifts are usually “Just saw this and
thought of you” gifts, jewelry, phones, or
chocolate.
• 5 ½" x 8" boxes usually are books,
DVDs, or video games.
• Larger presents can consist of LEGOS,
Nerf guns, book series, or another toy
from a toy store.
• Absolutely enormous presents in a box
are nearly impossible to analyze with this
method. Sorry.

Counting down a
date that is last of
its kind

O
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12/12/12
12:12:12

n Dec. 12, 2012, at the 12th second of
the 12th minute of the 12th hour, an uproar was heard in the cafeteria after a countdown loud enough to resemble New Year’s
at Times Square. What on earth was it for?
The final sequential date for nearly 100
years came to pass at that exact second:
12/12/12 12:12:12.
Just minutes before this phenomenal moment, six large twelves printed in different
colors were passed around to the remaining
students in the lunchroom to pose for a picture.
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T

he air was crisp, the breeze just right,
and the stars were twinkling like diamonds in the dark winter sky. It was the perfect night for a concert! So, off we went to
The Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.
On the evening of Dec. 1, 2012, I had the
pleasure of hearing the U.S. Army Band,
known as "Pershing's Own." Attending along
with me and my parents were Mr. and Mrs.
Mitchell and their children Spencer, Madison
and Carlie.
"It was a fun evening with traditional
Christmas music and a great opportunity to
honor our military," said Mr. Mitchell.
The band put on a perfect performance
that included all the famous and well-known
Christmas songs from over the years. Mrs.
Claus appeared and read "The Night Before
Christmas" while the band played in the background.
"In our family, it’s a tradition to go to the
concert every year and I always love it," said
Carlie, 8th grade.
On the following Saturday evening, Dec.
8, this scene was repeated once again, except
instead of the U.S. Army Band, I enjoyed the
music of the USAF Band, also at the DAR
Constitution Hall. On this occasion, my parents and I took Kelsi, junior, and Bailey, junior, to the concert.
Again, the music was not only extremely
well done and professional, but the USAF
added a lot of humor and fun. There were
Nutcracker dancers on stage during the
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The Shape Method:
• Odd shaped packages can be simple,
unless your parents wrap socks to look
like a tie. This has happened before.
• 8” x 11” could mean a picture book.
• Lumpy packages can mean clothes from
Grandma or an aunt (especially if the
wrapping paper doesn’t match the other
wrapped gifts).
• Flat boxes shaped like Apples to Apples
usually means it’s Apples to Apples. No
trick there. Other board games can have
specific shapes as well.
The Shake Method:
• Heavy thuds are usually bad signs. This
could mean that there is another box
within the one you are shaking! You
have been deceived by none other than
your parents and not much more can be
done.

• Light thuds are also a bad sign. This is
usually your gift inside surrounded by
packing peanuts.
• Small jostling noises can mean LEGOS.
Keep in mind, though, that these
“LEGOS” could very well be a 1000piece Norman Rockwell puzzle for the
enjoyment of your parents; not something you’d be very interested in.
• A rattling noise is a very good sign. It
can mean a CD or disk of some sort.
• A high-pitched soft rattle means BBs, or
something of the like. If this is so, you
will be the envy of the neighborhood.
The Feel Method:
• Hard cover books usually have the cover
protruding slightly from the pages and
have indents on the spine. Sometimes
you can feel a book jacket as well.
• Paperbacks bend long ways, but not
width ways.
• Some toys have “windows” made into
their box to see inside. Sometimes
there’s a “Try Me!” label too. Both of
which can be potentially felt. The only
problem is you don’t know whether it’s a
new Spy Gadget watch or a talking teddy
bear.
• Some gifts are put into shipping boxes.
These boxes have an indent along the
middle of the box. Toy store boxes will
have creases along the corners.

