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With One Accord

New Year’s Resolutions

by Abbe

by Amy

A

s we embark on our journey through 2009, Pastor
has selected a new theme for the church: “With One
Accord.” Acts 1:14 says, “These all continued with one
accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”
This new theme builds on last year’s theme of “Increase Our Faith.” We have to use our faith that we have
built up in the Lord to grow together as a unit, to evangelize the world.
Our goal as a school should be to glorify God, but we
cannot glorify God by reaching out to the world if we are
not reaching out to the people that we sit by in English
class! As said by Pastor Calvert, we all need to “realize that
when we are all seeking to work with one accord, we can
then, and only then, achieve the plan that God has set for
our lives.”
Yes, God has blessed us, and yes, we are doing great
things for God, but knowing that Jesus Christ is coming
back very soon should serve as motivation for spreading
the gospel.

Semere: Get along better with my sisters
Joshua: Eat healthier
Mrs. Vasquez: Read through my Bible
in one year
Marie: Be nicer to people
Kimberly: Pass all of my classes
Sandra: To get into college

As the angel said to the disciples right after Jesus ascended
to heaven, “Why stand ye gazing up into heaven?” (Acts 1:11)
We need to go out and seek to reach more people for Christ.
Everyone needs to focus, through prayer and growth in
Christ, to reach out and help others. You might have some
friends that need some encouragement or maybe an unsaved
relative. Whoever you may have in your life, you need to reach
out to them and bring them and share the gospel.

Bezi: Read more books!
Bethany: To get on the ‘A’ honor roll
Abbe: Get above an 80% on my math 		
homework
Angela: Be a little bit nicer to my wonderful 		
brothers
Caitlyn: To plan ahead
Meredith: To have all A’s
Jessica: To stay out of trouble
Caleb: Travel the world
Cassie: Stop cracking my knuckles

Valentine Issue
If you would like to have a valentine printed in our
next issue of the Patriot Press, please write your message, who it is for, and who it is from (may be anonymous), and drop it into our Newspaper Locker (S18).
We will try to include as many as posssible, but we
may be limited by available space. Valentines will be
accepted until Tuesday, Feb. 9. Get yours in early!

The National Bureau of Engraving and Printing

A Criminal Mastermind

by Tracy

by Rachel

H

Answer to Last Month’s Riddle:
The maid was guilty ... there is no mail on Sunday.

ave you ever wondered exactly how money is made? Or where it comes from? The Financial Management class
recently had these questions answered; they were given the opportunity to witness money being made.
You may not think much about the one-dollar bill in your pocket; however, there is a specific and complicated process
that every single dollar you have goes. Every dollar has been checked and inspected thoroughly to ensure that counterfeiting is not a problem. Another technique that the class was informed about was how the style of every single bill changes
every seven years. Everything is so specific from the ink to the paper.
“It is absolutely something worth seeing,” said Rachel.

Science Fair Highlights
by Sina

W

ow! A whole new year is upon us bringing more
time to learn and explore! The upper elementary
and junior high classes are especially covering a lot of unchartered territory. From finishing science projects and
perfecting ODACS projects to practicing speeches, and
so much more. This 2009 is already busier than ever.
The Science Fair last Thursday night was a huge success! Students enjoyed browsing through the winning
entries, and parents spent a good deal of time walking
through each aisle trying to get ideas for next year. Congratulations to all of our winners, and best wishes to our
ODACS participants on their competition in March!

Elementary Winners
Biological Sciences Projects
1st - T Lynch
2nd - M Raines
3rd - A Castilla
HM - F Aboderin
HM - S Schimkus
ODACS - J Dyck
Physical Sciences Projects
1st - C Cathell
2nd - T Murphy
3rd - S Reskallah
HM - T Boelk
HM - Q Weinzapfel
ODACS - M Mitchell

Jr High Winners
Biological Sciences Projects
1st - C Hawley
2nd - M Braucht
3rd - T Beacom
HM - B Schimkus
HM - J Hardy
ODACS - D De Guzman
Physical Sciences Projects
1st - D Bishop
2nd - J Upchurch
3rd - A Fite
HM - J Hardy
HM - H Kidd
ODACS - K Stevens
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Dedication and Success
by Sameh

T

he girls’ team has confounded other teams with a
well-rounded inside-outside game. Quickness in the
back court and solid play in the paint has resulted in an
undefeated season through seven games. Specifically, Captain Melinda has carried the team in scoring and effort,
freshman Hannah has led the team in steals and point
guard play, and captain Lindsey has complemented well
on the boards.
“The girls have been able to overcome the doubt in
their success at the beginning and lead themselves to an

undefeated season ... I’m impressed!” said Maggie, senior.
The defense has been a team effort. They have stifled
all teams to under thirty-two points in a game and limited
Bethel to just seven total points.
The game against the most heated rival Heritage
showed the team’s ability to overcome a tough start. Mired
in an 11-2 deficit, the Lady Patriots rallied with a 16-2
run and never looked back en route to a 35-31 win. Melinda had 15 points, while Hannah had 12 points and 6
steals.
As they continue their season, the Lady Patriots are
poised to get even better. Balanced with a solid starting
core and key bench players, the Lady Patriots look to remain undefeated throughout the whole season.

Undefeated through Ten
by Sameh

L

egendary coach John Wooden once said, “Success
comes from knowing that you did your best to become the best that you are capable of becoming.” After
Coach Anastos relayed the quote to the team, the boys’
FBTA Patriots stepped up to their best game of the season
against Keystone that ended in an exciting 64-28 victory.
The whole team contributed to the winning cause that
included stifling defense and great teamwork on offense.
But perhaps the most hyped-up game of the season
was the rematch against Heritage. Starting the game with
a scoring drought, the Patriots soon turned it around, had
a 16-point lead in the third quarter and held off a comeback for the 61-51 win. Davidson posted a 33-point effort, while Tibbs dominated the paint with 16 points and
16 rebounds.
Through ten games this season, the Patriots are undefeated. Much of the success the boys’ team has had can be
attributed to the obvious talent in many positions, but it

is the effort and the team focus that has been the mainstay
of the season so far.
“Pride cometh before a fall,” said a laughing Amy. “I
just hope they don’t continue to let their success get to
their heads so that they can continue in victory.”
As the Patriot’s season continues, the team is dedicated to giving their all, and never forgetting where their talent actually comes from; however, in order to ultimately
succeed, they have to do their best to be “the best they are
capable of becoming.”

Elementary Corner

I

n an effort to get more in-depth articles on our younger
students, sixth-grader Jenneth reported on some elementary stories for us. She did a wonderful job giving an elementary perspective, and we would love to see more of these articles
in the future. If you are in fifth or sixth grade, have excellent writing skills for your grade-level, and would like to do some investigative
reporting, please talk to your teacher or see Mrs. Dyck about possible articles.

Let it Snow!

Bible Jump Quiz

by Jenneth

by Jenneth

T

S

he half-way mark of the school has passed!
It seems just like a few weeks ago we were
sad that our summer freedom was almost over.
Even though we are counting down the
weeks for the glorious summer, almost everyone in elementary is still excited about winter.
There are many ways to try to make it snow:
some students wear their pajamas inside out
and backwards; some take ice cubes and flush
them down the toilet, or throw them out the
window or both!
Of course, we know that God is the one to
make it snow, but we still like to pretend. Even
some of the elementary teachers are growing
tired of dreary, dead, un- snowy weather, and
are praying very much for a snow day. When
the preacher in chapel asked if the teachers were
ready for a snow day, the sixth grade teacher,
Mrs. Naylor, raised her hand as high as she
could so the preacher could see her from the
back.
Although this past week gave us a lot of
snow, we are always in the mood for a little bit
more. So keep sending up prayers every night
... and throw a few more ice cubes out the window for good measure.

aturday, Jan. 17, was an exciting day. Students from
Great Hope, Spring City, and our arch rivals, Heritage
Christian, met at FBT to participate in an ODACS Bible
Jump Quiz Tournament.
Alexis, Kayley, Timmy and Lily, Susannah and Ricky,
Madison and Carley, Timothy, Hope, and Suzy participated,
and were amazing to watch. Timmy answered so many questions, that he quizzed out (when you get so many questions
right, you can’t answer any more).
“It’s not one person, but a team effort,” Timmy said.
He’s right. It takes a whole team to do well in a tournament. Not just one person.
Our elementary classmates quizzed so well! At the end
of the Tournament, Spring City was given the first-place trophy, and FBTA was able to defeat Heritage for the second
place trophy; however, due to a scoring problem not discovered until the next week, we learned that FBTA actually
should have been given first place!
“According to the published tie-breaker system, FBTA
should have been awarded first,” said Zacharias, Executive
Director of ODACS. “Since the mistake was mine, I will
not take the first-place trophy away from SCC. I will, however, present another first-place trophy to FBTA and treat
the event as a tie.”
Congratulations to our Elementary Bible Jump Team!

We would like to include some artwork for the elementary corner. If you are in elementary and would like to submit
a drawing for printing in the newspaper, please turn them into the school office to be given to Mrs. Dyck.
Entries will be printed as space allows. Thanks for your help!
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NEW STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

Zachary
by Joshua

A

lthough we have reached the midpoint of
our school year, there may be many new students you may not have gotten acquainted with
yet. Zachary is one student that may fall into this
category.
Zachary, born in Hawaii, has had the opportunity to live all over the world because of his military parents. Living in Hawaii, Texas, Germany,
California, and his current location Fort Belvoir,
has given him many wonderful opportunities to
experience the world.
“One of the hardest parts was getting used
to Saxon Math and Bob Jones curriculum having
used A Beka Book curriculum when I was homeschooled,” said Zachary.
Now a sophomore, Zachary was homeschooled for six years before coming to FBTA.
He said the transition, getting accustomed to the
classroom setting and having more students to interact with was different.
“Conversing actively in French class instead
of listening to CDs is one of the things I like most
about FBT,” said Zachary.
He also likes Mr. Fender’s popular quiz bowls
before history exams, having class parties and participating more in class.
“I enjoy Mr. Thal’s Bible classes a lot!” said
Zachary.
Overall, Zachary’s relationship with God has
greatly deepened since he has become a fellow patriot here at FBTA, and he is enjoying his time
here immensely.

Too Much Water!

D

uring the final hour of the Bible Jump Quiz Tournament, freezing temperatures caused the sprinkler
pipes in a corner of the FBT lobby to burst. As gushing
water poured into the upstairs lobby, it also rained down
into some of the school offices below.
Fortunately, the maintenance personnel were on site
and able to turn off the water within ten minutes.
As one of the first tests of our new theme, “With
One Accord,” God showed His grace, as many of the
students from the other schools, as well as FBT students
and parents stayed for several hours on Saturday to help
clean up the mess. The damage was minimal, and most
of the building was back up and running for services the
next day.

