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Sing-tastic Christmas!
FBTA performs a spectacular Christmas concert
by Karol, junior

Holiday lights! Shining so bright! This school 
year, students put on another Christmas 

concert filled with new fun elements, such as 
using holiday colored lights, and newer songs.

Led by Mrs. Probus, the Christmas con-
cert’s theme was Being led to Bethlehem and 
Called to Christ. Preschool, elementary, and 
Jr./Sr. High were combined in one concert 
rather than performing in two separate con-
certs, a different aspect than what was done in 
past years.

“We knew the separate concerts would be 
considerably shorter because the band program 
is not running right now,” said Mrs. Probus, 
music teacher. “Therefore, I thought it might 
be nice to make it just one concert this year. 
I was excited to have the senior high join the 
elementary choir for the finale, ‘When Love 
Was Born’.”

“Being able to see the preschoolers perform 
was my favorite part because they are always 
adorable,” said Emilie, freshman.

Due to both groups of students performing 
in one concert, the auditorium was filled with 
parents ready to see their children on stage, 
having their phones out and raised high to re-
cord their kids singing. Some even walked to 
the front of the auditorium to capture that per-
fect moment of holiday cheer. Students waiting 
for their time to sing were placed in the junior 
and senior high classrooms.

“We were told by Mr. Armstrong that the 
whole choir was about to go on, but it was cha-
otic because some of us didn’t remember how 
to line up for our performance, and Mr. Arm-
strong didn’t know. So it was really funny,” said 
Emilie, freshman.

Preparation for the concert was important 
to students who knew they were performing, so  
practice during choir classes and choral group 
was taken seriously.

“Overall, I believe we had enough time to 
prepare with most groups,” said Mrs. Probus. 
“The only grouping that could have used more 
time would have been senior high. Most weeks 
we were only able to meet once. In the weeks 
leading up to the concert, many were sick and 
out of choir as well. In the end, it all worked 
out, and the concert ended up being a high-
light of the season.”

The addition of holiday-colored lights 
during the song “Holiday Lights” and little 
handbells during the song “Carol of the Bells” 
added a different element to the concert.

Much of these new handbells and chimes 
used were provided for through the Patriot 
Pace funds raised by students.

The senior high handbell group, led by 
Mr. Probus, also performed some traditional 
Christmas songs in a new way, like “Joy to the 
World.”

“The song itself is full of dynamic changes 
and it is a lot of fun, especially with the ener-
getic parts,” said Carol, junior.

“My favorite part of the concert was get-
ting to hang out with my friends during inter-
mission and seeing the other performances,” 
said Malat, junior. 

The concert ended on a heartwarming 
scene of both elementary and senior high 
singing the finale, “When Love Was Born.” 
With senior high on the stage and elementary 
students gathered all around the auditorium 
with their Christmas-colored lights, the finale 
was fantastic.

The Christmas concert gives students the 
opportunity to display their God-given tal-
ents to glorify Him and share the good news 
of the Gospel. 

Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Probus, Mrs. 
Lyle, Mrs. Smith, and Ms. Racinos for all your 
hard work in making the concert a success!

College cruisin’ 
FBT students visit PCC
by Zachary, junior

From Nov. 16-20 several FBT juniors and 
seniors left for Florida to visit Pensacola 

Christian College. College Days is an event 
held by PCC every year in which students can 
view college classes and learn what is offered. 

Students explored the college campus, vis-
ited classes for majors they were interested in, 
and attended special sessions for certain majors, 
such as Engineering, Nursing, or Criminal Jus-
tice. 

While on campus, students also visited the 
dining halls, the café, and the sports center. The 
sports center was open to students at night, 
where they could bowl, ice skate, rock climb, 
play volleyball and nine-square, or even go to 
the water park. 

“I would have to say my favorite class I vis-
ited was the Biblical studies class,” said Casey, 
senior. “By going, I got a good understanding 
of the Biblical foundation of the school.”

“My favorite class I went to was the acting 
class,” said Carol, junior. “We got to see stu-
dents act out impromptu scenarios, and it was 
entertaining.” 

“I learned at that PCC is a very well-run 
school,” said Casey. “They cater to students by 
actually giving them the experience they say 
they will. 

“I figured out the scheduling of the classes 
and learned that you have to figure out how 
to manage your time in between classes,” said 
Carol.

During the trip, Pastor Kyle and Mr. Page, 
the lead chaperones, also took the group to 
downtown Pensacola, which was a good time 

to explore the local scenery, go shopping, and 
go out to eat with FBTA alumni.

“I was thoroughly impressed with the or-
ganization and the abundance of information 
they provided for the students,” said Pastor 
Spatz, youth pastor. “They not only showed the 
kids the different majors, classes, and academic 
pursuits, but they also fully laid out a specific 
plan for the students to pay for college making 
it a well-rounded experience.”

Quizzing in Wisconsin 
BJQ team competes in first tournament

On Friday night, the team competed in 
the preliminary rounds, then went on to dou-
ble-elimination the next day. Of the 12 quizzes 
the team competed in, they won or had a mid 
in 9 of them, and lost 3 of them. Aislinn, ju-
nior, answered the most questions on the team 
with 33.

“We have a few techniques we need to prac-
tice and perfect, but overall, I think we did very 
well for this early in the year,” said Gabrielle, 
senior. “There was some stiff competition, but I 
think we will be able to beat most, if not all, of 
those teams in the coming months. I am excit-
ed to participate in upcoming tournaments and 
improve on our skills.”

This was the team’s first of five invitation-
al tournaments they will compete in this year. 
The tournament was also the first time the team 
wore their BJQ (Bible Jump Quiz) sweatshirts. 
The next tournament will be hosted here on 
Jan. 7.

by Isaiah, sophomore

On Nov. 4-5, the Bible Quiz 
team traveled over twelve 

hours to compete in far-away Wis-
consin for their first tournament of 
the year. The team is made of Isa-
iah, Carol, Karol, Gabrielle, and 
Aislinn, who are all memorizing 
different chapters of the books 1 
and 2 Corinthians.

“We were able to accomplish 
a lot before this tournament,” said 
Carol, junior. “In the summer, ev-
eryone was able to memorize most of their as-
signed chapters, and we only left a few holes.”

When the time of the tournament came, 
the team had 20 of 29 chapters memorized 
and spent the long van ride reviewing what 
they had learned by going over their chapters, 
asking one-time words, and answering practice 
questions.

“I am so proud of these quizzers,” said Mrs. 
Schimkus, quiz coach. “It was great to be com-
petitive at a high-level quiz tournament as ear-
ly as November. These kids have worked hard 
memorizing chapters of 1 and 2 Corinthians. 
This was the first of hopefully eight tourna-
ments to end with success at AACS Nationals 
in April. More importantly, they can enjoy the 
lifetime spiritual success of memorizing God’s 
Word. I know these kids will continue to work 
hard and I am privileged to work with them. 
They are also great travelers!”

FBTA students visited classes, the rock wall, and the 
surrounding area of the PCC campus. 
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Matzko magic 
Husband and wife team demonstrate science 
by Aislinn, junior 

On Nov. 7-9, students 
had a chance to see sci-

ence in an interactive way. 
The Matzkos, a science-lov-
ing husband and wife team, 
traveled to FBTA to display 
the power of God in science.

Describing  how it felt 
to have his hand set on fire, 
Luke, 8th grade said,“It felt 
really hot, but it didn’t burn. 
It felt really hot on your face 
like when you open an oven.”

Setting hands on fire wasn’t the only 
eye-catching surprise these two science ambas-
sadors did.  For each of the classes, they gave 
a science presentation with a variety of science 
tricks. The Matzkos taught about how each of 
these science demonstrations revealed some-
thing about the creative design of God in na-
ture.

“I learned more about global warming,” 
said Mr. Niggl, science teacher, “I also learned 
how impossible it is for people to survive in 
space long-term because the earth is the only 
place well-suited enough for growing crops and 
sustaining life.” 

The huge effort of hosting the AACS teach-
er convention for over 500 people came with 
its blessings. One of those blessings was the 
Matzkos arriving early to share the excitement 
of science with the church and school.

“The Matzkos were already coming for the 
teacher convention, and we worked it out for 
them to give their talk in school and church,” 

said Mr. Bradford, principal.
A former science professor at Bob Jones 

University, Dr. Matzko retired in 2018 to travel 
the country speaking in churches and schools 
on science and Scripture. His wife, also a for-
mer teacher, accompanies him. 

The Matzkos began their tour on Sunday 
morning by setting Pastor Abbey’s hand on 
fire. That evening, Dr. Matzko spoke in church 
about the “moon: a signpost from God.” 
Throughout the next three days, Dr. and Mrs. 
Matzko talked with each of the FBTA classes.  
Their visit was an opportunity to learn facts 
about science through experiments and see how 
science points to spiritual truth.

As Dr. Matzko states, “It’s not science vs. 
Scripture, but science in Scripture that glorifies 
our Lord Jesus Christ and honors Him as the 
Creator.”

All wrapped up
Countdown till Christmas 
by Gabby, junior

To create more Christmas spirit, the stu-
dents at FBTA decorated the hallways and 

lockers, creating a competition between the 
girls’ and boys’ hallways. 

After several days of decorating, the hall-
ways of FBTA were transformed from lines of 
plain blue lockers to booming with Christmas 
spirit with red and white wrapping paper, spar-
kling lights, and tinsel.

“I loved decorating the hallways and seeing 
all the festive wrapped lockers,” said Gabrielle, 
senior. “We played Christmas music and sang 
along. I really enjoyed it.”

Although there was supposed to be a com-
petition to see which hallway had the most 
Christmas spirit, in the end, the idea became 
a collaborative opportunity to create more 
Christmas spirit at the school overall. The girls 
definitely contributed more to decorating  using 
a candy cane theme with different patterns of 
red and white wrapping paper. However, even 
decorating just one hallway created a warm fes-
tive environment for everyone at school. 

As the 6th graders also received lockers 
downstairs this year, they wanted to decorate as 
well. The students decorated their lockers and 
hallway with wrapping paper and ribbons and 
hung lights and paper ornaments on the ceil-
ing, creating a wintry tree scene of construction 
paper for the walls.

As Christmas approaches in a couple of 
weeks, decorating the hallways was an exciting 
way to bring the cheers of Christmas a little 
earlier. 

Students are now able to experience a little 
bit of Christmas each day as they walk from 
class to class, spreading the joys of the holidays!   

Field trip view
Students visit the  
Old Post Office Tower 
and NMAAHC
by Alison, junior

The 7th, 8th, 11th, and 12th graders went 
on a field trip to the Old Post Office Tower 

and Smithsonian’s National Museum of African 
American History and Culture (NMAAHC) in 
Washington, DC, on Tuesday, Dec. 6.

Students left the school at 11:30 a.m. and 
ate their lunches on the bus, where teachers also 
gave out assignments to each student to com-
plete while they were at the museum. 

It was the first field trip of the year for the 
7th, 8th, 11th, and 12th graders, so everyone 
was excited to be out of school. 

Students first got off the bus and toured 
the Old Post Office Tower. Entering through 
the “Museum and Clock Tower” entrance, stu-
dents rode two elevators to go up the clock tow-
er to the observation deck. They went up high 
enough to see a view of Washington, DC, at a 
glance, including the Washington Monument, 
Federal Triangle, and the Capitol building.  

After touring the Tower, students walked to 
the NMAAHC for a few minutes. The displays 
in this museum showed the African Americans’ 
struggles to get their rights and freedom from 
the Europeans. 

“I had a really fun time on this field trip. 
I enjoyed the museum’s layout from colonial 
America to the present,” said Isaiah, sopho-
more. “It was so interesting to learn about the 
desire for freedom by African Americans, and 
how it was changed throughout history.”

“I really enjoyed the trip to the post office 
and museum. There was so much to learn,” said 
Karol, junior. “If there is a possibility to go on 
another field trip in the future, I would defi-
nitely like to go to more museums. I think they 
will provide so much for you to learn and can 
be interactive.”

Students bravely volunteer to have their hands set on 
fire to experience the wonders of science. 

The view from the clock tower of the Old Post 
Office was cloudy and gray, but that didn’t stop 

students from taking advantage of the opportunity 
to see Washington, D.C. from the top.  

Happy Hall-idays!
Students/staff prepare for the season
by Emilie, freshman

As the Christmas season arrives, students 
and staff are looking forward to Christmas 

parties, special chapels, and lots of Christmas 
cheer! Every student seems to enjoy the Christ-
mas parties, but the 7th graders are especial-
ly excited about the special parties because it 
is their first year to join the junior and senior 
high.

“I am excited about the activities and 
spending time with friends,” said Blossom, 7th 
grade.

The festivities begin with an an entertain-
ing chapel with a Christmas message, singing, 
games, and skits. 

The preschool and elementary classes each 
have their own parties in their classrooms. 

The Christmas parties for the 7th-12th 
graders are held in the gym and are full of com-
petitive nine-square games, delicious food, and 
funny skits and presentations to show off the 
themes that the students choose. There are sev-
eral judges to decide which class will win for 
the most creative theme, costumes, food, and 
presentation of the theme. 

This year, the jr. and sr. high decided on the 
following themes:

7th grade: Gingerbread crime scene at a 
basketball game in New York

8th grade: The Super Bowl
9th grade: International Christmas
10th grade: Camping
11th grade: White House Christmas
12th grade: Santa’s Workshop
“I am eager for the 9th grade to be able to 

present and have a taste of everyone’s cultures,” 
said Victoria, freshman. 

As for the seniors, they plan to bring it home 
with intricate details to match their theme. 

“We are trying to improve from last year 
and impress the judges with themed food and 
fun props,” said Cayli, senior. “We also are 
planning to make our presentation and theme 
more interactive for the audience to enjoy.”

The Christmas parties are an enjoyable way 
to get the whole student body to spend time 
with each other and provide some friendly 
competition right before our long break. 

Sixth graders were not to be left out of the action. 

Preschoolers marched through the decorated hallways for their alphabet parade,  
showing off the letter hats and posters that they had created to help them learn. 

This year, students had more time to 
decorate for their class parties. 

Mr. Niggl and many other 
teachers get involved in 

the festivities by decorat-
ing their classrooms with 

Christmas trees.
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A jump above the rest
FBTA’s very own cheer team
by Cassie, junior 

The cheerleading team at FBTA has many 
new faces: Audrey, Emilie, Becca, Joyce, 

freshmen; and Cassie, junior. They are joining 
the original members: Lizzy and Lucia, seniors, 
who are both cheer captains. The girls enjoy 
each other’s company and coming together as a 
team to cheer for the Fairfax patriots. 

“I decided to join cheer because I saw my 
sister join cheer when she was in 7th grade 
which prompted me to want to get involved,” 
said Emilie, a new cheer member. “Also seeing 
the cheerleaders at the pep rallies in the past 
years always made it look like so much fun!”

There are also new additions to the cheer 
staff, including Shakti as alumni assistant coach 
and Miss Skutt assisting the head coach, Coach 
Johnson. 

“I’m assistant coach because Miss Taka ap-
proached me with the opportunity,” Miss Skutt, 
assistant coach, said. “I was actually a volleyball 
player in high school and didn’t like cheerlead-
ers, but I wanted to try something new!” 

With new members and new helpers, there 
have been a few other changes as well. 

“The new things I’ve incorporated into 
cheer this year are more upbeat cheers and 
the praise box, where we pick someone who is 
praiseworthy for the week and let them pick a 
prize out of the box,” Coach Johnson said. “I 
also enjoy getting a new group of girls each year 
because each group brings more youthful ener-
gy, and I appreciate my assistant coaches.” 

The two senior girls, Lizzy and Lucia, both 
enjoy their new leadership roles as cheer cap-
tains. 

“My favorite thing about cheer is engaging 
with the crowd and leading the crowd with the 
cheer,” Lucia said.

The girls meet once or twice a week to 
practice and learn new cheers. So far, they have 
learned over 30 cheers but are hoping to know 
90 by the end of the season. The fan favorite 
cheers are “Clap your hands,” “Be aggressive,” 
and “Turn it up.” 

The cheerleaders cheer for all four teams, 
but cheer the loudest for the varsity boys at 
both away games and home games. You can 
look forward to watching the halftime shows, 
where they perform one of their longer cheers 
in front of the fans. 

Full stands and an enthusiastic crowd help 
the cheerleaders bring energy to the fans. Plan 
to attend a game in the near future, wear your 
white and blue, and support your school with 
spirit! You do not have to be a cheerleader to 
cheer! 

Get’cha head in the game!!
Basketball begins, with new players and coaches
by Malat,  junior

After the volleyball season 
has come to an end, a new 

season is underway: basketball 
season. The varsity girls team, 
coached by Mrs. Tripp, has 
won 2 of the 3 games they have 
played, against Keystone and 
Faith. 

The game against Faith 
went down to the wire, with 
the Patriots winning 44-42. 

“The girls came from behind in the fourth 
quarter to beat Faith,” said Coach Tripp. “It 
was good to see them be able to close a game in 
a thrilling fashion with a victory. Gabby scored 
23 of our 44 points. And Elizabeth scored 11. 
It almost went into overtime, but thankfully, 
we were able to hold on to the victory!” 

The JV girls are coached by Mr. Johnson 
(also the varsity boys coach), and they have 
been dominating this season, winning 3 of the 
4 games they have played, beating Keystone, 
Heritage, and Faith. Their game against Faith 
was also extremely close, going into overtime, 

but the Patriots were able to pull out a win in 
the end. 

“I love learning all the different plays, and 
the team I get to play with,” said Carol, junior.

“I’m excited to have a lot of new people on 
the team,” said Elliott, sophomore. “It’s been a 
lot of fun hanging out and improving with the 
other players.” 

“I really have been enjoying the season this 
far, and I am looking forward to more games, 
especially after winning both of our first two 
games,” said Hanna, 8th grade.

Alley-oop to the Hoop
The JV boys basketball team’s season
by Rudd, freshman 

Throughout this basketball season, the JV 
guys have won two games and lost four. 

In many of the games, the team was blown out 
by twenty points. However, their first game was 
very close, and they won their last two games. 
The season could pretty much go either way 
and be a winning or losing season.

“Honestly, I don’t think we’re doing terri-
ble, and I think that we are a good team, but 
we just need to play more together and take 
things like meetings in the locker room more 
seriously,” said Andrew, freshman. “I also think 
that we need to work more on ball movement.”

“Our speed is one of our advantages; how-
ever, we need to work on ball movement,” said 

Theo, who believes that the JV guys basketball 
team will have a winning season.

The boys practice four days a week after 
school, working on drills and new plays. Due 
to the busy holiday season, Coach Doug Smith 
could not be reached for comment. 

The JV team consists of thirteen boys: Ca-
leb, Theo, Tavian, Andrew, Isaiah, Graham, 
Jackson, Samuel, Kion, Harrison, Oliver, Dan-
iel, and Rudd. The starting five are Caleb, Tav-
ian, Theo, Andrew and Isaiah. 

Several more games are scheduled after the 
Christmas holidays during the months of Janu-
ary and February. 

Home sweet home
Basketball  
is back
by Jaeyun, sophomore

On Monday, Dec. 12, 
FBTA had all four of 

their basketball teams hit 
the court at home on the 
same day. FBTA won three 
of the four games, with the 
one loss being from the var-
sity boys who played a close 
game, but could not pull 
out with a win. 

The JV girls team won 
against Faith with the start-
ers of the team being Kate, 
Ella, Genesis, Daniela, and Ellie. The team ad-
vanced to a record of 3-1. The JV boys, who 
had not yet pulled  off a win, were led by reg-
ular starters Caleb and Andrew, who played an 
incredible game and were able to pull out a win 
against Faith.

“I think we as a team all played together 
and actually played like a team and not just in-
dividuals,” said Andrew, freshman. “Everybody 
was passing the ball well, taking the right shots, 
and making the right decisions. If we keep 
playing as a team I think we’ll be able to win a 
lot more games.’’

The varsity girls were also able to take home 
a win. Led by the starters Gabby, Cayli, Ga-
brielle, Elizabeth, and Elliott, they were able to 
advance their record to 2-1. 

“I think we could’ve played a little bit better 
as a team and worked together a bit more, but 
I am happy that we could pull this win off,” 
said Gabby, junior. “I think Faith was one of 
the better teams, so I think it gave our team a 
much-needed confidence boost.” 

The varsity boys were the only team who 
lost with a score of 51-61. Even though it was 
a tough loss, incredible leadership was shown 
by the starters Isaiah, Ian, Casey, Jackson, and 
Colin, in the way they helped to control the 
pace of the game.

This was also the first home game for the 
varsity boys with their last three games being 
away games. 

“I always prefer playing at home rather than 
away games because of the difference in energy 
from the crowd and our supporters,” said Isa-
iah, junior. “Going through our home pregame 
routines, like running out of the locker room, 
was incredible. Also, being able to finally play 
in front of a home crowd was a great feeling.”

“Playing in front of a home crowd in basket-
ball for the first time was an amazing feeling,” 
said Ethan, senior. “I could feel the energy from 
the crowd. I personally think that even though 
we took a loss, we as a team played the best bas-
ketball that day. I think if we maintained that 
energy for the rest of our games, that we could 
be undefeated for the rest of the season.” 

Tradition edition
 Cheerful Christmas traditions
by Casey, senior

With the Christmas season approaching, 
students and staff are ready to partici-

pate in their favorite unique and merry Christ-
mas traditions. Mrs. Darby bakes dozens of 
cookies every year to swap with family, friends, 
and coworkers. Other teachers shop for unique 
gifts for everyone on their list. Students look 
forward to not dealing with homework for 
nearly two weeks, but they have other tradi-
tions that they add to their holiday. 

“I love decorating Christmas cookies with 

my family,” said Gabrielle, senior, “it is always 
interesting to watch.”

“Every year me and my siblings open one 
gift on Christmas Eve,” said Carol, junior.

“Every Christmas Eve my family goes to 
National Harbor and eats at Rosa Mexicano,” 
said Zachary, junior, “then walks to the MGM 
hotel to watch the Christmas light show.”

In this Christmas season endeavor to create 
special traditions with your families, and make 
memories you’ll never forget.
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Scene at the academy

Thankful for turkey!
K5’s special Thanksgiving Celebration
by Anna, senior

Before students left for Thanksgiving break, 
Ms. Hwang and her kindergarten class had 

an early day of Thanksgiving celebration, filled 
with Thanksgiving crafts, cooking, and games.

The kindergartners played Thanksgiving 
bingo and made Thanksgiving hats that in-
cluded custom-colored turkeys. Using the hats 
as blindfolds, the students played a spin-off 
version of pin-the-tail on the donkey: pin-the-
feathers on the turkey! For a snack, the students 
made their own turkey sandwiches, using veg-
etables and fruits to create the legs and feathers 
of a turkey.

“We made turkey sandwiches for Thanks-
giving, and they tasted very good,” said Hayden. 
“We also made headbands with feathers which 
were very fun.”

To remember what Thanksgiving is truly 
about, the students and teachers spent some 
time sharing what they are grateful for.

“I am thankful to be able to spend this 
Thanksgiving-themed day with my K5 stu-
dents,” said Ms. Hwang, K5 teacher.

When the kindergarten students were asked 
what their favorite part of the day was, the 
most common answer was turkey! Some other 
answers included making headbands, playing 
games, and eating the sandwiches.

“My favorite part of the day was eating tur-
key and playing games with my classmates,” 
said Isaiah.

The kindergarten Thanksgiving celebration 
was a great way for students to enjoy the shorter 
week with crafts and thankfulness while getting 
excited for Thanksgiving day!

Everyone’s favorite holiday
Why Thanksgiving is the best holiday
by Ryan, junior

Last month, students and teachers took 
a break from school for Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving is an important holiday between 
Halloween and Christmas to be thankful for 
the blessings over the past year. Students spent 
their Thanksgiving in many ways, doing what 
they wanted to do or taking a long holiday to 
travel. 

“I rested on Thanksgiving Day, and I also 
spent my time happily studying and playing 
with my friends,” said Lucia, senior.  “But most 
of all, what made me happy was taking a break 
from school.”

Also, as it is an important holiday, students 
see family members who they have not seen for 
a while, such as grandparents and cousins, to 
have dinner together. 

“My grandparents came to my house, and 
we had a good time eating dinner together,” 
said Jackson, senior.  “Also, I watched football 
with my family and studied history by watch-
ing history documentaries.”

Thanksgiving was not just for students. 
Teachers spent holidays traveling with their 
children or having dinner with their parents.

“I went to the beach with my family, and 
watched a movie,” said Mr. Armstrong, history 
teacher. “Also, I ate turkey too.”

Students enjoyed the break and being able 
to do activities other than school. Of course, 
we thank God not only for Thanksgiving, but 
also for every day, but it is still one of the best 
holidays.

It’s called soccer
2022 World Cup, a new FBTA phenomenon
by Elizabeth, senior

Held every four years, the FIFA World Cup 
has turned every study hall, lunch period, 

and school activity at FBTA into a moment of 
high-strung emotions and stress. Actual tears 
and a lot of screaming have resulted from the 
games.

The Brazil team especially has had the most 
profound effect on student/teacher relations. 
Mrs. Vasquez, preschool teacher, has frequently 
expressed her excitement and faith in her team. 
Other people dislike the over-hyped response 
to select players.

“It’s not even that I dislike Brazil, it’s just  
that so many people are cheering only Neymar 
when there are so many other good players,” 
said Colin, senior, soccer fanatic. “When Cam-
eroon won, I was so happy.”

Colin was referring to Brazil v. Cameroon 
on Dec. 2 where Cameroon nailed their over-
time PKs and drove Mrs. Page’s room wild.

“I feel like a lot of times it brings people 

together to watch, and it’s very united in the 
sense that people are becoming invested in the 
tournament,” said Jonathan, senior. “Everyone, 
including teachers, are enjoying it. I feel like 
the tournament, being during the school year, 
allowed everyone to get involved who other-
wise wouldn’t be.”

Other important games included Brazil v. 
South Korea, where the FBTA lunchroom was 
crowded and uncontrolled. 

“Brazil lost, and the World Cup is over! I 
was so sad,” said Mrs. Vasquez. “But we had a 
great party in the K4. I even brought my aides 
jerseys to celebrate. The K3 visited us, and it 
was cute. They were all cheering.”

The USA beat Iran on Nov. 29, but lost to 
the Netherlands on Dec. 3, and were out of the 
bracket.

Croatia beat Morocco for third place last 
week, and on Sunday, Dec. 18, Argentina faced 
France for the 2022 World Champions where 
they won in penalty kicks (4-2) after a 3-3 tie.

Hear them ring! Are you listening?
Handbell choir range and expertise growing
by Noah, junior

This year with all the changes in the mu-
sical program at FBTA, one thing has re-

mained consistent for the past few years: hand-
bells. This year, the handbells program is the 
only musical program that is directed and run 
the same way as previous years. But there have 
also been several new additions, including new 
members and two new octaves of bells. 

Mr. Probus directs the senior high handbell 
choir and has practiced for hours getting ready 
for the Christmas concert. 

“This year, since we had a lot of new people, 
we worked a lot on technique and rhythm ear-
lier in the year,” said Mr. Probus. “Considering 
the difficulty of the song and the fact that half 
of our choir had little experience, I think the 
concert went very well.”

Several handbell choir members have re-
turned this year, creating interesting compar-

isons between this year and previous years. 
Their experience grounds the choir and helps 
it as well.

“[Mr. Probus] has added a fifth lower and 
that has allowed more people to join handbells, 
and it has also created a more melodic tone,” 
said Colleen, junior.

Having never played handbells before, new 
students add to the choir’s talent and have new 
perspectives.

“Adjusting to handbells takes time, but 
according to new students, it is worth the 
change,” said Malat, junior. “When you first 
jump into it, you are nervous you will not un-
derstand it, but as you progress you begin to 
learn and understand more, and it is nice to see 
how you improved when you preform at a con-
cert or at a church. So, it is really nice to see the 
progression.”

FBTeen girls visited 
Ms. Marlie’s home for 
a night out to create 
Christmas cookies 
for their friends and 
families. 

Preschool students show their thankfulness for Miss Rosa by celebrating her birthday with her! 


