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Dramatic finishes
Fairfax places first, second in state tournament

by Jonathan, senior

On Saturday, Oct. 28, the varsity men’s 
soccer team claimed the state cham-

pionship title playing against Valley Baptist 
Christian School in an exciting final that 
ended 3-2. On that same day, the varsity 
girls’ volleyball team placed 2nd in the final 
tournament game.

Both Fairfax teams were seeded 1st going 
into the tournament weekend, with the men’s 
soccer team achieving an 11-0-3 record and 
the women’s volleyball team having a record 
of 13-3. Due to these rankings, neither team 
played a quarterfinal game, as they were ex-
empted from having to qualify for the tour-
nament competition. 

On the soccer field, the varsity men were 
able to manage a 3-0 victory against Heritage 
Christian School during the semifinal match. 
Colin was able to put away the 1st goal for 
the Patriots after Jonathan’s header was dis-
allowed. Colin’s goal was quickly followed by 
Ethan, who was able to place a low shot in 
the bottom right corner of the net. Finally, 
towards the end of the match, Luke put one 
past the keeper to make it Fairfax 3, Heritage 
0.

“Even though we won, I really think our 
speed of play should’ve been faster, since 
we’re capable of playing faster, we just have to 
execute,” said Daniel, senior varsity captain.

In the tournament final versus Valley, 
there were plenty of goals to go around. For 
starters, Colin placed a beautiful left-footed 
shot after taking on the Valley defense. Next, 
both Valley and Fairfax scored, with Luke 
placing a shot past the keeper for Fairfax after 
being assisted by Jonathan. David then pro-
ceeded to score a fantastic goal slipping past 
several of his markers in the midfield. Final-
ly, in a controversial referee call, Valley was 
awarded a penalty in the final moments of 
the match, making the final score-line 3-2.

“We had a great season, and it was a lot of 
fun. Glad we could have an exciting end to it,” 
said Mr. Bradford, varsity men’s coach.

For the ladies’ volleyball, the games were 
decided on a best-of-three basis to ensure that 
every match was played in a quick and efficient 
manner. In the semifinal match versus Gill 
Grove, Fairfax claimed a 3-set victory, winning 
each one 25-21, 25-16, and 25-22 consecutive-
ly. In the final game against Bethel Christian 
School, Fairfax fought valiantly, despite the loss 
handed to them. Bethel won three sets with 25-
17, 25-15, and 25-15.

“I really think the score did not define who 
we were as a team and how hard we worked out 
there. The team unity and togetherness were re-
ally showing, no matter what the board said,” 
said Coach Doug, varsity girls’ coach. 

After the final ended, awards were given to 
the standout players of each team in the tour-
nament. For the Fairfax soccer team, Ethan, 
Daniel, Colin, and David were named to the 
All-Tournament Team. For girls volleyball, 
Elizabeth and Gabrielle were named to the 
All-Tournament team. 

With a 7-0-1 ODACS record, the varsity 
men’s team was able to complete an amazing 
season run with an exciting tournament vic-
tory, and we cannot wait to see how the team 
evolves in the coming years. Go Patriots!

Plantation partying
FBTeens visit Belvedere Plantation
by Elizabeth, senior

On Friday, Oct. 7, the FBT youth group 
traveled to Belvedere Plantation with 

Kyle Spatz, youth pastor, to have some fall 
fun—like getting lost in the corn maze, ped-
dle racing, s’more making, and pig racing. The 
group leaders provided pizza, but there were 
also burgers and funnel cake to purchase. The 
corn maze was the biggest hit.

“Ben got hit on the head with a piece of 
corn thrown by someone on top of a lookout,” 

said Caleb, sophomore. “Getting jump scared 
by Oliver was pretty fun, but then we went 
back to home base and Ben almost died chok-
ing on marshmallows. ”

The farm aesthetic inspired lots of flannel 
and campfire fun as well. Pastor Kyle rented 
two fire pits for everyone to relax and make 
s’mores. The outdoor location prompted some 
other experiences. 

“The shaved ice was good, but I got my 
Yeezees dirty and had to clean them for like an 

The group posed for a photo before the festivities began. 

hour,” said Julian, sophomore. “Eric, Sherlyn, 
Malat, Ella, and I went in the corn maze and 
lost Sherlyn, so we started running and got out 
in like 15 minutes.”

“The ride there was long but the actual 
plantation was great. I got some of their apple 
cider, and not gonna lie, it was ok,” said Har-
rison. “But the funnel cake and the fires were 
awesome. Noah, Zach, Ellie, and I did almost 
everything there.”

Everyone went home with a few new mem-
ories all thanks to the Spatz and the “farmers” 
at Belvedere. 

 

Can’t spell “smart” 
without “art” 
Art added to schedule

Above: The FBTA soccer and volleyball 
teams celebrate after winning 1st and 2nd 
at the ODACS State Championship games 

on Oct. 28. 

Left: Ethan, Daniel, Colin, and David were 
named to the All-Tournament Team.

Below: Fans are enthusiastic as they cheer 
on their favorite players and teams. 

by Noah, sophomore

Many students are eager to take art class 
for the first time. For years, student 

council has been asking and finally this year, 
Mrs. Darby will be teaching art class every 
Monday and Thursday.

“Students have a chance to use their artistic 
ability to create lovely artwork; maybe some for 
the office to show on the display screen,” said 
Mrs. Darby, art teacher. 

Students in the class have already learned 
new art techniques such as coloring, blending, 
and shading. Acrylic painting and other tech-
niques will also be taught throughout the year. 

Students finally have a place to draw their 
hearts away, other than in Miss Lashley’s study 
hall.

“Art class gave me a great opportunity to 
make some new friends,” Harrison, senior, 
said.

Cassie, junior, said she is taking the class 
because “it is a new experience at the school.”

 The creativity of the teacher and art class 
students gives hope for a future of art class at 
FBTA.  Younger students can look forward to 
having art class in their 9th through 12th grade 
years.  
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Space Hamsters:  
Test Taking Tips with Professor Nibbles by Cassie, junior

New crunch on lunch                                                                                                               
FBTA provides new cafeteria lunch options   
by Gabby, junior 

A new school year brings new possibilities, 
and for FBTA, new lunch items is one of 

them. Student council and staff every year lis-
ten to the student body to make as many im-
provements as they can. 

“I like most of the new lunch items, and 
it’s not been either easier or harder to prepare 
them,” said Mrs. Probus, cafeteria manager. 
“Although the biggest difference is that the or-
ders have to be placed earlier, not the morning 
of, since I need to prep the day before.” 

This new adjustment has added more lunch 
options such as mini pizzas, chicken melts, 
chicken salads, and macaroni and cheese. This 
has placed more responsibility on the students 
to become more aware of ordering  their meals 
on time. 

“I recommend the new mini cheese pizza be-
cause they never get old,” said AJ, junior. 

“The most delicious thing I like from school 
is the chicken nuggets,” said Jonathan, kinder-
gartner.

These meals and even the new snack ma-
chines are a part of the continuing investment 
to benefit the students.

High school students take the PSAT and SAT
by Alison, junior

On Wednesday, Oct. 12, sophomores and 
some juniors took the PSAT, and some 

seniors took the SAT. Both PSAT and SAT test-
ing are offered by College Board. The testing 
started at 8:05 a.m. and ended at 12:30 p.m.

The SAT exam has more questions and a 
longer time than the PSAT exam. The PSAT 
testing is 2 hours and 45 minutes, with 60 
minutes for reading, 35 minutes for writing 
and language, and 70 minutes for two math 
sections. The SAT testing is 3 hours, with 65 
minutes for reading, 35 minutes for writing 
and language, and 80 minutes for two math 
sections. 

Many colleges and universities use the 
PSAT score to find the National Merit Scholar-
ship winners. The PSAT has to be taken during 
the 11th grade year to be eligible for this schol-
arship. Although SAT does not necessarily have 
a specific scholarship, some individual colleges 
offer merit-based scholarships depending on 
your SAT score. The PSAT score ranges from 
320-1520 and the SAT score ranges from 400-
1600. Different colleges and universities have 
different criteria for providing scholarships and 
vary according to these ranges.

“Personally, I felt the PSAT wasn’t horrible. 
It was relatively easy, but there were some ques-
tions I didn’t understand,” said Malat, junior. 

“I felt that the PSAT was pretty good this 
year, much better than last year’s in my opin-
ion. I wasn’t as stressed about it this time since I 
had taken it before and I knew what to expect,” 
said Karol, junior. “I feel like the PSAT is help-
ing me to prepare for the SAT, as in, I know 
what to sort of expect when I do take the SAT.”

“I worked over the summer on Khan Acad-
emy to study for the SAT testing,” said Noah, 
junior. “I felt well prepared, because it didn’t 
freak me out too much. This was my fourth 
time taking the SAT.”

Overall, the high schoolers learned valuable 
lessons from this testing. The PSAT and SAT 
exams give students the great opportunity to 
practice for the SAT and to prepare for college. 

“The best preparation will be reviewing 
math and English. Taking higher math will 
be also helpful for preparing for testing,” said 
Mrs. Pigott, SAT adviser. “Look up the online 
resources to take free practice tests and online 
classes to help study for the exams. It gives ideas 
and provides tips for how to prepare for SAT 
and PSAT testing.”

SAT scores will be online in early Novem-
ber, and PSAT will be online in early December 
on the College Board website, so make a Col-
lege Board account to check your score. 

PSAT/SAT TESTING

a student-run newspaper of  
Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy

©2022 by Fairfax Baptist Temple, 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, VA 22039
The Patriot Press is available electronically on our website at FBTacademy.org/news.

Assistant
Yearbook Editors  

Cayli
Anna

Photography  
Editors
Alison 
Noah

Senior Staff 
Isaiah
Cassie
Karol
Malat

Jaeyun

Patriot Press
Staff 

Jonathan
Emilie
Casey
Ryan
Rudd

Gabby
Journalism Advisor 

Mrs. Deanna Dyck

Newspaper Editor
Aislinn

Assistant  
Newspaper Editor

Zachary

Yearbook Editor
Elizabeth

Mrs. Probus stands ready in the 
cafeteria to hand out new lunches. 

Super source center
New resources for everyone
by Ryan, junior

The library was remodeled over the summer 
vacation into a new Resource Center. 

“After Covid disrupted everything and 
brought a halt to the elementary classes mov-
ing around, I was really looking forward to the 
younger students coming down for library time 
again,” said Mrs. Dyck, resource center super-
visor.

The students are responding well to this, 
especially the elementary school students who 
visit the library once a week. Some students 
bring school work with them during their class 
library time, and most students find a book or 
two to take home. After care students can also 
visit the library after school. 

“On average, I would say 70-80 books are 
checked out each week, which is definitely up 
from the past two years,” said Mrs. Dyck. 

“It was nice to see the remodeled library 
because there were many things to see,” said 
Jackson, senior. 

“There are new tables in the library, so it 
is good for reading books and studying,” said 
Lucia, senior. “It’s also neat and nice to see.”  

“Getting new bookshelves also helped to 
modernize the look and gave us a few more 
inches on each side,” said Mrs. Dyck. “With 
the gigantic 8-foot tables gone in the new lay-
out, it is easier to access the shelves to browse 
the books and find something you like.” 



Patriot Press Page 3•  OCT/NOV 2022

Productive Patriot pacing
FBTA students raise money for the academy

The entire student body assembled on the 
soccer field Friday, Oct. 7, for the annual 

Patriot Pace. After posing for the school photo, 
the preschool, elementary, and junior high and 
high school classes began their run around dif-
ferent sections of the field to see how many laps 
they could finish to count toward their pledges.  

The day was 70 and sunny with a light 
breeze, which already made being outdoors 
better than classwork. With parents snapping 
pictures and offering water, the older students 
helped the younger students navigate around 
the cones to finish their laps and pick up their 
lap bracelets. 

After the race, each student received a hot 
dog and chips before heading home for the day. 

Several weeks later after the contributions 
were totaled, the academy held an assembly on 
Nov. 8 to congratulate the participants. The 
students watched a video of photos taken by 
the journalism class showing the memories 
from that day. 

Participants who reached the goal received 

a Chick-fil-A gift card, and students who went 
above and beyond received additional prizes. 

Jacob, 3rd grade, brought in the most con-
tributions and received a $250 Amazon gift 
card. Gabrielle, senior, received a $100 Amazon 
gift card; Amron and Daniela received a $30 
gift card; and Ethan and Evie received a $25 
gift card. A VIP lunch was served by the stu-
dent council on Nov. 29 to students who went 
above and beyond.

The top class was 4th grade, who will re-
ceive a picnic at a local park when the weather 
gets warmer. The runners-up was 6th grade, 
who  received donuts and milk and a pizza par-
ty. Classes who met their class goal (K3, K4, 
K5, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 9th grade) had 
ice cream on Nov. 18.

The school raised nearly $50,000 through 
the Patriot Pace fundraiser that will go toward 
expanding the art program, Bible quiz pro-
gram, improving the school intercom system, 
renovating the school restrooms, and purchas-
ing athletic equipment and uniforms. Students race around cones and through bubbles trying to get to 20 laps to meet their goals.  

The beautiful weather helped to make the event enjoyable.  

Above: Mrs. Darby, Mr. Bradford, and the student council serves ice cream to 
students for reaching their class goals.

Left: A VIP lunch was held for students meeting their personal goals.
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Scene at the 
academy

Interesting events are often happening around 
the academy, and thankfully, our phones are 

always on hand to document the curious scenes 
that are seen.  

Can you find these trees around the academy? 

Celebrate 
Thanksgiving
Kindergarten students celebrate Thanksgiving with 

a special wreath craft and opportunities to share 
their thankfulness. They played the Thanksgiving ver-
sion of “Pin the Tail on the Donkey” with feathers for 
their turkey. 

Special 
Chapel
The preschoolers enjoy their special chapels 

with Pastor Abbey, while the kindergarten 
and 1st grade hear a message from Pastor Kyle. 

HOLIDAY 
THANKSGIVING 
THANKFUL 
TURKEY 
BREAK 

CHRISTMAS 
JESUS 
MANGER 
STAR 
BETHLEHEM 

CAROLS 
PARTY 
PRESENTS
TREE


