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Welcome back!
What’s new? So much!

The school hallways are much more vibrant 
and exciting when school is in session, 

and the administration and teachers are happy 
to welcome the students back!

Returning students will notice many im-
provements and changes right away, from new 
lockers, new paint, new rooms, new carpet, 
and new computer chairs, to several new teach-
ers that are joining us this year. 

School enrollment is at an all-time high 
of 368 students, with the largest high school 
group we have had in the last 20 years. 

Improvements that will be noticed first are 
the areas that are not yet finished: the lower 
level bathrooms. Because of delays in the avail-
ability of supplies (still a result of covid issues), 
the bathroom remodeling was delayed until 
mid-summer, causing the construction to con-
tinue into the school year. 

“We’re going to see how it goes,” Mr. Brad-
ford, school administrator, said. With some 
creative class scheduling and alternating breaks 
between classes, the administration thinks we 
can make it several weeks with fewer bath-
rooms. 

Most projects were finished on time with 
brighter paint in the hallways, new carpet in 
the elementary classroom wing and in the main 

lobby, and new conference rooms on the main 
floor. 

New lockers were delivered and installed 
just last week, with half-size lockers for the 
6th and 7th graders. Sixth graders will now be 
joining the junior high in moving from class to 
class, and will have to get used to the rotating 
schedule. Several 6th and 7th grade girls are ea-
gerly awaiting the locker assignments so they 
can begin decorating them for the school year. 

The library has been converted into a Re-
source Center, keeping the library books, but 
adding new shelving, several computers, and 
a printer/scanner so that students can print 
assignments or do research for their papers. 
Teachers can arrange for students to make up 
tests, check out a book, or borrow a camera. 

The administration and staff are gearing up 
for a full and productive year. 

The downstairs bathrooms were gutted, with new plumbing, sinks, and bathroom stalls being installed, and a  
completion date near the middle of September. The upstairs bathrooms are next, to be completed mid-October. 

The delivery company brought the lockers on a large freight truck and deposited them under the awning. 
Steve and Steve unboxed them, pulled them apart, and installed them last week just in time for school. 

The office has a new screen in the waiting area for 
announcements and photos.  

Mr. Crandall takes a moment to pose as he paints the 
hallways with new shades of gray and white. 

The raised tile in the lobby of the church was replaced 
with carpet. It is much safer with one level flooring.  

The entire elementary wing was recarpeted  
with a more neutral dark gray color. 

The new Resource Center is designed to be a multi-purpose room, including a library, a classroom, 
a testing area, and a scanning/printing area, with several computers for research.

The young adult Bible Study class was the first to try out the new Resource Center this past Sunday. They had a 
special breakfast to kick off the new school year and say goodbye to the college students who are leaving this week. 

The bookstore area was split into two rooms to be used 
for counseling, fellowship, meetings, and 

other church gatherings. 
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Teachers kick 
off the year
Teachers and the administration met Thurs-

day and Friday last week to welcome new 
staff and discuss updates for the school year. 

Mr. Bradford, administrator, covered the 
building updates, 6th grade schedules, and en-
couraged teachers to be patient with students 
as we all navigate the start of the school year 
with a larger student body and no downstairs 
bathrooms. 

“I am looking forward to a great year and 
praying for God’s power and working in our 
school as we train the next generation of ser-
vants for Jesus Christ,” Mr. Bradford said. 

Pastor Abbey talked to the teachers on 
Monday to encourage them to start the year off 
strong by keeping the Lord first in all they do. 
Pastor Abbey graduated from FBTA in 1988 
and marvels that the Lord brought him back to 
help future students in a similar way. 

“I’m so thankful to those at FBTA who in-
vested themselves in my life when I was a stu-
dent,” Pastor Abbey said.  

Several new teachers have joined the ranks. 
The Patriot Press will be interviewing them over 
the next few months so that you can get to 
know them. 

Elementary Teachers
Mrs. Anna (Skutt) Racinos - K3
Mrs. Krista Vasquez - K3 Aide
Mrs. Lediane Vasquez - K4
Mrs. Haidy Amin - K4 Aide
Mrs. Rachel Lee - K4 Aide
Mrs. Dae Hee Hwang - K5
Mrs. Courtney Cooper - K5 Aide
Mrs. Lucy Tucker - K5 Aide
Mrs. Janet Layden - 1st Grade
Mrs. Becky Skutt - 2nd Grade
Miss Corryne Damm - 3rd Grade
Miss Sarah Young - 3rd Grade
Miss Heather Bowers - 4th Grade
Miss Bethany Lawlor - 5th Grade
Mrs. Pam Davis - Elementary Aide
Miss Jenna Miller - Elementary Aide

6th-12th Grade Teachers
Mr. David Armstrong - History
Mrs. Anita Darby - Speech/Art
Mrs. Deanna Dyck - Journalism
Mr. Abdiel Hernandez - Bible/Counseling
Mrs. Amy Lampert - Reading/Health
Miss Rebekah Lashley - English
Mrs. Jeanette (Racicot) Majano - English
Miss Hayley Mueller - Math/Spanish
Mr. Mark Niggl - Science/PE
Mrs. Cherie Page - Math/Science
Mrs. Sarah Pigott - French/Latin
Mrs. Katie Ragsdale - Science/Math
Mr. Jeff Skutt - Bible/Computer/Music
Miss Sarah Skutt - History
Mrs. Anna (Christenson) Smith - Bible/Music
Mr. John Tripp - Financial Management

Specialty Teachers
Mrs. Amanda Probus - Choir/Music
Mr. Doug Smith - PE/Athletic Director

Monthly Scripture 
memory passages
Each month, the student body mem-

orizes passages of scripture together. 
This year they are all taken from 1 Cor-
inthians: 

Sept. I Corinthians 1:18-29
Oct.  I Corinthians 3:11-19
Nov. I Corinthians 6:9-14
Dec. I Corinthians 6:15-20
Jan. I Corinthians 10:23-33
Feb. I Corinthians 12:1-11
Mar. I Corinthians 13:1-13
Apr. I Corinthians 15:1-10
May I Corinthians 15:51-58

The kitchen is always trying to improve 
on our lunch menu, and there are several 

new items to choose from this year. Check your 
Sycamore account for a complete list of lunch 
options and prices. 

Monday 
Chicken Nuggets 
Nuggets Meal (applesauce and carrots)

Tuesday
Classic Salad with chicken 
Macaroni & cheese 
 w/fruit cup & carrots w/ranch 

Wednesday 
A la carte 1 slice cheese/1 slice pepperoni
Cheese pizza w/chips and veggies
Pepperoni pizza w/chips and veggies

Thursday
Chick-fil-A sandwich meal (fruit and a cookie) 
Chick-fil-A wrap meal (fruit and a cookie)
Chick-fil-A sandwich
Chick-fil-A wrap
Chick-fil-A cobb salad

Soccer/Volleyball 
practice begins
Last Monday, students and coaches arrived 

for soccer and volleyball practice at 8 a.m. 
sharp. 

Mr. Bradford, soccer coach, started drills 
and conditioning from day one. The boys came 
ready to work, willing to do whatever it takes 
to be ready for their first home game against 
Heritage Christian School on Tuesday, Aug. 
30. Nathan Page, 2016 alumni, is on board this 
year coaching JV soccer. 

6th through 12th graders are enjoying getting into 
shape for the fall sports season. 

Coach Doug Smith is coaching varsity vol-
leyball, and Cassie Tripp is coaching JV vol-
leyball. Sisters Mrs. Anna Racinos and Miss 
Sarah Skutt have been assisting with drills each 
morning. 

 

Alumni games show team unity
Last Friday night, FBTA alumni faced off 

against the FBTA varsity soccer and volley-
ball teams in the now annual alumni games. 

The high school team played well, despite 
having only a week of practice. But many of 
them had played together last year, and most 
of those teamwork skills came back to them 
quickly. 

“I’m too old for this! I am so out of shape!” 
Jay Meredith, 2015 FBTA alumni, said, as he 
ran past the fans. 

“I thought I should just let the younger 
alumni tackle it this year,” Pastor Abbey, 1988 
FBTA alumni, said. 

“I got tired more quickly than I did in high 
school,” Connor Dyck, 2015 alumni, said. 
“Those conditioning exercises really pay off.”

The high school soccer team beat the alum-
ni 3-1, showing they are already working to-
gether as a team. 

The volleyball team had a tougher time at 
first, with the alumni (which included captains 
from the 2020 and 2021 teams) winning the 
first game; however, the girls fought back and 
won the next two. 

The alumni team won the 4th and 5th 
games, although it was technically cheating 
since Mr. Probus jumped in and out to keep 
the game close and to give the high school team 
practice against some hard spikes.  

The alumni games are always a fun way to 
get in some competitive practice before the sea-
son starts; and the coaches and teachers enjoy 
catching up with what the alumni are doing. 

Friday 
hot dog $2.00
hot dog meal 
 w/macaroni & cheese & veggies

A la carte
Mini Chicken tacos (4) or (6)
Mini Cheese Pizza
Chicken melt
Ramen – chicken (5th grade and up)
Ramen – shrimp
Uncrustable
Apple slices
Grapes
Veggies with dip
White milk
Chocolate milk
Apple juice

New items on the menu!

Student body officers
Our newly elected student body officers are eager to get to work and have already met to 

discuss the upcoming school year. We look forward to hearing their thoughts as they begin 
planning for a successful first week. 

Harrison, Student Body Rep
Elizabeth, Student Body Rep
Alison, Secretary
Gabrielle, Special Events Coord

Colin, Senior Rep
Carol, Junior Rep
Marcella, Sophomore Rep
Daniel, Freshman Rep
Daniel, 8th Grade Rep
Emma, 7th Grade Rep

Don’t forget!
School picture day is early in the year on 

Friday, Aug. 26. Senior pictures will be the fol-
lowing week on Wednesday, Aug. 31. 

Academy Closed
Labor Day

Monday, Sept. 5


