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Graduation giddiness gradually grows
by Elizabeth, junior

On May 27, at 7 p.m., the class of 2022 
will waive their last goodbyes and step 

into the future after their graduation.
Imagine the satisfaction of graduating af-

ter thirteen years of education . . . the finish 
line is within arm’s reach for our seniors. They 
did it! The anticipation alone is a lot. They’ll 
be donning their blue cap and gown, walking 
down the center, and saying their goodbyes to 
the school. 

“This is a moment I’ve dreamt of my entire 
life,” said Aaron. “Walking down that aisle with 
my classmates will be a truly surreal experience. 
I can’t wait to celebrate with my friends, family, 
and fellow classmates  . . . they all played a role 
in getting me to the place I am in, and I am 
grateful to share this occasion with them.”

“I’m really excited about graduation,” said 
Twila. “It’s wild to think that it is finally here! 
I’m very grateful for the opportunities I’ve had, 
and I can’t wait to see how they will pan out in 
the future.”

“I’m most excited for the aftermath of grad-
uation than the ceremony itself,” said Amy . 
“I’m super excited to be able to hang out with 
my friends afterward, and I’m likewise super 
excited to be graduating with the people I’m 
graduating with.”

Please plan to join us this Friday to con-
gratulate their achievements! The graduation 
ceremony begins at 7 pm and is followed by a 
reception in the Family Life Center. 

Great job guys you’ve finally made it!

Seniors practice tossing their caps in the air 
for their graduation. 

Best ever senior class trip
On Monday, May 16, the senior class, led 

by Bro. Kyle and Marlie Spatz, embarked 
on their Senior Trip. They drove 8 hours to The 
Wilds Christian Camp in Brevard, NC, where 
they spent their time hiking, rafting, swim-
ming, and drinking coffee. 

After four days at the Wilds, the class head-
ed down to Charleston, SC, where they stayed 
at a house on nearby Sullivan’s Island, right 
in front of Fort Sumter. The seniors, along 
with Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong, took a carriage 
ride around the city, rode bikes on the island, 
played games, and much, much more.

“Charleston was so, so much fun,” said 
Amy. “The conversations we had and the jokes 
we made are now memories I will never forget. 
I loved bike riding to the beach in South Caro-
lina and eating a ton of ice cream at the Wilds, 
but ultimately being able to experience these 
things with the people I grew up with is what 
makes them so unforgettable.”

“At the beginning of my senior year I had 
this preconceived expectation of how the se-
nior trip would be, but I can say that my ex-
pectations were blown away,” said Aaron. “This 
senior trip was perfect. Being around friends, 
eating great food, and experiencing new places 
and things; these are memories that will stick 
with me.”

“Even though it was my first year at FBTA, 
I feel from this trip I have grown so much clos-
er to my classmates and created memories I 
will cherish forever,” said Deborah. “From zip 
lining and tubing at the Wilds to staying at a 
beautiful beach house in Charleston, I had so 
much fun singing and eating ice cream with 
my friends!”

“The planning process was a little more 
difficult than I was expecting so I was a lit-
tle nervous for how it would turn out,” said 
Twila. “Fortunately it was the best senior trip 
ever! I had so much fun doing everything 
from rafting, tubing, and hiking at the Wilds 
to relaxing on the beach and taking a carriage 
ride through the city of Charleston. It definite-
ly helped that I had the best group of people 
with me who could make even 8-hour van 
rides fun.”

The seniors pose for one final photo at The Snack while on their senior trip at the Wilds. photo by Mrs. Spatz 

One step closer to first grade
Kindergarten graduation is Thursday night!
by Anna, junior

The kindergartners have an exciting day ap-
proaching, as they graduate from kinder-

garten and move up to 1st grade!
The kindergarten graduation will take place 

Thursday evening and is a great time to cele-
brate and congratulate the kindergartners as 
they enter into 1st grade next year.  

Ms. Ascher has planned numerous activi-
ties for graduation as the students will present 
a summary of what they’ve learned throughout 
the year. The students have learned and prac-
ticed new songs that they will sing, along with 
reading a Psalm and presenting some of their 
math skills.

Although there was some nervousness 
about being in front of so many people, the 
kindergartners are more excited than nervous 
for their graduation, and are looking forward 

to showing off what they’ve learned and their 
achievements to their parents and the school. 
Even more, the students are so excited to be in 
1st grade next year!

Not only are the students thrilled, but Ms. 
Ascher, the K-5 teacher is also so proud and ex-
cited for the kindergartners.

“This class has grown so much, and I’m 
excited to show their parents what they’ve ac-
complished this year and celebrate the end of 
the school year,” Ms. Ascher, K-5 teacher, said.

Ms. Ascher is also planning a small recep-
tion at the school entrance following the cer-
emony. 

Congratulations to all FBTA kindergart-
ners! Please plan to come and celebrate this 
special and exciting day for the kindergartners 
this Thursday evening, May 26, at 6:30 p.m. 

Awards Programs:  Friday, May 27
 8:15 a.m.     1st-3rd grade Classroom Awards — Fellowship Hall
 8:15 a.m.     4th-6th grade Classroom Awards — Auditorium
 11:15 a.m.   Final Awards Assembly — Auditorium 
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Marvelous missions
Fairfax Baptist Temple hosts missions conference
by Aislinn, sophomore 

Church planters and missionaries from 
around the world came to Fairfax Bap-

tist Temple for the 2022 missions conference 
during the week of April 27. Some, like guest 
speaker Danny Whetstone, had planned to 
come for a long time, others came after having 
to unexpectedly leave their countries.

“We were told we needed to get out of Be-
larus. With what is currently going on in Russia 
and Ukraine, there are soldiers going through 
Belarus and we had to leave the country,” said 
our missionary to Belarus. “Please pray that we 
will be able to go back soon.” 

Whether planned or not, all can agree that 
this conference was more than a blessing. The 
nine families that attended made up a diverse 
group of people. Some like our missionary to 
Belarus; our missionary to Romania; and Tati-
ana Cordiero, our missionary to Brazil, could 
trace their family heritage straight back to the 
countries they went to, saying they had felt the 
call to go to the place their family came from. 

Others went to places completely foreign 
to them, like our missionaries who were called 
to China after supporting a group of men in 
the country for several years. 

An unusual thing in this year’s conference 
was several of the missionaries’ fields were 
somewhere in the United States. The Pigotts 
were off to Texas. The Dice family came from 
their mission post in Jamaica, Queens, NYC. 
The Leierers headed to Portland. All prompted 
us to consider what a missionary is. 

“[A missionary is] anybody sent out from 
the church to go to minister somewhere else, 
whether that’s across the country or the world,” 
said Mr. Niggl, science teacher. “Jesus said ye 
will be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria 
and to the uttermost part. It’s an ever widening 
circle.”

“A missionary is someone who shares the 
gospel with others,” said Miss Muller, Spanish 
teacher.

In addition to this, the conference had 
both returning missionaries and new ones. 
Those who had already been on the field had 
some interesting stories to tell.

When asked what his weirdest experience 
in New York was, Dana Dice related the story 
of knocking on a door to be faced with an an-
gry woman holding up a butcher knife. Appar-
ently she thought he was her husband trying to 
get back in. Mr. George from Romania related, 
with much enthusiasm, his take on pig slaugh-
tering day—that is until he realized not all the 
students enjoyed the story as much as he did. 

On Friday, towards the end of the confer-
ence, attendees were treated to a foreign feast. 
On international night, everyone was encour-
aged to dress in traditional cultural clothes and 
meet in the gym after the service for a taste of 
each country represented at the conference. 
Pavê, a Brazilian dish made with layers of 
cream, custards and cookies, in particular was 
delicious.

As each of the missionaries continually said, 
there is no better place than at the center of 
God’s will. For those wondering, interested, or 
called to missions, prayer is key. It’s also wise 
to make the most of language classes, develop 
skills in foreign language learning, and look for 
opportunities such as the BIMI missions camp 
to prepare.

Each of the missionaries asks for prayer.
 

A night to remember
Senior high spring banquet
by Karol, sophomore

A highlight of the year is when sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors spend an evening out 

on the town at the annual Teen Banquet, which 
was held on May 13. The girls wore beautiful-
ly designed formal dresses, while the guys were 
able to wear fancy suits and tuxedos.

“My favorite part of the banquet is being 
able to dress up, and all the time there is to talk 
and get to know each other better,” said Liddy, 
junior.

To start off the evening, students visited 
Selfie World at Tysons Corner Mall, in Vienna. 
A highlight of the night, students were able to 
take some wonderful and creative photos with 
different backdrop designs in picture booths 
filled with props and color.

“My favorite part of the banquet was taking 
the pictures at Selfie World and seeing all the 
fun picture booths there,” said Colleen, soph-
omore.

“Selfie World, place where we stopped for 
pictures was my favorite,” said Gabrielle, ju-
nior. “I’d never been to a place like that, and it 
was fun to pose and be a photographer.”

“My favorite part was taking pictures at Sel-
fie World,” said Carol, sophomore. “I LOVED 
the different backdrops!”

The second part of the evening was at Fogo 
de Chao, a Brazilian Steakhouse, giving stu-
dents the chance to enjoy all different kinds of 
meat, shrimp, and lobster, and a tasty salad bar. 

“The food, as always, is exciting and was a 
new experience,” said Liddy. “One thing’s for 
sure . . . you’ll never go hungry when eating at 
that restaurant!”

“The food was AMAZING,” said Cassie, 
sophomore. “The restaurant was very nice and 
the service was good. I enjoyed all the food, but 
my favorite was the shrimp. I had never been to 
the teen banquet before, so going for the first 
time was exciting. I honestly had a really mag-
ical evening filled with photos, food, and the 
company of friends.”

The high school students had a fun and 
magical time together, especially with the se-
niors as they graduate and take off into the next 
part of their life. Great photos, great food, and 
great friends, made it a fantastic night full of 
wonderful memories.

FBT was blessed by the Spring Mission’s Conference, 
where they heard from 9 wonderful missionary families 
from around the world. Danny Whetstone was the key-

note speaker and Larry Brubaker led the music.

Mr. and Mrs. Bradford 
got into the spirit during 
the international event 

Friday evening. 

Attendees won’t quickly 
forget Mr. Brubaker 

directing the music with 
his trombone.

The teens posed for a 
group picture outside of 
the church before going 

to the restaurant.  

Teens had a great time posing at the different booths at Selfie 
World in Tysons Corner Mall before going to Fogo de Chao. 
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Hip hip hooray for Mother’s Day!
Preschoolers perform at Mother’s Day brunch
by Cassie, sophomore

On May 6, dozens of moms filed into the 
fellowship hall, poured cups of coffee, 

and talked with each other as they anticipated 
celebrating at the Mother’s Day Brunch with 
their children. Once everyone was seated, the 
preschoolers lined up on the stage, as Moms 
pulled out their phones to record the perfor-
mance.

The kids sang several songs, directed by 
Mrs. Vasquez, for their moms. The songs in-
volved classic tunes such as “Itsy Bitsy Spider” 
and “Wheels on the Bus,” and included lots of 
hand motions. The moms were touched by the 
special performance and all the work that was 
put into it.

Mrs. Vasquez planned the program, songs, 
and hand motions, and made sure that every-
one got in enough practice before the big show.

Mrs. Darby and Mr. Vasquez were in charge 
of creating a slide show that set the mood. They 
put on a video that displayed nature scenery 
and played instrumental hymns. 

“The moms said this was a memorable day, 
and they felt so loved and appreciated,” said 
Mrs. Vasquez, K4 teacher. “The students’ fa-
vorite part was having their moms with them, 
singing, and watching the video.”

The moms not only enjoyed the perfor-
mance, but all the food as well. Each table was 
beautifully set, and donuts, cinnamon rolls, 
and cheese danishes were available. There was 
also a separate coffee table with fresh coffee, 
creamer, sugar, and cups. 

The fellowship hall was filled with flower 
decorations and pastel tablecloths. There was a 
large banner hanging next to the door reading, 
“Happy Mothers Day.” Twila, senior class rep, 
was kind enough to volunteer to escort moms 
from the front door to the fellowship hall.

We are so thankful for our mothers!

Use your voice, make your choice
Elections determine student body reps
by Xavier, freshman

Student elections are the best way to choose 
your class’s representative to invoke change 

throughout the school.
A student election allows students to com-

pete in order to represent their class and be able 
to take legitimate issues to the administration.

“They’re a great way for students to show 
their school spirit and find leaders in the stu-
dent body,” said Daniel, junior. 

“It’s very competitive, but a great way to 
show how students would lead the school to 
greater heights,” said Enoch, freshman. 

“[Elections] make sense by giving anyone a 
shot,” said Jada, 7th grade.

Holding student body elections is also 
a good way for students to learn about cam-
paigning, speeches, and responsibilities while 
in junior high and high school. 

Candidates gave speeches in chapel, and 

students voted immediately afterward. Mr. 
Bradford made an all-school announcement 
over the intercom later that afternoon. 

Though some may be disappointed with 
these results, others are already strategizing for 
next year. 

Student Body Officers
Harrison, Student Body Rep
Elizabeth, Student Body Rep
Alison, Secretary
Gabrielle, Special Events Coord

Class Representatives
Colin, Senior Rep
Carol, Junior Rep
Marcella, Sophomore Rep
Daniel, Freshman Rep
Daniel, 8th Grade Rep
Emma, 7th Grade Rep

Above: Mrs. Hwang, K4 teacher, makes sure  
each mom feels special at the brunch. 

Below: Preschoolers sing their favorite songs  
for their mothers. 

Yearbook dedication
Students receive their 2022 yearbooks
by Isaiah, freshman

A few weeks ago, FBTA students received 
their 2022 yearbook. The dedication cer-

emony was the culmination of the hard work 
of the yearbook staff, who celebrated the book 
with a 19-minute year-in-review video, and 
dedicated the yearbook to Mr. Bradford.

The yearbook staff met regularly each 
Wednesday after school, from 3:20 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m., to work on their assigned yearbook 
pages and discuss ideas for the book. 

“The process of writing a yearbook happens 
very fast and does not have a lot of breaks; but 
when it is finished, it is fun to see everyone’s 
reaction,” said Amy, senior yearbook editor. 

Once the yearbook is finished and the year-
book dedication is near, the pressure and ex-
citement builds. The staff is challenged to keep 
the yearbook dedicatee a secret; fortunately, 
the secret was kept this year and the dedicatee 
never found out until the dedication.

“It was a special challenge this year to keep 
it a secret from our administrator,” said Mrs. 
Dyck, yearbook advisor. “We told very, very 
few people, and I just kept hoping he wouldn’t 
ask to see it before the ceremony.” 

“When my name was announced as the re-
cipient at the ceremony, I was very surprised,” 
said Mr. Bradford, school administrator.

Mr. Bradford came to FBTA in 2014, and 
has been busily working ever since to make the 
academy a stronger, better place. The student 
body has grown from 140 students to almost 
350 in the time he has been here. The editors 
were especially excited to be dedicating the 
yearbook this year to Mr. Bradford. 

An additional perk of being part of the 
yearbook staff is knowing what is coming be-
fore everyone else.

“It was cool to have behind-the-scenes 
knowledge about who was the yearbook ded-
icatee and what the book looked like,” said 
Jaeyun, freshman yearbook staffer.

This year’s yearbook staff had many tight 
deadlines and canceled classes, but the dedi-
cation was a proper end to the students’ hard 
work.

The yearbook staff heads to the back of the auditorium to prepare the books for handout after the ceremony. 

FBTA named in Jostens 2022 National 
Yearbook Program of Excellence 
FBTA program recognized for dynamic and engaging yearbook

Jostens, the leading producer of yearbooks 
and student-created content, today an-

nounced that FBTA’s yearbook program has 
achieved the Jostens 2022 National Yearbook 
Program of Excellence award at the Gold Level. 

The National Yearbook Program of Excel-
lence recognizes engaging yearbooks that re-
flect a broad representation of the student body 
while helping students develop 21st century 
skills such as communication, collaboration, 
and information and communication technol-
ogies (ICT) literacy.  

Jostens’ National Yearbook Program of Ex-
cellence Awards are presented twice a year, in 
spring and in fall based on the yearbook’s arriv-
al date at the school. The award was presented 
to the FBTA yearbook program for achieving 
defined criteria in all three of the following 
categories: creating an inclusive yearbook, gen-
erating school engagement, and successfully 
managing the yearbook creation process.  

“Jostens is proud to recognize those individ-
uals who have created an exceptional yearbook 
for their school and community,” said Tammy 
Whitaker, Jostens VP and COO Yearbook 
Division. “These schools did an exceptional 
job on multiple levels, despite the challenges 
presented by this school year. Yearbooks are a 
critical part of capturing and telling a school’s 
story, and Jostens is dedicated to supporting 
yearbook staff members as they do their im-
portant work.”

Founded in 1897, Jostens has produced 
school yearbooks for over 60 years. Jostens 
and their local Jostens representatives provide 
a combination of journalism education and 
technology tools to deliver a learning experi-
ence that helps students develop 21st century 
skills in journalism, photography, writing and 
design, leadership and business while creating 
the permanent record of the school year. 
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Something to sing about!
Elementary and secondary spring concerts
by Malat, sophomore 

FBTA held its annual spring concerts on 
May 6 and May 12, with the first concert 

showcasing the elementary choir and band, 
displaying the skills and hard work that they 
have put into music throughout the year. The 
second concert was the junior and senior high 
choir, band, and handbells, along with the act-
ing group from ODACS and Nationals.

“I loved this year’s concert, especially for 
the wider range of performances, from the 

choir and band, to the handbells and acting, 
loved it all!” said Carol, sophomore. 

“It was great to see everyone’s hard work as 
the school year came to an end,” said Elliott, 
freshman. 

“It was awesome to see the improvement 
within the handbells and choir compared to 
that of the Christmas concert and ODACS,” 
said Noah, sophomore.

The elementary handbell choir smiled through 
difficulties after they got off track and had to 

restart their special. 

Here’s the dish 
Jr. high manners banquet 
by Cayli, junior

Along with warmer temperatures, the 
month of May brings new fun-filled activ-

ities. The junior high students at FBTA had the 
opportunity to display good table manners and 
proper etiquette skills during part of their final 
exam — a manners banquet.

Holding a banquet allowed for students to 
practice the skills that they learned throughout 
the year and also be examined by their teachers, 
parents, and fellow classmates. 

“It was disastrous and extremely stressful!” 
said Hanna, 7th grade. “Our table’s host was 
Mr. Bradford. My table had trouble communi-
cating with each other during some moments, 
but the chicken and the variety of the meals 
served made up for it.”

“Although I did not have the opportunity 
to be seated with my best friends, it was still 

such a fun experience,” said Joyce, 8th grade. 
“I was definitely able to gain knowledge that I 
need for my future.” 

Along with Mrs. Darby and a few volunteer 
high school students, the student council mem-
bers served as the waiters. They also plated and 
presented the food to the junior high students. 

“Many tasks at the formal dining table were 
meticulous, but we were still able to have an 
enjoyable time with each other, our hostesses, 
and the waiters which served us,” said Tavian, 
8th grade.     

Shoutout to our upcoming Senior class. We are excited to see how the Lord will use them 
to lead our student body next year!

Discipleship groups
Another way to connect 
by Emily, sophomore

During the school year, FBTA dedicates one 
Thursday of each month for discipleship 

groups. A small group of students is assigned to 
a faculty member, and the leader of the group 
gives a devotional to those students. 

“I like our running themes in our devo-
tionals, and how they were all connected,” said 
Miss Mueller, teacher. “I had a great group of 
girls this year, and I really enjoy the opportuni-
ty to have smaller groups, as opposed to chap-
el, which is more special to get to know more 
about the girls.”

Discipleship groups are a great way for 
teachers and students across all grade levels to 
get to know each other, and the devotionals re-
ally encourage and teach students how to live 
for the Lord.

“I really like having discipleship groups, 
and the great relationships developed between 

students and the faculty,” said Liddy, junior. 
“However, I wish we had them more than once 
a month, because the devotionals are really en-
couraging, but it also can be fun sometimes.”

“I really enjoyed the discipleship groups, 
but I hope next year we can have more one-
on-one time with our leader and also for us to 
have more time than just once a month,” said 
Marcela, freshman. “I also appreciate Mrs. Dar-
by coming in and leading our group through 
this rough time she is going through!”

Discipleship groups give students another 
way to connect with a teacher and with each 
other, which can be helpful especially when 
they may be going through a hard time. It is 
also great that students and teachers can pray 
for each other’s prayer requests. Most impor-
tantly, students can learn how to grow in the 
Lord in their everyday lives.                                  

Preschool picnicking
by Ben, freshman

The preschoolers hosted a class picnic at the 
pavilion after school on May 19. For the kids, 

this picnic is a time to eat, get awards, and have 
fun. For the adults, it’s a time to recognize the 
teachers for their hard work and the commitment 
of the parents.

“It was a good time,” said Gabby, sophomore. 
“They’re all so cute and time really does fly by. 
Even in a year they’ve grown so much.” 

“It was fun,” said Jonathan, preschooler. “I 
loved the food.” 

The preschool picnic is a fun event enjoyed by 
the preschoolers and another opportunity for par-
ents to see what their children are learning.

7th and 8th graders are put through the paces as 
they try to figure out the best way to eat during their 

“manners banquet” for the best grade. 

The jr and sr high band performed beautifully at the annual spring concert. 

Preschoolers celebrate 
the end of the year with 

a family picnic. 
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A chance to be champions
White team wins indoor soccer championship

Cheering to victory
Thank you to our cheerleaders
by Mrs. Dyck, newspaper advisor

We wanted to give a shout-out to our 
FBTA cheerleaders, who came to each 

of our home games to cheer on our varsity bas-
ketball teams.

Coach Johnson worked with the girls as 
they practiced several days after school each 
week, led our pep rallys in group cheers, per-
formed during half-time, and kept our spirit 
high all season.  

2021-2022 FBTA Cheer Team 
Lucia, Alice, Shakti,  

Coach Johnson, Morgan,  
Lizzy, Sherlyn.

by Zachary, sophomore

On Monday, May 16, the White team de-
feated the Red team 8-3 in the Indoor 

Soccer Championship. The Yellow team defeat-
ed the Green team in the consultation game to 
take third place.

The FBTA Indoor Soccer League consisted 
of five teams: Red, Green, Yellow, Black, and 
White. Most teams played once per week, with 
one team playing twice to keep up with the lack 
of a sixth team. 

At the end of this season, the White and 
Red teams, the top two teams, met to play 
against each other in the championship. The 
White team, led by Colin, had five other play-
ers: Jonathan, Nathan, Zachary, Austin, and 
Harrison. The Red team, led by Casey, is made 
up by five other members: Ian, Daniel, Rudd, 
Ryan, and Yohan. 

The game was tied 1-1 at halftime, but 
White came back and took the win. Both teams 
played well, with both sides having good team-
work and good plays.

“I think we played great,” said Colin, ju-
nior, “but I could have definitely taken better 
shots.”

“I played well,” said Jonathan, junior, “but 
my weak foot definitely needed work since 

I only scored 5 goals with it across the whole 
season.”

“I think I played relatively well considering 
I jammed my fingers,” said Nathan, sopho-
more. “However I could have done better on 
diving for the ball.”

Both teams have greatly improved since 
their first game, with White ending the season 
with 7 wins and 2 losses, and Red with 6 wins 
and 3 losses.

“Everyone’s technical skills improved and 
people learn learned to play their positions bet-
ter,” stated Colin. “Overall our team chemistry 
improved a lot.”

“At first, I wasn’t the best as goalie,” Nathan 
commented. “But I accepted my position and 
grew from there.”

“Our team definitely had more chemistry 
towards the end,” Jonathan said, “because it 
went from just me and Colin passing and drib-
bling to trusting our back line more. Overall we 
improved as a unit by trusting each other and 
using the team more than just Colin and me.”

End of girls’ soccer season 
Girls achieved personal goals this season
by Alison, sophomore

After the games against CHE United and 
Faith, the varsity girls’ soccer team kept 

practicing hard to prepare for their final games, 
always striving to play their best. Although 
the team lost the last two games against Fresta 
Valley and the Richmond Warhawks, the girls 
worked hard and played their best.

The team planned to participate in the 
Richmond Warhawks tournament, but the 
tournament was canceled at the last minute, 
and the girls’ soccer season concluded.

“Overall our scores weren’t the best, but we 
are still a very young team, and we’ve grown so 
much this past season,” said Carol, sophomore. 
“We all are very supportive of each other, and I 
can’t wait for next year.”

“This year was challenging because of the 
big age difference in our team,” said Mr. Her-
nandez, varsity girls’ soccer coach. “We have 

many 6th and 7th graders, and no seniors. We 
just have a handful of older students. I didn’t 
have super high expectations to go undefeated; 
my expectation this year was development. So, 
in the developmental aspect, this varsity girls’ 
soccer season was successful.”  

This soccer season was a great opportunity 
for the girls to enhance their skills throughout 
practice and the competition.  

The girls’ soccer team had tremendous 
growth and were able to finish well with the 
coaching of Mr. Hernandez and Mrs. Tripp, 
and the support of the parents. The varsity girls 
are looking forward to the next soccer season. 

FBTA athletic awards
You get an award, you get an award, and you get an award!
by Jaeyun, freshman

The athletic awards, on Tuesday evening, 
May 3, was a time for coaches to recognize 

players and their accomplishments, and coach-
es to be thanked by the administration. 

The people who excelled the most on their 
team were recognized with awards ranging 
from best offensive player to best defensive 
player, and even for the person who showed the 
most Christian character on the team. 

“It was really cool to be recognized for the 
hard work our team put into the season,” said 
David, junior. “I received the award for best 
offensive player in soccer, but more important-
ly, it was nice to be acknowledged for the hard 
work the whole team put into our season.” 

“The best part was when my friends and 
I were all up on stage getting awards, and I 
would look at someone, and we would start 
laughing because it was pretty awkward to be 
up there,” David continued. “But I really loved 
that we are able to be acknowledged in such a 
cool way.”

“Being recognized for all the hard work we 
put into the season was great,” said Isaiah, soph-

omore. “I felt like all the hard work, whether it 
was for basketball or soccer, had paid off. I felt 
that even more people deserved to be rewarded 
after all the hard work they put in.”

There was also an interesting part of the 
sports banquet where Coach Doug, Athletic 
Director, arrived late to the banquet because 
someone hit his car. But Mr. Bradford covered 
so that nobody realized the absence.

“Even though I was a bit late to the sports 
banquet, I was still able to reward my players, 
said Coach Doug. “It is always a joy to be able 
to honor my players with a small token of how 
much they accomplished during the season. 
I also always feel like there is an award which 
multiple players could receive, but, sadly, I have 
to choose just one player. But I guess that’s one 
of the challenges of being a coach. And I love 
all my players and I am definitely going to look 
forward to coaching them next year!”

Charity, senior, was awarded the Athletic 
Director’s Award, which is given to the junior 
or senior who demonstrated the most dedica-
tion to the FBTA athletic department over the 
past school year. The award was well-deserved.    

Coach Doug acknowledges his JV soccer team for all of their hard work this past season. 

The girls worked hard during each game this 
season to improve their skills. 
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Scene at the 
academy

Interesting events are often happening around 
the academy, and thankfully, our phones are 

always on hand to document the curious scenes 
that are seen.  

The physics class took a field trip to the park-
ing lot for a demonstration of Hooke’s Law, 
which relates the amount of force applied to 
a spring and the resulting compression of the 
spring. For the pogo stick, the more force you 
apply, the more potential energy you gain and 

the higher you will bounce. 

After losing bet after bet on 
whether he would make a 

shot into the basketball net 
during the last Thursday 

study hall of the year, Nathan 
ended up wearing most of his 

uniform in reverse order. 

Donate used books to FBTA!
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

FBTA is collecting book donations through-
out the summer to help raise money for our 

library. If you have any books to donate, please 
bring them in!

Books that can be used will be processed 
into our library, and duplications or other 
books that are not sold at the summer book sale 
are able to be traded in for book credit toward 
purchasing books that are needed.

Every little bit helps! Thank you for your 
donations!

Thank you to our staff
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

Thank you to the journalism class for all of 
the work they have done on the yearbook 

and newspaper this year. Even those who didn’t 
think they enjoyed writing have improved so 
much, and the yearbook continues to get bet-
ter every year. 

I know the deadlines were tough, and the 
pressure during midterms was intense, but you 
all produced a great product. I appreciate the 
perseverance, and I know our readers do as 
well. Have a great summer!

Elementary Olympics
ODACS elementary field day competitions
by Noah, sophomore

Elementary students participated in the 
ODACS field day on May 3, where they 

participated in athletic competitions against 
three other schools. 

In the overall competition, FBTA got third 
place, right behind Keystone, and with Heri-
tage getting first. 

While winning is important, good sports-
manship is important as well and was greatly 
shown by our school with the cheering on the 
bleachers and the congratulation after the com-
petitions. 

“The ODACS field day was a good day of 
fun and excitement,” said Coach Doug, who 
helped coordinate the event. “We had four 
teams in total, and it was a close matchup for 
the first-place trophy. The sportsmanship was 
also a joy to see as competitors congratulated 
each other on their successes. Also, it was so 
good to see Mr. Dan Zacharias back and watch-
ing the kids compete. So, overall a great day, 

and I’m looking forward to next year.”
Between the excited atmosphere and the 

fun competitions, there was a lot to do. 
“I was in the 50 meter and the 400 meter 

dashes,” Jacob, 4th grade, said. “My favorite 
part was the cheering on the bleachers.”

The field day also gave students a chance 
to participate in different athletic competitions, 
even students who do not usually participate in 
sports, to push themselves in a unique way. 

“I competed in the 800 meter dash,” said 
Ben, 6th grade. “It was really fun because it 
gave me a challenge to race against others and 
try to push myself.”

Not to be confused with the ODACS Field 
Day, FBTA held their own more casual Elementa-
ry Field Day for students, grades 1 through 6, on 
Wednesday, May 25. This allowed more students 
to participate, and to enter the competitions and 
obstacle courses just for fun. 

The FBTA ODACS team 
gathered on the bleachers to 
cheer on their classmates. 

Continuing education
Teachers graduating with Master’s Degrees

Along with the kindergarten and senior 
graduations, several teachers are continu-

ing their education and graduating with their 
masters degrees this spring. 

Miss Rebekah Lashley, English teacher, 
received her masters in Secondary Education, 
from Crown College of the Bible, Knoxville, 
TN, on May 2.

“For my capstone project I did research 
on distance learning vs. traditional learning,” 
Miss Lashley said. “It was neat how having to 
teach online my first year kind of paved the 
way for my interest in that area.”

Miss Corynne Damm, 3rd grade teacher, 
received her masters in Education with an em-
phasis in Classroom Instruction, from Veritas 
Baptist College, on May 5.

Mrs. Katie Ragsdale, science lab teacher, 
received her masters in Middle/High School 
Science from Liberty University, on May 6.

Mr. David Armstrong received his mas-
ters degree in History from George Mason in 
December, 2021. His research centers on early 
American history, with a focus on the social 
history of the South Carolina lowcountry. 

Miss Lashley Miss Damm Mrs. Ragsdale Mr. Armstrong

Senior graduation  
announcements are starting 
to fill up the bulletin board. 

We are so proud of our 
graduates, and can’t wait 

to see how the Lord will use 
them in the future. 

The large book recycle bin has appeared in 
the hallway again ... another tell-tale sign that 
the end of the school year is near. 

Senior wills appeared at the “Y” late 
Wednesday afternoon. If you didn’t get your 
copy, please stop by the academy office to pick 
one up. Thanks for the memories, seniors!

A mysterious screen has appeared in the 
academy office, but has appeared black all 
week. Jury is still out on what it will be used 
for ... announcements? candid photos? videos? 
Any ideas? 

Lost and Found
Lost and found items will be on display in 

front of the academy office until Friday 
afternoon. If you are missing coats, uniforms, 
sweaters, water bottles, etc., please stop by and 
see if your items are displayed. If items are not 
picked up, they will be donated. Thank you!

Trophies are lined up in Mrs. Darby’s of-
fice and ready to go for our Awards Ceremony 
on Friday. 


