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A time to remember
Bible quiz team wins 3rd at national competition
by Isaiah, freshman

For the second year in a row, the senior high 
Bible quiz team, which included Karol 

Ibrahim, Aislinn Rocks, Gabrielle Page, Carol 
Fahmy, Isaiah Billman, and Ben Beach, won 
3rd place at AACS Nationals and experienced a 
successful year of quizzing.

Before the beginning of ODACS, the team 
met every Wednesday during third period to 
practice answering questions.

“Practices are very important to the team’s 
success because that is where we hear most of 
our questions,” said Ben, freshman.

In addition to practices, the team’s prepara-
tion included an invitational quiz tournament 
in October and an in-house tournament against 
the FBTA sta� . � e team was planning to com-
pete in two more invitational tournaments in 
January, but unfortunately, they were canceled 
due to weather and not enough teams.

In spite of lacking outside quizzing  experi-
ence, the team was ready for regionals and state 
competition. � e team quizzed against Heri-
tage Christian School in regionals and against 
Granite Christian School in state. � e team 
won 1st place in both of these tournaments and 
earned the opportunity to represent Virginia in 
Bible quizzing at nationals. In both of these 
tournaments, two quizzers quizzed out, Aislinn 
and Isaiah, who answered six correct questions 
during one quiz.

“Looking back on regionals and state, the 
low-level of competition at those tournaments 
did not prepare us well for nationals, and we 
would have bene� ted from more invitational 
tournaments,” said Aislinn, sophomore.

With the two weeks between state and na-
tionals, the team focused on reviewing their 
assigned chapters. On the Monday before na-
tionals, the team competed in SQUANIT, an 
annual, invitational tournament in Greenville, 
SC. Out of ten teams, the team tied for 5th 
place.

� e following day, nationals began with 

quizzing on Tuesday morning. � e hardest 
hurdle the team needed to overcome was the 
loss of one quizzer, Gabrielle, due to sickness; 
fortunately, she came  back for the � nal quiz on 
Tuesday and answered the last question. When 
quizzing was � nished on Tuesday, the team 
had one loss that would carry over to � nals on 
� ursday, and each quizzer had answered at 
least one question. 

After a one-day break, the team quizzed on 
� ursday in the � nals against Pennsylvania and 
California, and without their coach (who was 
in Alabama for the birth of her grandchild). 
Unfortunately, the team was eliminated after 
the � rst quiz, � nishing 3rd.

“� e quiz on � ursday was close. I am 
proud of the quizzers and the hard work they 
put in studying the book of Acts,” said Mrs. 
Schimkus, coach of the quiz team.

� e quiz team performed very well and 
had a good year and is looking forward to 
next year’s quiz competitions, which will cover 
I and II Corinthians.   

Putting it all together
AACS National Competition is back
by Alison, sophomore

AACS National Competition, which had 
been postponed for two years by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, was � nally held face-
to-face in 2022, April 5-8, at Bob Jones Uni-
versity, SC. 

Participants who won 1st place in the Vir-
ginia ODACS State Competition had the op-
portunity to go to the AACS Nationals Com-
petition. In the FBTA group competitions, 
the large ensemble, small ensemble, handbell 
choir, handbell ensemble, acting, and Bible 
quiz team competed, while ten students par-
ticipated in the individual competitions. 

On Sunday after the church service, the 
Bible quiz team left early to practice quizzing 
with other competing states on Monday, with 
their actual competition on Tuesday. 

On Tuesday, participating FBTA students 
gathered at school at 7 a.m. for the 8-hour bus 
ride to get to South Carolina. � ey were able 
to stay in the dorm with BJU college students 
for four days during the competition. BJU also 
provided all the competitors with lunch, and 
there was chapel and an evening service every 
day for the participants. 

“At � rst, it felt a bit uncomfortable because 
it was my � rst time staying in the dorm with 
college students,” said Karol, sophomore, “but 
it turned out to be super nice. My roommates 
were so sweet and very welcoming when I ar-
rived, and made me feel at home.”

“� e competition was de� nitely a fun ex-
perience. It was so cool to go and just spend 
the week walking around, hanging out with 
friends, and competing,” said Malat, sopho-
more.

On � ursday, the competition continued 
for the top 6 competitors in each category and 
any tie competitors in the testing. During that 
time, the students who were not competing 
could participate in special events and activi-
ties o� ered by BJU. 

� e � nal results were announced � ursday 
evening during the awards ceremony program 
in the auditorium. In the group competition, 
the handbell choir won 1st place and handbell 
ensemble got 2nd place.

“Handbell competition was tough because 
we had a bunch of individuals not feeling well 
for the performance,” said Amy, senior. “We 
weren’t positive we would get 1st, but when we 
made 1st place, we were ecstatic!  And it was a 
partial shock . . . so we were all so hyped and so 
happy, especially considering how many people 
weren’t feeling well. � e hard work de� nitely 
paid o� .”

� e Bible quiz team got 3rd place. In the 
individual competitions, Liddy got 1st place 
in dramatic interpretation, and Gabby got 3rd 
place in Bible teaching. Virginia won 1st place 
and received the Cup of Excellence once again 
against the ten other states that attended the 
competition, after losing it last year because of 
non-participation due to COVID.  

“I thought all the students did well at ev-
ery level of competition,” said Mrs. Lyle, choir 
accompanist. “Whether it was Bible, music, 
speech, art, or academics, the students seemed 
to want to do well, and worked hard! And when 
the competition was over, I felt both relieved 
and sad. Relieved that the performances were 
actually able to take place, and sad that the ex-
tra time practicing with students was over. I al-
ways enjoy being with students as they prepare 
for music events.”

� ank you to all the teachers and parents 
who worked with and supported the students 
on the long journey to Nationals, especially 
Mrs. Page, Mrs. Lyle, Mr. Probus, and Pastor 
Kyle, who went down to South Carolina to 
cheer on the students as they � nished their 
competition successfully.

Cameras rolling, time to act!
FBTA’s acting troupe wins all the way to nationals
by Cassie, sophomore

During these past few months, the compet-
ing actors for ODACS have been practic-

ing tirelessly on their skit entitled, “If Sherlock 
Holmes Were a Woman,” by Tim Kelly.

“� e nice thing about doing acting for 
ODACS is that it isn’t as large-scale as the play, 
so it isn’t as time-consuming, and you can have 
fun in a small group with other people who en-
joy acting as well,” said Gabrielle, junior.

� e senior high acting group was composed 
of Carol, Colleen, Aislinn, Gabrielle, Liddy, and 
Cassie. � e girls won 1st at regionals, scored 1st 
place again at state, but then, unfortunately, did 
not place at nationals. 

“If there’s one thing I would have done 
di� erently, it would be starting the actual on-
stage practice a little earlier and more frequent-
ly,” said Carol, sophomore. “Regardless, I still 
think we did amazing!”  

Each girl got to play a unique character 
with a distinct personality and fun accent. 

“I enjoy portraying Melanie because I get 
to make snide comments and also act superior,” 
Aislinn, sophomore, said. 

Mrs. Darby was a tremendous help during 
the preparation for ODACS. She helped the 
girls with stage cues, accents, and props. De-
spite not placing at nationals, the group still 
got to experience the journey of working with 
fellow actors to put on a dazzling production.

FBTA’s senior high 
handbell choir, led by 

Mr. Probus, took 1st place 
at national competition. 

The Bible quiz team posed with their 
3rd place nationals award after the 

ceremony on Thursday night. 

The senior high acting team practices on the sidewalk before their performance. 

Colleen and Liddy, juniors, show off 
their trophies after the fi nal ceremony. 

The senior high large vocal ensemble prepares for their performance. 

photo by 
Mrs. Page, 

FBTA parent
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Bible Participant        Regional
Bible Quizzing ............................FBTA Team 2nd
Bible Teaching ...........................Daniela Castillo 2nd
Expository Preaching .................Ben Guardo 2nd
Evangelistic Preaching ..............Christopher Ray  3rd
Topical Preaching ......................Jeshua Ragsdale 2nd
Bible Sword Drill ........................Natalia Ramos 3rd

Music
Female Vocal Solo .....................Emma Probus 1st
Brass Solo .................................Allie Grace Lampert 2nd
Woodwind Solo ..........................Bella Vasquez 2nd
Percussion Solo .........................Ben Guardo 1st
Sacred Piano Solo .....................Lori Munday 1st
Classical Piano Solo ..................Rachel Lee 1st
Small Vocal Ensemble ...............FBTA  2nd
Choral Group .............................FBTA  3rd
Youth Choir ................................FBTA 1st
Small Instrumental Ensemble ....FBTA 2nd
Sacred Piano Duet ....................Probus/Tucker 3rd
Classical Piano Duet .................Daryoes/Samuel 3rd

Speech
Oral Interpretation of Poetry ......Nyla Wright 2nd
Declamation ...............................Joshua Daryoes 2nd
Humorous Interpretation ............Emma Probus 1st

Art
Calligraphy .................................Allie Grace Lampert 1st
Monochromatic Drawing ............Cambrian Morrison 3rd
Polychromatic Drawing ..............Priscilla Yan 2nd
Watercolor .................................Adalyn McCleese 1st
Oil/Acrylic Painting .....................Emma Probus  1st
Sculpture ...................................Riley Walenga 2nd
Garment Construction ...............Virginia Tucker 2nd
Textiles .......................................Ellie McCleese 2nd
Crafts .........................................Aislee Cave 1st
Poster ........................................Bethel Henock 1st
Still Life/Macro Photography ......Reagan Robinett 2nd
Landscapes/Arch Photography .Isabella Vasquez 2nd
People & Animal Photography ...Asher Tkach 2nd

Academics
OT Bible Knowledge ..................Lori Munday 3rd
NT Bible Knowledge ..................Allie Grace Lampert 1st
English .......................................Valkyria Helgesen 2nd
Mathematics ..............................Joshua Daryoes 3rd
Science ......................................Asher Tkach 3rd
History/Geography .....................Sarah Mounir 3rd
Spelling ......................................Bella Vasquez 1st
Creative Writing: Poetry .............Elizabeth McCleese 3rd

Bible    Participant Region/State
Bible Quizzing .............................. FBTA 2nd
Bible Teaching ............................. Ella Tripp 1st 2nd

Music
Female Vocal Solo ....................... Abigail Utter 2nd* 2nd
Male Vocal Solo ........................... Rudd Tucker 2nd
Brass Solo ................................... Xavier Guardo 1st 2nd
Woodwind Solo ............................ Rebeca Hughes 1st 1st
String Solo ................................... Alice Joo 2nd
Sacred Piano Solo ....................... Theo Munday 3rd
Classical Piano Solo .................... Kaelyn Lee 3rd
Small Vocal Ensemble ................. FBTA  1st 3rd
Choral Group ............................... FBTA  3rd
Youth Choir .................................. FBTA  2nd
Small Instrumental Ensemble ...... FBTA  2nd
Sacred Piano Duet ...................... Fahmy/Tripp 2nd
Classical Piano Duet ................... Lee/Munday 3rd
All School Band/Orchestra .......... FBTA 2nd

Speech
Declamation ................................. Daniel Lee 2nd
Humorous Interpretation .............. Hanna Fahmy 1st

Art
Calligraphy ................................... Victoria Ramos 2nd* 1st
Monochromatic Drawing .............. Alaina Bradford 3rd
Oil/Acrylic Painting ....................... Audrey Probus 2nd
Digital Media ................................ Ella Tripp 2nd
Still Life Photography ................... Harrison Lampert 1st 1st
Landscape/Arch. Photography .... Hanna Fahmy 2nd

Academics
OT Bible Knowledge .................... Theo Munday 2nd*
NT Bible Knowledge .................... Keshava Coles 1st 2nd
English ......................................... Leah Roman 3rd
Mathematics ................................ Rudd Tucker 3rd
Science ........................................ Rebeca Hughes 3rd
History/Geography ....................... Emilie Grindle 3rd
Spanish ........................................ Marcela Fernandez 1st
Creative Writing: Poetry ............... Meredith Seto 2nd
Creative Writing: Short Story ....... Enoch Tan 2nd
_________________________________________________
*In regional competition categories where the 1st and 2nd place 
are within 1 or 2 points, both 1st and 2nd place advance to the 
state competition.

Bible                                Participant            Reg/State/Nat
All Star Quizzer ....................Isaiah Billman * *
All Star Quizzer ....................Aislinn Rocks  *
Bible Quizzing ......................FBTA**  1st 1st 3rd
Bible Teaching .....................Gabby Vasquez 1st 1st 3rd
Expository Preaching ...........Isaiah Johnson 2nd
Evangelistic Preaching ........Ian Johnson 2nd

Music
Female Vocal Solo ...............Gabrielle Page 2nd
Male Vocal Solo ...................Ben Beach 1st 1st    6th
Brass Solo ...........................Aaron Mitchell 1st 1st    4th
Woodwind Solo ....................Elizabeth Weinand 2nd
String Solo ...........................Alison Kim 2nd* 1st
Percussion Solo ...................Eric Kim 2nd
Sacred Piano Solo ...............Ian Johnson 2nd
Small Vocal Ensemble .........FBTA** 1st 1st
Large Vocal Ensemble .........FBTA** 1st 1st 
Choral Group .......................FBTA 2nd
Small Instrumntl Ensemble ..FBTA 1st 3rd
Large Instrumntl Ensemble ..FBTA 2nd
Orchestra .............................FBTA 2nd
Handbell Ensemble .............FBTA** 1st 1st 2nd
Handbell Choir .....................FBTA** 1st 1st 1st
Sacred Piano Duet ..............Mitchell/VanDenBerg 3rd
Classical Piano Duet ...........Mitchell/VanDenBerg 2nd
Youth Choir ..........................FBTA 2nd

Speech
Dramatic Interpretation ........Liddy Van Den Berg 1st 1st 1st
Oral Interp of Poetry ............Elizabeth Weinand 2nd* 2nd
Religious Reading ...............Colleen Mitchell 1st 1st 4th
Declamation .........................Twila Smith 2nd
Humorous Interpretation ......Carol Fahmy 1st 2nd
Orig. Persuasive Oratory .....Colin Shea 1st 1st 5th
Extemporaneous Speaking .Harrison Smith 1st 2nd
Acting ...................................FBTA** 1st 1st

Art
Calligraphy ...........................Lucia Kim 2nd
Monochromatic Drawing ......Marcela Fernandez 2nd
Polychromatic Drawing ........Karol Ibrahim 2nd
Watercolor ...........................Gabby Vasquez 2nd* 3rd
Acrylic Painting ....................Charity Bradford 1st 1st 4th
Garment Construction .........Elizabeth Tatum 2nd
Textiles .................................Elizabeth Weinand 2nd 
Crafts ...................................Elizabeth Weinand 2nd
Digital Media ........................Zachary Tripp 1st 2nd*
Mixed Media ........................Gabrielle Page 1st 2nd
Still Life Photography ...........Aislinn Rocks 3rd
Landscape/Arch Photogphy Liddy Van Den Berg 1st 3rd
People/Animal Photogphy ...Liddy Van Den Berg 2nd*

Academics
OT Bible Knowledge ............Colleen Mitchell 3rd
NT Bible Knowledge ............Jonathan Daryoes 1st 1st
English .................................Elliott Ketchum 3rd
Algebra/Geometry ...............Alison Kim 2nd* 1st
Advanced Mathematics .......David Tatum 1st 2nd
Biology .................................Amy Fahmy 3rd 
Chemistry ............................Elizabeth Tatum 1st 2nd
Physics ................................Aaron Mitchell 1st 1st 5th
World History/Geography ....Zachary Tripp 1st 2nd
US History/Geography .........Twila Smith 1st 3rd
Home Economics ................Colleen Mitchell 2nd
Political Science/Econ .........Isaiah Billman 1st 1st 4th
Music Theory .......................Aaron Mitchell 2nd 
Spanish ................................Sherlyn Segura 3rd
Creative Writing: Poetry .......Gabrielle Page 1st 2nd
Expository Writing: Essay ....Aislinn Rocks 3rd

All fi rst place winners at State (in bold) traveled to the national 
competition at Bob Jones University the week of April 4-8.

Level I   4th-6th Level II    7th-9th Level III 10th-12th

**Small Vocal Ensemble: Carol Fahmy, Malat Michael, Colleen Mitchell, Gabrielle Page, Liddy 
Van Den Berg, Elizabeth Weinand.  

**Large Vocal Ensemble: Carol Fahmy, Marcela Fernandez, Karol Ibrahim, Alison Kim, Malat 
Michael, Colleen Mitchell, Gabrielle Page, Elizabeth Tatum, Emily Tucker, Liddy Van 
Den Berg, Elizabeth Weinand.  

**Handbell Ensemble: Carol Fahmy, Gabrielle Page, Liddy Van Den Berg, Elizabeth Weinand. 
**Handbell Choir: Isaiah Billman, Carol Fahmy, Daniel Fahmy, Amy Fahmy, Marcela Fernan-

dez, Xavier Guardo, Colleen Mitchell, Gabrielle Page, Audrey Probus, Aislinn Rocks, 
Emily Tucker, Liddy Van Den Berg, Elizabeth Weinand.  

**Acting: Carol Fahmy, Cassie Houck, Colleen Mitchell, Gabrielle Page, Aislinn Rocks, 
Liddy Van Den Berg. 

**Bible Quizzing: Ben Beach, Isaiah Billman, Carol Fahmy, Karol Ibrahim, Gabrielle Page, 
Aislinn Rocks. 
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Ben Beach, freshman; Zachary Tripp, sophomore; 
Gabby Vasquez, sophomore; and Ella Tripp, 
8th grade, win 1st at regional competition.

An oil painting by Charity Bradford, 
senior, went all the way to nationals 

and placed 4th. 

Aaron Mitchell, senior, placed 1st at 
regionals and state, going on to nationals 

and fi nishing 4th for his brass solo. 

FBTA students cross the stage 
at nationals to receive their 

team awards. 

Gabby Vasquez gave her Bible 
teaching lesson at nationals 

where she fi nished 3rd. 



Patriot Press Page 3•  MAR/APR 2022

Music groups win big at state
by Anna, junior

After the long COVID break, schools were 
 once again able to compete in ODACS, 

and FBTA made some impressive wins in mu-
sic at the state competition at Landmark Chris-
tian School in Richmond, with many students 
qualifying for nationals. Students practiced and 
put in a lot of e� ort for the competition, and 
their hard, year-long work has paid o� .

In Level II, FBTA earned 1st place in wood-
wind solo (Rebeca), along with the small vocal 
ensemble and choral group, which tied with 
Temple for 1st place. In senior high Level III, 
FBTA placed 1st in numerous solos: male vocal 
solo (Ben); brass solo (Aaron); and string solo 
(Alison); along with 2nd place in woodwind 
solo (Elizabeth). Each of these individuals and 
groups who placed 1st will be going on to Na-
tionals! 

In other musical groups, such as orchestra 
and youth choir, Fairfax placed 2nd. Both small 
and large vocal ensemble, along with handbell 
choir and handbell ensemble placed 1st overall 

at the state competition.
Students had a great time at ODACS, 

and enjoyed the preparation leading up to the 
competition.

“I’m glad that ODACS wasn’t too forced 
this year, so we have more time to focus on 
school work. But the practices were fun some-
times, especially during choral group because 
the songs were really nice, and it was fun to 
interact with everyone during those practic-
es,” said Emily, sophomore, who participated 
in orchestra, choir and choral group. 

“ODACS was overall a great experience 
this year,” said Elizabeth, junior. “My wood-
wind solo was di�  cult and took a lot of work. 
I’m so thankful for my teacher, Mrs. Castilla, 
and accompanist, Mrs. Lyle, for all their ded-
ication and instruction. I absolutely love the 
� ute, and I’m thrilled to have placed at state! 
It really took my breath away.”

Overall, students were excited to attend 
ODACS this year, putting in lots of time and 
e� ort on their solos and performances.

State standings
ODACS state competition in Richmond, VA
by Elizabeth, junior

The 2022 ODACS state competition was 
held on � ursday and Friday, March 17-

18, at Landmark Baptist Church in Richmond, 
VA, where more than 20 schools were hosted.

� ursday was primarily set aside for group 
categories such as handbells and band. Open-
ing assembly was held at 10:30 a.m. in the 
gym; immediately following this, competitions 
began and continued until 6:30 p.m. 

Friday was dedicated to small group and 
individual categories including art, academ-
ic testing, music solos, and acting. Beginning 
with an opening chapel at 9:00 a.m. that pre-
ceded competitions, the day concluded with 
the award ceremony at 4:30 p.m.

Nearly twenty of our FBTA entries con-
tinued on to the national level held two weeks 
later.

“� e 2022 ODACS competition was a fan-
tastic way to � nish my fourth year of compet-
ing,” said Aaron, senior. “Seeing friends from 
other schools, getting lost in all the buildings 
at Landmark, and sharing unforgettable mem-
ories will leave me with a pleasant and senti-
mental feeling as I look back on my ODACS 
‘career.’ Contrary to what people might think, 
taking the physics test was my best and most 
enjoyable category, but getting showcased [for 
Brass Solo] was also such an amazing and hon-
oring experience.”

“After two years of no competition, it was 
nice to be involved in ODACS again,” said 
Mrs. Lyle, piano accompanist. “Regionals was 
fun, but going to state competition in Rich-

mond was even more exciting. Students worked 
hard to be ready, and all participants did a great 
job! Accompanying students in these situations 
is one of my favorite things to do. I am thank-
ful I got to be a part of it!”

“My favorite memory from state was sup-
porting other people, and the excitement for 
when I was presenting my speech, and having 
friends return the support,” said Colin, junior. 
“Overall, it was great watching friends perform 
and having success in their various categories. 
Although ODACS is always stressful, it proves 
to be a memorable day full of energy.” 

ODACS itself is a time to pursue talent 
and make memories, but state has a special 
atmosphere where competition is challenging 
yet friendly, and this year’s competitions were 
just as special. Congratulations to everyone 
who participated, and fantastic job to all of 
our winners!

Results are listed on the ODACS website 
under the 2022 Results by Category link. 

Created to create
Student preparation for ODACS art categories
by Karol, sophomore

With events as large as the ODACS and 
AACS competitions this spring, there 

were many preparations happening behind the 
scenes, especially in the art categories. 

Students spent hours preparing their piec-
es for regional competition, hoping to make it 
to state and even national competition. With 
junior and senior high participating in the art 
categories, ranging from monochromatic to 
mixed media, many needed to brainstorm, � nd 
inspiration, and � nd creative ideas for their � -
nal pieces.

“I did the dragon cross stitch for the Welsh 
Fine Arts Festival, Eisteddfod, that my family 
participated in virtually with some friends,” 
said Lizzy, junior. “� e red dragon is the na-
tional symbol of Wales, and I wanted to do a 
craft with a Welsh motif.”

As inspiration came and students start-
ed their works of art, many took hours, days, 
weeks, and months to � nish their pieces. Oth-
ers had much longer journeys with their art 
that took some wild turns as they continued to 
work on it.

“I actually started it in my sophomore year 
for ODACS, but then it got canceled because 
of COVID,” said Charity, senior. “I didn’t work 
on it for about a year and a half, then started 
again around January of this year.”

� ere were challenges along the way that 
helped each student grow and learn from the 
experience. A few new students created works 
for ODACS in their � rst year at FBTA, which  
was a new, fun learning experience for them. 

“It was di�  cult in that it was a di� erent 
style, as it was more contemporary, and I’ve 
always painted realism,” said Gabrielle, junior. 
“Overall, I really enjoyed painting a landscape, 
and I feel that it’s the painting I most � nd to be 
my own. While I did have some tips from Mrs. 
Darby, most of it was just me painting what I 
thought was good. � e challenge of painting 
the little girl was fun, and I loved seeing the 
colors come to life.”

Although ODACS is the craziest time of 
the year, and preparation takes quite a while 
with challenges and fun along the way, it is no 
doubt that FBTA has many talented students. 
However, our main goal as a school competing 
is to use our talents for the glory of God. 

� ese fantastic works of art demonstrate 
this talent, showing the great potential in our 
student body, and how God can use them for 
His glory in many ways.

Space Hamsters: Congratulations!
Cassie, sophomore, is our comic-art-

ist-in-residence and will be treating us to the 
antics of her most recent creations: the space 
hamsters. 

Keep an eye on this space as we follow their 
adventures and � nd out what they are up to 
this-coming year. 

by Cassie, sophomore

Marcela, Karol, and Gabrielle, along 
with the other art competitors, spent 
hours after school working on their 

projects. 

Aaron, senior, receives his 1st place ribbon
 at state competition. 

FBTA’s youth choir performs at the regional level at Heritage Baptist Church. 
Although the large group did not progress onto state competition, many of our smaller groups were able to go. 

Can you get through the maze from one side to the other?A M A Z I N G ! !
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ODACS regional competition
by Jaeyun, freshman, and Ben, freshman

ODACS regional competitions were hosted 
at FBTA on Friday, Feb. 25, and Friday, 

March 11. Many students represented FBTA 
during regionals, and FBTA had almost every 
category � lled. � e students spent months 
preparing for ODACS, and the preparation 
showed during their performances and at the 
award ceremony. 

How exactly did the students prepare for 
their competition?

“I had to practice at home a lot because I 
volunteered to do the solo only about a month 
before the actual competition, so I did not have 
much time to prepare,” said Eric, freshman. “I 
also was able to practice after band with my 
teacher who helped me with the rhythm, and 
we worked to perfect the song quickly. Despite 

Bus upon a time
A necessary part of the 
school experience
by Xavier, freshman

A bus ride—usually a fun, well-lived, con-
trolled environment. Well, that is what it’s 

supposed to be anyway.
� e bus ride to Richmond for state compe-

tition included singing, campaigning for presi-
dent, and preaching. � ere were many on that 
bus ride that got involved in the festivities, but 
that was not the case for everyone.

“� e bus ride was loud,” said Johnathan, 
junior, “but it was a good bonding time, and it 
was pretty fun.”

“� e bus ride was very chaotic but in a fun 
way,” said Cassie, sophomore.

“Getting up early was not fun in the slight-
est bit,” said Elizabeth, junior, “but everyone 
was still in decent moods. I got the back row 
which was nice and did a bunch of last-minute 
studying for the chemistry test. I’d give it an 
8.5/10 on the pleasant scale.”

Elementary choir performed for the judges at the ODACS regional competition

Ready, set, run 
Running Club Family Fun Run 

my practices, I placed 2nd. Considering that I 
had only a month to prepare for the competi-
tion, I think I did pretty well.”

Many students watched the contests as 
spectators. Even contestants who competed 
found time to watch their friends perform. An 
interesting part of the day for many onlookers 
was Ben’s solo abruptly stopping and him hav-
ing to redo the second song he had planned for 
his performance. Fortunately, his second per-
formance was done well enough that he won 
1st and advanced to state competition. 

“My favorite part was singing in choral 
group and playing in band,” said Zachary, 
sophomore. “Even though we didn’t move on 
to state, it was really fun. I was surprised by 
my digital media moving on to State and then 
nationals.”

“It was nice to see all my friend’s hard work 
pay o� , because I saw how much work they put 
into their competition,” Isaiah, sophomore, 
said. “My performance for Bible preaching was 
earlier in the day, so I could watch most of my 
friends compete afterward which was nice.”

by David, senior

The running club hosted a 5K family fun 
run with a superhero theme on Apr. 9. 

Students were encouraged to bring their fam-
ilies, and some students dressed with a cape or 
helmet to keep with the theme. 

� e turnout was tremendous with over 130 
people attending the event.

After a 5-minute encouraging pep talk from 
Mr. McCleese, FBTA parent, who talked about 
the renewal of spring and new beginnings, the 
group began running around the property. Stu-
dents and family members of all ages partici-
pated, from kindergarteners to parents pushing 
babies in strollers.

“What started out rather small, turned into 
a well-attended event,” said Mrs. Billman, run-
ning club leader. “Many people mentioned to 
me how happy they were to have an opportuni-

ty to meet other FBTA families.”
After the race was over, families gathered 

in the pavillion to visit with each other, while 
some students played soccer on the � eld. � e 
running club members provided food and 
drink for the runners. 

“It was a gorgeous day,” said Mrs. McCleese, 
academy receptionist. “So many families men-
tioned how much they enjoyed getting outside 
and doing something active together with their 
children. � ey begged to do it again next year.”

� e running club was established last 
school year by student demand. Mrs. Billman 
and Mr. Armstrong were in charge and split the 
group into two. One group aimed for endur-
ance, while the other aimed for speed. � ey run 
two days after school in the fall and when the 
weather warms up again in the spring.  

Senior high boys demonstrate how much fun it is 
while riding a bus to a sports game. 

As a school activity that is not actually in 
the school building, the bus ride was met with 
optimistic comments. Now that’s all for today, 
and it’s not because we are running low on 
time, it runs on diesel.

Decode the message Each letter in the phrase has been 
replaced with a random letter or 
number. Try to decode the message.

Squeals on Wheels
The preschool and kindergarten classes were 

treated to a visit by several furry friends 
from a traveling petting zoo on March 3. 
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Make like a squirrel
Teens and trees at Sandy Spring Adventure Park
by Noah, sophomore

The FBT youth group has several excep-
tional events, but one of the best is the trip 

to � e Adventure Park at Sandy Springs, MD, 
where people get to live their scariest nightmare 
of jumping o�  of a platform from 60 feet in 
the air. 

� e adventure park is an obstacle course in 
the trees, with courses ranging from beginner 
to extremely di�  cult, with the most demand-
ing being the double black diamond course. 

“It was signi� cantly harder than the others 
as it required more strength,” said Casey, ju-
nior. “It was also a lot more fun.”

“� e double black diamond [was the hard-
est] because it was strength sucking, but it gave 
me a fun challenge � guring out how to get 
through the course without falling,” said Isaiah, 
freshman.

While some pushed themselves, others were 
there for the fellowship and still had fun, and 
what better way to fellowship than climb an 
obstacle course together? 

“I had fun hanging out with my friends and 
doing di� erent courses together,” said Zachary, 
sophomore.

“� e hardest one for me was the � rst one I 
did, because I fell o�  and had to use my incred-
ible upper body strength to pull myself up,” 
Nathan, sophomore, said.

“[� e hardest part was] dangling in the air,” 
said Sherlyn, sophomore.

Di�  culty, fun, and friends are what made 
Sandy Springs such an enjoyable time for those 
who went. May the high-rise adventure contin-
ue!

Graduation renowned
Cap and gown photos from K5 to seniors

Hustle and heart set us apart
Girls’ soccer season is on track 

by Deborah, senior 

The cap and gown symbolize recognition 
and achievement. After working so hard 

all year, the kindergartners and seniors are � nal-
ly drawing near their graduation day, stepping 
forward into the next phase of their lives. 

Lifetouch took individual cap and gown 
photos of both the kindergartners and the se-
niors, and afterward, Mrs. Dyck took the se-
niors outside to take some group photos. 

“I had a lot of fun taking the pictures even 
though it was windy,” said Twila, senior. “My 
favorite part was all of the hats � ying o�  and 
my shoes making holes in the ground.” 

“Even though it was super windy, the pic-
tures turned out great, and it was a lot of fun!” 
said Shakti, senior. 

Despite it being a windy day with not 
much sun, the warmth between fellow class-
mates and friends illuminated the atmosphere 
and spawned a memorable time. 

“I loved it. It made us closer as a class be-
cause we got to do something together,” said 
Morgan, senior. “It was a little chaotic because 
of the weather, but I loved how some of us had 
2020 or 2021 tassels [for the photos].”

“I feel nervous about graduation, but super 
relieved I don’t have to wake up every morning 
anymore at 6 a.m.,” said Morgan. 

� rough God’s provision and grace, the 
K-5 will soon be graduates and will go on to 
further their education in elementary school. 
After four years of high school gone by for the 
seniors, their next stage in life is just around 
the corner. 

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou 
an example of the believers, in word, in conver-
sation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 
– 1 Timothy 4:12

by Cayli, junior

As the basketball season ends, another fun 
and exciting season of girls soccer begins. 

� e team played back-to-back home games 
this week, losing the � rst against the Richmond 
Warhawks, but winning the second one against 
Faith. 

Many middle and high school students with-
in FBTA have either decided to try out this new 
sport or continue to enhance their skills, each 
gaining an opportunity to elevate more school 
spirit, and raise the level of pride for the school 
through competition. 

“I am really excited for the season this year!” 
said Carol, sophomore. “I think we have a lot of 
girls with great potential, and I’m excited to see 
how we play the game together.”  

“I love the encouragement that Mr. Hernan-
dez gives to the team, and the motivation that he 
brings overall,” said Hanna, 7th grade.

� roughout scrimmages and afternoon prac-
tices, the girls are working extremely hard to 
gain new skills, which prepares them to domi-
nate within the sport overall. � eir coach, Mr. 
Hernandez, has found ways to harness the girls’ 
skills to reach the team’s full potential.    

“Although our team is relatively young, it 
has been an interesting and challenging coach-
ing experience,” Mr. Hernandez, girls’ soccer 
coach, said. “� ere is a vast mixture of expe-
rience between the players on the team, and I 
must balance in between many of the various 
skill levels. I am looking forward to our game 
against Fresta Valley!”

� e girls’ � nal home game is against Fresta 
Valley on May 5 at 4:00 p.m. Make plans to 
come out and support the team. You won’t 
want to miss it!

Easter travels and traditions
What did students and staff do on spring break?
by Aislinn, sophomore

This year’s well deserved Easter break of-
fered students a needed respite and chance 

to catch up after the chaos of ODACS and 
national competitions in March. Students and 
sta�  enjoyed � ursday, Friday, and Monday o� .

For some, this break was a chance to travel. 
Miss Racicot used the break to travel to Utah 
and introduce her husband to the camping and 
hiking life.

“We went to Zion and Bryce National Parks 
as well as the Arches . . . my husband didn’t like 
sleeping in a tent, whereas I don’t mind it,” said 
Miss Racicot.

Others, like Mrs. Castilla, used this break 
to visit family.

“We traveled to New Jersey to visit in-laws 
and went to Hamilton Park,” said Mrs. Castilla. 
“We traveled back to Virginia to spend Easter 
Sunday there before traveling that afternoon to 
spend time with my family in West Virginia. It 
was a good Easter, although I was sad because 
it was the � rst Easter I spent without my kids.” 

For Mr. Hernández, the time was spent pre-
paring for the arrival of his � rst son. His wife 
entered the hospital Sunday evening, and they 
welcomed their son into the world.

Others stayed home and used the time to 
study for the upcoming AP exams.

On Easter Sunday many students attended 
and participated in church services. � e hand-

bell choir played several songs in the morning 
service at FBT. Afterward, some students car-
ried on traditions by coloring and hunting for 
Easter eggs.

As Miss Racicot relates it, a Romanian Eas-
ter tradition is for two people to hit colored 
eggs together. � e one whose egg cracks has 
bad luck for the rest of the day.

Sadly, this is the last break from classes be-
fore summer, but it means the end is near. As 
the school year draws to a close, it is important 
to press toward the mark and � nish well!

Twila helps her twin sister, Kendra, 
get ready for her cap and gown photos.

Gabby, sophomore, dribbles the ball down the fi eld during the game against the 
Richmond Warhawks on Monday. 

photo by Mrs. 
Dyck, advisor

Hanna, 7th grade, outruns her opponent.

Ian, sophomore, Charity, senior, and 
Aaron, senior, scale up into the trees.

Zachary, sophomore, steps through the tree portal to 
the other side. 

Harrison and Aislinn, juniors, and Lizzy, senior, 
getting ready to climb. 

Mr. Hernandez’s son
made his arrival over the Easter break. 

Mom and Dad report that all is well, 
although regular sleep is much more 

scarce than before. 

photos by Ms. Marlie 
Spatz, youth ministries
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Scene at the 
academy

Have you seen any other 
scenes at the academy that you 
would like to be featured? We 
are always looking for interest-
ing content. Take some photos, 
and let us know what you fi nd!

Interesting events are often happening around 
the academy, and thankfully, our phones are 

always on hand to document the curious scenes 
that are seen.  

� e o�  ce enjoyed displaying artwork from 
the K4 class during the month of April. 

Mrs. Page’s algebra class knows 
how to have fun with math by 
having a scavenger hunt race 
around the school. 

Kindergarten and senior cap and gowns have 
been ordered and ironed, and are ready for the 
big graduation days on May 26 and 27. 

AP test preparation
Students studying for their upcoming AP exams
by Emily, sophomore

As the school year comes to a close, students 
are preparing for their � nal exams at the 

end of the semester; however, for those who are 
taking AP (advanced placement) classes, they 
have their � nal exams at the beginning of May. 

“Overall, I think I am doing pretty well 
in AP European History, and I feel con� dent 
about the test, as I have been studying mate-
rial from previous chapters and learning a lot 
during class,” said Noah, sophomore. “Each 
day, we are getting closer to the test date, which 
is May 6, and it’s kind of crazy that it should be 
here in a couple of weeks.”

� ese AP courses are college-level prepara-
tion for high school students. 

� e course can be counted as college credit 
if one scores high enough on the exam.

“I think that AP Euro is a fun class, and I 
� nd the content very interesting,” said Anna, 
junior. “In preparation for the test, I have been 
reading old material and watching history vid-
eos; however, I am pretty nervous for the test.”

“In AP English, we are doing a lot of prac-
tice, like having to interpret documents, but 
AP Government requires a lot of memoriza-
tions and knowing facts, including knowing 
the functions of a government and how it 
works,” said Charity, senior. “I think I’m ready 
for the AP English exam, but I’m still pretty 
nervous for the AP Government exam.”

� ese classes require a lot of hard work and 
time from the students, but it helps greatly in 
preparing them for their future college plans. 

Aim for the best
Annual achievement testing and SAT testing
by Malat, sophomore

Near the end of March, for roughly a whole 
week, each grade at FBTA was doing its 

annual achievement testing. During this time 
of testing, SATs, a more di�  cult form of the 
testing, were also happening as well. � e stu-
dents that signed up and took the SAT had a 
few things to say about it.

“Although I was slightly nervous, I was hap-
py to see more people from my grade taking it,” 
said Noah, sophomore. 

“In reality, I forgot the SAT was even hap-
pening,” said Nathan, sophomore. 

Students taking the annual achievement 
testing were happy for the break from class. 

“I wasn’t familiar with the test, as it was 
somewhat di� erent than the SOL I took, but 
it was nice to have breaks every now and then,” 
said Karly, sophomore.

“Although it was a lot of testing, it was nice 
to have not a lot of homework,” said Emilie, 
8th grade.

Dubbed by many as the “Wedding of the Century,” long-
time church employee, Tami Holt, married Danny Cooper, 
on Saturday, April 23. Miss Marlie, Bro. Kyle, and their 
children helped in the wedding festivities. 

April 1 is full of April Fool’s Day pranks, and this year was 
no exception. Mr. Armstrong arrived to � nd his classroom 
completely � ipped around backwards, which made for an 
interesting teaching day. 

Casey, student body president, 
preached in the special student 
body chapel for the elementary 
students. 

I AM . . .  Juniors and seniors create visual
representations for Biblical worldview class
by Amy, senior 

Early in March, Mr. Hernandez, senior high 
Bible teacher, assigned a project to the ju-

niors and seniors. 
“We were required to � nd a group, choose 

an ‘I Am’ statement with its verse, and create a 
visual representation of our ‘I Am,’” said Reem, 
junior. 

“I Am” statements were meant to signify an 
aspect of the complex relationship each believ-
er has with God. � ey ranged anywhere from 
“I AM Christ’s friend,” “I AM the salt of the 
earth,” “I AM chosen of God,” to “I have di-
rect access of God to the Spirit” or “I belong 
to God”; the upperclassmen had a multitude of 
“I Am” statements to choose from, enough to 
cover a page front and back. 

Once each student chose a personal “I Am” 
statement, he or she worked within their group 
to create a common theme that correlated with 
what each individual chose, and furthermore 
worked to create some visual representation. 

“I thought that the Bible projects we did 
were a great idea,” said Anna, junior. “It was a 
fun and creative way to show and explain our ‘I 
Am’ statements, rather than just writing a paper 
on it. We were given a couple weeks to work on 
them, and my group and I did a poster, so we 
did lots of drawing and coloring.”

While many designed posters, some digi-
tally created their representations. � e ultimate 
objective was not the visual aspect, but the 
spiritual insight the project would hopefully 

provide. As each individual researched their “I 
Am,” they had to provide Biblical reasoning be-
hind the statement as well as the practical help 
it would provide them; they furthermore had 
to present their project and listen in on other’s 
presentations.

“I think it was a really good experience to 
talk about ‘I Am’ statements that speak especial-
ly to you. It honestly helps me to know people 
better because I learned what they appreciate 
about God and maybe things that they struggle 
with, and that helps me better understand their 
perspective,” said Gabrielle, junior.

If you are interested in viewing the visual “I 
Am” statements, check out the hallway on the 
lower level at the Y.

Interesting displays are going up all over the 
building in preparation for FBT’s annual 
spring missions conference. Make plans to 
join us for these special missionary 
presentations!

Wednesday - Friday, 4/27-29, @ 7 pm
Sunday, 5/1 @ 10 am & 5 pm

More information from the conference will 
be in the May issue of the Patriot Press. 


