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Monday: Fictional Character Day
Everything but the joy is fiction
by Noah, sophomore

We got spirit how ‘bout you!?” is the fa-
miliar cheer used to begin a cheering 

competition between the classes at the Pep Ral-
ly. While this exciting chant signaled the end of 
Spirit Week, Fictional Character Day is where 
it began. 

Students and teachers alike dressed as fic-
tional characters, from books or movies to 
even ones from their own imagination. Pop-
ular choices included Indiana Jones, Minnie 
Mouse, and even Gru. For the teachers, a pop-
ular favorite was Ms. Frizzle. 

“Lots of people in general had really good 
costumes, and it was wonderful to see all the 
creative ideas people could come up with,” said 
Malat, sophomore. 

The academy office held a competition for 
the best costume, with points awarded to the 
winner for their class leading up to the final 
scores at the end of the week, with the winning 
class receiving a pizza party.

“I spent a lot of time on that costume, so I 
am glad that it turned out okay,” said Aislinn, 
sophomore, who received third place for her 
category. “I thought Charity’s costume [Cruel-
la De Vil] was very fitting, and I also thought 

David’s costume [Aladdin] was very clever with 
the hoverboard/flying carpet.”

The purpose of the competition was to cre-
ate a fun and competitive atmosphere which 
encouraged the students to participate, and it 
certainly worked!

“The creativity was amazing, the variety 
was impressive from books to movies, and the 
students showed great enthusiasm,” said Mr. 
Armstrong, history teacher.

“

Spirit Week! 
One of the favorite weeks of school is spirit 

week, where each day is given a special 
theme, and students dress up to show their 
school spirit. Each day, the best-of-the-best for 

each class is judged against students from other 
classes in a race to win the competition at the 
end of the week on Friday, Feb. 11.

The competition was divided into different 
groups based on grades: K3-1st, 2nd-6th, 7th-
12th. 

1st – K5: Mackenzie (Mouse/Cookie)
2nd – K3: Tristan (Buzz Lightyear)
3rd – K4: Thomas (Batman) 
3rd – 1st grade: Eliana 
 (Momma Shark)

1st – 5th grade: Joshua (Falcon)
2nd – 6th grade: Christopher 
 (Carl Weiser)
3rd – 2nd grade: Arya (Skywalker)
 
1st – 12th grade: Charity (Cruella)
2nd – 11th grade: David (Aladdin) 
3rd – 10th grade: Aislinn (Astrid)

1st – K5: Elias (Animal Doctor)
2nd – 1st: Callie (Tiger)
3rd – K4: Mary (Butterfly) 

1st – 6th grade: Emma (Jellyfish)
2nd – 2nd grade: Arya (Eagle)
3rd – 4th grade: Cambria (Tourist)
3rd – 3rd grade: Eli (Pig)
 
1st – 11th grade: Gabrielle (Jellyfish)
        10th grade: Gabby (Giraffe)
2nd – 7th grade: Tiani 
 (Chick-fil-A cow)
3rd – 9th grade: Isaiah (Vet) 

Tuesday: Animal Day
Wilds animals are everywhere!
by Jaeyun, freshman 

Why are there animals everywhere? The 
answer is because on Tuesday, Feb. 8, 

FBTA had an animal day as part of their spirit 
week theme. Students dressed up as all sorts of 
animals, and you could really see the creativity 
coming out of the students. 

“I really enjoyed seeing all the funny cos-
tumes that people made walking around the 
school. It was different since usually everyone 
has uniforms on but you could see the effort 
that the people used so that they could have 
a nice costume for spirit day,” said Eric, fresh-
man.

Students dressed as veterinarians, jellyfish, 
butterflies, and giraffes, with some type of prop 
or makeup to put their costume at a higher 
level to win the day for their class. Also, many 
people simply dressed in a onesie and someone 
even wore an inflatable dinosaur costume.

“I just wore a tiger onesie because it was 
comfortable and matched the theme,” said 

Ben, freshman. “But I really enjoyed seeing 
all the different outfits people had on. Every 
time I stepped into my next class I could see 
costumes and they were all so good and well 
thought out.” 

The 5th grade class had 
great participation each 
day. Here, some of the girls 
show off their animal skins.
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Wednesday: Throwback Day
FBTA experiences a blast to the past 
by Isaiah, freshman

On Wednesday during Spirit Week, stu-
dents and teachers came as historical 

characters or past decades for Throwback Day.
“It was cool to see a representation of many 

different timelines from our student body,” said 
Theo, 8th grade.

Many students and teachers participated by 
dressing up in a number of different ways, from 
an English gentleman, to a paper boy, to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“Everybody did a really good job, especial-
ly Mr. Armstrong with his Julius Caesar cos-
tume,” said Marcela, freshman.

As with the other days, each class elected a 
representative from their class to go to the of-
fice. When determining the winners, the judges 
looked at the presentation, accessories, and cre-
ativity of each representative.

“Judging was hard,” said Mrs. McCleese, 
office secretary and Spirit Week judge. “All the 

costumes were great, but it came down to how 
creative the costumes were and the work the 
students invested.”

Throwback day was certainly a favorite of 
the students and will hopefully be seen again in 
a future Spirit Week.

Thursday: Class Career Day
Class theme day
by Emily, sophomore

For spirit week each year, one day of the 
week is dedicated to a class theme day. This 

year’s was focused on careers.
Students came into school on Thursday 

wearing their best attire. Whether it was in pa-
jamas or a DIY astronaut suit, it was fun seeing 
the creativity of both the students and teachers.

 “My class chose the theme, NASA, for 
career day,” said Zachary, sophomore. “To fit 
the theme, I made an astronaut costume that 
was inspired by Neil Armstrong’s suit when he 
landed on the moon. I made the costume by 
using random things I found in my house and 
other things from the thrift store, and I got my 
astronaut helmet from the Air and Space Mu-
seum. It was fun to make and surprisingly was 
very comfortable to walk around in all day.”

For the junior and senior high, each class 
had to do a skit in chapel to present their theme 
to the judges and the rest of the student body. 

“My class was given the theme, working 
from home, for career day,” said Miss Mueller, 
freshmen homeroom teacher. “It was easy to 
coordinate outfits, since all we had to wear was 
a nice dress shirt and pajama pants if we were 

working from home. Our original idea was do-
ing a skit for everybody on stage, and Jaeyun 
had the idea to do a zoom meeting with the 
class. We made a fake business meeting, and it 
took a lot of takes, but it was very fun to do in 
the end.”

“My class had the fun idea of doing court 
for our theme and skit,” said Leah, 7th grade. 
“It was great that most of my class participat-
ed, and we all coordinated our outfits to the 
theme. Also, watching the skits was really fun, 
and my personal favorite had to be the 9th-
grade zoom call.”

1st – K5: Jorgen (Caveman)
2nd – 1st grade: Bentley (Hippie)

1st – 5th grade: Daniela (80’s)
2nd – 4th grade: Kyle (Newsboy)
3rd – 2nd grade: Caleb  
 (Davy Crockett)
 
1st – 7th grade: Issac 
 (Scottish Highlander)
2nd – 10th grade: Cassie 
 (Mexican Artist Frida Kahlo)
3rd – 8th grade: Meron (70’s)

1st – 1st grade: Community Helpers
2nd – Kindergarten: Hospital Theme

1st – 5th grade: Airport Theme
2nd – 3rd grade: Athletic Theme
3rd – 6th grade: Chic-fil-A Workers

1st – 9th grade: Work from Home
2nd – 11th grade: Medical Theme
3rd – 10th grade: NASA Theme
4th – 12th grade: Chef Theme

1st – K5: Noleen
2nd – 1st grade: Noah
3rd – K4: Jonathan

1st – 6th grade: Vasquez Twins
2nd – 5th grade: Riley
3rd – 4th grade: Mika
 
1st – 9th grade: Ben
2nd – 11th grade: Gabrielle
3rd – 12th grade: Amy

Friday: School Spirit Day
Students cheer for number game 
by Anna, junior

On the final day of Spirit week, FBTA held 
a pep rally before the big senior night bas-

ketball games. The anticipated event of the pep 
rally was the number game, which had began 
the day before. 

On Thursday after chapel, students searched 
all over the school to find hidden sticky notes 
with numbers from 1-18. Each of these num-
bers came with a surprise activity that would be 
revealed during the pep rally, and whoever had 
the number would participate in that specific 
activity for a chance to win a prize. 

Along with a prize, the grade with the most 
sticky notes would have more points added, 
giving them a greater possibility in winning. 
However, there was a catch. While some num-
bers came with a gift card or free candy, other 
numbers came with activities such a baby food 
eating contest or a pie to the face. 

“I honestly loved the number game and I’m 
so happy I got to be in it this year,” said Amy, 
senior. “I wish I could’ve gotten something 
more interesting than a meal card to a restau-
rant, but even just looking and finding num-
bers was pretty awesome.”

Although Amy’s number gave the whole se-
nior class a meal card, others were not as lucky 
with their number. Numbers for David, senior, 
and Gabrielle, junior, were for the baby food 
contest, to see who could finish a jar of pea-fla-
vored baby food the fastest.  

“I had to eat the baby food,” David said. “It 
wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be, because 
some baby food is pretty bad.”

Along with the number game, at the pep 
rally, the cheerleaders put on a great show and 
brought lots of school spirit with their cheers! 

“We practiced a lot for the cheers, and I was 
excited and nervous because it was my first pep 
rally,” said Alice, freshman. “I had fun cheering 
at the beginning and end of the pep rally and 
throwing the candy.”  

At the end of the pep rally, the final results 
were announced, with the sophomores getting 
the most points in the pep rally, but when the 
final points were added up from the week, the 
juniors won, meaning that they’ll be receiving 
a pizza party.

The pep rally was a exciting way to end 
the spirit week through exciting activities and 
showing off school spirit!

Harrison, 7th grade, had to make a half-court shot to get his prize from the 
number game. The crowd went crazy when he made the shot.

The students enjoyed dressing up with blue hair and face paint and cheering 
on their favorite participants in the number game.  

Mrs. McCoy’s 2nd grade class dressed up in their military gear for Class Career Day. 

Throwing back to the 70s, the Scottish Highlands, and even to caveman days, 
the students were creative with their ideas and costumes.  
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Extra snow, extra time at home
Great memories from the Christmas break
by Alison, sophomore, and Deborah Daniel, senior

With the extra long break because of snow 
in January, students had time to do 

more activities with their additional days off. 
“I read many books, and I hung out with 

my family, and I had dinner with my grand-
parents,” said Elliott, freshman. “I also baked 
peanut butter cookies with one of my friends at 
her house over the break.”

“I pretty much spent the entire break work-
ing,” said Twila, senior. “Work is hard some-
times because I have to stand for long periods 
of time, but other than that it is fun.”

“I went to Busch Gardens in Williams-
burg,” said Karol, sophomore. “It was so much 
fun to go on Christmas day, and I loved all the 
Christmas lights I was able to see! I really could 
feel the Christmas magic!”

“I visited my family in Florida on Christ-
mas break,” said Miss Mueller, Spanish teacher. 
“However, my whole family got sick at the end 
of the break.”

“I went to El Salvador and spent time with 
my fiancé,” said Mrs. Racicot, English teacher. 
“And I traveled to mountains and beaches with 
my fiancé.”

“This was a quieter Christmas at home 
with just my folks and sister, but we had a blast 
watching Christmas movies, baking, and listen-
ing to Christmas music,” said Lizzy, junior. 

“I was mostly at home during the winter 
break with my family,” said Anna, junior. “But 
I was able to hang out with my friends who I 
haven’t seen in a while and also catch up on 
Marvel movies.” 

“Over the break, my older brother visited 
so I got to spend time with my whole fami-
ly,” Shakti, senior, said. “We saw the new Spi-
der-Man movie, played video games, and had a 
lot of fun together.” 

Both students and teachers appreciated the 
extra time and had a blast over break, and now 
are ready to face the next semester!

Something old, something new
Wedding news for Miss Racicot  
by Deborah, senior, and Cayli, junior 

Senior high English teacher Miss Racicot, 
now Mrs. Majano, was married on Jan. 29. 

It was a small wedding held at the beautiful 
Clyde’s Willow Creek Farm. 

Mrs. Majano and her fiancé wanted a small 
wedding with only their immediate family and 
two best friends which came to about 26-27 
guests. Mrs. Majano’s father led the ceremony 
in front of a large fireplace, and the wedding 
was very emotional.

“My most memorable moment was the 
photoshoot at the park with a snowy back-
ground,” said Mrs. Majano. “It was 8 degrees!”

After the lovely ceremony, they had a 
3-course meal, featuring a beautiful wedding 
cake made by Lizzy, junior. 

“It was the first wedding cake I’ve ever 
made, and I started it a week before the wed-
ding,” said Lizzy. “I baked and filled the cakes 
the weekend before and finished the piping 
throughout the week. I wanted to make it el-
egant, but fun, so I went for a spiral design.”

“The topper was two white roses to repre-
sent the bride and groom, and add a little pop 
of color with the leaf. Mrs. Racicot requested 
the flavors lemon and raspberry, so I made a 
white cake with vanilla butter-cream, filled 
with lemon curd and raspberry compote.” 

Miss Racicot and her fiancé both attended 
PCC, but never actually met until they went 
on a missions trip to Bolivia, Chile, and Peru 
in the summer of 2018. Her fiancé was later in 
El Salvador visiting his grandmother when the 
Covid restrictions hit and the borders closed in 
2020, and he couldn’t get back to the states on 
his student Visa.  

After applying for a new K1 (fiancé) Visa, 
and waiting almost two years, Mr. Majano was 
finally able to return to the States. They planned 
their wedding in 12 days, and the rest is history.  

Starting midterms with snow
by Aislinn, sophomore 

Trees fell, power went out and children 
made snowmen the first week of January 

2022. This year as students prepared to return 
from Christmas break, northern Virginia was 
struck with one of its biggest snow storms in 
three years. 

With upwards of seven inches of snow blan-
keting the ground, school was canceled Jan. 3, 
4, and 5. By Thursday, the 6th, the snow had 
been cleared enough to allow school with an 
hour delay, but snowfall that night had school 
on Friday canceled as well.

“I went sledding in the woods which is dan-
gerous because there are a lot of trees. I wish 
we had more snow days,” said Allie Grace, 6th 
grade.

For some, the snow days were an opportu-
nity to get out and sled. But the canceled school 
days weren’t such a joy for everyone. Nearly 
500,000 people lost power in the storms, after 
the heavy snow collapsed trees and branches. 
Some only lost power for a few hours, but oth-
ers went days without power. 

“It was really the most beautiful snowfall I 
think I have ever seen,” said Mrs. Dyck, jour-
nalism teacher. “The snow stuck to every little 
thing. We lost a couple of trees because the 
snow was so wet and heavy that it just pulled 
them over.” 

“I played outside a lot. I had a snowball 
fight with Charity and Jenna, which I obvious-
ly won,” said Alaina, 8th grade. “Because we 
lost power, it was basically warmer outside than 
it was inside.” 

Others got stuck on the highway for nearly 
30 hours with I-95 shutdown overnight with 
jackknifed trucks, downed trees, and multiple 
accidents.

The canceled days also meant that students 
had to take exams as soon as they got back to 
school.

“I’m glad we had snow days before mid-
terms. It gave me time to study and prepare, 
especially my one for AP European history,” 
said Zachary, sophomore.

Others had a less positive view of the extra 
days off as it gave teachers very little class time 
to prepare. 

Although the stress for exams might have 
been a little less, or a little more for some this 
year, no one can deny that the snow days were a 
pleasant surprise and start to the year.

Words of wisdom
FBT Winter Revival: Jan. 30-Feb. 2
by Malat, sophomore

Throughout the last week of January, Mr. 
Ron DeGarde and his family, came to 

minister to FBT for winter revival services. Mr. 
DeGarde spoke in both Sunday services on Jan. 
30, in FBTA chapels Monday through Wednes-
day, and in the evening to the members of FBT. 

Mr. DeGarde spoke and discussed many 
useful topics, ranging from the benefits of hav-
ing good role models as friends to walking truly 
in the faith. His sermons truly helped you to see 
things from a new perspective.

Some of the sermons left quite an impact 
on the students. 

“The Revival really got me to open my eyes 
and spoke to me in such a touching manner,” 
said Karol, sophomore. 

Others were also glad that they had such a 
wonderful speaker. 

“I am glad we were able to have a speaker 
such as him for revival,” said Isaiah, sopho-
more. “He really left me thinking from a dif-
ferent perspective.” 

The debate is on!
How to really make a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich
by Karol, sophomore

With the ongoing semi-heated discussion 
in Spanish 2 of how to “properly” make 

a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, I decided to 
share my of how to really make the best peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich of all time. But why 
was there a debate in the first place?

“We were discussing the Spanish coloniza-
tion of Latin America, and how much of what 
we know about the cultures before that time 
has been lost,” said Ms. Mueller, Spanish teach-
er. “The Spanish came in and changed many 
practices. So, I posed the question: Why is it 

so difficult to change a tradition? I had each 
student explain how they do it, and then we 
discussed where those ideas came from.”

In my opinion, there is a certain way to 
making a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, and 
some may disagree. Here is my way, probably 
the most common way to many:

Start with two pieces of toast, preferably 
white or whole wheat, one piece to spread the 

peanut butter on, and the other to spread the 
jelly on. Using a knife, spread the peanut butter 
on the first piece of toast. With the second piece 
of toast, spread the jelly on it, making sure to 
carefully clean the knife from the peanut butter 
before spreading the jelly. Lastly, put the two 
pieces of toast together and enjoy the creami-
ness of the peanut butter and jelly as they mix 
together to form the best-tasting sandwich ever!

However, we learned that there are multiple 
methods to making a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. Some say to put both the peanut 
butter and jelly on one piece of bread, and the 
other piece put on top to create the sandwich. 
Some say to use the same knife to spread both 
the peanut butter and jelly, while others tell you 
to use two different knives. Others use different 
kinds of bread or use homemade peanut butter 
or jelly. 

There are many methods to creating this 
simple sandwich; however, it shows us how 
each of us change such a simple thing into a 
tradition, possibly, or its part of their culture.

“Whether we realize it or not, the reasons 
we do the basic things the way we do are often 
steeped in a deeper belief,” said Ms. Mueller. 
“It’s funny to see how each of us would have a 
hard time changing something so simple, and 
it makes us realize more how much we would 
hate someone coming in and telling us we had 
to change every detail of our lives.”

So how do you make your peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwich? Although not all will 
agree with my method, everyone has their own 
unique traditions that they follow and cultures 
they come from, making it special in its own 
way – even when making a simple peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwich. 

The DeGardes have been serving the 
Lord in full time evangelism for 20 
years and love serving as a family. 

You can follow their ministry on their 
website at www.rdmin.org
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Scene at the 
academy

Have you seen any other 
scenes at the academy that you 
would like to be featured? We 
are always looking for interest-
ing content. Take some photos, 
and let us know what you find!

Mysterious numbers 
have appeared on the 
outside and inside 
of each door in the 
building. These are to 
assist the fire depart-
ment, emergency 
personnel, and  first 
responders to find lo-
cations more quickly. 

A giant trailer was seen parked outside of the FBT gym the week of winter revival. Mr. DeGarde 
is able to bring his home along so their family can keep up with school, music lessons, and sleep. 

Interesting events are often happening around 
the academy, and thankfully, our phones are 

always on hand to document the strange scenes 
that are seen.  

A “Save the Date” card for Coach Doug and 
Miss Christensen’s wedding (with a small cof-
fee stain) was spotted on a desk in the office. 

Ms. Marlie is getting creative decorating 
the wall next to her desk. We can all use the 
reminder to be nice to people. 

Space Hamsters: Busy Season
Cassie, sophomore, is our comic-artist- 

in-residence and will be treating us to the 
antics of her most recent creations: the space 
hamsters. 

Keep an eye on this space as we follow their 
adventures and find out what they are up to 
this-coming year. 

by Cassie, sophomore

A race to the finish
Journalism team’s annual yearbook marathon
by Twila and Amy, seniors

As journalism students work toward their 
deadline for the yearbook, they devote an 

extra long session to get their pages done. Start-
ing at the end of the school day and ending just 
in time for church on Wednesday night, the 
students had the opportunity to work on their 
individual assignments, with Subway sand-
wiches to get them through the longer session. 

“Even though I didn’t stay through the 
whole marathon, I thought it was a great idea 
and a fun way to get the yearbook pages done 
on time,” said Anna, junior. 

The marathon also allowed the students to 
collaborate more on their pages and get a better 
vision for the yearbook as a whole. Although 
the marathon sounds like a grueling process, 
there were also opportunities for comical mo-
ments and good food and fellowship.

“It was great to communicate with the oth-
er students and receive feedback from them for 
our pages, but I especially enjoyed the food and 
the occasional singing from Xavier and others,” 
said Emily, sophomore.

“I love journalism marathons so much!” 
said Amy, senior, “I honestly find it a super 
productive time and this yearbook staff is so 
energetic and fun.” 

The marathon also allows the students to 
better understand how an actual newsroom or 
publishing company operates with staff net-
working and pushing toward a deadline in or-
der to get their work done. 

“We have an unusually large class this year, 
and it has been challenging to juggle all of the 
various assignments,” said Mrs. Dyck, advisor. 
“But the students are interested in learning the 
components of what makes a good newspaper 
and yearbook, so I hope that will translate into 
a better product for the academy.”

Overall it was a productive time, but the 
team knows that there is still a lot of work to be 
done to create the best yearbook ever.

The journalism 
staff enjoys the 
more relaxed 
atmosphere of 
working with 
each other after 
school. 

They ask ques-
tions, share page 
ideas, and learn 
basic networking 
skills which will 
help them in the 
years to come. 

The encouragement board has an ever-changing view of verses and encouraging words for students. 

Blue ODACS dresses have been pulled out of 
storage for the elementary competition on Feb. 
25, which also means that the jr/sr high compe-
tition is just a few weeks away. 

Showing off their fun personalities, 
the yearbook staff poses for the 
annual group shot for the wall. 
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Valentine’s Day <3
by Elizabeth Tatum, junior

FBTA celebrated Valentines Day with el-
ementary students enjoying sweet treats 

and crafts, and junior and senior high students 
sharing candies, cards, and (imagined) confes-
sions. Love was certainly in the air, with all the 
humor accompanying it as well.

Whether Valentines Day was spent basking 
in your singleness, or obsessing over the best 
way to show that special one you love them, it 
was safe to say the uncommon amount of affec-
tion led to memorable moments. 

“It was so much fun! It was so, so, so much 
fun,” said Charity Bradford, senior. “It was 
honestly the best Valentine’s Day I’ve ever had. 
We went to Trattoria Villagio (an Italian restau-
rant in Clifton). Then we went to [Casey’s] 
house and watched a movie.”  

For others, this Single Awareness Day is 
both comical and brimming with anticipation 
for Half-Price Candy Day on Feb. 15.  

“Valentine’s Day is fun and all, but I’m just 
excited for tomorrow [stated after explaining 
the Singles Awareness Day ‘holiday’]. I’ll be 
driving to the store,” said Ms. Mueller, Spanish 
teacher.

“I mean, it’s kind of just another day,” Jack-
son McHargue, junior, said. “I saw a bunch of 
Hershey kisses and red things, but other than 
that, I liked watching the awkward interac-
tions.” 

Apart from general crafts and sweets, class-
rooms did some other fun things. In K5, Ms. 
Ascher and Mrs. Tucker served the kids hot 
chocolate from a crock pot with classic Red-
di Whip and Costco chocolate chip cookies. 
Down the hall in Ms. Bowers’ class, students 
lined up for ice cream and other sugars. Mrs. 
Vazquez also handed out Valentine-themed 
goodie bags to her preschoolers. 

Middle and high-school teachers like Mrs. 
Page and Mr. Armstrong passed out candies. 
Students themselves, such as Lizzie Weinand, 
brought baked goods or notes to their class-
mates, teachers, and friends. 

This year FBTA emphasized appreciation 
and gratitude for all kinds of relationships. 
Don’t forget though, love isn’t exclusive to an 
obscure date on the calendar, but rather a re-
minder of how the people in your life are spe-
cial everyday. 

Prepping for competition
ODACS competition right around the corner 
by Ben Beach, freshman

Every year, students participate in ODACS 
(Old Dominion Association of Church 

Schools) regional and state competitions, a 
period of stressful preparation that defines the 
few weeks preceding the actual competition. 
Choirs rush to finish their pieces, musicians 
work to master every note, and artists add the 
final touches to their works. 

This time frame can be exhausting, but is 
also filled with excitement and anticipation.

“My favorite part of preparing for ODACS 
is being pulled out of class to practice,” said 

Carol Fahmy, sophomore. “My least favorite 
part is the stress that comes with it.”

“My favorite part is practicing songs and 
seeing them come together,” said Zachary 
Tripp, sophomore. “My least favorite part is 
actually having to study for the ODACS tests.”

“My favorite part is the anticipation and 
the days off school,” said Charity Bradford, se-
nior. “My least favorite part is the actual work 
and preparation.”

ODACS is filled with anticipation and 
excitement and is rewarding when all of the 
school’s hard work comes together.

6th grade, a new chapter
The teacher infestation begins
by Xavier Guardo, freshman 

With Miss Koechig/Mrs. Holchum leav-
ing FBTA at the end of last semester to 

begin her new married life, the administration 
got creative filling the teaching role for the 6th 
grade class. 

Mr. Bradford hired Mrs. Lampert as the 
new homeroom teacher, but used the exist-
ing teachers to teach various subjects: Bible, 
English, science, history, and math. Although 
different teachers come into the 6th grade class-
room every hour, this still gives the students a 
sense of junior high and the early exposure of 
shifting from teacher to teacher.

“It’s much harder, but it’s interesting,” said 
Christopher Ray, about the new teachers.

“It is very difficult,” said Asher Tkach. “We 
weren’t really prepared, but the 7th-grade tran-
sition will be much easier.”

“I like the new transition,” said Cloey Haw-
kins, “but it’s kind of new to everyone and is a 
little bit hard.”

“I like the new transition,” said Briana Ri-
vera, “but it was hard at first. I enjoy the new 
breaks and seating arrangements.”

Most teachers have been lenient in helping 
the students to adapt, and although challenging 
at first, 6th graders seem to be adjusting well.  

The 2nd grade class shows off 
their Valentine candy during 

their afternoon party. 

Mrs. Schimkus practices with the Bible Quiz Team 
during chapel, going head-to-head with staff. 

Valentine’s Day is a highlight for the elementary and preschool classes because they are able to  
exchange valentines and candy, and celebrate in the afternoon with a class party. 
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A team above all, above all a team
FBTA finishes basketball season
by Zachary Tripp, Sophomore

Last week, FBTA concluded their basket-
ball season. None of the teams placed in 

the ODACS State Tournament; however, our 
teams did place at the Valley Tournament.

This year, the Varsity Boys team ended their 
season with 6 wins and 6 losses. They placed 
4th in the Valley Tournament in January. The 
varsity girls team finished this year with 5 wins 
and 7 losses. They placed 4th in the Valley 
Tournament last month.

Although the season ended roughly, many 
people still enjoyed the time spent playing the 
sport.

“I really enjoyed the improvement of our 
team,” said Coach Spatz, varsity boys coach. “I 
enjoyed seeing them grow.”

“I enjoyed the physical fitness of the sport,” 
Charity Bradford, senior, said. “I also enjoyed 
doing the stat books for the varsity guys.”

“What I liked most this year was the cama-
raderie between the players,” said Isaiah John-
son, sophomore.

Although the season was enjoyable, the 
teams faced tough opponents.

“I think Gill Grove was our toughest op-
ponent,” said Isaiah, “because we played them 
early in the morning and they were good on 
both sides of the court. Overall though, it was 
still a good matchup.

“I think Heritage was our toughest oppo-
nent this year because they were very physical,” 
said Charity.

“I think that Gill Grove was our toughest 
opponent this year,” Coach Spatz said, “because 
they had an advantage in their size and athlet-
icism.”

Looking forward to next year, there are 
many things our basketball teams could im-
prove upon.

“Even though I won’t be here next year,” 
said Charity, “I think our team could be work-
ing harder during practices.”

“I think we could work on our overall com-
mitment to the team and playing as hard as we 
can,” said Isaiah.

“If I had to think of one thing to improve 
upon, it would be to play consistently on both 
sides of the court for all four quarters,” Coach 
Spatz said.

Adding it all up 
100th day of school for preschool/kindergarten
by Cayli Palmer, junior

Many kindergartners and preschoolers go 
throughout their day with joy and cu-

riosity, uncertain of the things that they may 
discover within their day or how their day may 
unfold.  On the 100th day of school, their day 
was definitely filled with many surprises. 

“We got to make big 100th day of school 
hats, and pick out 100 of our favorite candy 
and treats within our classroom,” said Cali 
Hunt, K4. 

“We also used the 100 candies and treats 
that we picked out to create our own tasty trail 
mixes,” said Amron Getnet, K4.

The preschoolers and the teachers were able 
to share tons of endless memories to celebrate 
the 100th day of school. This also gave the kin-
dergartners many unique, funny, and heartfelt 
stories to tell their parents after their return 
from school. 

“The teachers seemed to share an overall ex-
citement with their students, and they all wore 
100th day of school t-shirts to help their stu-
dents celebrate,” said Amy Fahmy, senior.

“Each of our students got the opportunity 
to paint their own crown, enjoy fun coloring 
sheets, and utilize their creativity through dot 
art,” Ms. Skutt, K3 teacher, said.     

Pastor Abbey received a special visit from the 
preschool students as they celebrated their 

100th day of school.

Honoring seniors and parents
To wrap-up Spirit Week, the academy rec-

ognized seniors and their parents between 
the home games against Faith on Feb. 11.

Parents were invited to walk across the gym, 
while Mr. Bradford read the accomplishments 
and favorite moments of each senior. It was 
not only an opportunity to thank each parent 
for their efforts in training their children to be 
fully, functioning members of society, but also 

an opportunity to pray for parents and seniors 
as they prepare to enter the next phase of their 
education.

We are thankful for the sacrifice parents 
make to send their children to a Christian 
school. A Christian education arms them with 
a thorough knowledge of God’s Word, so they 
are better prepared to face the challenges of the 
world. 

Seniors and their parents line up across the gym as Coach Spatz thanks God for each of them 
and their commitment to honor and serve the Lord.  

Math Squares Puzzles
Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole numbers between 

1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.
Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction.


