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Mini vacation, mini adventure
Students enjoy their four-day weekend
by Noah, sophomore

Time is a valuable, beautiful gift, and a few 
weeks ago, that gift was given in the form 

of a four-day weekend due to the teachers con-
vention hosted at the school Thursday and Fri-
day, Nov. 11-12. With two extra days, students 
had more opportunity to do something unique 
over the break. 

While some probably should have worked 
on school work, who wants to do that with ex-
tra time? It was basically a mini vacation and 
most students treated it as such. Some just 
stayed at home and relaxed (a brilliant way to 
spend the weekend, might I add).

“I literally did nothing. I just went to the 
mall and hung out with my family,” said Malat, 
sophomore.

Others went out of town. They went on 
vacations or went to see stuff like a movie or 
college football game. 

“I went down to Virginia Tech, and we had 
a successful game because we beat Duke. I also 
had time to spend with my sister and my dad,” 
said Morgan, senior.

Responses were varied across the board, 
from doing absolutely nothing, to games, to 
parties. 

“I went to Noah’s house. It was fun seeing 
everyone in casual clothes and not in school 
uniforms,” said Ian, sophomore. “It was also 
fun being able to just run around Noah’s house 
at night.” 

Breaks, especially unusual ones, are a time 
of relaxation and fun. Whether you did little or 
much, you have a story to tell from last week-
end, and that is why it was awesome.

Students got together over the break to 
celebrate being off of school. 

Teachers/Students on break
Teachers attend 2-day education convention
while students get a break from school
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor, and David, senior

Teachers usually travel several hours to 
attend their yearly convention in early 

November; however, this year FBT hosted the 
Christian Educators’ Summit, which was spon-
sored by AACS in partnership with ODACS. 
Nearly 400 teachers attended the conference. 

The keynote speaker was Pastor Jeff Redlin 
from the Campus Church in Pensacola, FL. 
Other speakers traveled from around the 
mid-atlantic region to speak on topics helpful 
to teachers as they continue their own learning 
on how to be better educators. 

The juniors and seniors helped with hosting 
the lunch on the first day by setting up chairs, 
tables, tablecloths, and centerpieces. Some 
were anxious at the sight of so many teachers.

“Lizzy and I were at one station,” said Shak-
ti, senior. “It was a little stressful, because we 
had to continually restock the sandwiches, but 
we worked well together and it was really fun.” 

“The event was well organized and every-
thing went smoothly. It was fun doing the con-
cessions,” said Casey, junior. 

“It was interesting because there was one 
wave of people, then only 15 minutes to prepare 
for the next wave,” said Gabrielle, junior. 

The students worked for several hours and 
helped with cleanup when it was over. Their 
willingness to help was a blessing to those who 
attended.

The teachers celebrated the end of the con-
ference by going out to eat at Los Tol Tecos.

FBTA Christmas Concert,  
an a-choired taste
Elementary, high school concert in person 

by Xavier, freshman

Performed in the auditorium, the Christmas 
Concert was an excellent opportunity to 

show off students’ musical ability.  
“I thought the elementary performance, 

especially by the 6th graders, was impressive,” 
said Mr. Van Den Berg, music teacher. “They 
saved their best performance for last.”

“I was totally excited for the elementary 
performance,” said Mrs. Castilla, music teach-
er. “It was an in-person Christmas concert 
which made preparing for it a fun experience, 
and the kids added a lot of energy. They were 
excited knowing people were going to watch 
them, and it was a beautiful program.”

“It was a lot of work to put together,” said 
Mrs. Probus, elementary music teacher. “But 
the night itself is exciting. The kids got to dress 
up in Christmas colors, and they were definite-
ly much more dressed up and festive than the 
spring concert.”

The elementary concert was a performance 
that was truly full of energy. It was a real night 
to remember.

“It was fun playing with the high school 
band because it sounded cool,” said Ella, 8th 
grade. 

“I loved the music selections for the high 
school band because they’re very festive,” said 
Mrs. Castilla, music teacher. “I was pleasant-
ly surprised how quiet the students were that 
weren’t performing. I was also shocked that the 
crowd was singing to sleigh ride.” 

Junior high students line up 
for their upcoming performance. 

concert photos 
by Jon Tripp, parent

The junior and senior high joined together in their concert where the choirs and orchestra performed. 
The handbell choir ended the performance with a beautiful rendition of Carol of the Bells. 

(More concert pictures on page 2)
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Upcoming excitement
Students prepare for Christmas parties on Friday
by Ben, freshmen

At the end of every year, classes hurry to 
prepare for the Christmas party. Students 

(and parents) rush to the store for last-minute 
decorations and food. Each class constantly 
meets together to plan the exact way that their 
area will be decorated and how they can best 
appeal to the judges. The excitement comes to 
a climax on the final day of school which is this 
Friday.

“My favorite part of the last Christmas 
party was seeing all of our hard work pay off,” 
said Cayli, junior. “I’m excited to see it happen 
again.”

“My favorite part of the last party was the 
skits,” said Isaiah, sophomore. “Our theme was 
fast food, so it was a bit hard to make a skit, but 
we did it. I’m pretty excited for this year’s skit.”

“I always enjoy the mood of the school 

around Christmas,” said Kesheva, 8th grade. 
“Our classes’ theme is coming together well, 
and I’m excited to see it when it’s done. I’m re-
ally looking forward to it.”

This year, the junior and senior high classes 
have each chosen their party theme: 

7th - Christmas French café 
8th - Candyland Game 
9th - Hawaiian Christmas 
10th - Airport Christmas 
11th - The Grinch 
12th - Hippy Holidays to You
The end-of-year Christmas parties are a 

time of fun and celebration. It is also a time of 
planning, preparation, and a little bit of stress. 
However, when the day of the party comes and 
all of the hard work comes together, it is defi-
nitely worth it.

Go Patriots!
New basketball season 
is on the way
by Alison, sophomore

Many students showed up on Nov. 8 to 
try out for the basketball teams, espe-

cially in the JV tryouts, where almost 20 girls 
attended. The coaches chose as many students 
as they could actually coach, which will give 
the JV teams a deep bench. 

During practices, both the JV and varsity 
basketball teams learned new skills and got the 
opportunity to play a scrimmage with each 
other. It encouraged the players to prepare well 
for the upcoming games. 

“I really enjoy the basketball practices and 
when we get to shoot around or just learn drills 
in general,” said Malat, sophomore. “I’m glad 
that we have a good number of games as well.”

“Varsity girls’ practice is going well and it 
was been fun to learn new plays and work bet-
ter as a team,” said Twila, senior.

Mr. Johnson coaches JV girls’ basketball, 
and Coach Doug Smith is the JV boys’ bas-
ketball coach. Coach Cassie Tripp coaches the 
varsity girls, and Coach Kyle Spatz coaches the 
varsity boys’ team.

JV girls, JV boys, and varsity girls had their 
first home game with Fresta Valley on Nov. 30. 
JV girls and varsity girls lost the game, but JV 
boys beat Fresta Valley. Leandro Rivera, soph-
omore, scored 20 points by himself.

On Dec. 3, varsity boys and JV boys played 
against Temple. Varsity won 58-36, and JV 
boys won 53-52 after being tied at the end of 
the 4th quarter. The game went into overtime, 
and they beat Temple by one point. 

JV girls and JV boys had their first away 

game at Heritage on Dec. 6. JV boys lost but 
JV girls won the game 16-15, just by one point. 

On Dec. 10, all teams had away games 
against Faith. The JV teams and varsity girls lost 
the game, but varsity boys played an incredible 
game and won 34-33. 

JV and varsity girls played an away game 
against Keystone on Dec. 14. JV girls lost, but 
varsity girls won 34-17. 

“The most memorable part was the game 
against Keystone, because the varsity girls got 
their first win,” said Twila, senior. “We were all 
happy to win, but we knew we still have lots to 
work on.” 

The games will pick up again in January af-
ter the Christmas break. Thank you to all par-
ents and teachers who came out to cheer for the 
players, and to the coaches who lead and teach 
athletes successfully. 

More photos from the Christmas concerts continued from 
page 1

An enthusiastic crowd turned out for the first home games against Fresta Valley, 
helped along with the new cheer squad. 
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Scene at the 
academy
More events were spotted around the acad-

emy this week as classes prepare for the 
Christmas holidays. 

Have you seen any other 
scenes at the academy that you 
would like to be featured? We 
are always looking for interest-
ing content. Take some photos, 
and let us know what you find!

Ms. Marlie and Mrs. McCleese were at it 
again, decorating Mr. Bradford’s door with 
teacher’s yearbook photos pasted on snowflakes. 

They also came up with a beautiful idea for 
the academy Christmas tree by using one of our 
new academy uniforms as the tree skirt. 

Amy, senior, and Cayli and Anna, juniors, 
gave Bro. Kyle a special Christmas gift this year 
by wrapping up his office. They wanted to be 
sure he didn’t forget about them this Christmas 
season. 

Christmas Science  6th grade makes crystal ornaments
Mrs. Ragsdale taught the 6th graders to make crystals 

out of boric acid. Some of the students made Christmas 
ornaments with their pipe-cleaners. 

New cheerleader uniforms were spotted 
at the home basketball games last week. The 
cheerleaders were happy to get the squad going 
again with the help of Mrs. Johnson and Miss 
Marlie. They practice several times a week after 
school and bring extra spirit to the basketball 
games. 

Two new game officials (Mr. Bradford and 
Coach Johnson) were seen at the last home bas-
ketball games. Due to a referee shortage, some 
of the staff have had to pick up the slack. The 
students enjoyed watching their coaches in a 
different role. 

Always time to celebrate
Classes that met their Patriot Pace goals had 

special events this week. 
Several classes received ice cream after lunch 

on Wednesday, and the 3rd grade also received 
donuts and milk on Thursday morning for be-
ing the runner-up class. 

The 2nd grade class who received the most 
pledges will have a special lunch at Burke Lake 
Park, but that will probably happen in the 
spring. 

Mr. Bradford, Miss Damm, and Mrs. Amin handed 
out donuts and milk to the 3rd grade class. 

Find the word in the puzzle.
Words can go in any direction. 
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.

WORD
SEARCH

angels candy cane christmas family happy  
holidays Jesus manger merry no school
shepherds snow days star tree
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Remembering the holidays
Thanksgiving holiday remembered in classrooms
by Malat. sophomore

Although the school was not able to have 
an official elementary Thanksgiving ban-

quet this year, the teachers found other ways to 
remember the importance of Thanksgiving. It 
is never bad to be cheerful and remember the 
purpose of the holidays.

In K4, Ms. Hwang kept the students oc-
cupied with some games, like that of filling in 
the tails of the turkey with candy, and some 
delicious snacks as well. 

In Mrs. McCoy’s class, the students wrote 
thank you’s of what they were thankful for. 

“I’m glad that the kids enjoyed making 

thank you cards,” said Mrs. McCoy, 2nd grade 
teacher. “It was wonderful to see how much 
each student was thankful for.” 

FBTA celebrates Thanksgiving!
by Anna, junior

Thanksgiving came around faster and much 
more festive this year. Many were excited 

for the long break and delicious food to enjoy 
over the holiday. 

Thanksgiving is a time of reflection, thank-
fulness and spending time with family. How-
ever, this can be celebrated in numerous ways. 
Some stayed home for the holidays, while oth-
ers traveled across the country, and even out of 
the states! 

“I went to Dubai for a week, and traveling 
out of the country for thanksgiving was super 
fun!” said Carol, sophomore. “I was able to visit 
the tallest building in the world with my cous-
ins.” 

Now, that’s a thanksgiving to remember!
Some students celebrated Thanksgiving at 

home but still had an exciting day enjoying 
food and seeing family members. This Thanks-
giving was even more special for many as they 
were finally able to see family, which was much 
harder before due to COVID.

“I was really looking forward to having a 
Thanksgiving break this year. I hadn’t seen my 

cousins in a while because of the Corona-virus 
and I saw them over the break,” said Deborah, 
senior. “They stayed over for a few nights, and 
we went ice skating! We also made cupcakes 
and ate my mom’s delicious food.”

Overall, this Thanksgiving, there was so 
much to be thankful for, and so many ways 
to spend this lovely holiday. Being able to see 
family members and celebrate was a blessing 
especially with COVID-19, and whether it’s at 
home or away, students celebrated Thanksgiv-
ing this year in memorable ways! 

Space Hamsters: A Cuddly Christmas by Cassie, sophomore

Miss K no more 
Miss Koechig’s new husband and new name
by Aislinn, sophomore

After over six years teaching at FBTA, Miss 
Koechig’s time here has come to a close.

Miss Koechig met Mr Holcombe in 2018 
right here at FBT. However, it wasn’t until two 
years later at the Veteran’s Day luncheon at 
church that she reconnected with him. 

A couple of weeks later, on Dec. 5, Miss 
Koechig went on her first date with him, a 
hike through Hemlock Overlook Regional 
Park. That day marked the beginning of Miss 
Koechig’s relationship with Mr. Holcombe, 
who is a pilot with the United States Marines. 
They dated throughout the year continuing 
long distance after he was stationed in North 
Carolina. All this time, they kept things quiet.

“I wanted to keep things quiet because I 
value my privacy. As a teacher, you can be inter-
rogated by your students over things like this, 
and I didn’t want that,” said Miss Koechig.

Finally, just around the one-year anniver-
sary of their relationship, Mr. Holcombe pro-
posed to Miss Koechig at Occoquan Park.

Afterward, there was a flurry of work to be 
done before the wedding. Mr. Holcombe was 
deploying soon and they wanted to get married 
before he did. However with both coming from 
families of seven, far flung across the country, 
they knew it would be impossible to get every-
one together in time for a big wedding. So they 
just had a small one. 

“We did not want to invite lots of friends 
if we couldn’t get our family here. So, we both 
invited only our parents and one sister each.”

On Nov. 21 at Shepherds Point in Occo-
quan, Miss Koechig officially became Mrs. 
Holcombe. They had a small ceremony out in 
the beautiful fall foliage conducted by Pastor 
Abbey. Afterwards they went out to eat. Then 
Mr. and Mrs. Holcombe drove to Raleigh and 
spent the weekend there.

Mrs. Holcombe plans to finish teaching 6th 
grade through December before joining Mr. 
Holcombe in North Carolina. She doesn’t yet 
know if she’ll take another teaching job or find 
something else, but whatever it is, she’s excited.

“Through marriage, I have really seen God’s 
love exemplified. He loves me unconditionally, 
just like God does,” said Mrs. Holcombe.

Although everyone is sad to lose Miss 
Koechig, they are also excited for Mrs. Hol-
combe as she starts her life’s new chapter. 

Spelling Bee
The 4th, 5th, and 6th 

grades gathered to watch their 
classmates compete in the el-
ementary school spelling bee. 
After 31 intense rounds, Bella, 
6th grade, won the event and 
will go on to compete in the 
ODACS regional competition 
in March. 

A-MAZE-ing! Can you find your way through the maze?

→

→

Carol and her family were thankful 
for their Thanksgiving trip to Dubai. 


