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Preparing for a performance
Students spend weeks preparing for Rescue

Performance night!
FBTA performs Rescue: The Story of Amy Carmichael
by Emily, sophomore

Every two years, FBTA has the privilege of 
hosting an academy play. The play chosen 

this year was, Rescue: The Story of Amy Carmi-
chael. The story is about the missionary life of 
Amy Carmichael and how God used her to 
spread the Gospel to the people of India.

During the month of October, the students 
memorized lines and spent time practicing for 
the play. On Nov. 6 and 7, the students per-
formed the play with the help of Pastor Abbey, 
Mrs. Darby, and many others. On Saturday, 
the first performance night, the performance 
was lightly attended; however, on Sunday, the 
auditorium was packed, which made everyone 
very anxious.

“I was very nervous both performance 
nights,” said Zachary, sophomore. “Even 
though I didn’t have a lot of stage time, it was 
still a fun experience performing, but I espe-
cially loved being behind the scenes.”

Many students had to arrive early on the 
day of the play (around 2:00 p.m.) to finish re-
hearsing and work out the last-minute details 
before the performance that night. 

“At first, it was really stressful getting things 
together. Then, when everything was finally 
complete and all the scenes were pulled to-
gether, it was super fun, especially the nights 
of the play performances,” said Carol, sopho-
more. “Singing a solo for the first time was re-

ally nerve racking, but I am really glad I got to 
do it, and that both performance nights went 
well.”

The play was not only a fun experience for 
the students, but an encouraging opportunity 
to present the Gospel. 

“I thought the play was really good and en-
couraging about people giving the Gospel to 
the world around us,” said Miss Mueller, Span-
ish teacher. “Giving the Gospel to more people 
is definitely something I need to work on more, 
and something we all need to work on.”

The life of Amy Carmichael exemplifies a 
life lived fully for Christ, as she dedicated her 
life completely to God. Her story is an example 
of how God can use us if we fully dedicate our-
selves to His will and not ours.

by Karol, sophomore

Watching the students perform the story 
of Amy Carmichael, the audience may 

not have realized the amount of dedication and 
commitment that went into making the story 
come to life.  

Much of the preparation happened the 
week right before the play; however, still more 
began earlier in the school year.

“We started preparing in advance, having 
students memorize their lines and practice 
during lunch,” said Mrs. Darby, producer. 
“Therefore, when it came to the week before 
the play to prepare, the majority of the students 
had their lines memorized.”

Furthermore, a group of 14 girls practiced 
several choreographed scenes as the temple 
children. Mrs. Abbey helped direct the stu-
dents as the “temple instructor,” making sure 
the choreography was smooth and taking many 
afternoons to practice. 

“I believe that the play went very well and 
the environment was really fun,” said Emilie, 
8th grade. “I prepared by practicing the cho-
reography, rewatching videos Mrs. Abbey sent, 
and learning the lyrics to the song.”  

The week before the play, students re-
hearsed from noon till 5:00 p.m., putting all 
of their energy and commitment into the play 
to create something special. For this to happen, 
students were taken out of classes to rehearse 
their lines and scenes. 

“It was nice to get out of classes, but at the 
same time, it was difficult because there was 
much to make up afterwards,” said Gabrielle, 
junior. “However, it was all worth it because I 
love acting and the play was so much fun.”

Each practice day, the students were re-
hearsing their lines, getting placement cor-
rect, working out transitions between scenes, 
and figuring out how the acting needed to be. 
The help and leadership of Pastor Abbey, Mrs. 
Tripp, Ms. Darby, and many more, was greatly 
appreciated during preparations for the play. 

Costumes and makeup were also needed 
for each actor, especially to help prepare for 
dress rehearsal, making sure it was all ready for 

the play itself. 
“I didn’t like the makeup as much, and try-

ing to get the correct amount of makeup for 
my character was difficult and chaotic, but I 
loved practicing for the play,” said Aislinn, 
sophomore.

“Getting the costumes together was good 
because we were able to increase our inven-
tory,” said Ms. Darby. “Mrs. Duerksen, Mrs. 
Chacko, Mrs. Spatz, and Mrs. Lampert were 
significant in working with the costumes and 
makeup, and many of the costumes were pre-
pared weeks in advance.”

Preparing for the school play was a chal-
lenge, but FBTA students were motivated and 
determined to make the play a success, doing it 
all for the glory of God. 

Students laugh through awkward scenes, hoping they 
can hold it together on the night of the performance. 

Some of the scenes were intense, but brought out  
the truth of what was really happening in the story. 

Liddy, junior, showed us the 
heart of Amy Carmichael 

beautifully in every scene. 
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Dressed up and made up 
Behind the scenes: costumes and makeup

Backstage bloopers
Just as much fun behind the scenes as onstage
by Zachary, sophomore

The backstage is truly an important part of 
any play. During the FBTA performance 

of Rescue, many students are off stage, and a 
number of things are happening all at once: 
people running from one side to another, peo-
ple conversing, and more. 

“Being backstage was fun because everyone 
was chilling and nervous at the same time,” said 
Emily, sophomore.

“My favorite thing about backstage,” said 
Gabby, sophomore, “is probably all the excite-
ment right before the scene we were in.”

“Right before one of my scenes during our 
dress rehearsal, Emily and I were trying to get 

our mics from Karol and Ella, and we missed 
our cue to go onstage,” said Twila, senior. 
“Luckily, we were able to come up with a solu-
tion before the final night.”

While there is certainly nervousness in the 
air, it is not all stoic. Many jokes and antics are 
made backstage.

“There was lots of food,” said Gabby, soph-
omore, “pictures, jokes, and tripping in the 
dark while running through the back hallways 
as fast as you could to get to the other side [of 
the auditorium].

“[My favorite part was] when there was a 
solo and we all would be quietly singing and 
dancing to it,” said Emily, sophomore.

by Cayli, junior 

So much preparation and effort went on be-
hind the scenes to bring the heartwarming 

story of Amy Carmichael to life. 
“Inside the costume room, the biggest ob-

stacle was changing all the costumes that repre-
sented biblical times to something more mod-
ern or worn when this story takes place [in the 
early 1900s],” said Reem, junior.

Every student or staff member involved 
was assigned a specific role and worked tire-
lessly so the story would be executed perfectly. 
There was an environment of exhilaration and 
creativity displayed in every character of the 
performance. 

“Even though we were unable to have a 
large makeup staff, many students were willing 
to help out,” said Anna, junior.

“The boys were freaking out about having 
to wear makeup,” said Twila, senior. “It was 
definitely an obstacle to overcome.”

“I honestly did not know what to expect, 
when I was chosen to manage and control the 
lights of the performance,” said Karly, sopho-
more. “In the end, it was amazing to see every-
thing come together!” 

Retelling the story of Amy Carmichael 
definitely created an unforgettable experience 
for the staff and students at FBT, but finding 

Taking a look behind the scenes
The play can’t run without the stage crew
by Jaeyun, freshman

The FBTA performance of Amy Carmi-
chael’s story was beautifully presented, 

but the play couldn’t have been such a success 
if it weren’t for the stage crew being there to 
change and set up the scenes. 

The stage crew was involved from the be-
ginning and was there whenever the actors 
were rehearsing to change something on stage 
or change from one scene to another. But were 
things are done as smoothly behind the scenes 
as things were done on stage?

“During the very first scene change, we had 
to move a tree out from the center of the stage 
to the side of the stage. But after it was set up, 
the stage crew noticed that the tree was almost 
about to fall off. So we kind of had to just pray 
that the tree wouldn’t fall down,” said Isaiah, 
sophomore.

 “Also, there was one scene where we had 
to set up half of the scene and do the other half 
during the next scene change. But at the last 
minute, the director decided to cut out that 
scene and do it all in one scene change. Even 
with this we were still able to do it correctly 
and run the play smoothly.”

Even with these mistakes and last-minute 
changes, the stage crew set everything up in 
the time frame they had, except for once when 
they forgot to put up some plants. 

The stage crew was able to change the 
scenes so smoothly because of the many re-
hearsals. 

“The rehearsals were really easy because 
the director told us where everything had to 
go and everyone was able to pick it up pretty 
easily,” said Ian, sophomore. “Everybody knew 
their role and what they were to change in each 
scene after just a couple of rehearsals.”

creative and inventive ways to present this true 
story to their audience is what truly brought 
this story to life. 
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End of a season  
Soccer team finishes third in state tournament 

Tournament-style trials
Volleyball team finishes third in state tournament

3….2…..1…All for Christ!
Soccer wins 1st/Volleyball 2nd in Valley Tournament

by Isaiah, freshman 

After an undefeated streak throughout the 
fall season, the boys soccer team attempt-

ed to win their third consecutive ODACS 
championship, but disappointedly lost to Her-
itage in the semi-finals, finishing third in the 
state tournament. 

Due to inclement weather, the game was 
pushed back to the first week of November 
on a Monday rather than over the weekend as 
in past tournaments. This change in schedule 
likely impacted the momentum leading up to 
the game. 

“On the day of the game, we were met with 
a lack of players, which presented the challenge 
of repositioning with the players we had,” said 
Mr. Bradford, soccer coach. “Overall, the loss 

was a disappointment, especially because it 
could have been avoided if all the players were 
on top of things.” 

The missing players caused Coach Brad-
ford to make several changes, having to adjust 
the starting lineup and bring up a few JV play-
ers for the tournament.  

In the end, Gill Grove won first place and 
Heritage second. Two players from Fairfax 
were named to the All-Tournament Team: 
Isaiah Johnson, sophomore, and Colin Shea, 
junior. 

Although the team lost the championship, 
they prevailed through a hard-fought season 
with an impressive winning record of 10-1 and 
victory in the Valley Tournament. 

by Elizabeth, junior

The 2021 ODACS Class AA Women’s Vol-
leyball Tournament reflected our varsity 

girls’ teamwork and spirit in ways that effective-
ly showcased their to-the-very-end mindsets.

The tournament took place at FBTA on 
Oct. 29 and 30, where four schools fought to 
obtain a trophy and well-deserved accomplish-
ments. 

The first game for our Varsity team—the 
semifinals—was on Friday at 5:45 p.m. against 
Bethel. Despite playing Bethel in the tourna-
ment, our team had never played them during 
the season. So, going into the game and having 
no idea what to expect put a certain energy into 
their playing style.

“It was really interesting playing a team 
we’ve never played before,” said Gabrielle, ju-
nior. “I wasn’t sure what to expect. It was weird 
for me because I had sprained my finger in two 
places, but I was super excited because I still got 
to play. The game was intense, and we played 
hard even though we lost.”

Due to the loss, the girls had to be at the 
school a little earlier the next morning. The 
consolation game against Faith was at 9:30 a.m. 
where they took home a strong win by taking 
advantage of Faith’s seemingly absent motiva-
tion and their own determination. Of course, 
the ability to make the best of any situation is 
where a team’s true spirit shines.

“The next morning, we got there early, so 
we scrimmaged each other with Coach Kim 
and Hasset (former team member) playing,” 
said Gabrielle. “It was so much fun! The Faith 
game for third place was interesting, too. We 
had lost to them twice during the season, but 
we beat them in three sets in the tournament, 
which felt awesome. I’m proud of how we 
played in both games.”

After securing third place, the team was able 
to reflect on why they were still proud of that.

“Even though we didn’t win, I was real-
ly happy with how we played as a team,” said 
Charity, senior. “Bethel was better than us, but 
I thought we played better than I’ve ever seen 
us play before.”

“I thought it was a little weird playing Beth-
el for the first time,” said Liddy, junior. “They 
were a really good and fun team to play! I’m 
okay with getting third because it was super 
fun, and we beat Faith for the first time. I think 
we were all cheering for Keystone because we 
wanted them to beat Bethel. Bethel had already 
won their tournament, so we wanted someone 
else to win this one.”

At the end of a long and well-played season 
that carried a lot of unpredictable aspects, the  
girls volleyball team maintained their positive 
outlook and unwavering efforts. Good job, la-
dies!

by Amy, senior 

The FBTA soccer and volleyball teams took 
some time away to compete in a mid-sea-

son tournament at Valley Baptist Christian 
School on Oct. 1-2. 

Players mentally and physically prepared 
by improving performance in practices and 
putting away junk food to place the entirety of 
their focus on the games. Finishing with second 
place for girls volleyball and first place for boys 
soccer, the teams felt they were on the right 
track for finishing well in the ODACS State 
Tournament. 

The volleyball team played grueling back-
to-back games in competition against a pleth-
ora of other teams. With two games on Friday 
and four games on Saturday, the girls were 
thoroughly exhausted, yet felt content with the 
overall performance of the team.

“Throughout the season we had been play-
ing where we had to ‘get into it’ so teams that 
weren’t as good as us would often beat us,” said 
Gabrielle, junior. “That also happened at the 
Valley Tournament—we just weren’t playing 

our best. On Saturday we knew we had to play 
well to win. For me, it was thrilling because we 
went from game to game, and we were winning 
all of them. We were super tired—no breaks—
but that also kept us going. I’m overall really 
proud of the way we played, especially in those 
last couple sets.” 

The volleyball team players used the tour-
nament to improve stamina, their mentality 
going into the game, and overall communica-
tion. Although they achieved second, Keystone 
was deemed to be a worthy opponent, with our 
girls having experienced tight games against 
them previously. 

Once the placing was resolved, Maia, ju-
nior, and Charity, senior, received the All-Tour-
nament Award, which was voted by the coaches 
of the competing teams for the most deserving 
players of each team. When announcing the 
award, each player approached the center of the 
gym to receive their medallion; however, Maia’s 
announcement occurred after the ceremony as 
the announcer forgot her name. The resulting 
announcement made for a humorous memory. 

“The moment when he forgot to give Maia 

The FBT Varsity soccer boys huddle together for a word of 
prayer before the tournament’s final game against Gill Grove. 

photo by Amy Fahmy, senior

her MVP award was so funny, and the pictures 
with her just standing in the middle of the 
court by herself made us all laugh,” said Eliz-
abeth, junior. 

The boys’ soccer competition was physically 
less demanding as they played two games, once 
against Valley on Friday and once against Gill 
Grove on Saturday. With a tight 5-4 win on 
Friday, the 7-1 win against Gill Grove was re-
lieving and a bit shocking. The All-Tournament 
awards were given to Colin and Daniel, juniors.  

“We didn’t actually prepare how we usually 
do,” said Casey, senior. “We normally practice 
on the blacktop, but we ended up playing on a 
portion of the field to get used to the smaller 
field at Valley.” 

With the boy’s improvement from a second 
place win in 2020 to a first in this year’s Valley 
Tournament, it seemed the strategies and prac-
tices put into the game resulted in a worthy 
victory.  

The boys soccer team ended the season with 
an impressive 10-1 record. 
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Space Hamsters:  
Play Fun
by Cassie, sophomore

Cassie, sophomore, is our comic-artist-in-residence this 
year and will be treating us to the antics of her most recent 
creations: the space hamsters. 

Keep an eye on this space as we follow their adventures 
and find out what they are up to this-coming year. 

Scene at the 
academy
Everyday events happen at the academy, 

 well, every day — some minor and some 
major. Snapping photos as events take place is 
the best way to remember what happened and 
when. 

The beautiful birch trees had to be removed 
because they were too close to the building and 
leaves were clogging up the gutters. They will 
be replaced with smaller trees. 

Patriot Pace t-shirts were lined up in the 
hallways waiting for students to come and pick 
them up. Our next order will be here soon, but 
they are a slightly modified design on royal blue 
long-sleeved shirts and hoodies. 

Seniors Twila and Amy were seen choosing 
the next yearbook cover with Josten’s Represen-
tative Jason Baronowski. Can’t wait to see what 
they came up with!

Congratulations to Patriot Pace winners

Pastor Abbey talks with the missionaries 
who visited Fairfax Baptist Temple during our 
Mid-Year Missions Sunday on Oct. 10. Seven 
missionary families visited and presented their 
ministries to our church and academy. Our 
keynote speaker was Dr. David Snyder, BIMI 
president and general director.   

Mrs. Hwang’s K4 students sit in a circle and 
show off their crazy socks for the camera. 

Senior shirts are in! The Patriot Press is 
working to schedule a senior photo shoot soon!

Ms. Marlie, Ms. McCleese and the pre-
school and elementary students decorated Mr. 
Bradford’s office in the hopes of triggering an 
upcoming snow day. He was absolutely delight-
ed with the results. 

Mrs. Page demonstrates to her Physics class 
how to demolish a soda can in a bowl of ice. 

Have you seen any other 
scenes at the academy that you 
would like to be featured? We 
are always looking for interest-
ing content. Take some photos, 
and let us know what you find!

On Nov. 17, Mr. Bradford held a final as-
sembly to announce the winners of the 

Patriot Pace fundraising competition. 
The 2nd grade received the grand prize for 

the class with the highest percentage of students 
responsible for at least $150 in donations. The 
2nd graders will receive lunch and an afternoon 
in the park, but probably when the weather 
warms up a little bit. 

The runner-up prize went to the 3rd grade 
class, who will receive a morning donuts and 
milk mini-party.

Ice cream is served for the winning classes 
and other grades that reached their goals: 7th 
grade, 5th grade, 4th grade, and 8th grade. 

Jacob Potts, 2nd grade, was awarded the 
individual grand prize and received a $250 

Amazon gift card for receiving the most dona-
tions of $20 or more. Amron Getnet, K4, was 
the runner-up and received a $50 Amazon gift 
card. Daniela Castillo, 5th grade, received a 
$30 Amazon card. 

Honorable mentions for the individual 
awards go to Ben Beach, freshman, and Abe 
Kim, K4. 

Mrs. Darby also held a VIP lunch for all 
students who received donations of $300 or 
more. 

The academy is grateful to all students and 
parents who participated in the fundraising 
event. Each year, the funds go toward improv-
ing the science, technology, music, and sports 
departments. 

Cryptogram Puzzle
Decode the message Each letter in the phrase has been replaced with 

a random letter or number.


