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Oooh rah!
Students battle it out during life-changing revival week
by Twila, senior

During the week of Oct. 4, the War of 
Special Forces team, led by Dr. Jim Van 

Gelderen, came to FBTA for a week of excit-
ing games, intense competitions, convicting 
messages, and more. The Mighty Marines, 
Super Seals, and Incredible Rangers battled 
it out to see which group was the best. Each 
day the students were met with fun activities 
and many opportunities to gain points for 
their teams. 

“The main goal of the War of Special Forc-
es is to see teenagers reached with the Gos-
pel and to see young people get on fire for 
God and turn this world upside down for the 
cause of Christ,” said Hannah, co-captain of 
the Incredible Rangers.  

The week started off with an introduction 
chapel where the students got a taste of what 
the week was going to be like. They were in-
troduced to Dr. Jim and his team in a hilarious 
skit that set the mood for the week. At lunch, 
the students joined a team, and the room 
buzzed with people finding their teammates 
for the week and sizing up the competition. 
Many students also purchased team t-shirts 
to help earn points for their team. Several stu-
dents and their team captains went to nearby 
schools on Monday to recruit local teens for 

their teams during the big revival services on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday night. Teens 
were also encouraged to invite as many peo-
ple as they could to come as well. 

Each day during school, the students had 
the privilege of hearing a testimony from one 
of the team members before Dr. Jim gave a 
convicting message that touched the hearts 
of many students. 

“I originally thought the War of Special 
Forces was going to be something that I 
would just learn a few things, while having 
fun with the activities,” said Carol, sophomore. 
“But by the end of the week, it was clear to 
me that God had worked in more ways than 
I imagined.”

 Wednesday and Thursday were the first of 
three days of evening revival meetings. Many 
friends and other teens joined the students 
for fun nights full of activities such as big ball 
volleyball, tube tug, 3-way big ball basketball, 
and spoke tackle. They then enjoyed free 
food while watching side-splitting comedy 
skits and playing trivia games. The nights fin-
ished off with yet another amazing sermon 
from Dr. Jim, where many teens placed their 
trust in Jesus Christ, and many others found 
God’s grace and peace in a time when they 
needed it most.

Students compete for points in the War of 
Special Forces, a week-long event held  

during and after school. 

Run for funds
Students run Patriot Pace laps for fun and funds
by Xavier, freshman

The week of Oct. 14 was one of the busi-
est weeks this school has had, with several 

spirit days, two home games, and the running 
of the Patriot Pace that Thursday. This run 
raised money for the school with pledges for 

laps, as well as allowed for kids to hang out 
with their friends.

Since the Patriot Pace is the only fundrais-
er the school hosts, the academy goes all out. 
The entire student body headed to the soccer 
field to take a school picture on the hill and an 

By Friday, it was a tight race between all 
three teams with only 800 points between 
the Super Seals in first and the Incredible 
Rangers in third place. With the Seals winning 
big ball bowling that night, the Rangers and 
Marines knew that they needed to have out-
standing team spirit in order to have a chance 
at winning. 

Comforted by a blazing fire, the teams 
broke out all the glow sticks they could get 
their hands on and cheered as loud as the 
possibly could to rally and encourage team 
spirit. The Rangers dominated the cheer-
ing and trivia competitions that night, but 
it wasn’t enough, and the Super Seals were 
crowned the champions. 

Then came the most memorable part of 
the whole week: Dr. Jim invited the teens to 
share their testimony of how the week had 
impacted them. The teens shared inspir-
ing stories of how God had worked in their 
hearts and lives that week and even saved 
them from participating in certain activities 
that they shouldn’t. It was an emotional expe-
rience for many of the teens as they learned 
more about their friends and got closer to 
them than they ever would have before.

“I believe the biggest impact I saw on the 
school was a noticeable shift in the spirit of 
the students,” said Pastor Kyle Spatz, youth 
pastor. “Everyone as a whole seemed to have 
a happier countenance the following week.”

overhead photo with a parent’s drone. 
“I really liked that we had a day with 

good weather,” said Becky, 8th grade.
With blue skies, sun, and temperatures 

in the mid-70s, the Pace began with the 
youngest classes first and working up to the 
older high school students. 

“The Patriot Pace was a fun event,” said 
Andrew, 8th grade. “It is a fun way to hang 
out and spend time with friends.” 

“I enjoyed the fellowship with my fel-
low classmates and enjoyed the talks we 

had,” said Caleb Varricchione, freshman. “I very 
much enjoyed the day off of school as well.”

After each section of the race, the stu-
dents who finished ate hot dogs for lunch at 
the pavilion with their class.

The Patriot Pace provided a great oppor-
tunity to be competitive, show your school 
spirit, mingle with the younger students and 
parents, and to overall have fun. Kids of all 
ages enjoyed their time with their friends and 
family. 

Grades K3 through 12th posed for a school photo on the  
hill to the soccer field before running the Patriot Pace. 

The War of Special Forces met with the teens in the morning for chapel and in the afternoons for  
challenges. Later in the week, they also met in the evenings to finish up the competitions.

photo by Mr. Abdiel 
Hernandez, teacher
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Upgrades, people, upgrades
Students discuss Patriot Pace spending projects
by David, senior 

The academy hosted the Patriot Pace on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, where students and 

faculty raised school funds by running laps 
around the soccer field. High school students 
were encouraged to run at least 20 laps and 
receive pledges for donations. 

Last year, the Patriot Pace funds went to-
ward the playground, sports equipment, and 
teaching equipment. This year, the school ad-
ministration would like to put funds toward 
new science lab equipment, elementary mu-
sical instruments, and adding resource center 
services in the library. 

With all of these school upgrades, one 
question comes to mind: What do students 
think? 

“I would like [to see] new soccer balls, and 
possibly field lights on the soccer field,” said 
Caleb, sophomore. 

“I am excited for the resource center be-
cause it will be a great help for all the students,” 
said Gabrielle, junior. The resource center will 

be in the library as a second way to research, 
rather than only the computer lab. 

However some people thought about 
other upgrades for the entire school. 

“I would have new chairs and new vacu-
ums,” said Isaiah, sophomore. 

The Patriot Pace funds help to expand the 
quality of education by providing equipment 
not covered by tuition. Students are always 
encouraged to talk to their student body rep-
resentatives or the administration if they have 
ideas or input they want to share. 

Remembering the Renaissance
AP European History class visits National Gallery of Art
by Malat, sophomore          

The AP European History class took a day-
long trip to the National Gallery of Art in 

Washington, D.C., on Sept. 15 to view paint-
ings from the Renaissance era. 

With the class slowly coming to an end in 
its chapter on the Renaissance, Mr. Armstrong 
hoped the visit would enable them to gain a 
better grasp of the information and time pe-
riod.

 “I believe the field trip was helpful as it 
provided an up-close, in-person experience 
rather than simply viewing the paintings in a 
textbook or on a website,” said Mr. Armstrong, 
AP European History teacher.

Much of the art within the museum, al-
though mostly from the Renaissance period, 
was also from other time periods as well. The 
works ranged from the 1300s to the late-
1500s, and the museum contained many 

famous artists like Raphael and Titian, and 
many famous paintings like Ginevra de Benci 
by Leonardo da Vinci.

“The main thing I was glad to experience 
was the ability to truly see the effect of the 
Renaissance on future art,” said Nathan, soph-
omore.

“One of the main things I enjoyed on the 
field trip was being able to see the Renais-
sance paintings and be able to learn many 
facts about history from them,” said Zachary, 
sophomore.

Students always enjoy learning outside of 
the classroom setting, and living so close to 
Washington, D.C., provides many additional 
choices for learning outside of the box. 

Students 
were able 
to see 
Renaissance 
paintings 
up close and 
personal at 
the National 
Gallery of 
Art. 

Students make good use of the new bleachers 
on the soccer field, which were purchased with 

Patriot Pace funding from last year. 

A Pastoral Visit by Richard Norris Brooke Symphony in White, No. 1, The White Girl
by James McNeill Whistler    

Fabulous fashion of FBTA
New uniforms introduced after 33 years 
by Cassie, sophomore

After 20 years with the same school uni-
forms and 33 years with the same ele-

mentary jumper pattern, the school has intro-
duced some new uniform pieces to the dress 
code. 

 “[We made the change] because the uni-
forms, for the girls especially, hadn’t been up-
dated in several years,” said Mrs. Spatz, admin-
istrative assistant for the academy. “It was also 
to cut down on extra colors that didn’t really 
work with blue and white.”

It’s safe to say that students greatly enjoy 
the new pieces by seeing them choose the 
new over the old.

“I like the newer style and new choices,” 
said Emily, sophomore.

Some of these lovely additions are new 
colors and patterns for the girls’ skirts, boys’ 
pants in grey, and grey sweaters with pockets. 
The grey, in particular, is quickly becoming a 
favorite as more and more students are seen 
with grey skirts and sweaters. 

“I like the grey pants because they look 
better with blue than the khaki did,” said Ben, 
freshman.

Though the new uniform pieces were 
added to freshen up an old look, the stu-
dents are notably enjoying the wider selec-
tion range which they can use to more freely 
express themselves while staying inside the 
dress code. 

Not sure what to put on in the morning? 
Here are some phenomenal combinations 
that are sure to be a success: 

For girls— 
• Navy plaid skirt, light blue button down 

shirt, grey sweater, messy bun, boots.
• Khaki skirt, white button down shirt, navy 

sweater, high ponytail, sneakers.
• Navy skirt, light blue button down shirt, 

navy sweater, colorful knee high socks, flats.
• Grey skirt, navy shirt, navy sweater, loads 

of jewelry.
For boys —
• Khaki pants, white button down shirt, 

dark (black or navy) sneakers.
• Navy pants, light blue button down shirt, 

navy sweater, white sneakers.
• Grey pants, light blue button down shirt, 

dark (black or navy) sneakers.
• Khaki pants, navy shirt, navy sweater, 

white sneakers.Canceled David Barton field trip
Students resort to son’s video presentation 
by Karly, sophomore

On Friday, Oct. 1, the high school students 
had planned a field trip to hear David 

Barton at Faith Christian School in Fredericks-
burg, VA. At the last minute, the field trip was 
canceled due to the speaker having laryngitis.

The students were disappointed about 
the canceled field trip, but Mr. Bradford 
showed a video from David Barton’s son, Tim, 
speaking on a similar issue: “America’s history 
with an emphasis on our religious, moral, and 
constitutional heritage.” 

“I was glad we got to learn more about 
our American heritage, even if it was through 
a video,” said Carol, sophomore.

“I was really sad when we couldn’t go on 
the field trip, especially since it’s been a long 
time since we had one,” said Amy, senior. “Be-
sides that, though, I’m glad the staff was able 
to put together something other than a nor-
mal school day.” AJ, sophomore; Morgan, senior;  

and Karol, sophomore,  
show off new uniform styles. 

Make a run for it!
Running Club is back
by Noah, freshman

Running club is back in session with return-
ing leaders Mrs. Billman and Mr. Armstrong. 

Runners meet after school on Mondays and 
Thursdays for an hour while enjoying the 
cooler fall weather. 

The group has a short devotional and 
prayer before starting out through the park-
ing lot and adjoining neighborhood, and 
once in a while, around Burke Lake. 

If you are ever in the mood for a quick run 
around the area, you are welcome to join in 
and maybe make some new friends in the 
process. 



Patriot Press Page 3•  OCT 2021

Playing around the playground                                  
Elementary students enjoy options at recess
by Cayli, junior 

As the swings fill up, the elementary stu-
dents rush outside to the playground 

or gym each day to release their energy or 
simply take a break and stretch their legs. Re-

cess involves a set time within the school day 
when each child is able to enjoy games and 
activities.  

“Since we are in kindergarten, we get 
three recesses!” said Abigail, K5.  “I like to play 

family with my friends and classmates. Also, I 
enjoy doing cool tricks and flips on the mon-
key bars.”

Students choose different activities each 
day during their free time—either on the new 
playground, on the blacktop, or in the gym.  
This simply can involve playing on a set of 
swings or even a friendly game of kickball in 
the parking lot.

“I enjoy chasing my friends across the 

mulch in a game called cops and robbers,” 
said Saron, K5. ”In this game, cops have the 
ability to freeze the robber, and being tagged 
means you’re frozen for the rest of the game.” 

Although recess is never super long and 
sadly becomes shorter as the students age, 
this period allows students to develop cre-
ative skills, burn off energy, and take break 
from the regular flow of school activities. 

Students enjoy climbing all over the  
new playground equipment. 

Laboratory mayhem
Elementary students dissect owl pellets
by Noah, sophomore   

Miniature mad scientists in the 4th and 5th 
grades dissected owl pellets to observe 

what an owl has most recently eaten—a proj-
ect introduced to the class by the new FBTA 
lab instructor, Mrs. Ragsdale. 

“Elementary students learned about food 
webs and life cycles,” said Mrs. Ragsdale. “Sci-
ence labs allow students to interact directly 
with material they learn in textbooks. Well-de-
signed laboratory experiences develop prob-
lem solving and critical thinking skills.”

The students were given a bone diagram 
so they could sort out all the bones in the owl 
pellet to see what the owl had last eaten.

“It was fun, interesting, and enjoyable to 
see something in action,” said Joshua, 4th 
grade.

The lab was so interesting that students 
were not the only ones enjoying the dissec-

tion. Even teachers thought it was a great 
idea.

“I love the fact that we had a hands-on 
activity,” said Miss Lawlor, 5th grade teacher. “I 
had never dissected anything until then, and 
it was neat to share that experience with my 
5th graders.” 

The lab, though, was still a dissection, and 
some people thought it was a little disgusting 
at first. 

“I liked it a lot, but I was disgusted at first 
and thought it was gross,” said Allison, 4th 
grade. “Afterwards, though, I thought it was 
interesting.”

This somewhat bizarre lab, not only shows 
that students can be excited about owl diges-
tive systems, but also shows there is an inter-
esting side to science they may have never 
experienced before.

Busy bees
Working summer jobs
by Benjamin, freshman

Over the summer and throughout the 
school year, high school students work 

hard at many different types of jobs. From fast 
food to retail, there are a variety of jobs that 
teenagers can do to make some extra cash. 
Jobs can not only provide money, but can 
also build moral character. 

Many FBTA students have also experi-
enced the benefits of having a job. Although 
working takes much time and energy, it can 
help you buy a car, get to college, or have ex-
tra spending money.  

“I worked at Chick-fil-A. It’s interesting to 
be on the other side of the counter,” said Twila, 
senior. “It helped me build my confidence and 
taught me how to deal with strangers.”

“I worked as a lifeguard, and it’s a unique 
experience since you have to take classes and 
pass them in order to get the job,” said Anna, 
junior. “I enjoyed making new friends and con-
necting with people at the pool. Lifeguarding 
has helped me grow my communication skills 

and become more confident.”
“I was a nanny for a family down the street 

from me,” said Ella, senior. “My job was unique 
because I ran it like a summer camp. I took 
them out to do fun activities so they weren’t 
bored in the house. My patience grew a lot 
because there are three of the kids, and I had 
to sort out their arguments with each other.” 

While working a job can be tiresome, the 
extra cash and the character-building are 
worth it in the end. 

Testing torture 
High schoolers take the PSAT and SAT
by Elizabeth, junior

On Oct. 13, many high school students 
took the Scholastic Aptitude Tests of-

fered by College Board.
Both the SAT and the PSAT help colleges 

and other organizations determine how pre-
pared a student is to graduate. 

The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test 
and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT) is usually taken in the ju-
nior year. The score, and how it compares to 
other students helps College Board and other 
entities determine if a student can apply for 
certain opportunities. 

While both tests provide ways to obtain 
scholarships, the SAT is more suited for get-
ting accepted into colleges. 

The PSAT score ranges from 320-1520, 
while the SAT ranges from 400-1600; the com-
posite score comes from how you score in the 
individual sections.

Sections include reading, writing, and 
language, and two math sections, one with 
a calculator, and one without. Each test takes 
around four hours to complete.

“I took the SAT, but I liked getting out of 
classes,” said Charity, senior. “Math was the 
worst section because it is not my forte. The 
reading comprehension was easy, but by the 
end I was just filling in circles.” 

“I took the (dreaded) SAT,” said Amy, senior. 
“This was my second time taking it, but I’ve 

already taken and practiced the PSAT too. I’ve 
only actually taken the test twice. My favorite 
section is probably the writing section—al-
though I’m unsure if I did well, it’s not as hard 
as the other sections and it can be finished 
quickly. Overall, I feel I did my best, which to 
me is what’s most important. I think I did bet-
ter than before too, which is awesome! I just 
have to wait about a month for my results, 
which is torture.”

“The second part of the math section was 
my least favorite because I had to come up 
with my own answers instead of picking an 
answer from the multiple choice,” said Harri-
son, junior. “The first part of the reading sec-
tion was my favorite because that was when 
my mind was the least stretched. The test it-
self wasn’t that hard, but the longer I take a 
test, the more my mind gets fried.”

The academy office also receives the re-
sults of the testing, which they use to see 
which academic sections may need addition-
al class time and make adjustments each year 
to keep the students’ score high. 

For the people feeling drained after the 
test: that’s okay and perfectly normal. For 
those taking the tests in the future: definite-
ly take time to prepare and use the countless 
resources online. College Board and Khan 
Academy are the best ways to get used to the 
testing style. Good luck everyone!

Students listen intently to the 
instructions for taking the PSAT. 

Learning the easy way 
or the hard way

Students in Mr. Armstrong’s eco-
nomic class got to learn the 

easy way — at least for one day.
Teaching lessons on basic eco-

nomics along with strategies for 
playing Monopoly made this par-
ticular class both informative and 
enjoyable.
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On call with care
School nurse joins FBTA
by Anna, junior

FBTA has a new school nurse this year. Al-
though the academy has always had med-

ically-certified personnel on staff, Ms. Anna 
Christenson brings additional experience 
with her R.N. training. The Patriot Press got a 
chance to talk with her about nursing, her job, 
and her life. 

Ms. Christenson earned her nursing de-
gree at Pensacola Christian College. After 
graduating, she worked at a hospital for three 
years.

“Fun Fact: Coach Kim and I went to the 
same nursing school and graduated the same 
year, and met again when I started working at 
FBTA!” said Ms. Christenson. 

Ms. Christenson knew she wanted to be 
a nurse in high school when she volunteered 
at a hospital and saw other nurses in action. 
She especially loved practicing many nursing 
skills.

“I could be a witness to patients without 
even speaking,” she said.  

She began working at the Wilds in 2015 as 
the camp nurse before hearing about the job 
opportunity at FBTA. 

She also met her boyfriend, FBTA’s athletic 
director Coach Doug Smith, who also worked 
at the Wilds this past summer. They began 
dating and are now working at the same 

school.
“I love it here! I can see myself working 

here forever!” said Ms. Christenson. “I love the 
staff and the students. Everyone here works 
together as a team.”

As much as she loved working at a hos-
pital and the Wilds, Ms. Christenson said that 
she loves working as a school nurse.

“If I can help students feel better, then they 
can have potential to learn effectively in class.”

Ms. Christenson has seen various injuries 
over the years—with sprains, splinters, con-
cussions and even strange items up some-
one’s nose!

It was great to meet Ms. Christenson, and 
FBTA is excited to have her here this year.

Student chefs
Preschool celebrates fall 
by making applesauce
by Amy, senior

On Wednesday, Sept. 22, the first official 
day of fall, the preschool classes took the 

afternoon off to commence their possible fu-
ture cooking careers. With the fall season be-
ginning, applesauce seemed like the perfect 
refreshment for the kids to enjoy.

The day began with the preschool teach-
ers cutting three kinds of apples for the stu-
dents: yellow, green, and red. Bringing in a 
slow cooker with a plentiful amount of apples, 
they came prepared to create a day of fun. 

“Each child was able to try each kind of 
apple and then mark down on a sheet of pa-
per whether they liked or disliked it,” said Mrs. 
Amin, K-4 teacher aide. 

 Once the preschoolers decided which ap-
ple was their favorite, the teachers cooked the 
apples in a slow cooker and mixed in lemon, 
cinnamon, and sugar.

“My favorite part of the day was choosing 
my favorite apple,” said Hainey, K-4. “I liked the 
green one the most.”

“I liked the cinnamon in the applesauce,” 

said classmate Cali, K-4.
Later that afternoon, the students were 

able to eat the freshly-made applesauce as a 
snack. 

 With days full of coloring, Bible lessons, 
and learning basic math, the K-3 and K-4 
teachers love creating new and exciting ways 
to enjoy an otherwise normal school day. 

Mrs. Hwang slices apples and lets the students  
taste each kind before making the applesauce. 

Miss Anna Christenson helps students 
throughout the day in the academy office.    

Head start in life
FBTA improves curriculum with new AP classes
by Isaiah, freshman

This year students are given the opportu-
nity to challenge themselves and get a 

head start on college by taking the following 
brand-new AP (Advanced Placement) classes: 
AP Government, AP Macroeconomics, AP Eu-
ropean History, AP Calculus, and AP Language 
and Composition.

“The standard curriculum focuses on the 
‘whats’ and the ‘whens’ of the course, and 
scratches the ‘whys’,” said Mr. Armstrong, AP 
Government and AP Macroeconomics teach-
er, “but the AP classes go more in-depth by 
answering the ‘whys’ and ‘hows’.”

The classes test the students’ ability to an-
alyze a situation or passage through group ac-
tivities, reading assignments, writing projects, 
and difficult quizzes and tests. The capstone 
of each course is the AP Exam at the end of 

the year which determines if they earn college 
credit or not.

“I enjoy teaching the class, and though it is 
difficult for the students, I love helping them 
through the challenge,” said Miss Racicot, AP 
English teacher.

The AP classes are proving a challenge be-
cause while the students are able to learn a 
lot, even the best students struggle to earn a 
B+; however, because the AP classes are grad-
ed on a 5.0 scale, a B+ is a 4.0. Because of this, 
students can earn a GPA higher than a 4.0.

“I am learning a lot about Europe and its 
influence on the United States,” said Emily, 
sophomore.

AP classes are not for the faint of heart, but 
they will improve your skills needed to take 
college classes and succeed in life.

Space Hamsters:  
New Friends
by Cassie, sophomore

Cassie, sophomore, is our comic-artist-in-residence this 
year and will be treating us to the antics of her most recent 
creations: the space hamsters. 

Keep an eye on this space as we follow their adventures 
and find out what they are up to this-coming year. 

We said it, give credit, let’s edit
Journalism class kicks off to a great start
by Deborah, senior 

The FBTA journalism class meets only once 
a week —Wednesdays after school from 

3:20-4:00 p.m. But this year, with the growth 
of the academy, the normal class of 12-15 stu-
dents skyrocketed to 24. 

“I’m really excited for the possibilities with 
a big journalism class,” said Amy, senior. “It’s 
crazy going to home games and seeing so 
many more students taking photos as op-
posed to the same few I would normally see.” 

The journalism staff works to keep FBT 
students and staff updated each month and 
to document the events of the academy. With  
a monthly or bi-monthly newspaper on cur-
rent events in the school, the staff reports on 
events with interviews and photography.

The journalism class is also responsible for 
designing the school yearbook at the end of 
the year. FBTA has been printing yearbooks 
since 1979! 

As a student-run newspaper, the Patriot 
Press allows students to be leaders in the class 
and let them practice their God-given talents. 
Each year a newspaper editor, a yearbook ed-
itor, and a photography editor is chosen to 
oversee parts of the class. 

The photography editor is junior Eliza-
beth. Elizabeth’s contagious enthusiasm for 
journalism and photography allows her to be 
responsible for sorting the photos and mak-
ing sure events are covered. She also helps to 
teach new students how to use the school’s 

DSL camera, a Canon Rebel T6.
“I got a chance to take photos at the soc-

cer and volleyball games using a professional 
camera, which was really exciting for me,” said 
Anna, junior. “Hopefully, I can learn to better 
use it to capture great photos for the year-
book.”

The newspaper editor is senior Twila. De-
spite last year being Twila’s first in journalism, 
her writing skills proved strong enough to 
land her the top editor spot her senior year.

“Our journalism class this year is quite 
large and has grown a lot from last year,” said 
Twila. “I’m excited for what we have planned.”

The yearbook editor is senior Amy. Amy 
started working on the yearbook team as 
a freshman and has been on the journalism 
staff all four years of high school.

“I’m really excited for being yearbook ed-
itor this year!” she said. “The yearbook editor 
typically oversees all the yearbook pages, the 
cover, color schemes, and photos that are put 
into the yearbook. There’s so much that goes 
into the making of a good book that covers 
the whole year. I’m really happy I’ll be able 
to work alongside of Mrs. Dyck in making an 
amazing one.”

The class advisor is Mrs. Deanna Dyck. She 
has been teaching the yearbook/journalism 
class for 15 years and works hard to coordi-
nate our classes and provide the materials we 
need to learn. 
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Newfound talent
New soccer players have big roles to fill
by Jaeyun, freshman

The FBTA soccer team is as strong as ever, 
but after the seniors graduated, the team 

had lost some key talent. How are they re-
covering from lost talent and are they still as 
dominant as last year? 

“The seniors helped with the overall team 
spirit and the penalty kicks against Heritage 
in the finals. But I think the remaining players 
stepped up perfectly, and the new players fit 
nicely into the roles of the team,” said Colin, 
soccer captain. “The seniors brought a very 
competitive atmosphere, and I think the main 
thing that changed wasn’t the skill of the 

team, but the atmosphere of wanting to win 
and being competitive.”

Looking at the fact that the team is unde-
feated also shows that they have a lot of new 
talent. Several students from 8th grade have 
stepped up from JV and become varsity play-
ers this year, and the pressure is on them to 
perform to the standards of a varsity player. 

“I think varsity is much harder because in 
JV I played against a lot of inexperienced play-
ers. But now that I am in varsity, I am compet-
ing with a lot more experienced players,” said 
Daniel, 8th grade. 

Quotes of encouragement
Students inspired by the encouragement board
by Maia, sophomore

Students and teachers have phrases and fa-
vorite quotes that motivate them to keep 

performing well in school, work, and overall 
life in general. Inspiration can come from 
many different sources, and memorizing a 
favorite quote is one way to keep it in mind. 

Liddy, junior, shared her favorite verse 
from Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good.”

“Also, I think that we as Christians need to 
find the joy of Christ for a cheerful counte-
nance,” she said. 

“I have many quotes running through 
my mind at different times,” said Mrs. Dyck, 
journalism teacher. “My favorite Bible verse is 
‘Casting all your care on Him, for He careth for 
you.’ Knowing that God cares about you even 
when you don’t feel it from anyone else is very 
encouraging.” 

“Of course,” she continued, “I have ridicu-
lous quotes in my mind as well, like, ‘No matter 
where you go, there you are,’ so which one I’m 
thinking about just depends on what mood 
I’m in.” 

Mrs. McCleese mentioned one she likes 
by Zig Ziglar: “If you are not willing to learn, 
no one can help you. If you are determined to 

learn, no one can stop you.”
At FBTA we have a bulletin board full of 

motivating, helpful, and silly post it notes, and 
these quotes help us as a school to keep an 
eye on each other and to try to be encourag-
ing. 

Mr. Niggl, FBTA’s science teacher, said one 
of his favorite quotes was from Albert Einstein: 
“Insanity is doing the same thing over and 
over again and expecting different results,“ 
an interesting quote coming from the science 
teacher who would know these things. 

As we can see, quotes can be encourag-
ing, make us laugh, and help us live a more 
productive and proactive life!

Student Council is back
Meet the group of students who represent you
by Karol, sophomore

Student council, a group of FBTA students 
who daily choose to represent you, and 

whom students have elected, has made it 
easier for students and faculty to communi-
cate with each other.

“The overall goals [of student council] are 
to keep communication easy between faculty 
and students, as well as promote school spirit 
and union,” said Liddy, junior class represen-
tative. 

Meeting every Tuesday in the library 
during (high school) lunch, the student coun-
cil opens in prayer and discusses upcoming 
plans for the school to be able to update 
students on future events. They talk through 
scheduling concerns, decisions of the school, 
and recommendations or ideas from students 
that they would like to share. They consid-
er which ideas are actually a possibility and 
which ones they may need to explore further. 

Not only that, student council also focuses 
on promoting school spirit and positivity with 
every FBTA student.

“We usually focus on student morale, 
communication, and make sure everyone is 
updated on everything that’s to come,” said 
Twila, senior class representative.

Student council is focusing on events 
such as the Patriot Pace, the school play, state 
tournament, and ODACS. 

“Student council is a group of individuals 
who represent the student body and help 
them communicate with school staff, and 
teachers,” said Amy, student body represen-
tative. “I believe that the biggest way student 
council is helping is by giving the administra-
tion student input on what they may or may 
not like. Student council is nice because the 
staff is able to hear on student’s concerns and 
opinions on what’s going on in the school.”

Student council also focuses on spiritual 
concerns. Being able to create a stimulating 
spiritual environment for the school is of ut-
most importance to them.

Our Student Council and Class Represen-
tatives for 2021-2022 are:

Student Body Officers
Casey, Student Body Rep
Amy, Student Body Rep
Lizzy, Secretary
Gabrielle, Special Events Coordinator

Class Representatives
Twila, 12th grade
Liddy, 11th grade
Ian, 10th grade
Ben, 9th grade
Alaina, 8th grade
Leah, 7th grade

Student council meets 
every Tuesday at lunch. 

After taking a moment to shoot their group  
photo, JV soccer players run off the field 

to start their next game. 

Father/Son  JV 
Soccer Scrimmage
Coach Doug planned a father/son scrim-

mage for the JV Soccer team on Oct. 25. 
The practice lasted about 15 minutes before 
the clouds opened and rained out the scrim-
mage. But it was enjoyable enough that there 
are plans to make it an annual event. 

The rained out teams enjoyed the short practice 
enough to take a group photo afterward. 

Going the extra mile 
Bible quiz team travels to KY to compete

The FBTA Bible quiz team traveled to Pleas-
ant View Baptist Church in McQuady, Ky., 

to compete in the Kentuckiana Invitation-
al Quiz (KIQ) on Oct. 29-30. Coach Shelley 
Schimkus and Mrs. Ami Billman, parent, drove 
the five students to the competition. 

“They were able to quiz 8 times on Satur-
day, and there were 9 teams,” said Mrs. Billman. 
“We lasted longer than two years ago. The stu-
dents did a great job!”

The team participates in this early com-
petition to help prepare them for the ODACS 
competition in early March. 

Sophomores Aislinn and Carol, and fresh-
men Isaiah, Ben and Marcela, were all able to 
answer questions. Aislinn and Isaiah made it 
to the top 15 board, and Isaiah quizzed out, 
answering six questions in one quiz. 

Bible quizzers prepare to jump as 
the question is read.
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New faces
FBTA student body  
welcomes new students
by Emily, sophomore  

Each year, FBTA has the privilege of welcom-
ing new students into the student body. 
Many times, it can be hard to adjust to a 

new school, but at FBTA, students can feel 
more connected and can create a better at-
mosphere with the limited number of stu-
dents.

Anna is the only new junior this year.
“Compared to my old school, this school 

is definitely smaller, but it’s a great opportu-
nity to get to know more people better and 
feel more connected with the student body,” 
said Anna. “I also enjoy the classes, especially 
anatomy and AP European history, and I en-
joy lunch because I can connect best when 
talking with other people.” 

When new students come to FBTA, the 
student body should always make them feel 
welcome, since it is hard for students to adjust 
to a new school sometimes.

Elliott is a new freshman.  

“Since this school is a tight community, it 
was actually easy to adapt, and I was able to 
meet a lot of great people,” said Elliott. “I defi-
nitely connect best with talking to other stu-
dents at lunch and classes. With smaller class-
es, the teachers can get to know you better, 
and you receive a more personal education.”

“With this school being small, it’s actually 
nice because there are not a lot of students, 
and everyone knows each other so it’s easy to 
get along with other people,” said Sherlyn, a 
new sophomore.

In the elementary and preschool classes, 
students are able to interact with each other 
more during class time, review games, spell-
ing and math drills, recess, and lunch. 

At this school, almost everyone knows 
each other, and with its small size, it’s a great 
opportunity to get to know people better and 
create more relationships. As a student body, 
it is our privilege each year to make every stu-
dent, new or old, feel welcome every day.                 

New staff blast                                                                                
New staff at FBTA
by Cayli, junior 

As this year began, students noticed how 
much the academy has expanded with 

new students and new staff. The staff has 
brought new personalities which contribute 
to the loving atmosphere of FBTA. 

“I have mainly lived in a village in Alaska 
the majority of my life,” said Ms. Ragsdale, new 
science lab assistant “This has given me the 
opportunity to try so many different activities 
and hobbies. These involve running mara-
thons and cross-country backpacking, and I 
have even been to 32 different countries.”

With the variety of different backgrounds, 
each staff member brings unique personali-
ties to our school. 

“I love doing anything outdoors, and 
playing the piano or violin as well,” said Ms. 
Christenson, school nurse. “I love being a 
nurse, and I was able to apply these skills 
throughout camps, the neonatal ICU, and 
now at FBT.”

The way the students treat each other 
and their teachers plays a key role in bringing 
our school together.  

Mrs. Haidy Amin, Miss Jenna Miller, and 
Mrs. Courtney Cooper have also joined our 
staff as new teacher’s aides this year. 

Mrs. Cooper’s husband, Steve, joined the 
maintenance staff working with Mr. Steve 
Spatz. 

“I love the community-like atmosphere 
here, and it has been such a blessing to me,” 
said Ms. Ragsdale.

“I love being able to develop relation-
ships with the staff and students all ages,” said 
Ms. Christenson. “I also enjoy the amount of 
school spirit too!”

FBTA teachers, new and returning staff, 
always strive to bring their best efforts each 
day to help the students enjoy the school 
day and learn to their fullest potential. 

Creepy crawlies of creation
Elementary students inspect insects close up
by Aislinn, sophomore

This September, in accordance with a tra-
dition started nearly five years ago, Mr. 

Thomas Smith visited the 4th and 5th grade 
classes to talk about bugs.

Mr. Smith, who is a part-time entomolo-
gist with the Virginia Department of Natural 
Heritage, has been fascinated by bugs for as 
long as he can remember. He has a passion 
for insects and loves to teach about them.

“I have always been interested in biology,” 
said Mr. Smith. “I even started a mollusk col-
lection at age 4. Now I collect and work with 
insects in my free time for personal interest 
and education.” 

After showing the students numerous va-
rieties of pinned insects, such as painted lady 
butterflies and the Luna moth, he brought 
out live insects like a giant praying mantis, 
presenting information on them and bring-
ing what was written in their science book to 
life. Surprisingly, or maybe not, not one stu-
dent was scared by the insects.

“Fourth graders love insects. Once you 
spark their interest in a subject they only 
want more.” Afterwards the class went out 
looking for bugs. 

“Mr. Smith is an asset to our school. I learn 
something new about bugs each year be-
cause he is always learning something new,” 
said Miss Bowers, 4th grade teacher.

The students enjoyed having an oppor-
tunity to learn how to observe the creepy 
crawlies of God’s creation by an expert.

Mr. Smith’s visit allowed the students to 
get a glimpse into a not-often-thought-of 
career opportunity as well as add some ex-
citement to the week. 

Until next year, bug man. 

Don’t  
forget! 

 
Picture 
retake  

day  
is  

Nov 17

The best fall field trip 
Preschoolers visit Cox Farms Pumpkin Patch 
by Alison, sophomore

With the Thanksgiving season approach-
ing, the K3 and K4 preschoolers visited 

Cox Farms Pumpkin Patch this past Oct. 25. 
Preschoolers all wore their patriot shirts so 
they could stay together. 

“The kids’ favorite part of the field trip 
was riding on the school bus, because they 
always wanted to ride on a school bus,” said 
Mrs. Hwang, K4 teacher. “And on the way, we 
sang many songs.” 

At Cox Farms, the preschoolers went to 
a tractor museum, took hayrides, and played 
on many slides—a big slide, volcano slide, 
firetruck slide, and the kiddie slides and some 
swings.  

“My favorite part at Cox Farms was riding 
the volcano slides and the big slide,” said Ga-
briella, K4.

Preschoolers also fed the animals, and 
the goats came right up to the students and 
ate from their hands. When the preschool-
ers were done with activities, they ate their 

packed lunches near the pigs. 
“It was really fun to feed the small goat,” 

said Elsie, K4. “And I had lunch with pigs. The 
smell was bad, but it was a good time to have 
lunch with pigs.”

“When I was at the pumpkin patch, I stuck 
my finger in the tiny hole where the pigs were, 
and one bit my finger,” said Lucas, K4. “So my 
dad pulled my finger out of the pig’s mouth, 
but it hurt.”

The weather forecast predicted thunder-
storms starting at 10 a.m., but the storms held 
off and the weather was perfect, which was 
God’s work.  

“The field trip was really fun and the lunch 
with my friends was nice,” said Stephan, K4. “I 
want to go there again.”

Everyone picked up their pumpkins to 
take home at the end of the day. 

The preschoolers enjoyed all of the activ-
ities and had a great time at the Cox Farms 
making good memories with their classmates.

Preschoolers enjoy the hayride 
through the fields to pick out 

their pumpkins.

Lemon tasting
Preschool teachers 

made lemonade for their 
class, letting the students 
taste the lemons before 
adding water and sugar. 

The pictures of the 
“lemon looks” on their 
faces were priceless. 

Preschool and Elementary moms got together for a Mom’s Afternoon in the 
Pavilion on Saturday, Oct. 23. They enjoyed getting to know each other 

and making a small craft.  Stay tuned for the next chance to 
meet and greet other moms!


