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Lights, camera, tryouts
Students tryout for the new school play
by Noah B, sophomore

Every other year the FBTA junior and senior 
high puts on a grand play for two nights 

straight—this year on Nov. 6-7. The play is 
about the story of missionary Amy Carmi-
chael. 

Choosing which play to perform happens 
early in the year.

“We prayed about it and thought about 
the characters; it is very current for today’s 
world”, said Mrs. Darby, co-director.

Because the play is such a large produc-
tion, work begins very early on in the school 
year. Tryouts began right away.

“Excited students came early in the morn-
ing,” continued Mrs. Darby. “A few roles are so-
lidified, but there are many still open.”

The play is produced by the Academy of 
Arts, stating, “This inspiring production tells 
the incredible true story of Amy Carmiche-
al, an Irish Missionary, who bravely went to 
India as a single lady. Her courage became 

widely known as she opened a safe house 
for rescuing children from being trafficked in 
the Hindu temples. She served in India for 45 
years without furlough, and her dedication to 
serving God has inspired many Christians to 
become missionaries and to remain steadfast 
in their faith.”

“I wanted to try out for Amy because I 
have a desire to work with kids like she did 
and I really believe in her cause,” said Liddy V, 
junior, who will be playing the main role of 
Amy Carmicheal.

As Liddy and other enthusiastic students 
well know, the ministry and portrayal of 
someone who ministered faithfully is well 
worth the time and energy put into the pro-
duction. 

If you want to be in the play, see Mrs. Dar-
by or Pastor Abbey. Their goal is to incorpo-
rate everyone in 7-12th grade, and there is 
room for all kinds of talent, including stage 
crew, costumes, makeup, and soundboard.

Laboratory lunatics
Science labs open for elementary and secondary
by Zachary T, sophomore

The science department has introduced 
new science labs for students to partici-

pate in. Instead of one lab per month like last 
year, students can do a lab every other week. 

“[We’ve added] a lot more hands-on ac-
tivities, such as dissections, labs with flames, 
and labs that deal with chemical reactions,” 
said Mrs. Ragsdale, science lab teacher. 

So far, students have only been doing in-
troductory labs, such as safety labs and mea-
surement labs. However, these labs will help 
prepare them for future labs which would in-

clude using chemicals to change the color of 
a flame and various dissections.

“[I’m looking forward to] having a more 
hands-on approach rather than just reading 
the text book,” said David, senior. 

“[I’m looking forward to] getting to exper-
iment with different things and trying new 
projects,” said Isaiah, sophomore. “I like the 
new amount of labs because they’re not hard 
to do, but takes work to finish.”

As the year progresses, students will be 
able to dive deeper into the labs, which will 
help them with their knowledge of science.

Students measure baking powders and 
liquids to practice how to handle  

stronger chemicals later on.
photo by Karly, sophomore

Starting on the right note 
Girls sing for AACS National Legislative Conference 

by Aislinn R, sophomore 

By special invitation, the FBTA high school 
girl’s choir sang at the Crown Plaza Hotel 

in Crystal City on Monday, Sept. 13. 
Shortly after the school year began, Mr. 

Van Den Berg received an invitation to bring 
a group to sing at the AACS National Legisla-
tive Conference. Despite the short notice, he 
managed to gather a group of thirteen girls 
from the high school choir to sing an arrange-
ment of “Oh Love that Will Not Let Me Go.”

“I picked the song because, no doubt, 
there were many weary administrators, and 
we wanted to remind them  of God’s unend-
ing love which motivates us to dedicate our 
lives in service to Him,” said Mr. Van Den Berg, 
choir director.  

After many days of practice and missed 
study halls, the girls were able to present their 
music. Those who worked through had the 
reward of bringing glory to God with their 
voices.  

“I was a little nervous because I’d never 
performed like this before, but it turned out 
really fun,” said Karol, sophomore. “I would 
definitely do something similar to this again.” 

The afternoon of the performance began 
with a black shoe fiasco. After realizing some 
of the girls had not received the memo that 
black shoes were the only acceptable ones, a 
mad rush ensued to find the proper shoes in 
time. In the end, shoes were secured, (even if 
they didn’t fit perfectly) and the night saved. 

The highlight of the evening for some of 
the girls was lounging in the Crown Plaza’s 
fancy ladies’ sitting room.

“The sitting room was the perfect setting 
for something like a murder mystery. It was 
very cool,” said Carol, sophomore.

The performance received a high stamp 
of approval: several amens at the end. All 
went smoothly and the conference got start-
ed on the right note.  

Instant updates @fbtaupdates
FBTA’s Instagram has school year events covered

by Amy F, senior

As you mindlessly scroll on Instagram this 
week, pause to check out FBTA’s Insta-

gram account @fbtaupdates. 
Student-run, yet still partnered with FBTA, 

the account provides students with reminders 
of important events, insights and behind the 
scenes on games, and shout-outs to students 
of the school. With most middle and high 
schoolers using social media, the updates are 
geared toward the lower and upperclassmen, 
as well as parents of these students.

Taking a quick glance at the social media 
page, @fbtaupdates posts a “weekly sched-
ule” of the week’s events, typically involving 
games and practices. They highlight stories 
of game day results, posting pictures of vol-
leyball girls and soccer boys warming up. Jr. 
and sr. high students get shout-outs on their 
birthday with a story post which they are also 
tagged in. If a student posts a story of an FBTA 
event and tags them, @fbtaupdates may fea-
ture them on their story. 

Meron, 8th grade, was featured on the In-
stagram page. 

“Getting a birthday shout out was a pretty 
cool highlight of my day,” said Meron.

Besides what’s seen from the surface, the 
“secret Instagram account managers” provide 
insight on what students will hopefully see in 
the future. 

“We plan to provide fun quizzes for the 
students on the account, and maybe in the 
future, some polls as well. We’re looking to 
give updates for the students and get them 
involved with the account,” said a spokesper-
son from @fbtaupdates.

Encouraging Instagram users to DM the 
account with any suggestions, they hope to 

provide an awesome social media account 
for the 2021-2022 school year. So far, it seems 
students have responded to the account 
positively.

 “I love how quick and easy it is to find out 
about school games, events, updates, and 
even birthdays on the account,” said Carol, 
sophomore.

Give @fbtaupdates a follow if you haven’t 
already. Don’t forget to check out and inter-
act with all of their posts and stories—you 
may be featured!
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New year, new pictures
Seniors take yearbook pictures for the last time
by Alison, sophomore

At the beginning of the school year on Aug. 
25, students took their new yearbook 

pictures. Each grade from preschool to high 
school gathered in the auditorium and lined 
up one-by-one to have their picture taken. 

Two days later, the seniors had a special 
photo session just for them. After 2nd period, 
seniors donned black drapes and fake tuxedo 
fronts to make their senior photos look formal 
for the yearbook. 

“My favorite part of the Senior Picture Day 
was making Kendra’s picture look good,” said 
Twila, senior. “I fixed her hair and made sure 
her drape and necklace were straight.” 

“The days that seniors take their portraits 
will be memorable days for all of them, and 

the pictures will last forever,” said Mrs. Darby, 
project and picture coordinator. 

Another milestone for the seniors is de-
signing the senior shirt. Although deciding on 
the color and design can be a long process 
and bringing all of those opinions together is 
challenging, the seniors are excited to create 
a unique shirt.

Eventually, the seniors decided on a shirt 
and recently placed the order. When the shirts 
arrive, they are already planning for their 
group photoshoot outside. 

“The senior shirt looks so good, and I’m ex-
cited to get it,” said Twila, senior. “I can’t wait for 
people to see it!”

But details on the senior shirt are a sur-
prise, so everyone else will have to wait to see. 

Teacher trips and travels
Faculty and staff stay busy during the summer
by Elizabeth, junior

Teachers often only come to mind only in 
relation to school; crazy enough, though, 

they have outside lives just like students. Prior 
to Aug. 18, the FBTA faculty traveled all over 
the country to make memories with friends 
and family. 

“We spent a week in South Carolina visit-
ing family, made several trips to the Eastern 
Shore (Assateague Island), and went camp-
ing/hiking several times in Shenandoah Na-
tional Park,” said Mr. Armstrong, history teach-
er. “I also spent the summer laying low around 
our house by doing some historical research, 
installing a deck in my backyard, and playing 
fetch with our pup, George. I also picked up 
some more hours at the school to get ready 
for the year. Things like ordering textbooks, 
getting our AP classes approved, ODACS and 
Patriot Pace prep, and meeting with students/
parents to set up class schedules.”

FBTA teachers enjoy going to new places,  
as well as their traditional location favorites.

“Each summer I find myself in a place I call, 
‘a little piece of heaven on earth,’ Kelly Lake, 
Suring, Wisconsin,” said Mrs. Darby, project co-
ordinator and speech teacher. “Each year my 
husband purchases new, one-of-a-kind water 
toys for the grandchildren. Paddle boats, water 
skiing, floats, water trampoline, water walking 
shoes, etc. While we are at the lake, we enjoy 
food, playing outside games, swimming, time 
for relaxing reading, and lots of family time. 
This year we even had Audrey’s dog, Mocha, 
which gave us another adventure.  At the end 
of the trip, we are already looking forward 
to the next time we can come to Kelly Lake, 
which is never soon enough.” 

Some teachers instead fill up their sum-
mer with jobs or school of their own.

“I went to the Wilds Christian Camp this 
summer to work,” said Coach Doug, athletic 

director. “My job was maintenance, and I met 
some really cool people along the way—and 
if you have never been there you should go! 
I also grew closer to the Lord this summer 
learning more of how God is the giver of 
good things (such as people in our lives), and 
he gave me some great new friends and one 
particular person as well.”

Another way to make things memorable 
is adrenaline laced excitement. Kids are ex-
citing, but rollercoasters definitely take the 
cake! Youth group trips are for anyone; as if 
that were magical news. Being that the case, 
adults enjoy good times as well.

“It was an insanely crazy, busy summer, but 
everywhere we went was  amazing!” said Mrs. 
Marlie Spatz, administrative assistant. “With 
the teens at camp at the Wilds, we ziplined, 
hiked to 4th falls, and almost died while white 
water rafting. On a quick trip to Florida, we 
spent a lot of time at my favorite beach. The 
missions trip to Alaska was unbelievable! We 
hiked to a glacier, went on a boat tour, saw 
moose, bears, bald eagles, killer whales, sea 
otters, mountain goats, and saw a giant Hal-
ibut. Helping at the church and meeting the 
people there was life changing. In Williams-
burg, we went to Busch Gardens and basically 
spent the entire day riding roller coasters. It 
was so busy, which made the summer fly by, 
but I would do it all again in a heartbeat.”

It’s interesting to see how teachers spend 
their summer months, often reconnecting 
with family and serving the Lord. Students 
can take inspiration for their own summers 
next year. 

Mrs. Page, Mrs. Marlie, Miss Ascher, and Mrs. Tripp 
visit with friends from FBTA on the 

missions trip to Alaska. 

FBTA and Wilds staff risking their lives,
dangerously whitewater rafting.

Couch Doug and Ms. Anna pose in front 
of the Wilds sign.

Mr. Armstrong and his family 
at Shenandoah National Park. 

Prepared to defend, ready to defeat
New volleyball and soccer seasons are underway
by Twila Smith, senior

With a new school year beginning, stu-
dents have the opportunity to represent 

our school through our soccer and volleyball 
teams. After coming off of an incredibly suc-
cessful season last year winning the North Re-
gion Championships, these teams are looking 
forward to continuing their legacy. 

One of the key components of a success-
ful team is the coaches and assistants who 
help lead and teach the athletes how to be 
successful both on and off the field. Mr. Jay 
Bradford coaches varsity boys soccer. Coach 
Doug Smith is the athletic director as well as  
the JV soccer coach; he also assists Mr. Brad-
ford with the varsity team. Coach Kim Probus 
coaches the girls volleyball team, and Coach 
Cassie Tripp returns for her second year as the 
girls JV coach.

“This is the youngest team we’ve had in 
a while, and we’re seeing the younger kids 
grow because they are being forced to play at 
a varsity level,” said Coach Doug.

The teams started practicing weeks be-
fore school began where the athletes got 
their first look at what this season is going to 
look like and how they could individually con-
tribute to it.

In August, the volleyball team competed 
with alumni in the annual matchup; however, 

the boys’ soccer alumni game was canceled 
due to rain. Both the JV and varsity volleyball 
teams also got the opportunity to play a casu-
al scrimmage against their very own parents. 

“The scrimmage against the parents was 
a really fun way to spend time with them and 
get some practice in,” said Carol Fahmy, soph-
omore. 

The teams have already gotten off to a 
strong start as all 4 teams won their opening 
games. The JV and varsity girls beat Fresta 
Valley, the varsity boys beat Faith, and the JV 
boys beat Valley.

 The biggest game against our rivals, Her-
itage Christian School, was also very success-
ful. The boys soccer team won 2-0, giving 
them their second shutout this season; the 
girls’ volleyball team put up a good fight, but 
lost in 4 sets; the JV girls played an incredible 
game and won in 2 sets; and the JV boys fin-
ished in a strong tie, 2-2.

“This season is definitely going well so 
far,” said Casey Inge, soccer captain. “It is great 
to see the newer members stepping up and 
playing well, and I think it is going to be a 
great season.”  

Though the road ahead is always chal-
lenging, the teams are hard at work in their at-
tempt to have another successful season. So 
come out and support your Fairfax Patriots! 

Caption This   Got some great meme text to go 
with this soon-to-be-viral photo? Send in your best 
caption to Yearbook@FBTministries.org.

The soccer and volleyball teams are starting out 
with a winning season. 


