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Improvise, adapt, overcome
Senior trip postponed, but seniors get week off

Reopening northern VA

by Caleb, junior

The senior class usually goes on a once-
in-a-lifetime senior trip for one week 

to NY and the Wilds, but due to Covid-19, 
the trip got postponed. However, this change 
wasn’t going to make the week a complete 
bust. Through the power of a Zoom meet-
ing, Mr. Bradford told the senior class that 
they could take a week off of school from 
Apr. 27 to May 1.

The seniors were happy since they would 
be free from the week’s school workload, but 
going to places and being productive would 
be a challenge. Impressively, the seniors were 
able to be productive, and get ahead on im-
portant opportunities ahead of them.

“I read a lot and tried to get stuff in order 
for college,” said Jordan, senior.

In other cases, some of seniors took ad-

vantage of the great outdoors and got to 
stretch their legs.

“I went hiking a bunch,” said Jameson, 
senior. “I went to Manassas Battlefield and 
then out to the skyline.” 

With face-to-face interaction options,  
the seniors were able to use group calls like 
FaceTime and Zoom to interact with each 
other and encourage one to another from far 
distances.

“We have a weekly Zoom call with all the 
seniors, [and] I also FaceTime some of them 
separately and all that” said Andrea, senior.

Like the familiar quote, “When life gets 
you down, improvise as if crawling was part 
of the choreography,” in times like these, we 
can always improvise, be creative, and cher-
ish the opportunities that we have.   

  

by Ella, sophomore

Virginia, still on lockdown, is waiting for 
Governor Ralph Northam to reopen the 

whole state so everyone can get back to work. 
Northam had originally planned to re-

open all of Virginia on May 15, but due to 
an elevated amount of cases in northern Vir-
ginia, the date has been postponed. Though 
northern Virginia still remains closed, parts 
of Virginia have partially reopened. 

The new date established for northern 
Virginia is May 29, although, this date could 
change depending on how many more peo-
ple are affected by COVID-19. 

The reopening of the state will happen 
in phases. Large gatherings such as beaches, 
concert venues and other large public areas 

will remain closed. Some retail businesses 
will reopen but with very limited capacity. 
Businesses offering services, such as hair sa-
lons and nail salons will reopen at 50 percent 
capacity and by appointment only.

School is out for summer!
The days leading up to summer break
by Ava, junior

May 21 was the last day of online class-
es for FBTA. Building up to summer 

break, the last week of school was filled with 
final projects, exams, and assignments. Stu-
dents finally completed their first-ever dis-
tance learning experience!

Most teachers gave out tests that were 
based on the student’s abilities to compre-
hend the material taught. For some students 
the last week was stressful, and for others it 
was a breeze. Even though there was a large 
load on some of the students, the payoff after 
completing everything was the best feeling. 

“It was really exciting to do the last cou-
ple of assignments, complete the final exams, 
and finish the school year,” said Ashley, ju-
nior.

“There were a lot of loose ends to tie up, 
but it was a huge relief to get everything 
done,” said Ethan, junior.

The last week for the seniors was an al-
most stress-free week. As a last minute deci-
sion, they were exempted from most of their  
final exams.

On the last day of school, the seniors had 
their final senior activity before graduation. 
They came to the school in two groups to 

take their cap and gown pictures. The seniors 
are now looking forward to their graduation 
and summer break before starting college. 

“The seniors got exams canceled!” said 
Haston, senior. “That was a huge blessing, 
and we had a senior cap and gown quaran-
tine photoshoot. It was nice to see some of 
my friends again, since it had been so long 
and kinda an abrupt end to the year. I am 
just happy to finally be graduating and living 
every day to the fullest.” 

The physics class also met at the school 
for their last and final class to demonstrate 
their catapults. While at home, they made 
catapults out of popsicle sticks, hot glue, and 
rubber bands. Mrs. Page gave them supplies, 
and the students got creative with their artis-
tic abilities. The class held a competition to 
see which catapult went the farthest distance. 

The last few days of classes were stressful 
for some students, but the wait for summer 
break is finally done. Students can now enjoy 
their summer break and also look forward to 
graduation, the awards ceremony, and the 
yearbook dedication ceremony. 

The Patriot Press hopes that every student 
and family has a safe and fun summer!

The physics class met at the end of the year to demonstrate their catapults.

Seniors meet at the school for “social distancing” graduation photos. 

Let them eat cake!
Senior Spring Banquet rescheduled for July  
by Alexandra, freshman

The senior teen banquet was canceled 
in the midst of the Covid-19 statewide 

shutdown and stay-at-home orders which 
began in March. However, this Friday, May 
29, northern Virginia will have a Phase 1 
Reopening, and Phase 2 is just around the 
corner. By July northern Virginia should be 
in a Phase 3 re-opening, making it possible 
to have the senior spring banquet in summer.

“We hope to make the banquet a spe-
cial event to celebrate the class of 2020, de-
spite the disappointments associated with 
Covid-19,” said Bro. Spatz, youth pastor. 

The plan is to have the banquet on a Fri-
day evening in July, with the date still to be 
determined, depending on where Virginia is 
at that time in the re-opening process.

“We have discussed having the banquet 
on church property since things are still up 
in the air as far as a restaurant venue and the 
state of Virginia’s social distancing guide-
lines,” said Mrs. Spatz, who has been helping 
plan the logistics of the senior teen banquet.

Traditionally, the senior banquet is only 
for seniors, juniors, and sophomores. At the 
time the banquet is held, current freshmen 
will be sophomores. 

“As rising sophomores, we should be al-
lowed to attend, regardless of an invitation 
from an upperclassman,” said Jianna, hope-
fully. “Besides, our freshmen year has suffered 
enough—this is one small thing that could 
be done to lessen the suffering.”

“The banquet is for current 10-12th grad-
ers,” said Bro. Spatz, casting doubt on wheth-
er rising sophomores will be able to attend.

One thing is certain: a rescheduling is su-
perior to a cancellation, whomever attends; 
and wherever the senior summer banquet is 
held, students will be happy to regain one 
event that they thought was lost. Seniors par-
ticularly, who have lost both senior trips, and 
all other students, who have spent the last 
quarter of the year online and separated from 
their classmates, would love an event like this 
to be together and celebrate the end of the 
academic year or high school. Let them eat 
cake!
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Summer fun

Power outage outings
by Elizabeth, freshman

Roughly a week ago in Newington Forest 
residents experienced a power outage 

that extended almost four hours. As both 
parents and students around the world have 
been at home during quarantine this drasti-
cally affects the “average” day. 

“It was very boring, and I just played 
games,” said David, freshman. “It was 
annoying when the wifi went out since I 

couldn’t finish downloading a game like ten 
minutes from finishing.” 

“It was difficult to turn in my final exam 
and it [the power outage] went out the morn-
ing my English exam was due,” said a family 
friend who is a college sophomore.  

“When I was in the kitchen, and I was 
getting food, and the power went out!” said 
Christian, K3. “I thinked it was broken, then 
it came on again, and I wasn’t scared after. 
So yeah, the ‘wectricity’ is not off anymore.”

While Coronacation is extremely incon-
venient, after the outage, productivity soared 
trying to meet the days deadline’s  with mul-
tiple hours fewer to work with. Many peo-
ple were taking walks in the neighborhood. 
Getting fresh air and relaxing was uplifting 
during the outage and the current pandemic. 

by Andrew, junior 

It is more than safe to say that people are 
more excited for summer than usual. This 

will one of the most unique summers we will 
ever have. 

Due to the coronavirus, things have been 
closed, but hopefully things will open back 
up before summer gets into full swing. Peo-
ple will have a greater appreciation for things 
once everything is up and running. 

Summer will start for students early on 
May 21 instead of May 31 due to online 
classes being completed a week earlier than 
normal. 

There is always that one special thing 
people look forward to during summer, but 
or course, it ranges from person to person. 

“I’m really looking forward to going pad-
dle boarding and making trips to the beach,” 
said Carson, junior. 

Others are thinking about trips around 
the world. 

“I think we might be taking a vacation 
to Egypt; hopefully the Coronavirus doesn’t 
cancel it,” said David H, freshman. 

A classic summer destination for many is 
the beach and is seen by many as the ultimate 
summer location. 

“The thing that I’m looking forward to 
the most is going and hanging out on the 
beach all day,” said Justin, graduating senior. 

The best of luck to all who are traveling 
and going places for summer. Try to do as 
much as you can in summer, have fun, and 
relax; you’ve earned it!

Finals week 
Students finish final 
exams from home 
by Kiersten, junior 

Students at FBTA endured their final week 
of online learning on May 18 through 

May 21, with a week full of final exams, pa-
pers, and projects for many students. There 
were certain exams scheduled for each day, 
but several teachers opted to have their stu-
dents write a final paper or do a project as 
their final exam. 

“Finals week was the probably the hard-
est week out of the online experience!” said 
Savannah, junior. “My hardest exam was En-
glish. I studied for so long, and in the end it 
paid off. I’m so glad it’s over!”

Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Briggs chose 
to have their students write essays for their 
final grade, rather than taking a traditional 
exam. Mrs. Page had her physics class make 
catapults, and the computer coding class had 
to do a project for their final. Mr. Niggl had 
his classes take a normal test, but allowed the 
chemistry class to use their books for help. 

“It was really stressful because we had 
three papers due, but I’m glad to be done,” 
said Carson, junior. 

Aside from a research paper for Mr. 
Brigg’s English class, the senior class was 
exempt from all finals. This relieved a lot of 
stress for them and allowed them to relax 
during their last week of online high school. 

“I only did English and it really took a 
weight off my shoulders. I’m so glad we 
didn’t have to take finals and got to finish 
school early before everyone else,” said An-
drea, senior. 

Finals week online was definitely a dif-
ferent experience than most students were 
used to, but overall the week was successful 
and students can now relax and enjoy their 
summer!

Moving on
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

Miss DeKeyser, FBTA’s administrative 
assistant, will be leaving us this sum-

mer for a more exciting life. She will be mov-
ing to southeast Missouri on July 24 to be-
gin planning her wedding and her future life 
with her fiancé. 

Miss DeKeyser met her fiancé at the Bill 
Rice Ranch two summers ago when they 
were both on staff. He was able to visit last 
August to meet her parents, and they were 
engaged this past Easter. 

The staff and students of FBTA will miss 
her greatly! She has been so helpful in the 
office to keep the place running smoothly. 

“I have enjoyed my time here at FBTA,” 
said Miss DeKeyser. “I am thankful for the 
experiences, and I have definitely learned a 
lot about dealing with people and showing 
compassion even if I don’t think it is nec-
essary. I know the Lord will use the skills I 
have learned for the ministry later.

“I have mixed feelings about leaving. I 
am looking forward to being married and 
living in the country again; however, I will 
miss the people I have been able to work 
with and the friends I have made.”

Their wedding is planned for Sept. 4, 
2020. 

Appreciating  
from a distance
Teacher Appreciation Week
by Amy, sophomore 

The week of May 4-8 marked this year’s 
Teacher Appreciation Week, a unique 

experience for both employees and students. 
Teacher Appreciation Week is an annual 

event every first week of May used to honor 
and applaud the work teachers of today do. 
With simple gifts or a word of thanks, stu-
dents go to teachers spreading gratitude for 
the time they have given making an impact 
on each student’s lives. Although schools 
have been shut down and students quaran-
tined, we can still appreciate from a distance. 

“Coming to school in 8th grade, I felt 
very welcomed by all the teachers,” said Da-
vid, freshman. “Mr. Niggl, Mr. Armstrong, 
and Mrs. Page specifically have influenced 
me not only as teachers, but also as mentors.” 

The impact teachers have on students can 
affect their overall life and mindset; never-

theless, students have given positive feedback 
on the impression FBTA’s teachers have giv-
en. 

“While students have had to adjust to 
distance learning, so have the teachers,” said 
Kylen, sophomore. “Thank you to all the 
teachers for the hard work you put into our 
daily lessons plans.”

Social distancing has altered our daily 
lives; however, we can still acknowledge and 
positively respond to our FBTA teachers for 
their dedication during this tough time. 

“I am very thankful that all the teachers 
have taken their time to make videos to teach 
us and plan Zoom calls, especially since that 
takes a lot of work,” said Carol, 8th grade. 

Although circumstances may not be ide-
al, it is encouraged to reach out even after 
this national week to appreciate our teachers!

 

photo by Caleb, junior
Juniors keep up with each other with Zoom calls. 

Engagement news
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

Our very own Mr. Briggs and Miss Wen-
dall were engaged this past February, 

and will be celebrating their big day on Aug. 
1, 2020, at Valley Forge Baptist Temple, in 
Collegeville, PA. 

They met while working together here at 
FBTA, and became best friends soon after.

We all look forward to what the Lord has 
planned for them in the future! 

Sports awards over camera
by Peter, junior

On May 19, the Athletic Awards Program 
was live-streamed in the FBTA audito-

rium. What made this a unique experience 
was that no one was present to receive their 
awards. 

  “I thought the sports banquet went 
great! It was really cool that we could still 
have it online,” said Haston, senior. 

One of the major things that has hap-
pened in sports this year was when the guy’s 
soccer team won the state championship. 

“It was exciting seeing the video clip of 
the soccer tournament, and it brought back a 
lot of memories from the season,” said Justin, 
senior.

“I liked how each coach was able to share 
and give a personal statement on how the 
year went for their specific sport,” said An-
drew, junior.

During the sports awards, the coaches 
from the JV girls volleyball team to the Var-
sity guys soccer team presented the awards so 
that it seemed like a normal event. 


