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A senior farewell to the 
Christmas concerts
The senior class celebrates their final concert 

3 French hens, 2 turtle doves, 1 awesome performance 

Elementary concert 
by Ava J, senior

On Dec. 4, the elementary students 
began the Christmas season by sing-

ing Christmas carols and songs, serenading 
friends and family, in the auditorium and 

over live-stream. During the performance, a 
special group of students also played hand-
bells, while the rest of the elementary choir 
sang.   

Academy Play
It’s finally here! 
by Liza F, senior 

FBTA is getting ready to host their junior 
and senior high school play on Jan. 11 

and 12. The play will narrate the story of Jo-
seph. 

Play practices will begin the day students 
return to school in January up to the actual 
performance. Students are both excited and 
nervous, but is a great opportunity to bring 
such an impactful biblical story to life.  

A most supreme visit 
5th/6th grades travel to D.C.
by Jayden L, junior

Miss Lawlor and Miss Koechig took 
their 5th and 6th grade classes on a 

field trip to DC, touring the Supreme Court 
Justice Department and the Library of Con-
gress on Nov. 13. 

Not only were the classes able to get a day 
off from school, but they were able to get a 
first-hand view of their American History 
and Government classes. 

Kindergarten students enjoy bring-your-realistic-animal-to-school day for science class! 
They talked about each animal, where they live, and what they like to eat.

by Andrea B, senior.

On Dec. 10, the junior and senior high 
choirs held their annual Christmas 

concert with director Dr. Michael Baldwin. 
The senior class met up at the Christmas tree 

and took their last group picture of 2019. 
The instrumental concert is tonight, Dec. 
19, at 7:00 p.m. You won’t want to miss the 
orchestra and handbells as they help us cele-
brate the Christmas season. 

Daniel P, senior, poses with his Ruben costume.
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Taking a trip back in time 
2nd/3rd grades visit Maryland Science Center
by Jordan P, senior 

Miss Bowers and Miss Wendal took the 2nd and 3rd grade classes to the Maryland Sci-
ence Center on Dec. 5. Ethan Cox and Aiden Varricchione, 2nd graders, enjoy the 

fossil exhibit during their field trip. 

photo by Mrs. Cindy Varricchione, FBTA mom

Thankful for 
ice skating
by Ella S, sophomore

Students enjoyed the long Thanksgiving 
weekend by getting together with friends 

on their extra days off. Twila S, Amy F, and 
Ella S, sophomores, met for an afternoon of 
ice skating at the Fairfax Ice Arena. 

Patent pending field trip
by Andrew C, junior

On Nov. 12, the junior and senior 
economics classes visited the Feder-

al Bureau of Engraving and the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame and Museum in 
the United States Patent and Trademark 
campus in Alexandria, VA. This gave the 
students an opportunity to discover inven-

tions created by Americans throughout time 
and show the talent and genius shown by peo-
ple in America.

Daniel P and Josh B, seniors, took a ride in 
a car that merged Ford Mustang models from 
1965 and 2015, while some of the juniors and 
seniors in the back checked out the rest of the 
Intellectual Property Power exhibit. 

A December to remember
by Amy F, sophomore

On Friday, Dec. 13, the FBT party at-
tendees enjoyed food, laughter, and 

fellowship after caroling to faithful members 

of FBT. 
Josh B, senior, and Ethan C, junior, com-

pete in a game of Christmas Charades.

A very merry Christmas party 
by Haston H, senior 

The junior and senior high students pre-
pare earnestly for their class Christmas 

parties on the last day of school. Each class 
chooses a theme for their party, decorates and 
wears costumes to go along with the theme, 
as well as prepares food for the judges.  

7th grade: The 7th grade decorates their 
portion of the gym as a fairground setting.

8th grade: Puts a unique twist on the 

Christmas party with their fast food theme.
9th grade: Get ready for a exhilarating 

mystery, as 9th grade hosts a Scooby Doo 
theme.

10th grade: BANG! POP! The 10th grade 
class goes all out for their Wild West Theme.

11th grade: the 11th grade hits a home 
run with their Nationals theme.

12th grade: The 12th grade celebrates a 
new year in the roaring 20s. 

K4 celebrates crazy sock day!
The K4 students love dressing up, and Mrs. Bradford makes class fun, even with some-

thing simple like colorful silly socks.

This was one of our most challenging issues ever! With so many 
events happening in November and December, and less time 
available during the Christmas season, the staff put together a 
photo-caption paper to try to get in as many events as possible. 
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Classes prep for feast
K5 looking forward to performing for parents

A feast worth giving thanks
Elementary celebrates with family and friends

by Alyssa R, senior

The kindergarten students worked tire-
lessly on their decorations and costumes 

for the Thanksgiving production and feast. 
This year, the kindergarten dressed as tur-
keys, the 1st grade dressed as Pilgrims, and 

the 2nd and 3rd grades dressed as Indians. 
All the kindergartners were so excited to 

perform in front of everybody,” said Mrs. 
Probus, K5 teacher. “Of course, I had to take 
pictures of them getting ready.”

by Daniel P, senior

The academy held its annual elementary 
Thanksgiving feast on Friday, Nov. 22. 

The kindergarten through 3rd grade put on 
a performance that involved singing, memo-

rized Bible verses, and poems for their fam-
ilies and friends. After the program, every-
body dined together in the gym and had a 
good time of fun and fellowship.

4th grade parable skits 
Every year, the 4th grade class gets to write 

a short skit about their favorite parable, 
plan costumes, and act out a mini play in 
front of their class. The skits and actions are 

well-planned, and the students put great care 
into each scene and narration. They are grad-
ed on participation and creativity, and it is a 
highlight for all who are involved. 

The K4 class learns how to make lemonade with Mrs. Hwang.

K3 gets an important lesson on fire safety with their teacher, Miss Damm. 

Pumpkin patch field trip

The kindergarten class lines up in the gym to get ready for their performance for parents. 
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Basketball News
Although the boys’ varsity team lost their 

first game 62-43 against Gil Grove, they 
won their next two: 61-41 against Temple, 
and 66-43 against Faith. 

After the holidays, plan a night to come 
and see our teams play! On Jan. 10, all teams 

play Heritage; and on Feb. 3, we play Evan-
gel. Our last home game is against Temple 
on Feb. 21. 

Antiquity vs. adolescence
Staff game against the varsity team in overtime
by Peter V, junior

On Nov. 19, the faculty and coaches 
played the varsity basketball team to 

help the team get ready for the season and 
improve their basketball skills. At the end 
of the game, the score was close. The varsi-

ty team was winning by 3, but then Coach 
Doug swished a 3, and the crowd went wild! 
The game went into overtime, and although 
the varsity team ended up losing, they 
learned some new skills to help them in the 
upcoming season. 

Music, anyone?
ODACS Band and Choir Festival
VAodacs.com

The 2019 ODACS Band and Choir Fes-
tival was hosted by Landmark Christian 

School in Richmond on Nov. 21-22. Mr. 
Eric Woods conducted the symphonic band, 
and the guest director for the Concert Choir 
was Captain Joel DuBois. Mrs. Lois Whit-
lock, Bethel Christian School in Hampton, 
conducted the Concert Band.

American  
Indian History
by Elizabeth T, freshman

In mid October, Mr. Armstrong, history 
teacher, took grades 7th through 10th on 

a field trip to the National Museum of the 
American Indian and the American History 
Museum. 

Happy 294th birthday!
4th grade class celebrates George Mason at 
Gunston Hall, “Home of American Rights”
by Alexandra L, freshman

Mrs. Rodriquez took her 4th grade class on a history field trip to Gunston Hall in Lor-
ton, VA, the home of George Mason, on Dec. 9.

Newseum 
closing doors
Journalism class takes 
entire high school on 
their field trip

The Newseum in downtown Washington, 
D.C., is closing for good on Dec. 31, 

due to financial issues. The Journalism class 
scheduled one final field trip, and included 
the entire high school, to see the exhibits on 
display one final time. 

After a junior and senior class photo on 
the observation deck, students wound their 
way around the displays, including the 9/11 
gallery, inside today’s FBI, sections of the 
Berlin Wall, Pulitzer Prize photographs, and 
the interactive newsroom.  

Although much of news reported today 
is shocking and depressing, we are still fortu-

Haston H, Liza F, and Christian L, seniors, 
practice their news reporting skills 

in the interactive newsroom. 

nate in America to have freedom of the press 
and be able to speak freely. 


