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Mud, fun, and run!
Students from K3-12th gear up for the Patriot Pace
by Alyssa R, junior

On Oct. 16, FBTA held the annual Patri-
ot Pace! It ended up being a sunny day, 

but a muddy field with all the rain from the 
night prior. 

Every year the students collect pledges for 
new equipment, music instruments, useful 
tools, etc. for the school. The entire student 
body goes up to the soccer field to eat lunch 
and cheer each other on as they run, every-
one running twenty laps around to meet 
their required estimate. Jay M, senior, even 
took the opportunity to run in his dinosaur 
costume to have fun with the students. 

“I got to run 21 laps throughout the time 
we were there. I even got to run with the el-

ementary for a while,” said Diego V, sopho-
more.

“The Patriot Pace is always so much fun,” 
said Haston H, junior. “I love being able to 
talk to my friends without getting in trouble 
[since I wasn’t talking during class].”

“It was a fun day especially with adding 
Bro. Spatz’s commentary to Mr. Bradford’s 
commentary,” said Mrs. Page, senior home 
room teacher. “My seniors better make their 
quota!”

While many of the students were run-
ning, the journalism class had a fun assign-
ment that had not been done before. They 
were given a photo scavenger hunt and had 
to take all different kinds of pictures of the 

whole school running, eating, and talking. It 
was a fun assignment taking pictures of all 
the different kinds of emotions there were 
that day. 

“It was a challenging assignment for them 
this year,” said Mrs. Dyck, journalism teach-
er. “They are used to taking the same kinds 
of pictures when they have the camera, but 
with a check-list of specific photos, it pushed 
them out of their limitations. They ended up 
with some beautiful shots, and hopefully had 
fun along the way.” 

Money raised this year will go toward 
purchasing a new academy intercom system, 
new drinking fountains with water bottle fill 
stations, new choir dresses for senior high 

girls, an iPad charging station for junior/se-
nior high students, more playground equip-
ment, additional microwave stations and 
electrical wiring in the cafeteria, and new 
musical instruments, including handbells 
and strings.

The student who has the most $20 dona-
tions gets a $250 gift card for Amazon. There 
are other prizes for 2nd and 3rd places. Also, 
the class that raises the most $20 donations 
as a whole gets a half day off of school to go 
enjoy lunch at a park. 

There are many ways the school tries to 
involve students to participate, but the day of 
the Patriot Pace is a highlight for the whole 
school!

Adventures in D.C.
Choral group at the Department of Education
by Jayden L, sophomore

All aboard the music train,” said Mr. Van 
Den Berg, bus driver, to the straggling 

choral members loading the bus for the D.C. 
trip.

Near the end of Sept., the FBTA choral 
group had the honorable opportunity to sing 
at the Department of Education’s 40th An-
niversary of the Office of Non-Public Edu-
cation. There were many mixed emotions 
about performing in D.C.

“This is really exciting, but I am also very 
nervous about performing,” said Julie U, se-
nior.

From the notice of the upcoming event, 
the choral group practiced diligently, balanc-
ing the learning of new songs while fine-tun-
ing old, but good, songs for the performance. 
The hard work and dedication of the choral 
members and their director, Pastor Baldwin, 
truly showed as they delivered an outstand-

ing performance followed by a great round of 
applause and positive comments.

“I am thankful for the different opportu-
nities that Pastor Baldwin has given to our 
music department. He is a great man and 
spiritual leader, and I look forward to the 
new opportunities to come,” said Mr. Brad-
ford, school administrator.

After the performance, the choral group 
was offered soda, Honest Tea, chips, brown-
ies, cakes, and crowd-favorite tortilla chips 
and Pico de Gallo.

“Wooooooow this is good . . . the chips are 
soooo salty,” said Sarah H, senior.

After a great day, plus the bonus of miss-
ing the last three periods of school, it was 
time to board the “music train” and go back 
home. Thank you to Pastor Baldwin and 
Mrs. Lyle as well as Mr. Bradford and other 
faculty for allowing the choral group to have 
such an amazing opportunity.

Students from the entire school gather on the hill to the soccer field in anticipation 
of the Patriot Pace race around the track to raise money for the academy.

photo by Mrs. Dyck,
journalism advisor

The FBTA choral group prays before their performance at the Department of Education. 
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All locker’d up?
New full-size lockers give students a better 
environment, but raise new drawbacks
by Caleb P, sophomore

Big, spacious, and blue are the memora-
ble few out of the many, useful adjec-

tives to describe the new lockers. The lock-
ers were bought with Patriot Pace donations 
that FBTA junior and senior high students 
earned last year. Since then, the junior and 
senior high students are using the vast, pri-
vate, uniform, and luxurious full-size lockers 
to their advantage. 

“The lockers are spacious and are big,” 
said Isaiah J, 7th grade.

“I love the new lockers. You can put lit-
erally anything in there,” said Estefania M, 
senior.

Although these full-size lockers might 
seem to give the upper hand to the junior 
and senior high students, the changes create 
new hurdles for junior and senior high stu-
dents to jump over: no backpacks allowed 
to class, limited paper available, and more 
books to hold are quite different challenges 
never seen before.

“I like the new lockers, but it’s not worth 
our backpacks,” said Justin G, junior.

Mr. Bradford is hoping the students will 
adjust quickly to the changes. With enough 
experience, time, and understanding, the 
students of FBTA will enable themselves to 
become flexible in many different situations 
and not be too resistant to change for the 
better.

The students are getting their books and items while 
Andrew C, sophomore, poses for the camera.

Florence 
overstays 
welcome
Wreaking devastation 
to disappointment 
along east coast
by Kiersten G, sophomore

After days of anticipation, hurricane Flor-
ence made landfall in Wilmington, NC, 

on Friday, Sept. 14. The hurricane was pre-
dicted to be category 5 with devastating rain 
and wind. 

Many towns were forced to evacuate, and 
some students of FBTA even had siblings 
come home from college because of the hur-
ricane. Some local high schools even canceled 
school as well as  sports games.

“I stayed aware of the weather report, but 
I didn’t worry too much about it,” said Mr. 
Bradford, administrator. 

Besides a week of very rainy days and the 
soccer and volleyball teams being disappoint-
ed after the Faith Tournament was canceled 
due to rain, FBTA itself was not directly af-
fected by the hurricane. 

“It was interesting to hear all the prayer 
requests about the hurricane, when all we got 
was rain,” said Jinnea B, sophomore.

“I knew we would probably get some 
rain, but I wasn’t really worried about it,” 
commented  Kylen W, freshman. “Almost all 
the water in some of the grocery stores was 
gone, so I guess it’s always good to be pre-
pared.” 

As disappointed as some students were to 
not have gotten any days off school, remem-
ber to be praying for the people who were 
affected by the hurricane!  

Answering God’s call
Testimonies from Mr. Niggl, Pastor Baldwin
by Shakti C, freshman

Students at FBTA generally love and adore 
the teachers; however, there is much that 

we don’t know about them. Mr. Niggl, sci-
ence teacher, and Pastor Baldwin, choir di-
rector, recently shared a very important part 
of their lives with The Patriot Press: their tes-
timonies.

Mr. Niggl came to know the Lord at the 
young age of seven. He was at a church camp 
in July, 1968, and the speaker was an evange-
list named Don Wilson.

“I don’t remember which night of the 
week it was, but I realized I was a sinner and 
needed Christ,” said Mr. Niggl.

Mrs. Garmen, the pastor’s wife, led him 
to the Lord, and a couple of weeks later he 
was baptized in church.

Mr. Niggl also shared that when he was 
a junior in high school, Mr. Kelly, his high 
school principal and math teacher, saw his 
scores on a science test and suggested that 
he should be a teacher. He prayed about it 
and God led him into secondary education 
at PCC in the fall of 1979.

“Mr. Niggl is such an inspirational per-
son. Anyone could tell he is so strong in his 

relationship with God, especially when hard 
times come,” said Amy F, freshman.

Pastor Baldwin was saved in 1976 at 
FBT. He would ride the bus, but later started 
coming to church with his mother. One Sun-
day he accepted Christ as his Savior in junior 
church. Later that year, he got assurance of 
his salvation after talking with his father.

When he was nine years old, he felt God 
calling him to be in the ministry. He started 
playing the piano at 15 years old, and his fa-
ther asked him to lead the choir with only 12 
people in their church.

“I was the youngest and the director!” 
said Pastor Baldwin.

Next year will be 35 years since the choir 
was started.

God has used both of these men to im-
pact many people and students over the 
years. The students at FBTA are so grateful 
that they answered God’s call and have given 
their time to help with their education.

“He is probably single-handedly the best 
choir director I’ve ever had,” said Jay M, 
senior. “He knows his music very well and 
seeks to bring out the best in us.”

Charity B, freshman, and Ashley T,  
sophomore, brace for hurricane impact. 

New and improved speech
The junior high speech class makes public 
speaking an enjoyable experience
by Ava J, sophomore

Almost every student that has attended 
FBTA during their junior high years 

has taken speech class. Mrs. Darby teaches 
students how to correctly present a speech, 
without looking awkward or inexperienced, 
to help enhance their public speaking skills. 

The point of speech class is for the stu-
dent to be able to overcome their fears of 
public speaking and perform a speech that 
makes one look informed and intelligent, 
making good use of delivery skills. 

The speech class is more than it has ever 
been before with all 7th graders and some 
8th graders taking this class, having debates, 
and learning how to introduce themselves. 
Students are being taught speech skills that 
will be beneficial when they are older.

“This class is beneficial for students to 
teach them how to speak and what to do 
when speaking,”  said Mr. Bradford, admin-
istrator. “We want to help them in all areas 
in academics and socially, so that they are 

well-rounded individuals.”
“I like the educational videos we watch 

that visually show us what to do when we 
speak,” said Jonathan D, 8th grade. 

“I like the class because we get to learn 
speech terms and how to actually speak in 
public,” said Gabrielle P, 8th grade. “The 
thing I like most is that we are able to learn 
how to speak in public with other people.”

“Eighth grade is working hard on their 
group Christmas speech to make your Christ-
mas chapel memorable,” said Mrs. Darby, 
speech teacher. “Seventh grade is working on 
their individual speeches and expressing their 
own character.”

I can say personally from my experience 
that this class was not just fun, but helpful 
for English projects and even for science fair. 
Speech class is a way to educate students how 
to properly conduct themselves speaking in 
a public place, learning many principles that 
are beneficial for their upcoming years. 

Mrs. Darby’s 7th and 8th grade class practices their impromptu speeches.

K4 makes 
lemonade
Preschool teachers know how to make 

learning fun with many hands-on proj-
ects, such as making applesauce, and this 
time, lemonade, depending on which letter 
of the week they are learning. 

PICTURE  
RETAKE DAY  
IS COMING

Wednesday,
Nov. 7

order onine:  mylifetouch.com
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Summer vacays 2k18
The students of FBTA travel during summer
by Haston H, junior

Oh, the places you’ll go! Students at 
FBTA traveled all around the globe this 

summer: Bahamas, Egypt, Italy, Greece, and 
a New England road trip, were just a few of 
the places the students visted. 

Travel with me to the Bahamas … imag-
ine waking up to crystal blue seas and the 
smell of salt water every morning, or tanning 
out on the cruise ship’s deck with a glass of 
refreshing coconut water and all the fresh 
fruit and delicious food you could dream of 
at the beckoning of a hand. 

This is exactly what students John Fahmy, 
junior, and Amy F, freshman, experienced 
this summer for their family vacation. They 
took tours of islands and played in the huge 
and luxurious cruise ship pool. 

“This was a big trip for us,” said Amy. “I’d 
never even been out of the country before!

“My favorite part of the cruise was all of 
the food,” she continued. “I got to experience 
so many new and diverse foods including 
crocodile, escargots, and ox tongue.”

On the island tours, they were immersed 
in the island’s culture and food.

“I loved all of the different and beautiful 
islands of the Bahamas. It was amazing to see 
all of the different cultures,” said John.

Now hop onto a plane with Liza F, junior, 
and fly ten hours over to her home country 
of Egypt: a land of mystery and ancient his-
tory. You are mystified by the pyramids and 
great Sphinx and the mysteries surrounding 
you. The Mediterranean Sea to the north of 
Egypt welcomes you with its beautiful crystal 
seas and white sand sea shores. 

As you travel across the desert lands of 
Egypt, you are immersed in the ancient cul-
ture of the people of this land. When you ar-

rive at the Red Sea, you are welcomed with a 
salty breeze that is refreshing and renewing.

“I loved catching up with all of my child-
hood friends that I have not seen in so long,” 
said Liza. “I loved revisiting all of the best 
beaches on the Mediterranean and Red Sea.”

Liza and her family’s main part of the trip 
focused around Cairo, the capitol of Egypt. 
The Cairo Tower towers over the Cairo city 
skyline. As you ascend up the tower elevator, 
you see the sprawling streets of Cairo below. 
As you reach the top it is like you are flying 
over the city. 

Now take a short flight up to Italy. As 
you get off the plane, you are immediate-
ly surrounded by the ancient history of the 
Romans and the Italians. You can smell the 
freshly rolled pasta and tomato sauce sim-
mering on the stove. 

Melanie T, senior, experienced this once-
in-a-lifetime trip for her family vacation. 

Take a short journey up to the beautiful 

and scenic city of Venice with gondolas float-
ing through the blue waters and under paved 
bridges. 

As you sail over to Greece you experience 
the crystal blue seas of the Adriatic and Med-
iterranean Sea. When you arrive in Greece 
and offload from the cruise ship, you are 
welcomed by the white buildings and blue 
domed roofs of Mykonos and then travel 
over to the acropolis. 

“Mykonos was one of the most beautiful 
places I have ever visited,” said Melanie. “The 
water was crystal blue and the buildings were 
beautifully framed with their white buildings 
and blue domes. It really was an experience 
of a lifetime.” 

Melanie and her family loved visiting all 
of the towns of Italy and Greece. They took 
excursions into towns to really get immersed 
into their cultures and experience the diverse 
foods of Italy and Greece. 

As the summer came to a close, Kirsten 
G, sophomore, and her family took a road 
trip through New England. As we mental-

ly travel along with them, we get to see the 
beautiful coastlines and green forest lands of 
New England, and experience the freshest 
sea food and the some of the best beaches on 
the east coast. Most importantly, you get to 
make lasting memories with your family. 

“I loved the beachesssssssss!!” said Kier-
sten. “It was so beautiful! The  beaches and 
forests were simply enchanting.” 

One of the highlights on this trip is see-
ing and touring New York City. As you arrive 
by the New York ferry, you see the Statue of 
Liberty to the right and the sprawling city to 
the left. The buildings make you feel like an 
ant looking up at giants. The view of the city 
at night is the best, as the gleaming towers 
light up the skyline of NYC. As you look out 
across the skyline you wish you could stay 
here for ever! 

No matter where you traveled this sum-
mer, I hope you made many lasting memo-
ries that will last a lifetime. 

Virtual education
Students experience National Geographic’s  
virtual reality 3D Jerusalem and Titanic exhibits 
by Amy F, freshman

On Oct. 4, the 7th to 10th graders vis-
ited the National Geographic museum 

which included a Titanic exhibit and a virtu-
al visit to Jerusalem to experience the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, learning about its his-
tory and its ties to the Tomb of Christ. 

Mr. Armstrong, junior and senior high 
history teacher, organized the field trip for 
his classes.

“Mr. Armstrong has a whole schedule 
planned out for the rest of the school year,” 
said Mr. Bradford, school administrator. 

The museum offered a variety of displays 
with different features. One impressive aspect 
of the museum was the special VR headsets 
with tours of the church that claims to be 
built over the tomb of Christ. Most students 
enjoyed the detailed tour.

“The VR headsets in the middle of the 
exhibit were pretty cool,” said Diego V, soph-

omore. “We got to walk around the temple 
in Jerusalem too.”

While touring through Jerusalem, every 
object and human intensified with color and 
realism.

“The museum was very fun, and I felt like 
I was in Jerusalem. I enjoyed it,” said Malat 
M, 7th grade.

The Titanic exhibit featured many ar-
tifacts and memorabilia from the sunken 
ocean liner, and shared the stories of some 
who were aboard the ship. 

After viewing the exhibits and the gift 
shop, the students went to Potbelly to enjoy 
an appetizing lunch. 

“The food was very yummy, and I had a 
great time with my friends!” said Reem M, 
8th grade.

Overall, students generally appreciate a 
good field trip outside of class, and they are  
already looking forward to the next ones!

Meet our Student Council
Student council meets during lunch on 

Tuesdays to discuss issues of interest to 
the students and administration. They are 

learning leadership skills to help them as they 
transition into the upper grades and some of 
them into college next year. 

Standing: Zachary T, 7th grade rep; Julie U, senior class rep; John F, junior class rep;  
Jinnea B, sophomore class rep; Amy F, freshman class rep; Harrison S, 8th grade class rep;  

Emma V, student council secretary. Seated: Connor D, student council vice president;  
Hart Z, student council president; and Caleb D, student council treasurer. 

Melanie T, senior, took this picture on their 
family trip to the picturesque waterways of Venice. 

Liza F, junior, traveled to Cairo 
over the summer to visit family. 

Kiersten G, sophomore, traveled through  
New England for their family vacation. 

FBTA students study the National Geographic covers throughout the years.

Sixth grade enjoyed their fun Twin Day dress up harvest party on Thursday.
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Leaving it all on the field
Boys soccer wins first, girls second at Valley
by Peter V, sophomore

The FBTA soccer and volleyball teams 
participated in the Valley Baptist Chris-

tian School Tournament on Oct. 5 and 6. 
Four soccer teams participated: Gill Grove, 
Valley, Bethel, and Fairfax. Six volleyball

the Championship, but they ended up los-
ing their final match by two points to Valley, 
placing second in the tournament overall.

The soccer team won their game against 
Gill Grove Friday night, and played Beth-
el on Saturday, winning the championship 
game 7-3. 

“We had to go back and defend our ti-
tle from last year,” said Mr. Bradford, soccer 
coach. 

“It was a beautiful day, and so many par-
ents came out to cheer on the team,” said 
Mrs. Dyck. “There was so much school spirit 
on the sidelines!”

The all-tournament team for the soccer 
team was Justin G, Daniel P, and John F. The 
all-tournament team for the girls was Julie 
Upchurch and Sarah Hughes.

“It was an exhausting experience but we 
did really well,” said Emma V, senior. 

teams participated: 
Gill Grove, Center-
ville, Valley, Key-
stone, Bethel, and 
Fairfax. 

The volleyball 
team played for 
seven straight hours 
on Saturday, fighting 
back from the game 
they lost on Friday. 
This put them back 
in the running for 

Justin G, Daniel P, and 
John F, juniors, made the 
All-Tournament Team.

The soccer team defends their title at the Valley Tournament taking home the first place trophy two years in a row. 

The girls volleyball team fought back hard for their second place trophy in the Valley Tournament.  

ODACS tournament send-off

Students worked on signs and banners to send off  
their soccer team to the ODACS Men’s Soccer  

Championship game on Tuesday, Oct. 30. 

Finishing strong
Soccer team fights for banner in championship
After tying their two games against Her-

itage Christian School during the reg-
ular soccer season, the boys’ team had their 
best chance in several years to win the banner 
during the ODACS Men’s Soccer Tourna-
ment on Tuesday in Woodbridge, VA. 

In a closely-matched, hard-fought game, 
Heritage edged out Fairfax 2-1, which gave 
FBTA the second place trophy for the season. 

John F, Daniel P, Jameson R, juniors, and 
Jonathan B, senior, made the all-tournament 
team, with Jonathan B scoring a beautiful 
goal against Heritage. 

With several questionable calls through-
out the game, there were some difficult mo-

ments on the field and in the stands. 
“It was disappointing to take second, but 

I’m not unhappy with our playing, especially  
the second half,” said Connor D, senior. 

The team finished the season strong with 
6 wins, 2 losses, and 3 ties. They practiced 
hard, have improved in many areas, and are 
definitely in a better position next year to 
win the championship. 

Thank you to Mr. Bradford for his dili-
gent work with the team and his dedication 
to developing the students’ skills as well as 
their character, helping them to become their 
very best.   

a student-run newspaper of  
Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy

©2018 by Fairfax Baptist Temple, 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, VA 22039
The Patriot Press is available electronically on our website at FBTacademy.org/news.

Photography Editor  
Nathan H

 
Senior Staff

Haston H
Ava J

Caleb P
Alyssa R
Peter V

Patriot Press
Newspaper Editors 
Caleb D    Connor D

Yearbook Editor  
Hart Z

Assistant Yearbook Editors  
Julie U

Emma V

Staff
Shakti C
Amy F
Liza F

Kiersten G
Jayden T

Journalism Advisor 
Mrs. Deanna Dyck

Fairfax hosts ODACS soccer/volleyball tournament

On Friday and Saturday, Oct. 26-27, 
FBTA hosted the ODACS sports tour-

nament for five schools. Although the final 
game of the soccer tournament was post-
poned due to rain, the volleyball tournament 
was played as scheduled. The teams were very 

closely matched, and FBTA girls took 4th 
overall, with most of the matches taking all 
five games to determine the winner. 

Thank you to Coach Probus and Coach 
Abbey for their dedicated work with the girls 
this year!


