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Ring the bells!
Student outlook on the new handbell choir
by Emma V, senior

This school year has hit it off musically in 
just a few short weeks! Handbell choir 

rehearsals have started, and the choral group 
from last year sang in D.C. for the 2018 Na-
tional Private School Leadership Conference. 

Mr. Probus, alumni and academy parent, 
has volunteered to direct this year’s handbell 
choir. Because of the already busy schedule, 
the only time to meet was an hour before the 
school day begins. Twice a week, at 7:00 a.m. 
sharp, twelve students arrive in the music 
room to begin practice.

Sarah H, Cindy Y, Julie U, Connor D, 
Caleb D (seniors); Alyssa R, Justin G, John F, 
Lauren M (juniors); Charity B, Amy F, and 
Matthew B (freshmen) are all in the handbell 
group.

Several students have expressed their en-
thusiasm about handbells. 

“I think it’s a great opportunity for us to 
start handbells again this year,” said Julie U, 
senior. “We have a good group, and we work 
very well together.”  

“I think handbells can really excel if we 
put in some hard work,” said Alyssa R, ju-
nior. “Even though it’s really hard to wake 
up early sometimes, I know we can get really 
good at it!” 

“I think that it is going well and we’ll 
have a good chance in ODACS,” said Justin 
G, junior.

“It’s a good way to get into the morning,” 
said John F, junior.

More information about the choral group singing 
in D.C. will be featured in our October issue. 

Code academy
New computer coding class for students
by Caleb, senior

The return to school after a long summer 
vacation is different every year. There are 

new, exciting classes to take and wonderful, 
new things to learn, but none are quite as 
novel as the brand new coding class this year. 

In past years, FBTA offered computer 
applications and robotics via LEGO mind-
storms; but the coding class this year utilizes 
code.org for lessons, and the classroom itself 
is managed and taught by Mrs. Billman.

“Our computer program has grown, but 
wasn’t quite where I wanted it to be,” said 
Mr. Bradford, school administrator. “We’ve 
had computer applications and started with 
robotics last year, and it grew to coding this 
year. We appreciate Mrs. Billman’s train-
ing, and so now I have people there to offer 
more.”

The coding class consists of training for 
programming such as html, Java, and other 
various coding languages. Because the class 
is small, the students taking the coding class 
were also offered the option of alternating 
robotics course on certain days of the week.

“I can say it’s really fun,” said David B, 
junior. “I wasn’t expecting we would actually 
be able to do robotics and coding, but seeing 
that we get to do it this year, I’m really happy 
for that.”

The market for experienced programmers 
and technicians is ever expanding, and hav-
ing a coding class in high school gives a great 

foundation for students aspiring to work in 
the technical field some day.

“The more we can train kids on the com-
puters, the better,” said Mr. Bradford. “I 
definitely want [coding] to grow. We do en-
vision that some day, we can be competing 
in robotics even. We could see that potential. 
Ultimately, that’s kind of in the back of our 
minds.”

This class gives students a foundation in 
an industry that is dominating much of the 
market. It also allows students try out differ-
ent skills in high school to see whether they 
might want to pursue a similar (or different) 
path in college, potentially saving college 
money by being more assured of the direc-
tion God wants for their lives. 

Now students at FBTA have even more 
opportunities to hone and strengthen the 
talents that God has given them, and maybe 
even someday be used by Him in the digital 
realm.

A picture perfect event
The seniors take their final pictures
by Nathan H, senior

All seniors, please report to the auditori-
um for pictures!” 

The seniors excitedly left their respective 
classes for the last class pictures of their high 
school career. 

The girls went off to prepare, curling 
their hair and doing last minute touch-ups 
on makeup. The boys put on one of the fake 
half-tuxedo shirts and got in line.

Most of the guys took their pictures first, 
with the coaching and eye of Hart Z.

“The pictures turned out all right,” com-
mented Jonathan B, senior. “I could have 
probably used a haircut, but they weren’t 
bad.” 

The girls all wore a black drape clipped 
together in the back with binder clips. They 
helped each other with making sure their 
hair was absolutely perfect, and there were 
many more takes and retakes. 

Afterward, Mrs. Dyck took the seniors 
outside for the customary outdoor photos. 
They posed in front of the school building 
and on the playground. They also visited 

some of the younger grades and took pic-
tures with them. 

“I had a great time!”said Julie U, senior. 
“It was a lot of fun taking pictures with the 
little kids.”

The seniors who had been at the school 
all twelve years took a picture with Mrs. Lad-
en, their 1st grade teacher. 

“It’s really sad to realize that it is almost 
time to leave, but it is great to see how far we 
have come as a class,” said Hart Z.

The handbell choir held their first 
performance in chapel on Sept. 27.

“

The seniors help Cole Ryan pose for his senior picture. 

The seniors took dozens of pictures outside to commemorate their last year at FBTA. photo by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

All about apples
K4 classes experiment with making applesauce

Mrs. Bradford teaches her K4 students how to  
smell cinnamon ... not too closely!

Mrs. Acosta helps 
her K4 students 
measure and pour 
sugar into the 
crock pot filled with 
apples. 

Later, they enjoy 
the “fruits” of their 
labor by sampling 
the delicious ap-
plesauce for their 
afternoon snack. 

New student Monica C, junior, joins Connor  
and Caleb D, seniors, and David B, junior,  

in the new coding class this year.  
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New year, new teachers 
FBTA welcomes new faces to our faculty
by Hart Z, senior 

A few new faces have joined the faculty at 
FBTA this year.

Alumnus Corynne Damm is our new K3 
teacher. Miss Damm graduated as Valedicto-
rian from FBTA in 2014. She then attended 
Pensacola Christian College and graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in a Elementary Ed-
ucation.

“I am very excited to be back at FBTA,” 
said Miss Damm, “I’m excited to cultivate 
a love for learning in children even at their 
early age.”

“She’s funny and really nice,” said Hud-
son C, K3.

Also, Mrs. Bradford is teaching one of 
the K4 classes this year. Mrs. Bradford taught 
Kindergarten and 3rd grade in Indiana for 
five years before the Bradford family moved 
here in 2014.

“Teaching K4 is a new experience for 
me, and I am really enjoying it!” said Mrs. 
Bradford. “This age is so energetic, funny, 
imaginative, sweet, and ready to learn. I am 
looking forward to a wonderful year with my 
class.”

Finally, Mr. David Armstrong has joined 
FBTA teaching junior and senior high histo-

ry and Bible doctrines classes. Mr. Armstrong 
graduated from the College of Charleston 
with a degree in history and is currently 
working on a masters degree from George 
Mason University. He previously worked in 
the government for 11 years.

“It’s amazing to see how God brought 
things to pass to allow me to join the FBTA 
faculty,”  said Mr. Armstrong. “I’m very 
thankful to be here and I’m excited to see 
what God will do over the upcoming years.”

“He knows his history very well,” said 
Lauren M, junior. “I like how he gets his 
classes involved and makes us think critical-
ly.”

Make sure to give these new teachers a 
warm welcome and don’t forget to always be 
in prayer for them. 

New teacher, Mr. Armstrong, shares a fun moment with Hart Z, senior, in U.S. History class.

Miss Corynne 
Damm

K3 Teacher

Mrs. Jan  
Bradford

K4 Teacher

Mr. David  
Armstrong

Jr/Sr High History
Bible Teacher

Workplace management
New office staff learn to navigate the process
by Julie U, senior 

Students now see two new faces when go-
ing to the office. Mrs. Mitchell joined the 

staff at school, and Mrs. Beach assists her in 
the school office. Along with these two new 
faces comes their new voices heard over the 
school intercom. 

Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Beach take on 
several roles in the office. They take lunch 
orders, print report cards, answer the school 
phone, keep parents informed, keep the 
day organized, and even take on the role of 
school nurse when someone is sick or doesn’t 
feel well.

“Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Beach are so 
sweet, and it is really nice to have them work-
ing in the office this year,” said Sarah H, se-
nior. 

The role of office secretary is a very hard 
role to fulfill because of the heavy work load 
and constant interruptions, and thankfully, 
Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Beach took on the 
previous role of Mrs. Niggl with all of the 
responsibilities that needed to be done. 

“Interacting with the students and teach-
ers has been so much fun!” said Mrs. Mitch-
ell. “A school secretary’s job is better than the 

Executing  
precautionary  
measures
Students move to gym 
to await the “all-clear”
by Connor D, senior

On Sept. 10, just after the start of the 
day, a few students downstairs began to 

smell small amounts of natural gas in the air. 
“I was currently in U.S. History at the 

time,” said Jay M, senior. “My friend Joshua 
pointed out that he smelled something.”

“I was in the English room,” said Diego 
V, sophomore. “We started smelling some-
thing, and we were like, ‘Hey, what is that?’”

The smell was quickly reported to the of-
fice, and Mr. Bradford and Mrs. Darby went 
to locate the source. The students were ush-
ered to the gymnasium in a separate building 
as a precautionary measure. 

“We thought, ‘Okay, let’s get the kids 
out of here just up to the gym just as pre-
caution,’” said Mr. Bradford, school admin-
istrator. 

Because the students had been practicing 
fire drills for the past few weeks, the evac-
uation process went smoothly. The source 
of the leak was found to be in the furnace 
room, the cause being two ineffective heating 
elements that failed to ignite the natural gas.  

“We called Washington Gas right away, 
and then went ahead and called 911,” said 
Mr. Bradford.

When the fire trucks arrived, they took 

readings of the natural gas concentration in 
different areas in the building and thankfully 
found the gas far below dangerous amounts. 

“It was never at a dangerous level,” said 
Mr. Bradford. “The only place they got a 
reading that showed a little elevation was in 
the [furnace] room.”

The students enjoyed their time in the 
gym while waiting for the fumes to air out 
of the building. Some of the older students 
interacted with the younger students and 
helped to keep them occupied. Activities 
ranged from soccer, to volleyball, to basket-
ball, and for a few, completing homework, 
despite the day barely starting. 

“Personally, I played volleyball for a 
while,” said Diego V, sophomore. “And then 
I played soccer.”

After about an hour, the building was 
aired out, and the students went to the audi-
torium to hear Evangelist Tom Farrell speak 
for chapel. After the message, students were 
allowed back to their classes, the smell of the 
gas almost completely expelled from the hall-
ways.  

“Almost any break from the routine is a 
welcome one for us,” said Caleb D, senior. 
“It’s what keeps things interesting.”

Students converged in the gym to await the 
verdict of emergency services.

Mrs. Mitchell cheerfully 
greets students  

as they start the day.

Mrs. Beach tries unsuccessfully 
to dodge the camera, but the  
Patriot Press wins in the end. 
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‘average desk job’ because you get to know 
the wonderful faces and personalities behind 
the work.”

“The job is very difficult, and is a lot 
harder than I thought it would be,” said Mrs. 
Beach. “On the positive side, I have found 
a new appreciation for the teachers at this 
school, because they truly are some of the 
best teachers working in Christian educa-
tion.”

Mrs. Castilla, elementary band director, 
has added some office hours to her schedule, 
and she can also be seen assisting in the of-
fice. 

Please welcome them to the FBTA family!

Patriot Press goes digital
New website hosts Patriot Press blog
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

The Patriot Press staff has made several up-
grades this year, including online posting 

to our new website blog.
Thanks to Mrs. Holley Van Den Berg, 

parent and FBT staff member, the new FBT 
academy website is up and running. She in-
cluded a blog page for posting pictures and 
articles as they happen, so if we can get our act 
together, the editors could potentially publish 
articles sooner than once a month. The jury is 

still out on whether that will actually happen. 
The Patriot Press has also posted the old 

newspaper archives which range from 2007 
through the present day. To go directly to our 
online page, visit FBTacademy.org/news. 

Lastly, after a long, grueling budget-
ing overhaul, the Patriot Press is now being 
printed in color. The staff and students are 
delighted with the decision, and thanks goes  
to Mr. Bradford for the encouragement and 
extra funding. 

Patriot shirts are almost here! 
Join us at noon on Tuesday, 
Oct. 16, for the Patriot Pace!


