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Seniors celebrate class trip in Atlanta 
Reminiscences from a class of 11 
by Rebecca, senior 

W hat do Batman, the Atlanta Braves, 

Zaxby’s, dolphins, Bluff, a flip-flop, 

the Beverly, cane sugar, the abominable 

snowman, and hula hooping contests have in 

common? Not much. But with the seniors, 

these items became memories.  

After many meetings, the class chose At-

lanta, Georgia, for their senior trip—a loca-

tion that fulfilled Mr. Bradford’s guidelines of 

both “enjoyable and educational.”  

The seniors went to Six Flags, the Georgia 

Aquarium, an Atlanta Braves game, and Coca

-Cola World.  

“I loved everything about the senior trip,” 

said Jenneth. “To merely pick a single ele-

ment as a favorite is nearly impossible. How-

ever, I fiercely enjoyed the Coke factory—

much to the annoyance of the rest of my class. 

I could have spent another two full hours there 

trying every kind of Coke product in existence 

and reading all the recipe legends.”  

“My favorite part of the trip was the 

Braves game,” said Hunter, an avid Braves 

fan of 8 years. “I was super excited when I 

caught the ball during batting practice.”    

What were some of the notable moments 

from the trip? 

Perhaps it was Hunter and Dan each catch-

ing baseballs during the Braves batting prac-

tice, Mason’s rendition of Little Einsteins, 

those never-ending Uno games, Jenneth’s 

daily vlogs, celebrating Susannah’s 18th  birth-

day, the nightly basketball games, Mr. Brad-

ford’s extensive knowledge of candy bars,  

eating 15 scoops of ice-cream in under 10 

minutes.  

“My favorite part was just hanging around 

with everyone,” said Mason. “That was a 

great experience. The one thing I will miss is 

that no matter how different we are, we can all 

come together as a class and still have fun.”  

“Our class is a band of story tellers,” said 

Jenneth. “We constantly have stories to tell 

one another, and it usually ends up where 

we’re reminiscing about good ol’ elementary 

days with all its hilarious petty drama. I’ll 

definitely miss all our strong personalities and 

humor. We each have something to bring to 

the table which makes up our class.”  

We won’t forget the bond we share as a 

class.  

A big thank-you goes out to our sponsors: 

Mr. Bradford, Mrs. Lampert, and Miss Mor-

gan.  

Election day!  
Student body elects  
2015-16 student council 
by Hope, junior 

S tudents running for the offices of the 

student council (president, vice president, 

secretary, and treasurer) gave their speeches 

in chapel, and later that day, the junior and 

senior high students voted. There were two 

candidates for the offices of president and 

treasurer while vice president and secretary 

ran unopposed.  

"I liked how the presidential elections 

were dubbed down this year as there wasn't 

much campaigning and stuff like that,” said 

Nathan, junior, and new student body presi-

dent. “It's always hard running against a good 

friend of yours, but I'm glad that we both had 

the opportunity to go for it. I appreciate all the 

support I got during this campaign and can't 

wait to serve you all next year!"  

"I thought the elections were really fun 

this year and I am glad I ended up running! I 

think it will be very interesting to be in stu-

dent council next year with my brother," said 

Julie, 8th grade, and new freshmen class rep-

resentative.  

"I thought all of the candidates had great 

speeches and did a great job. Personally, win-

ning the office of treasurer was an answer to 

prayer!" said Enoch, freshman, and new 

treasurer.  

Later that same month, each class voted 

on a class representative. These candidates 

gave their speeches at the beginning of first 

period and soon after the class submitted their 

votes.  

"It was a good opportunity to be able to 

run for class representative this year! Alt-

hough I did not get the position, I think Alexis 

will be an excellent class representative!" said 

Diana, sophomore.  

For the 2015-2016 school year, our new 

student council members will be: 

 Nathan ................. student body president 

 Hope  .................................. vice president 

 Enoch  ........................................ treasurer 

 Haven  ........................................ secretary 

 Jason  .............................. senior class rep  

 Alexis  .............................. junior class rep 

 Matthew  ................. sophomore class rep 

  Julie  ........................... freshman class rep 

 Haston  ...................... 8th grade class rep 

 Caleb  ........................ 7th grade class rep 

Regardless of the wins and losses, we are 

all very excited for the upcoming student 

council members and what they will accom-

plish.  

The highlights of the senior class trip to Atlanta include: Six Flags, the Georgia Aquarium, a Braves game, and World of Coca-Cola   

Senior trip wraps up at the WILDS 
Seniors bond during a busy week together  
by Jenneth, senior 

O n the 4th of May the seniors pulled the 

bus into the WILDS Christian camp in 

Brevard, NC, to begin the second half of their 

senior trip. Unlike regular camp years, the 

boys got to spend the week in the girls’ cab-

ins because of extra space. 

Most of the seniors came to the camp 

wary of what the week may hold. Some 

dreaded a strict camp schedule. Others feared 

boredom. Turns out, the week at the WILDS 

was more enjoyable than most expected. 

The seniors filled their time testing out the 

new zip line across the previously unseen 3rd 

Falls, hiking to 4th Falls as a class, playing 

multiple games of the addicting GaZEEball, 

and constantly challenging each other at air 

hockey, ping pong, and carpet ball (where 

Mason and his competitors had the unfortu-

nate habit of throwing the heavy pool balls at 

each other instead of the carpeted lane). 

A highlight of the trip was the white water 

rafting expedition. Half the class, including 

Reid, made up the Terrance while the other 

group took the raft named Tom. Later, howev-

er, the occupants of Tom decided to change 

the raft’s name to the George Washington. 

“Halfway through Isaac decided to stand 

up and pretend to be George Washington be-

cause the water was extremely cold like the 

water on the Delaware,” said Dan.  

Neither raft capsized on the final rapid, but 

several rocks and trees made valiant attempts 

to beach the poor rafters along the river. 

Nearing the end of the week, the WILDS 

staff entertained the senior classes with a 

plethora of hilarious skits—some of which 

hadn’t been seen in five years. Isaac, who has 

never seen any WILDS skits, just about rolled 

out of his chair after a particularly funny one 

involving a fly in a restaurant. 

"Overall, I thought the trip to the Wilds 

was great, but probably the greatest part was 

the sermons. Each one was powerful and the 

speakers challenged me personally,” said 

Dan.  

After an intense basketball tournament in 

which the boys came in third, multiple ser-

mons from Matt Herbster and Rand Hummel, 

and comfortable bonding time with the class, 

the seniors came away from the senior trip 

pleasantly surprised and happy they swung by 

the WILDS during their senior trip. 

Seniors prepare to load up for the nine day trip, unaware that they're about to bond 
more than they ever have before. 
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Tie-dye party! 
Mrs. Boyd hosts a girls’ tie-dye party with fun and food!  
by Hope, junior 

O n May 2, Mrs. Boyd, youth pastor’s 

wife, hosted a teen girls’ tie-dye party at 

her home for all 7th-12th grade girls. Each girl 

brought her own plain white t-shirt or pillow 

case for the day's activities. These teenagers 

enjoyed a time of food and bonding together. 

"The grilled fruit was amazing!" said Sa-

rah, 8th grade.  

"My favorite part was all the choices and 

options we had for designing our shirts and 

just being able to spend time together," said 

Victoria, junior.  

"PINEAPPLE. Grilled. Pineapple. With 

chocolate. It was absolutely amazing!” said 

Arianna, sophomore. “The food was the best 

part, but it was also fun to tie-dye my first 

shirt with all my friends! Also, I got really 

tan." 

"I thought it was really fun, and we should 

definitely do it again," said Stephanie, 8th 

grade.  

"The tie-dye party was such a good way to 

start summer and a good break from school 

and everything. It was fun and relaxing and 

the fruit kabobs were a hit," said Carlie, 

sophomore.  

"Even though my tie-dye shirt somehow 

completely failed (major discoloration), I had 

so much fun being with my friends and hang-

ing out with Mrs. Boyd," said Ha-

ven,sophomore.  

I think these girls definitely had a blast 

and hope to do this activity more often. En-

joy your shirts, girls, and thank you to Mrs. 

Boyd for hosting and throwing an amazing 

party! 

Caps of crowns & gracious gowns 
One step closer to graduation 

by Isaac, senior 

T en minutes into first period, the senior 

class ventured to the auditorium to take 

cap and gown pictures. It was now the time 

to take another step closer to graduation. Sen-

iors cloaked up and set their crowns upon 

their heads for many flashes. 

“We were all in the spotlight,” said Isaac, 

senior. 

The seniors shared many laughs and took 

numerous selfies. The seniors sat back and 

reflected on the years of hard work now final-

ly coming to an end.  

Not to mention, the seniors got to miss 

some of class, meaning extra study time be-

fore the quiz they were to have in an upcom-

ing period. 

“I loved taking the runway 

shot,” [pictured above] stated Madison, sen-

ior. 

Yet while they batted around ideas to 

make it look like an explosion in the back-

ground of the photo, no one was actually able 

to pull it off. But it was still a great photo! 

“I thought the senior pictures were fun. 

We got to spend time with each other and we 

were encouraged to goof off for the photo. 

Also the fact that we got a few minutes off 

from class was an added bonus,” stated Dan-

iel, senior. 

As our time at FBTA comes to an end, it 

is nice to have a few final moments of child’s 

play before we go off into the world, gone but 

not forgotten.  

The senior photos truly were mile markers 

for many of us as we wrap up our year and 

put an end to our “SENIORIT15.” 

“Ask Isaac” 
analysis 
A student body analysis 
of the video blog  
by Isaac, senior  

W hile I was not able to answer all of 

your questions (which I strongly re-

gret), the questions dropped into my box were 

rather interesting. I think my favorite question 

was "Why is sugar white?" I believe that vid-

eo blogs could become a new thing for the 

Patriot Press. Maybe the idea could be passed 

on for the future? It is good to know most of 

you enjoyed the upload!  

"I thought it was a really smart idea. It was 

pretty funny, but you also voiced your opin-

ions [on a more serious note] well so it was 

cool,” said Millie, junior.  

Even some of the teachers were looking 

forward to viewing it. Mr. Gleb on the release 

date, could not wait to pull up the video.  

"I can't wait to see this," said Mr. Gleb, as 

he hopped off his wall, and dove to his com-

puter desk where he attempted to launch the 

video on his computer but failed. What a trag-

ic ending!  

Doing these blogs is something I hope to 

do again in the future, and I'm sure some of 

you will hear from me as I am working on a 

second video coming soon. Thanks for all 

your support, for you all have inspired me to 

express my personality through digital media.   

 

Minors in the (job) market 
Seniors talk about student employment 
by Bailey, senior 

M ost of the seniors are working in vari-

ous fields of employment. From 

babysitting to filing papers, this year’s seniors 

do it all! How do they balance a job with 

school activities? 

“I mainly work on weekends, so it’s not 

too hard,” said Susannah. “I just have to re-

member to stay in top of my schoolwork.” 

Susannah mostly babysits although she has 

also worked as a referee for soccer.  

“I like it [my office] a lot,” said Rebecca. 

“It’s a great business with tons of customers 

and has been a great experience.” 

Reid works in an office as well, but he 

actually works in the same place as his dad. 

“It’s interesting, seeing all your dad's co-

workers in stressful situations and seeing 

how angry they can get,” said Reid.  

 “It's great to work at my church because I 

help things go smoothly and help the service 

flow, so people have a better chance to be 

touched by the spirit and receive Jesus as 

their Savior,” said Dan, senior, when asked 

how he liked volunteering in his home 

church.  

 “It’s interesting,” said Hunter, about his 

job working at the school. “I know where 

everything is, and I know all the people 

well.” 

“I love video-editing for church, and I like 

being able to use what I learn through online 

and experimentation to make videos to help 

promote the school and church,” said Jen-

neth, senior.  

“It’s challenging, but it prepares me for 

the work ethics of adulthood,” said Veronica 

about her job at the beloved Chick-Fil-A. 

“I get paid to do nothin’; therefore, when 

I’m at work and I have downtime, I can do 

homework there,” said Isaac about his job as 

a lifeguard in a recreation center.  

Most of our seniors are pretty busy, but 

they have all found a way to balance their 

responsibilities so that their schoolwork 

doesn’t fall behind. 

Countdown  
for summer 
As soon as school is 
over ... 
by Jason, junior  

S ummer is almost here, and students are 

counting down the days. One of the huge 

roadblocks in front of the students is over-

coming final exams. It's like you still need to 

climb over the “wall of finals” to be able to 

reach summer vacation on the other side.  

What are you looking forward to as soon 

as school is out? 

“I’m looking forward to my sister’s wed-

ding and going to New York,” said Carlie, 

sophomore.  

“When I was little, the first thing we 

would do was take a trip to the library and 

check out a dozen books,” said Mrs. Pigott, 

algebra teacher. “Now, I’m just looking for-

ward to getting back into a good exercise 

routine.” 

“I am planning to reorganize my entire 

house and donate everything to the singles’ 

yard sale,” said Mrs. Dyck, advisor. “My kids 

are already hiding things under their beds.”  

No matter what your plans are for sum-

mer, make sure you keep God as your top 

priority …  and keeping in touch with friends 

a close second.  
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Music in the air 
Good attendance for spring concert 
by Victoria, junior 

A t seven in the evening, on Tuesday, 

May 12, the spring concert began with 

the senior high orchestra. “This was the best 

school concert I have ever heard!” said Mrs. 

Rodriguez, 6th grade teacher. 

“I liked choral group. It was the last time 

we would sing that song together,” said Ve-

ronica, junior. 

Elementary, junior high, senior high or-

chestras and choirs played and sang their best 

for the last performance of the year. 

“I loved it [the spring concert]! I thought it 

was a great way to close my senior year,” 

said Rebecca, senior. 

By far, the most adorable presentation of 

the evening was the kindergarten class choir. 

Miss Peterbark and Mrs. Castilla conducted 

each group. 

“Magnificent Seven was awesome! I loved 

it!” said Jenneth, senior. 

The finale was the song All Heavens De-

clare sung by the combined junior and senior 

high choir. The audience could tell that the 

students on the stage were giving it their all, 

praising God and making beautiful music. 

Summer strategies 
Just add water 
by Enoch, freshman 

W hat time is it? It’s summertime! This 

year will be a great time to make awe-

some plans for the summer. These three 

months must not be wasted, and some people 

have already planned out this stage of life. 

“Well, I’m going to the beach for a week, 

and an amusement park, maybe watch some 

movies, and then I’m going to relax for the 

rest,” said Matthew, freshman, quite confi-

dently and smoothly. 

“Right when school ends, I’m going to a 

volleyball match at my old school: 8th graders 

vs. alumni,” said Emily, freshman, enthusias-

tically. “Then I’m going to visit my grandma, 

and later visit Epcot.” 

“I am going to be moving to Panama for 

about two weeks,” said Enoch, freshman, 

pensively. 

Some other people will use these precious 

hours and minutes to achieve more personal 

goals. 

“Video games, record some stuff,” said 

Joshua, junior, referring to his new YouTube 

channel which is rapidly gaining popularity. 

“Make a Minecraft creation and play 

Clash of Clans,” said Caleb, 6th grade, eager 

to improve his skills. 

“I’ve told my kids that they have to give 

me five goals for the summer … and none of 

them can involve video games or movies,” 

said Mrs. Dyck, journalism advisor. “I have 

no idea what they are going to come up with, 

but I have a few suggestions if they are 

stumped.”  

As always, many people don’t have big 

plans in mind, but that’s okay. When life 

gives you downtime, you take it without hes-

itation. 

“No, yah, no,” said Jay, 8th grade, con-

firming his choice. 

However, there is always something out 

there for everyone. Spending time with the 

family, finding or improving a hobby, hang-

ing out with friends, and growing spiritually 

are all great plans instead of watching the 

hours tick by. As Hebrews 6:3 states, “And 

this will we do, if God permit.” What will 

you do this summer? 

Never enough basketball 
Boys use every spare minute to improve  

by Hunter, senior  

S ince many of the guys at Fairfax have a 

sister on the girls’ soccer team, Mr. Gleb 

started an “unofficial” afternoon of basketball 

to give the basketball team a little extra prac-

tice in the off season.  

An average of 10-15 guys come out to 

play each Thursday from 3:30 to 5:00 after 

school. Sometimes, Bro. Boyd joins them on 

the court.  

Everyone that comes out really works 

hard to improve his game, getting better at 

basketball and working on his skills. Also, it 

is always worth it when there is an opportuni-

ty to enjoy a good game of basketball. 

The guys would like to say thank you to 

Mr. Gleb for coming out and playing basket-

ball with the boys and using his time to help 

them improve their skills. Thank you! 

Power of a 
praying 
pastor 
Pausing for a moment on 
the National Day of Prayer 
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 

T aking time out of the busy afternoon 

schedule on May 7, Pastor Troy Calvert 

prayed for our nation over the intercom, set-

ting an example for the staff and students on 

the National Day of Prayer.  

He asked the Lord for wisdom and guid-

ance for our country and for our students as 

they make a difference in our community.  

It was a great reminder of the principles 

upon which our country was founded and the 

power that praying Christians can have for 

their government.   

What a blessing to have a pastor who 

cares enough about the students to pray for 

them on a daily basis! We are so thankful for 

him and for his Godly influence on the acad-

emy.    

Teens dress to impress 
Upperclassmen honor the seniors 
by Madison, senior 

FRIDAY, MAY 22 — Mr. Boyd, youth minis-

ter, and his fellow youth workers took the 

sophomores through seniors, dressed in their 

best attire, to Tyson’s Corner for a fancy din-

ner at McCormick & Schmick’s as a special 

event in honor of the senior class. Over din-

ner, the teens were treated to videos that high-

lighted the lives of the seniors and the recent 

year of events. 

“The restaurant was a huge improvement. 

We tried something new and different last 

year, and it didn’t work. I guess there’s some-

thing to be said for sticking with what’s been 

tried and tested,” said Mr. Boyd as he dis-

cussed the differences from last year’s dinner 

to this year’s. 

Once dinner and dessert were complete, 

the teens headed to D.C. They were exploring 

the capital and taking as many pictures as 

possible when they discovered sounds of mu-

sic drifting through the city. 

“The music at the capital was an un-

planned bonus that just made the night all the 

more special,” said Mr. Boyd when asked 

about the rehearsal for the annual National 

Memorial Day Concert the teens happened to 

stumble upon. 

He was not the only one who appreciated 

the music break. The teen ladies assuredly 

appreciated the chance to sit, relax, and be 

serenaded after traipsing the long walkways 

of D.C. in heels. 

“I had never walked in heels that dressy 

before, and I was doing great until we hit 

D.C. The break at the capital with the beauti-

ful music was definitely appreciated,” said 

Susannah, senior. 

Generally all the pieces worked together. 

The delicious dinner, the warm atmosphere 

and close friends, the capital building, and the 

perfect weather created a memorable evening 

of enjoyment for the seniors’ last hurrah with 

the FBTeens. 

The teen group poses during their recent formal outing 
in Washington, D.C.  

Sports banquet  
by Hunter, senior 

D on’t miss the Sports Banquet on June 4, at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The 

academy coaches and staff will be recognizing the students who have played sports 

for Fairfax this year. 

“We’re having hot dogs, barbecue pork sandwiches, potato salad, tossed salad, baked 

beans, and cookies,” said Mrs. Darby. “Sound good doesn’t it?” 

After the meal, there is time to reminisce about the highlights of the sports year. Mr. 

Niggl and the coaches will present the awards for most improved, a captains award, ath-

letic director award, and the players’ choice award. This year, the boys’ varsity soccer 

team and the girls’ varsity basketball team both brought home first place trophies, and will 

most likely get a new banner for the wall in the gym. 

Tickets are $3 per student or $10 per family. Plan to come out and join the fun! 
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Waxing poetic 
4th grade wax museum coolest idea ever! 

 by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 

S everal weeks ago, the 4th grade intro-

duced the academy to a very special new 

event … their first ever wax museum.  

The students in the class worked on dis-

plays, lighting, costumes, and presentation. 

Mrs. Hamilton guided the visitors through the 

line with her carefully-worded cautions to 

“not touch” the displays, lest they be dam-

aged.   

“It was extremely well done, very profes-

sional,” said Miss Holt, church receptionist. 

“I was amazed at all of the detail that went 

into it. Mrs. Hamilton and her 4th graders did 

an outstanding job!” 

Elementary teachers took turns taking 

their classes through the museum room, and 

junior high and high school teachers also took 

their classes or encouraged their students to 

visit during class breaks.  

“The kids thought it was so great,” said 

Mrs. Hamilton, 4th grade teacher. “It gave 

The 4th grade students hold steady as the visitors file through the wax museum.  

them a chance to really get behind something 

and use their creativity.” 

“I liked it a lot!” said Gabrielle, 4th grade.  

“It was awesome and cool!” said Dan, 4th 

grade. 

The younger elementary classes are al-

ready looking forward to when they get to be 

in 4th grade so they too can wax poetic! 

 

Picnic Parties 
High schoolers lunch party  
by Bailey, senior 

O n Monday, June 1, the 7th through 11th 

grade classes will have their end of the 

year parties during the lunch period as well as 

the 6th period.   

“We’re going outside!” said Tyler, 8th 

grade. 

“We are ordering Chipotle and playing 

Frisbee. Hopefully spending more time eating 

then playing Frisbee,” said Jason, junior. “If 

someone forgets to bring a Frisbee, we might 

use our schoolbooks instead.” 

Each class was able to eat with their class-

mates and design their own menu. There was 

food from Popeyes, Chipotle, Five Guys and 

PotLuck.  

The junior class played “Catch Phrase” 

and many of the other students played the 

new In-Air-Nine-Square. Bro. Boyd, Mr. 

Bradford and Mrs. Darby participated in 

playing with the students. It is a new favorite 

game among the students. 

The seniors, however, did not participate 

in the school picnic parties. They went to Mr. 

Fender’s house to watch a movie and enjoy a 

pizza party. 

“I can’t wait!” said Susannah, senior. 

 “It seems like a fun opportunity to see his 

house, and enjoy pineapple pizza,” said Reid, 

senior. 

“The student council did a great job or-

ganizing this event.  It truly was a successful 

way to end the year,” said Mrs. Darby. 

Obviously, all the students of FBTA are 

quite excited for the festivities of Monday, 

and ultimately summer, which is now just a 

few days away! 

The upcoming senior class e 
njoys the great outdoors.  

Finishing strong 
Girls’ soccer team finishes second in the tournament 
by Susannah, senior 

O n May 15, the girls’ varsity soccer team 

played Evangel in the semifinal game. 

In the second half, Evangel and FBTA were 

tied 2-2, and then Elise, sophomore, scored 

the third goal to put the patriots on top. Ash-

ley, 6th grade, sealed the game with the fourth 

score.  

The game resulted in the Fairfax patriots 

beating the Evangel Eagles 4-2, and sent our 

school to the championship game the next 

day to face off against Leesburg. 

Although the girls played tough, the 

championship game ended in a disappointing 

defeat; however, second place against these 

larger schools shows the team’s heart and 

determination. The All-Tournament selec-

tions were Susannah, senior; Elise, sopho-

more; Diana, sophomore; and Amelia, fresh-

man.  

"It didn't go as expected, but we learned a 

lot as a team! Hopefully next year we will get 

that win!" said Diana. 

  

Congratulations to the girls selected for the All-
Tournament team: Susannah, Elise, Diana,  

and Amelia. 

Fun times at the Fun Fest 
Nice weather, new games, great turnout 
by Nathan, junior 

T his year’s Memorial Day was a day of 

fun and games at the Fairfax Communi-

ty Fun Fest at FBT. Beginning at 10 a.m., 

people came in flocks to participate in the 

many activities on the church grounds.  

There were cotton candy and sno cone 

machines in the gym, while the larger games 

like nine-square, bouncy house, dunk tank, 

and soccer were outside.  

“The dunk tank was super cold, but I 

loved the new things they had like the base-

ball throw and nine square,” said Hunter, 

senior, and church volunteer. “And it was a 

great day just hanging out with friends.” 

Although this is seen as a day to relax and 

enjoy some carnival-based games, it is used 

as a major outreach ministry for the childrens’ 

and adults’ programs here at church. General-

ly, over 1,200 young and old people alike 

come out to participate in this event.  

“It’s always cool seeing people working 

together to reach our community in fun ways 

like this,” said Arjuna, junior, another volun-

teer for the church. 

If you missed out on this day, come visit 

next year! There is always room for more 

volunteers, and a great family activity if you’d 

just like to enjoy some of the events held dur-

ing the day. 

Kyle, graduate of FBTA, teaches the younger kids the 
rules of nine-square — variation of the  

childhood game foursquare.  
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Yearbook 
presentation 
… and one 
more thing! 
Students enjoy the social media 
aspect of the yearbooks 
by Annie, junior 

A t the beginning of 8th period, Thursday, 

May 21, students started to fill the audi-

torium for FBTA’s 2015 yearbook presenta-

tion. The senior high orchestra played “Dead 

Man’s Chest” while everyone took their 

seats. After a few opening remarks, Mr. 

Bradford introduced the orchestra’s next per-

formance, “Pirates of the Caribbean: Sym-

phonic Suite.”  

“I really enjoyed when the orchestra 

played. I recognized the music almost imme-

diately,” said Mr. Fender.  

To get everyone pumped up for the big 

reveal, the student body was treated to the 

now annual end-of-year video from the jour-

nalism class. The music included selections 

from movie themes, the Little Einsteins, and 

a beautiful voice recording of Miss Audrey 

singing “Friends,” while photos of the senior 

class floated on the screen. As usual, every-

one grinned, laughed, and even cried at the 

memories held in the photos.  

“I liked the music choices for the 

slideshow. It was awesome!” said Arianna, 

sophomore.  

 After the musical interlude, Jenneth, sen-

ior and yearbook editor, gave the yearbook 

reveal, using the big screens in the auditorium 

to unfold the exciting features of the new 

yearbook. Using a pacing Steve Job’s format, 

Jenneth made the presentation both suspense-

ful and satisfying. She explained the integra-

tion of the social media component to help us 

remember how we communicate in 2015, and 

how the QR codes printed in the book will 

show video clips when you scan them with 

your phone.  

“I could tell the presentation was Apple-

inspired. It was really good!” said Arjuna, 

junior and Apple-lover.  

 After mentioning that there was “one 

more thing,” the yearbook staff went to the 

platform for the dedication presentation. Af-

ter reading the dedication, Jenneth announced 

the dedicatee to be Miss Quinlan, who was 

deeply honored by the recognition.  

Mrs. Dyck thanked the journalism staff as 

they went to the back to hand out the year-

books to all the classes and students, and the 

students immediately launched into a vigor-

ous yearbook signing campaign.  

Chocolate 
chip cookies 
with coconut 
oil 
Healthy cookies kids love 
by Carlie, sophomore 

T hese cookies will satisfy your sweet 

tooth without all the guilt. This recipe 

takes about 15 minutes to prep and 12 

minutes to bake. It serves 15-18 cookies and 

is dairy free with the exception of the choco-

late chips. 

 

Ingredients: 

6 tablespoons coconut oil 

1/2 cup brown sugar 

1/4 cup sugar 

1 egg 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 cup + 2 tablespoons flour 

1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

3/4 cups chocolate chips 

 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Beat solid coconut oil and sugars well 

then mix in egg and vanilla. 

In a separate bowl, mix flour, baking 

powder, and salt. Add half of the dry ingre-

dients to the wet and mix until wet. Add the 

remaining ingredients and continue mixing 

until combined, then fold in chocolate chips. 

Scoop 2 tablespoon spoonfuls of dough 

onto sheet, about 2 inches apart. Bake for 

about 12 minutes or until bottoms start to 

brown. 

Enjoy! 

Swap Shop 
 

T he FBTA Swap Shop is in need 

of your used academy uniforms.  

If you are graduating, are moving 

from elementary to junior high, or if 

you just grew seven inches in one 

year, the office would love to have 

your donated uniforms for new fami-

lies to use.  

Please see Mrs. Niggl in the acade-

my office if you have uniforms or 

P.E. shirts to donate. Thank you! 

Donate your used 
books to FBTA! 
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 

F BTA is collecting book donations throughout the summer for our 

used book sale in August. If you have any books to donate, please 

bring them to the academy office throughout the summer.  

Books that can be used will be processed into our library, and dupli-

cations or other books that are not sold at the sale are able to be traded 

in at McKay Used Books and 2nd & Charles bookstores for credit to-

ward purchasing books that are needed. 

Last year, nearly 800 books were donated or purchased and pro-

cessed into our academy library. Among them were a large batch of 

updated science books from Answers in Genesis and several dinosaur 

books by Ken Ham, so your donations were much appreciated! Second graders enjoy checking out books during their library time.  

The journalism class is a 

“selected-elective” class. If you are 

interested in signing up for the year-

book or newspaper staff next school 

year, please talk to the school office 

or Mrs. Dyck and fill out an  

application for consideration.  

Miss Audrey’s elementary music class pops into the academy office for a quick performance  
and delivers a beautiful impromptu song to the office staff.  

Mr. Bradford’s junior high Bible man-
ners luncheon was held on Friday,  

May 29, as their class’s final exam.  

The students were a little nervous try-
ing to eat a fancy dinner for a grade, 

but they all did very well.  

 
Right: Daniel, 7th grade,  

confidently picks up the correct  

utensil for dessert.  

Using musical talents to be a blessing 

Junior high manners exam  

 

Church -wide Community  

Saturday,  June 20   7am  

Jenneth, senior, gives a “Steve Jobs” yearbook 
presentation to the student body.  



Speech class “takes a 
stab” at drama 
Junior high speech class presents a play based on 
a murder mystery 

by Haven, sophomore 

O n Tuesday, May 26, the 7th and 8th 

grade speech class had the opportunity 

to host a Murder Mystery Dinner for their 

families and close friends. The students excit-

edly worked hard to have the performance 

ready for their guests, and they got to improve 

on their speaking and acting skills through 

this event. The students were especially grate-

ful toward Mrs. Darby, their creative speech 

teacher who put extreme amounts of time, 

thought, and effort into this special night.  

The speech class began working toward 

this performance as soon as the ODACS com-

petitions ended. They met only twice a 

week—once every Monday and Friday—so 

the speech class had to use their time wisely 

and work hard with every minute of the class 

period.   

The performance was an adaptation of the 

novel Murder on the Orient Express in which 

a man is suspiciously stabbed one night on a 

train. The students were instructed to impro-

vise while they acted, which created an even 

more relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. 

Friends and family enjoyed a delicious dinner 

before the play began, and students interacted 

with their guests in character. 

The junior high girls particularly enjoyed 

being able to dress up in fancy costumes and 

have their hair and makeup done to perfec-

tion for their performance.  

“We had a lot of fun preparing for the 

murder mystery dinner!” said Sarah, 8th 

grade. “The best part was all the fun accesso-

ries and clothing we got to wear. Mackenzie 

and Diana did a great job with the hair and 

makeup.” 

The overall feedback from guests was that 

it was a marvelous evening to relax and enjoy 

watching their children. The Murder Mystery 

Dinner was even described as “one of the 

best nights performed by FBTA students!” 

This dinner and performance was a huge 

success, and will hopefully, be repeated in 

the future. 

“I hope we get to do it again sometime 

because it was such a fun learning experience 

where we got to act and dress up,” said Hart, 

8th grade. “It was great improvising practice 

too!” 

The junior high speech class “owned the 

night” by making their performance fun, 

entertaining, and energetic for all guests. The 

Murder Mystery Dinner was a perfect event 

to be enjoyed by all ages, and it is an event 

that families and friends would like to attend 

again in years to come.   
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Last Stop: Murder  
by Mrs. Darby, Director 

T he FBTA junior high speech students 

are passengers on the luxurious Oriental 

Express. The passengers, several unsavory 

characters, are almost certainly up to no 

good. No one knows whom they can trust; 

everyone seems to have an ulterior motive. 

The introductions begin and lead to ACT 

ONE: dinner in the dining car.  

Friends and family members get to enjoy 

their dinner (and dessert donated by Safeway) 

in the dining car. Dinner ends with the victim 

getting an envelope that signals the beginning 

of ACT TWO, where the passengers are es-

corted to their sleeping cars. Unexpectedly, 

the train is snowed in and one of the passen-

gers is murdered; the victim was found 

stabbed to death. Fortunately, the famous 

detective and his assistant are on board to 

aide in solving the murder. 

ACT THREE: The interview begins. Dur-

ing the interview, a theft is committed. It is in 

the interview that the plot is revealed, ex-

plaining why there are so many people on the 

train that know each other. Our story revolves 

around the kidnap and murder of a young girl 

named Daisy Armstrong. Who really did kill 

the victim? One thing we know for sure: more 

than one person is involved. 

The junior high speech class worked hard 

on this production. As their speech teacher, I 

could not be prouder of their efforts. It was a 

joy to watch the parents’ expressions as their 

children performed. It truly was a night that 

will be remembered for a long time.  

A special thank you to Nelson Terrazas for 

cooking, Mackenzie and Diana for makeup, 

Kim Wise for helping with the entire pro-

gram, Wade Peltier for being the famous de-

tective, Samuel Bradford helping with set up, 

Chris and Laura Snyder for setting up the 

photo booth and camera, and to all the parents 

for coming and helping clean up. 

Overall, we LOVED the night! The length 

was perfect, the characters were great, and the 

plot twist actually surprised us. We thank the 

Lord for giving us a wonderful way to spend 

a fun night with friends and family! 

Chapter next 
W e are always sad to see our beloved 

teachers moving on to retirement, and 

this year is no exception. Mrs. Groover will be 

retiring after teaching at FBTA for 14 years 

and teaching here and overseas for a total of 

35 years. During those years she taught 6th 

grade, junior high history and English, and 

upper level English.  

Special presentations and projects made 

her history class very memorable to the stu-

dents. Her special love is junior high English. 

She has been responsible for giving many 7th 

and 8th graders a solid foundation in grammar 

and writing — all of this done in her beautiful 

Southern accent and with very funny observa-

tions. 

Even more important, Mrs. Groover is 

deeply concerned about the spiritual develop-

ment of her students. She is very firm when it 

comes to behavior and study habits, but she 

also shows great love and concern for each 

student. They know they are loved, and they 

love her very much. She will be greatly 

missed. 

Mrs. Davis will also be retiring this year. 

Mrs. Davis has taught many classes at FBTA 

including K4, K5, 3rd grade, and 5th grade. 

She has also been a teacher’s aide at FBTA 

for the K5 class and for the 3rd through 6th 

grades.  

Mrs. Davis has an overflowing servant’s 

heart. She served in the nursery ministry at 

FBT for 30 years and was also a member of 

the choir for many years. She gives of herself 

in many different areas, and she does it quiet-

ly and without fanfare. She makes many 

meals for those in our church who are sick 

and hurting, and has given much financially to 

help many people in our FBT family. She is 

most likely still planning on being around 

next year, helping in any way she can, making 

the transition easier on the rest of us who will 

miss her! 

Mrs. Groover 

Mrs. Davis 

Remember what you have 
learned this school year and  

have a wonderful 

summer!  
  

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 

and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 

them; 

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 

which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 

which is in Christ Jesus. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profita-

ble for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: 

That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 

unto all good works. 


