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Disconnect to connect
The senior trip to the WILDS
by Millie, senior

On May 2, at 7 a.m., eleven overly-ex-
cited seniors set off on a nine-hour 

bus ride to the WILDS Christian Camp in 
NC, with chaperones Mr. and Mrs. Peltier 
and Miss Quinlan. Hours later, after taking a 
picture by the iconic WILDS sign, the time 
had come for them to disconnect and all turn 
in their phones for the week.

“I really enjoyed turning off my phone 
and being able to get closer to my class,” said 
Arjuna. “It made me realize how blessed I am 
to have such amazing classmates.”

Throughout the week, the senior class 
made amazing memories filled with laughter 
and truly had experiences they will never for-
get. After a week filled with good food, lots 
of fun, and thought-provoking messages, the 
seniors reflected on the time spent together. 

“One of my favorite parts of the trip was 
when our class went to the Summit,” said 
Mackenzie. “It was challenging and funny 
when everyone kept messing up.”

“It was honestly such an amazing trip!” 
said Hope. “Our class made so many memo-
ries and laughed more than anything else we 
did. The bus rides were awesome, and we had 
great chaperones! My favorite part is how we 
had a lot of free time and sometimes it felt 
like we had the camp to ourselves”

The spiritual aspect is one of the things 
that stood out the most throughout the 
week. With a service every night, a chapel 
message every morning, and personal devo-
tion time, the class had the opportunity to  
make many personal decisions. 

“I loved the messages because they were 
really good reinforcers to the basics of Chris-
tian living that kind of get lost when we get 
busy with life,” said Annie. “I’m so glad I got 
to go with my class and make so many mem-
ories with them!”

With the school year winding down for 
the seniors, it is always a highlight to end the 
year on a strong note. Seniors will never for-
get the memories they made at the WILDS.

Square crowns  
and blue gowns
Seniors dress the part
by Nathan, senior

Six months . . . 8 weeks . . . 15 days . . . 
24 hours! The countdown is coming to a 

close as graduation draws nearer and nearer. 
The kindergarteners will be graduating 

on Wednesday, June 1, at 7:00 p.m., and the 
high school seniors will be graduating Sun-
day afternoon, June 5, at 3:00 p.m. 

The event that proved how close grad-
uation really is was the cap and gown pic-
tures. Suiting up in graduation apparel really 
makes one think about how far he has come. 
For some, it was eye-opening. 

“It was kind of a shock!” said Veronica, 
senior. “I just couldn’t believe that I was a 
senior. This was it.”

“I had a flashback to when I was little and 
told myself I’d never graduate,” said David, 
senior. 

For others it was a time full of fluctuating 
emotions. 

“I was both excited and nostalgic. I was 
so excited because cap and gown pictures 
mean we are almost done with school, but 
I was also nostalgic because our class has so 
many memories and we will be moving on 
to new steps in our lives,” said Annie, senior. 

“I am so excited to graduate now! This is 
the culmination of all this work we’ve put in 
since we were children, so it’s very exciting!” 
said Mackenzie, senior, with a grin. 

Once you see the seniors all decked in 
blue, you’ll know their time at FBTA is com-
ing to an end. Looking to the future we will 
all  part ways, but the pictures and memo-
ries we made will never be forgotten. To 
those coming back next year, your time will 
come, and before you know it, you’ll be in 
your gown as well. Make the most of every 
moment!

The seniors pause on their way to the Summit for a quick memory shot.

The beginning of the end: Seniors pose by the iconic senior trip sign.
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Jr. high speech class has 
a killer performance
Murder mystery performance by junior high 
was a success!

Sing Unto the Lord!
Music springs forth to life

The combined groups from elementary and Jr. and Sr. High have a fabulous time singing and playing music.

by Enoch, sophomore

The elementary and secondary school stu-
dents gathered for one last musical per-

formance at 7 pm on Tuesday, May 17. This 
spring concert featured a variety of songs 
from classical to sacred and even several fun 
ones like movie themes. 

“I thought it was a good summary of our 
year musically, and it highlighted some of 
our Nationals participants,” said Mrs. Castil-
la, orchestra conductor. “I was really thankful 
that we got to perform some fun music in the 
program.” 

Many different groups performed that 
night. The preschool and elementary start-
ed off with several sacred songs such as “All 
Things Bright and Beautiful” and the ele-
mentary orchestra presented the “Star Wars” 
theme song. An elementary group played 
their recorders along with several percussion 
instruments, and several ODACS winners 
sang and played in the concert. Next, the ju-
nior and senior high orchestras combined to 
play the “Mission: Impossible” theme song, 
while the senior high orchestra followed with 
“Jupiter: Bringer of Jollity.” The combined 
choirs finished with a selection of sacred 
songs including “I Thank You, Lord” at the 
end.  

“I loved the variety of our spring concert 
this year; it was great to have all the movie 
themes,” said Mrs. Peterbark, choir director. 
“The choir selections really highlighted why 
music is so important to us and why it is im-
portant to praise the Lord.” 

Many people enjoyed their experience 
and the concert afterwards.

 “I enjoyed the orchestra and choir be-
cause it was a lot of fun,” said Holden, 7th 
grade.

“The spring concert was fun. We all did 
better than we thought we would,” said Ca-
leb, freshman.

“It was great to praise the Lord,” said Ty-
ler, freshman.

 “It was definitely better than I thought 
it would be at the tech review,” said Connor, 
freshman.

“I thought it was great! The choir really 
did a good job!” said Nathan, freshman.

The concert was an excellent opportunity 
to sing unto the Lord. As Psalm 33:3-4 says, 
“Sing unto him a new song; play skillfully 
with a loud noise. For the word of the Lord 
is right and all his works are done in truth.” 

by Hart Zakaria, freshman

On Friday, May 13, the junior high 
speech class put on a performance 

about a murder mystery on a cruise ship.
“It was a lot of fun, but I would have liked 

it to be a little longer,” said Julia, 7th grade.
The students got into their characters by 

putting on costumes and masks and talking 
in different accents.

“I loved the outfits and masks,” said 
Jayden, 7th grade.

After the delicious meal fit for first-class 
passengers, the characters began putting on 
different performances that entertained each 
parent and student.

“My favorite part was when I did my 
magic tricks,” said Joshua, 8th grade. “Every-

one thought I was using a string to make the 
cup float, but I wasn’t.”

After the murder was discovered, the en-
tire ship started panicking and arguing with 
other passengers over who was the murderer. 

“I loved getting into character when I was 
killed,” said John, 8th grade.

After the criminals (Soriya and Haston) 
were found out by Daniel and Andrew, the 
parents and kids enjoyed the rest of their des-
serts and took awesome photos at the photo 
booth, courtesy of Mr. Snyder.

“My favorite part was the delicious food 
and coffee punch,” said Caleb, 7th grade.

“I loved the memories I made with my 
friends,” said Kiersten.

A year in review
FBTA receives 2016 yearbooks
by Connor, freshman

Receiving the FBTA yearbooks and at-
tending the dedication ceremony signals 

that the end of the year is near. 
On May 19, a 18-minute video presenta-

tion was presented to the entire student body 
and faculty to recount the year-in-review. 
The video was complete with miscellaneous 
pictures of the students as well as field trips, 
holidays, and sports.

“It was a nice video. I mean, like, there 
was a small technical difficulty but, still, it 
was good,” said Jay, 8th grade.

“It was really nice, and it brought back 
a lot of memories,” said Nathan, freshman. 

After the slideshow presentation, Victo-
ria, senior, announced that Bro. Gary Boyd 
would be our 2016 yearbook dedicatee.

“I was totally shocked, but very happy. It 

was a great honor, and it was nice to receive 
that from the kids,” said Bro. Boyd, minister 
of youth.

At the end of the slideshow presentation, 
the student body received their 2016 year-
books. 

“I really like it. It’s sleek, and it’s very 
nice,” said Nathan, describing his yearbook.

“It has a really nice hard cover feel to it, 
which not a lot of yearbooks have actually,” 
said Payton, freshman.

Now that the school year is over, summer 
is finally here. No one will have to come to 
school for another three months! So let’s en-
joy summer while it lasts because before we 
know it, most of us will be back. But until 
then, see ya, FBTA!

Thank you to the Snyders for bringing the photo booth and for taking pictures; also to the 
Vieras for donating all the beautiful balloons. 

Special thanks to Nathan for being our captain; Ariana and Hart for everything they did 
behind the scenes; Mackenzie, Diana and Estefania for helping the girls with their make-up; 
and Mrs. DeGuzman for helping in the kitchen. 

This project was truly a result of a lot of people working hard together as a team. Junior 
Speech class, well done!     —Mrs. Darby, speech teacher

Standing room only in the halls before the performance.

The cast and crew pose for a group shot after the performance. 

JT Rodriguez, 8th grade; Andrew Castilla, 7th grade; and Alyssa Rojas, 8th grade.  

Mrs. Castilla, orchestra director, leads the senior orchestra in playing the 
“Mission: Impossible” theme song.  
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Mother’s Day breakfast
A special time of family…
by Caleb, freshman

The K3 and K4 students had the privilege 
to bring their mothers to the fellowship 

hall for breakfast during school on the Friday 
before Mother’s Day — and, as a bonus, only 
had to stay for a half day of school. 

“The kids made some beaded necklac-
es that said ‘Number One Mom,’ and they 
made a card for their moms,” said Mrs. 
Vasquez, K4 teacher. “They sang some songs, 
had a coloring contest, and ate yogurt, do-
nuts, fruits, juice, and muffins.”

Mrs. Vasquez put together a great video 
presentation with photos of all of the students 
doing their preschool activities throughout 
the day. They loved seeing themselves on the 
big screen. 

All the students had fun eating food 
and introducing their moms to some of 
their friends. The moms all had a great time 
talking with each other while the kids were 
working on their coloring contest. 

It was a great time for the kids and moth-
ers alike, and the kids were able to leave 
school early due to the half day. What a steal!

Two teachers to the new frontier
Miss Quinlan and 
Mrs. Páez move 
on to their next 
phase of ministry
by Annie, senior

As the school year comes to a 
close with students eagerly 

anticipating summer and seniors 
getting ready for college, two teachers are 
preparing to move on to the next chapter of 
God’s plan for their lives. Miss Quinlan and 
Mrs. Páez have been diligent and faithful in 
their duties at Farifax Baptist Temple Acade-
my, both going well beyond the call of duty 
in the love and knowledge they have poured 
into their students. 

“[I hope to leave behind the legacy that] 
I loved learning and I did my best. I hope to 
have imparted to the students the necessity 
of diligent, hard work,” said Miss Quinlan. 

After teaching for six years, Miss Quinlan 
is moving to Pensacola, FL, to be an educa-
tional consultant for A Beka Book. 

“My primary goal in this new position is 
to help and encourage other classroom teach-
ers and home educators,” said Miss Quinlan. 

Although Miss Quinlan is soon leaving to 
teach others, the students left behind will not 
soon forget the impact that she has had on 
them in their grammar, writing, literature, 
and spiritual life.

“Miss Quinlan has taught me many 
things that apply to much more than just the 
classroom. She taught me to be diligent, to 
use my time wisely, and to analyze a situation 
or a piece of literature. I never leave her class-
room feeling unsatisfied. I can honestly say 
that she is one of the best teachers I have ever 
had,” said Arjuna, senior. 

Another teacher moving to the next part 
of God’s will is Mrs. Páez.

“We will be serving at Iglesia Bautista Be-
tel (Bethel Baptist Church-Spanish ministry) 
in Hampton, VA,” said Mrs. Páez. “Mr. Páez 
has accepted the position as the Spanish pas-
tor, while I will be helping out in anything 
that needs to be done. We will both be pray-
ing we see more souls saved and the Spanish 
work grow for the glory of God.”  

Just like Miss Quinlan, Mrs. Páez will 
be leaving behind loving students that have 
gained much under her teaching. After 
teaching third grade, 3rd-6th grade Span-
ish, and Spanish 3, Mrs. Páez’s range extends 
throughout the years.  

“I will miss the children most of all; these 
are my children. Every year I’ve gotten to get 
to know a new group. No two days are ever 
the same,” said Mrs. Páez. 

Not only will she miss the students, but 
the students will miss her just as much.

“I loved Mrs. Páez’s parties, and I will 
miss her so much!” said Gabby, 4th grade. 

Miss Quinlan and Mrs. Páez, you have 
both been a tremendous blessing to this 
school and the students who attend. We are 
all sad you are leaving, but we are happy that 
you are both following the Lord’s will for 
your lives. You have touched lives that will 
never be the same because of you, and for 
that we thank you so much. We are praying 
for you and the new ministries you will be 
involved in! 

Miss Quinlan Mrs. Páez

Elementary Field Day

Swap Shop
The FBTA Swap Shop is in need of 

your used academy uniforms. 
If you are graduating, are moving 

from elementary to junior high, or if 
you just grew seven inches in one year, 
the office would love to have your do-
nated uniforms for new families to use.

Please see Mrs. Niggl in the acade-
my office if you have uniforms or P.E. 
shirts to donate. Thank you!

After being rained out the week before, 
the 4th through 6th graders were finally 

able to enjoy their field day on Tuesday, May 
10. Thankfully, it was an overcast day, with 
no rain until late that afternoon.

The Fairfax girls’ relay team came in first 
place, and the boys took second. Charity, 
Gabby, Kylen, Amy, and Gabrielle all rib-
boned in their races; and Heath came in first 
place for both of his running events. Charity 
and Heath both came in second place for the 
softball throw; Kylen and Heath came in first 
for the broad jump, with Charity coming in 
a close second. 

Fairfax brought home the second place 
trophy, it was a beautiful day, and no one was 
sunburned due to the heavy cloud coverage. 
Congratulations!

Kobe, Isaiah, and Jonathan 
gear up for the race.

Mrs. Page hands out a  
first place ribbon to  
Kylen, 6h grade.

Sports  
banquet
Don’t miss the Sports Banquet on June 2, 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. 
The academy coaches and staff will be recog-
nizing the students who have played sports 
for Fairfax this year.

“We’re having hot dogs, barbecue pork 
sandwiches, potato salad, tossed salad, 
baked beans, and cookies,” said Mrs. Darby. 

“Sounds good, doesn’t it?”
After the meal, there is time to reminisce 

about the highlights of the sports year. The 
coaches will present the awards for most im-
proved, a captain’s award, athletic director 
award, and the players’ choice award. 

Tickets are $3 per student or $10 per 
family. Plan to come out and join the fun!

Donate your used 
books to FBTA!
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

FBTA is collecting book donations 
throughout the summer for our used 

book sale in August. If you have any books to 
donate, please bring them in!

Books that can be used will be processed 
into our library, and duplications or other 
books that are not sold at the sale are able to 
be traded in for book credit toward purchas-
ing books that are needed.

Every little bit helps! Thank you for your 
donations!

Mr. Gleb gets ready  
to start the races.
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One team, one dream
Fairfax girls’ soccer team’s glorious game
by Victoria, senior

Friday, May 20, was a day to remember. 
In glorious seventy-eight degree weath-

er, the Lady Patriots stormed the semi-finals 
game held against Faith, at Leesburg Chris-
tian School. 

Over the extraordinarily short season, 
Faith Baptist School in Fredericksburg had 
backed out of both games with Fairfax. 
Therefore, Fairfax coach, Mr. Leonard, let 
the team know that there was no holding 
back. The girls marched onto the field with 
no worries, only confidence and the commit-
ment to work hard with each other. 

“I feel like we didn’t think we would do as 
well as we did! It was a good self-confidence 
booster. A lot of the younger girls got to play, 
which was great,” said Julie, freshman.

Every player worked together to pound 
goals down the field and into the net. Thanks 
to Carlie, Maya, Alyssa, and Elise, the score 
astounded all by half-time at 12-2. The game 

resumed for twenty minutes. After the allot-
ted time, Mr. Zakarias walked onto the field, 
stopped the game, and pronounced Fairfax 
the winner of the Virginia state semifinals. 

“I thought the team atmosphere in the 
Faith game was really great and definitely 
positive! We really played as a team and won 
15-2. I was really excited to win, and every-
body got to play in that game, which was an-
other plus!” said Alexis, junior.

That evening, the girls sang and cheered 
all the way home. The only interruption was 
for a celebratory dinner at Chick-fil-A. Fri-
day’s game went down as the most epic win 
since the Lady Patriots won the state finals 
in 2010. 

“It was a pretty simple game. I knew that 
we had a bigger challenge coming, but it was 
a good game for us,” said Amelia, sophomore.

Special thanks to all the team members 
for a wonderful season, and to God for the 
ability to play.

Let freedom ring
The FBTA students ring in the summer
by Carlie Mitchell, junior

As the 2015-2016 school year comes to a 
close, the FBTA students anxiously await 

what the upcoming summer has to offer them. 
For some, summer is either a chance to pre-
pare for college, make some extra money, or 
get a few credits out of the way.

Ben Adewale, junior, plans on using his 
summer to prepare for the future. 

“I plan on going to the University of Vir-
ginia in July to take some classes, but if that 
falls through, I will probably just intern some-
where,” said Ben.

For others, summer is either a time of free-
dom, a long vacation from school work, or a 
time to catch up with friends and family.

“This summer I am mainly planning to 
go to Egypt,” said Liza Fam, 8th grade. “I am 
most excited to finally reunite with family and 
friends that I haven’t seen in a long time.” 

“My plans for the summer include go-
ing to the Wilds, going to Niagara Falls and 
Canada, and having fun with my friends for 
the last few weeks I’m here,” said Garrett 
Amos, freshman.

“I’m excited about the fact that this sum-
mer I get to go to Disney World and go on a 
Disney cruise. Also, our family will be mov-
ing into a new house that is closer to school 
around the end of July,” said Ashley Tripp, 
7th grade.

Students are thrilled for summer to be-
gin for a countless amount of reasons, and 
these are just a few. As the bells signaling the 
end to exam periods ring one by one, the 
FBTA journalism staff wishes you a happy 
summer and a congratulations for finishing 
this year off strongly. Enjoy your summer 
and your time with family and friends!

Junior high news
Newspaper project a success
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

The 7th grade students successfully com-
pleted a newspaper project for their 

computer class, under the direction of Mr. 
Gleb. They used Publisher to add photos and 

text, and designed it all to fit the large tabloid 
paper size. 

All good training for high school journal-
ism class! Mrs. Dyck will be keeping an eye 
out for these talented students. 

Seventh grade students 
impress themselves with 

their creativity and  
technical ability.

Congratulations! 
Student Council and Class Reps for 2016-2017

Ben, President
Enoch, Vice President
Diana, Secretary
Carlie, Treasurer

Alexis, 12th Grade Rep
Jessica, 11th Grade Rep
Connor, 10th Grade Rep
Haston, 9th Grade Rep
Holden, 8th Grade Rep
Charity, 7th Grade Rep

So many announcements!

Junior high 
etiquette 
luncheon
Making the grade

After a year learning about manners and 
etiquette, the junior high was literally 

put to the test at a special luncheon. Mr. 
Bradford walked around making mental 
notes for his gradebook, but the students 
thought that being able to eat their way 
through an exam made this one the best ever! 

Awards Program
Wed., June 1, in the church auditorium
 Elementary Awards from 8:15 a.m. - 
9:00 a.m., Secondary from 9:00 a.m.- 9:30 
a.m. 

K-5 Graduation
Wed., June 1 - 7:00 p.m. in the church audi-
torium
 A special program showcasing all the 
achievements of our K-5 class as well as grad-
uation exerces for the class. This will be part 
of FBT’s evening church service. Congratula-
tions FBTA Class of 2028!

Athletic Award’s Dinner
Thurs., June 2 - 6:30 p.m. Dinner and Awards 
in the Family Life Center (Gym)
 Jr. varsity and varsity athletic awards will 
be presented that evening.  Tickets are avail-
able in the academy office for a cost of $3 per 
student or $10 maximum per family.  Tick-
ets need to be purchased by Tues, May 31

High School Graduation
Sun., June 5 - 3:00 p.m., in the church audi-
torium
 Immediately after the service, everyone 
is invited to attend a reception honoring the 
graduates in the Family Life Center.

Have a great summer!
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Thanks to 
our staff
by Mrs. Dyck, advisor

Thank you to the journalism class for 
all of the hard work they have done on 

the yearbook and newspaper this year. Even 
those who didn’t think they enjoyed writing 
have improved so much, and the yearbook 
continues to get better every year. 

I know the deadlines were tough, and the 
pressure during ODACS was intense, but 
you all produced a great product. I appreci-
ate the perseverance, and I know our readers 
do as well. Have a great summer!

A formal to remember
The teens enjoy an annual formal dinner in honor of the seniors
by Hope, senior 

As girls put on their last swipe of lipstick, 
and the boys tied their ties, the FBTeens 

got ready for a long night of spectacular food 
and beautiful views. The annual teen ban-
quet in honor of the seniors on May 27 was 
for all 10th through 12th graders. Although 
the weather was up in the numbers with 70% 
humidity, fun was had by all.   

“Even though it was really hot, I still had 
a great time! Probably the best senior dinner 
we’ve ever had,” said Arjuna, senior. 

After dinner at Maggiano’s Little Italy in 
Tysons Corner, the teens got in a few separate 
cars and headed to National Harbor at sun-
set. One of the main attractions at National 
Harbor was the Capital Wheel.

“Although the Ferris wheel was very scary, 
it was a beautiful scene of the buildings and 
lights of National Harbor,” said Jacqueline, 
sophomore. 

“For those that didn’t want to go on 
the Ferris wheel, we got to walk around the 
streets of the National Harbor and visit the 

Gaylord hotel which was really fancy,” said 
Nathan, senior. “We went to the top floor 
at the hotel and saw an amazing view of the 
gardens and the fountains which was higher 
than the Ferris wheel itself.” 

The Senior Banquet of 2016 was truly 
one that we will never forget. A huge ‘thank 
you’ to  Bro. and Mrs. Boyd, and the other 
chaperones that took us there and made this 
event so amazing!

The journalism class is a “selected- 
elective” class. If you are interested in 
signing up for the yearbook or newspa-
per staff next school year, please talk to 
the school office or Mrs. Dyck and fill 
out an application for consideration.

A “thank you” to Bro. and Mrs. Boyd  
for organizing and hosting the teen banquet.


