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Stress to the test 
Elementary students claim third place in the 
ODACS regional competition Mission: Completed

Students performed well at the state level
by Arianna, junior 

The third quarter is a time of stress and 
hard work — all leading up to the day 

of State ODACS. It is when Level 2 compet-
itors found out if they were the best in the 
state, and Level 3 competitors found out if 
they were headed to the national competi-
tion at Bob Jones University in Greenville, 
SC.

At this year’s state competition, FBTA 
brought a lot of categories to compete against 
the other schools in the state. 

“There are no words to explain it: price-
less. Every year it is priceless!” said Mrs. Dar-
by, ODACS regional coordinator. “There is a 
purpose for everything. Our school spirit was 
addicting, and I think others from different 
schools even felt that. I want every one to 
know that I am proud, win or lose, so long 
as you did your best. Know that I am happy 
and the Lord is too.”

Junior high Level 2 competition consists 
of 7th through 9th graders. They get to com-
pete at the state level, but do not move on 
to the national level. Winning first place for 
any category is a big deal for a competitor, 
especially Level 2. 

“It was really exciting to win first place 
at State for my piano solo,” said Hart, fresh-
man. “It made me feel like all my hard work 
had paid off!” 

Our music categories brought a lot of 
tough competition, and our Level 3 all-girls 
choral group won first at State and headed 
to national competition for the third year in 
a row. 

“I was super excited to go to Nationals 
knowing that it was our third time and we 
had the potential of winning three times in 

a row,” said Mrs. Peterbark, choral director. 
“I am always shocked and amazed when they 
call our names, and I am thankful to the 
Lord.”

Not only our choral group made it Na-
tionals, but our small instrumental ensemble, 
classical piano duet, and two instrumental 
soloists went to compete down at BJU for 
this year’s national competition.

Our music categories, however, did not 
travel down alone. Our academic, preaching, 
and speech categories won at the state level 
and got to move on to the national compe-
tition. Alexis, Enoch, Timothy, and Ricky all 
traveled down to South Carolina to compete 
in their specific categories. 

“I had been feeling sick the whole week, 
but I felt even worse the night before State, 
and I went to the doctor the next day,” said 
Enoch, sophomore. “However, finding out I 
won for science fair and small instrumental 
ensemble was a great blessing, even though I 
wasn’t able to stay for the award ceremony.”

“I was so shocked and surprised to win 
small instrumental,” said Alexis, junior. 
“Enoch was really sick, and we were kind of 
unfocused right before we played, but we did 
our best and we won! We have been practic-
ing a lot, and I am super excited to be bring-
ing my flute to nationals!”

Practices have been long, and the nation-
al competition is always tough. Keeping the 
competitors in your prayers throughout the 
months of March and April will help them as 
they prepare for competition to represent our 
school well and do all things for His glory.

Senior High girls wait for the next performance.

by Hart, freshman

Elementary students competed in the 
ODACS (Old Dominion of Church 

Schools) fine arts regional competition on 
Feb. 28 and claimed third place in the north-
ern region. 

Preparing for the competition was a lot of 
work. Mrs. Darby, Mrs. Duerksen, and Mrs. 
Lewis helped out with all the art projects; 
Mrs. Deguzman helped prepare some Bible 
category students; Bro. Boyd helped the boys 
prepare their messages in the preaching cate-
gories; Mrs. Peterbark conducted all the sing-
ing groups; and Mrs. Castilla coached the in-
strumentalists and instrumental groups. 

“My favorite part of the ODACS day 
was looking at all the art,” said Aislinn, 4th 
grade. “I also loved all the cheering during 
the awards ceremony.”

“I am really thankful for Bro. Boyd’s help 
in preparing my message,” said Zachary, 4th 
grade. “ODACS is cool and fun.” 

As the day approached, the students 
worked harder on their art pieces, speeches, 

and musical solos. Even though it is a lot of 
work, it paid off in better ways than just win-
ning a ribbon. Students learned to work hard, 
handle pressure, and keep their nerves under 
control. 

“I was really happy when I won first place 
in my watercolor!” said Gabby, 4th grade.

Students gave a lot of advice for future 
ODACS competitors.

“Don’t faint while you are saying your 
speech,” said Amy, 6th grade, with a little hu-
mor.

“Always have your piece ready way be-
fore ODACS so you will do your best,” said 
Heath, 6th grade, a little more seriously.

Even from an early age, students can get 
excited about ODACS and learn to work 
hard, handle results that might not be desired, 
learn to have good sportsmanship, and learn 
to set goals.  

Elementary choir warms up 
before their performance.

Bible Jump quizzers start off the day with confidence.

Above: Pastor and Mrs. Kenny Baldwin hug their son, 
after his vocal solo performance.

Right: Heath, 6th grade, prepares to 
give his topical message. 
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