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Turkey talk  
& thankfulness
Students and teachers 
enjoy a 3½-day break 
for Thanksgiving
by Carlie M, junior

On Nov. 24 at 12:15 p.m., the final school 
bell rang, releasing the students and 

teachers from a long stretch of school days. 
Thanksgiving break was officially underway, 
and the excitement of relaxation, good food, 
and seeing family was clearly in the air.

“I was super hyped to eat and watch foot-
ball!” said Amelia, sophomore.

Several students and teachers had fun 
things planned and traditions to carry out 
this Thanksgiving.

“My plans are usually the same every year. 
We spend it with some of our family that 
lives near because we never travel for Thanks-
giving,” said Cindy, freshman. “My mom 
loves to cook, so every year she makes this 
huge feast for all of the family, and I usually 
gain about ten pounds,” she continued.

“My family is local, and my brother is 
coming to town with a very special interna-

tional guest,” gushed Miss Peterbark, music 
conductor and teacher. The Peterbark family 
certainly feasted on the holiday and enjoyed 
tons of time with family.

“My mom’s side of the family goes to my 
grandmother’s house, and then we have an-
other Thanksgiving with my dad’s side of the 
family,” said Julie, freshman.

Many students had memories of previ-
ous Thanksgivings. Thanksgiving originated 
for the purpose of thanking the Lord for His 
many blessings and coming together with 
friends and family to make good memories.

“One year a bunch of family from Peru 
came to surprise us, and we hadn’t seen them 
in a very long time, so we spent it with them 
and had a great time!” remembered Cindy.

Although the break is over and early 
mornings and hard work have been reinstat-
ed, the time off was enjoyable and well-de-
served by all the hardworking teachers and 
students. As the school year progresses to-
wards Christmas and another anticipated 
break, let’s not forget all there is to thank the 
Lord for.
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The gym was packed with parents enjoying the food and their children’s beautiful decorations along the walls.

Pilgrims & Indians 
& Turkeys, Oh My!
K3 through 3rd graders present their  

annual Thanksgiving program and feast
by Hope Z, senior

Pilgrims, Indians, and Turkeys antici-
pated this event for quite a while—the 

Thanksgiving Feast! On Oct. 20, the annual 
Thanksgiving Feast was held in two parts: in 
the auditorium was the program in which 
the students put on an entertaining program 
for their friends and families and in the gym, 
and following the program, was a very festive 
lunch. 

Each year the K3-3rd graders spend 
much time in advance preparing and prac-
ticing for their program.

“They practiced a lot of songs and poems 
and loved making their costumes,” said Miss 
Myrick, teacher’s assistant. 

Always “practicing,” you can’t miss the 
kids’ excitement as they prepare for their 
program which consists of songs, verses, fes-
tive chants, and more! 

“My favorite part was when we per-
formed. We practiced Monday all the way 
through Friday, and on the last day when we 
were about to go on stage, we practiced 3 
more times! I liked singing ‘Old MacDon-
ald’ and ‘5 Fat Turkeys,’” said Tiani, 1st 
grade. 

One of the best parts of the day is by far 
the costumes the children get to wear! The 
K3 and K4 classes were pilgrims, and the K5 
class was turkeys. The 1st graders enjoyed 
being turkeys and the 2nd and 3rd graders 

were Indians.
“The best part was the tail feath-

ers we had,” said Caleb, 1st grade.
Proceeding the program, family, 

friends, and students went over to 
the gym for a time of delicious food 
and great fellowship. 

As it is every year, the Thanks-
giving Feast is an entertaining and 
enjoyable event that is loved equally 
by both the students and the par-
ents! 
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College Days 
A visit to Crown College
by Arianna V, junior 

After lunch on Tuesday, Nov. 10, four 
freshmen, five sophomores, and two ju-

niors traveled from Fairfax, VA, all the way to 
Pigeon Forge, TN. 

Every year, the church takes interested 
high school students on a college trip to see 
colleges that they may not otherwise have the 
opportunity to visit. This year the college was 
Crown College of the Bible in Powell, TN. 

The week was jam-packed with activi-
ties. In addition to visiting the college, the 
teens went to Tanger Outlets for some shop-
ping fun, to Dollywood for epic rollercoaster 
thrills, and Ripley’s Believe it or Not Aquari-
um for just plain-old entertainment. 

“I loved the college trip! It really was a 
blessing and opened our eyes to other op-
tions on colleges,” said Cindy, freshman. 
“Crown has such a great environment and 
such friendly people! Trips like these help us 
a lot when we are trying to make hard de-
cisions about where to go to college, and I 
hope God will direct me to the college that 
He has planned for me.”

The group started off the week with an 
eight-hour trip to Pigeon Forge, TN, and 
spent part of the first day at the Tanger Out-
lets. 

“Tanger outlets was quite the experi-
ence!” said Diana, junior. “Shopping with 
all the girls and Mrs. Boyd was definitely a 
highlight.” 

While the girls were out shopping for 
jewelry, clothes, and shoes, the boys had time 
to go to the arcade. 

“When we first got to the mall, I thought 
it would be so boring, but we [Micha, Gabe 
and I] saw the arcade and just went straight 
there,” said Ben, sophomore. 

Arriving at Crown College on Wednes-
day night, the students attended services at 

Temple Baptist Church and checked into the 
dorms. Before beginning their official visit to 
the college, the next day, the group traveled 
to Gatlinburg to see Dollywood.

“Dollywood was so much fun!” said Este-
finia, freshman. “I made so many memories 
that day, and I’m so glad we got to go!”

On Friday during College Days, Crown 
College opened up its classrooms for all vis-
iting students. Many of the group attended 
Philosophy of Christian Education, and then 
some went to the bookstore or another class 
before chapel. Clarence Sexton, the found-
er and president of the collge, preached on 
God’s plan for the Christian’s life, and wheth-
er or not Crown College might fit into that 
plan.

That afternoon, the students took an ex-
tensive tour of the college and were able to 
ask questions and meet teachers and current 
students along the way. 

That evening, the college took the stu-
dents on a trip to Ripley’s Believe it or Not 
Aquarium.

“I absolutely loved the college trip we 
took to Tennessee!” said Diana, junior. “I 
fell in love with Tennessee in only 5 days. I 
met friends from Crown that will probably 
last a lifetime, and the environment there was 
great. This trip to Crown definitely opened 
my eyes to God’s will for my life, and I’m 
thrilled to see what God has for me in the 
near future.”

“The trip we took to Tennessee was amaz-
ing! I enjoyed every minute and met some 
amazing people that I hope to see again. 
Crown College is an amazing environment 
for anyone looking to grow spiritually or go 
into the ministry,” said Julie, sophomore. 

The overall trip was very eye opening, and 
to many of the students attending, it showed 
them whether or not that was the place God 
wanted for them.

The students enjoy  
the amazing scenery in Gatlinburg,TN. 
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Pumpkin 
patch party
Kindergarteners visit 
the pumpkin patch
by Connor D, freshman

On Friday, Nov. 6, the kindergarten and 
first grade went on a field trip to Belve-

dere Plantation in Fredericksburg. The field 
trip included a hayride, playing on slides, 
eating ice cream and popsicles, and picking 
out pumpkins.

“Probably the slides” was Aiden’s favorite 
part about the field trip.

There were two slides at the pumpkin 

patch: a long white slide, and a black tube 
slide. Most of the kindergarteners agreed that 
the slides were their favorite part.

“I liked them both!” said Asher.
In addition to the hayride and slides, the 

kindergarteners also got to pick out pump-
kins.

“We actually picked them in the patch 
this year,” said Mrs. Tripp, kindergarten 
teacher.

The kindergarteners had lots of fun at the 
pumpkin patch and look forward to more 
field trips in the future.

The slides at the pumpkin patch were a hit 
with the kindergarteners.

Singing on Sunday 
The teens gather at the Mitchell household 
for a fall singspiration
by Millie R, senior

On Nov. 15, the FBTeens met after 
church for an hour at the Mitchell 

house after church to eat pizza, have a devo-
tion, and sing praises to God.  

“Being able to praise the Lord through 
music was a very great experience,” said Di-
ana, junior. 

“I had a lot of anxiety with so many 
people coming over to my house, but even 

though the pizza stunk up my car for a week, 
it ended up being a lot of fun,” said host, 
Carlie, junior. 

“I loved Mr. Pelitier’s devotion on having 
joyful music. I really enjoyed it a lot, and I 
can’t wait for the next time I sing so that I 
can do it as joyfully as possible,” said Nathan, 
senior. 

If you missed the fun, don’t miss coming 
out Friday, Dec. 5, for the Teen Christmas 
Party!

photo by Mrs. Mitchell

Bro. Boyd leads the 
singing for the teens.

K5 & 1ST GRADE

HIGH SCHOOL
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Banding together
Ten FBTA students assemble with other Christian school 
students to participate in the 2015 ODACS Band Festival
by Haven Z, junior

Wow, what an amazing experience! 
On Thursday and Friday, Nov. 19-20, a group 

of ten senior high students, accompanied by two adults, 
traveled to Fredericksburg, VA, to participate in the 2015 
Annual Band and Choir Festival held at Faith Christian 
School. Students came from all over Virginia, and some 
even traveled several hours and spent the night in hotels 
in Fredericksburg. 

The ODACS band portion of the festival was divided 
into two different bands—the symphonic band and the 
concert band—based on the auditions submitted by the 
students prior to the festival. The concert band, directed 
by Mrs. Mary Crowder, enjoyed learning a wide selection 
of songs and a plethora of varying music styles. Dr. Dan 
Turner of Bob Jones University conducted the symphon-
ic band in which the students were challenged with ad-
vanced music and intense rehearsals. 

“The band festival was a great experience for me, and I 
loved how the band got so good in such a short amount of 
time. By the time we finished, I was so proud and happy 
that I went,” said Jacqueline, sophomore. 

The students from FBTA felt well prepared for the fes-
tival—thanks to their own orchestra director, Mrs. Bren-
da Castilla, who made sure everyone’s auditions had been 
submitted and everyone had the necessary music needed 
for the festival. 

“I’m really thankful that Mrs. Castilla cared enough 
to allow us to go and be a part of this experience. This 
experience taught me that if you work hard and commit 
to something, really great things can come from it,” said 
Hart, freshman.

The students all piled into the school van, driven 
by Mr. Castilla, right after school on Thursday, made a 
quick stop at Chipotle, then continued to Faith Christian 
School for three hours of rehearsal. They returned home 
at 10:15 that night and arose early the following morning 
with a whole day of rehearsal ahead of them.

“I left the festival with a lot of tips and better sight 
reading skills. I can’t wait for next year’s festival!” said 
Caroline, junior.

Friday was filled with rehearsals all day with a few 
breaks and lunch and dinner provided for the students, 
and at the end of the day, the band and choir students 
had the amazing opportunity to perform a concert at 
Faith Christian School for all the parents and friends to 
come and enjoy.   

“I loved having Dr. Turner as our director. He made 
us laugh and kept us interested during the two days but 
was also a great teacher that helped all of us understand 
our music and instruments better,” said Nathan, senior. 
“It was a very draining experience. I mean, two full 
days of practicing with only a little bit of sleep made 
the days very tiring, but I enjoyed it so much! I got to 
meet a lot of great people and play alongside them. 
Then, at the end of it all, I got to perform some pretty 
cool timpani music as well.” 

This entire two-day experience held so many learn-
ing opportunities that truly stretched the students to 
think and be challenged to improve on their own in-
struments. 

“The band festival was so great! It was really tiring, 
but I learned so much under Dr. Turner. He made us 
work hard to understand our music better rhythmically 
and musically,” said Annie, senior.

The students returned home very late on Friday 
night, and although they were all exhausted, they left 
the festival richer in knowledge about music than be-
fore they had come. This experience left the kids with 
better sight-reading skills, performance ability, and an 
overall better flexibility on their instruments. The stu-
dents from FBTA are certainly already looking forward 
to next year’s festival because of the amazing experience 
this year’s festival proved to be. 

Hart, freshman, and Santrell, senior, eagerly take on the  
percussion instruments for the concert band.

Dr. Turner photobombs some of the woodwinds as they sneak in  
a few minutes of extra practice.

Left to right: Victoria, senior; Santrell, senior; Hart, freshman;  
Millie, senior; Annie, senior; Haven, junior; Carlie, junior;  

and Jacqueline, sophomore, smile for the camera  
as they wait for instructions from the directors.

Hart, freshman, is given the important role of reading to the audience 
the background story of a selection of music.

The concert band spends many hours  
rehearsing for the concert.

Carlie, junior, shows her excitement from the back of the percussion section.

Cash prizes for junior high
Students win library essay contest
At the encouragement of Mrs. Rodriguez, 

sixth grade teacher, students participated 
in the junior high essay contest through the 
Fairfax County Public Library System, and 
several of them placed and won cash prizes.

Joshua won a $50 silver prize, Julia won 
a $25 bronze prize, Jordan won a $25 bronze 
prize, and Andrew won a certificate of mer-
it.  Julia, Jordan, and Andrew all wrote essays, 
while Joshua wrote a poem.

The Alexandria Library and the For Love 
of Country Foundation hosted the ‘For Love 
of Country’ Essay and Poetry Contest, “Sur-
viving (Safety, Privacy, and Security) and 
Thriving in Today’s World.” Eligible appli-
cants were upcoming 7th, 8th and 9th grad-
ers. Work was judged on originality, creativ-
ity, clarity and coherence.  

Congratulations to these winners from 
junior high!

HIGH SCHOOL

Joshua, Jordan, Julia, and Andrew  
are big winners in the junior high essay and poetry contest.



Patriot Press Page 4

Safety scoop: Former FBTA student Justin Probus teaches the K5 class about gun safety  
and how police handle emergency situations.

Pastor Calvert and Mrs. Calvert treat FBTA students to milk and hot donuts from Krispy Kreme  
as a wonderful early surprise Christmas gift. Thank you, Pastor and Mrs. Calvert!

Around the academy ...

Around the rim
Basketball frenzy begins

FBTA kicked off the basketball season with several 
exciting wins over Evangel last week, and a few very 

close games with Faith over the weekend. 

Please make plans to come out and cheer on our teams! 
Games are free for parents and siblings, and the spirit is high 
throughout the stands. We’d love to see you there!

Our young JV boys are learning to work together as a team to learn the 
basics, and they play hard until the very end. 

The varsity girls’ team easily won their first game 48-33 against Evangel,  
but lost in a very close game 46-48 against Faith later that week. 

The varsity boys’ team won their first game 56-31 against Evangel 
last Tuesday, 12/1, but lost 28-39 against Faith Thursday. 

Puzzles
This puzzle is called a Cryptogram. At the top there is a KEY that lists all the letters from 

A thru Z with a box below. Each of the letters has a corresponding number. The bottom part 
contains a secret phrase. Each of the blanks has a number underneath it. Fill in the letters 
that correspond to the numbers below the blanks to solve the phrase.

Jesus • Savior • star • manger • gifts • Bethlehem • shepherds • angels • wise men • hol-
iday • vacation • no homework • family • friends  • Christmas tree • lights • candles • 
music • carols • singing • snow • icicles • mittens • frost • party

S C H F N G H S Q K P V C J X D O N U S
E R N E D B T O B L N U H Y H Q M T I J
B D E F N J E S U S L O R A C Y M F C J
D Z X X Y O M W L V N A I Y Q H T U I W
B S A O Z I H H Q E I E S T D F S N C P
Y Y S G K K E O F X G D T W C S N B N B
F I Z D Y J H G M R R N M T T G U Y A O
G C Z O V A L Q H E O F A M I L Y R O H
W S O L F K L X H W W S S F P M H W S J
R Z A Y T R A P R L I O T A E B H K S L
B O D Q D S E Y T S M S R H K N D G G Q
X T K F G H R A O V T K E K G W F O I W
E A D Z S N O W F A L L E M U I O E U A
C Y U S E H P L R Z H Q E L E O L X Q O
A Q P G L C N O I T A C A V Y N C R H D
N P C D C L M S E D A M Z F I U H W W R
M F G P I U A B N N A F U R V N W U S J
B H H V C V N N D Q D Y R Z V R Z R A N
G O Q B I V G L S I N G I N G N W D K O
O X X O S E E C S K U S L X X B S O V W
U W R F U S R B O S N Z O R Y X O V K U
E N A H M Y N L D K K X K R I F P A S B
K X N P B D P K W J I I Y S N A I W P I


