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A Jostens journey 
Journalism juniors and seniors go  
on a day-long trip to the seminar 

The juniors and 
seniors of the 

journalism staff 

smile for the 
camera after their 

lunch break. 

 

by Carlie, junior 

O n Monday, Oct. 5, Jostens hosted a con-

vention for high schoolers and staff 

members to increase their journalism and 

yearbook skills. Classes varied anywhere 

from Harrypotterize Your Publication 

(turning your yearbook photos into videos) to 

Don’t Bore Grandma (tips on keeping your 

publication interesting).  

The convention was divided into classes 

that lasted the entire school day with a break 

for lunch in the middle. The FBTA journal-

ism staff attended the first session together 

but then split up to maximize what they could 

learn. 

“I went to Totally Trendy, Designers Doz-

en, and Magazine Madness which were all 

classes that worked with layouts and graphic 

coordination,” said Mackenzie, senior. “I 

learned a lot and am better equipped for the 

rest of the year.”  

“I went to Aurasmas which is this really 

cool way of making your yearbook come 

alive,” said Millie, senior. “Instead of just 

normal pictures, you can add animations and 

videos from throughout the year.” 

“I especially enjoyed the photography 

class because it taught [me] how to get so 

many different angles and perspectives in a 

photo,” commented Haven, junior. 

Although the staff enjoyed the convention 

and learned tons of new tips and tricks, miss-

ing a day of school was tough for some of 

them. 

“I would have preferred not to make up 

the school work that we missed, but I think 

we as a class learned a lot that will help us 

with our current yearbook,” said Annie, sen-

ior. 

Mrs. Dyck, the journalism/yearbook 

teacher and editor, thought the convention 

would be beneficial to the staff, so she deter-

mined to do everything she could to get the 

staff there. 

“It can be difficult to find a bus driver for 

an all-day field trip for more than an hour 

away, but after I became approved to drive the 

15-passenger van, I was able to take the class 

on my own without having to schedule a bus 

driver,” said Mrs. Dyck. “Since we had more 

than 15 in the class, we limited it to upper-

classmen only. I think it worked out very 

well.”  

 The Jostens convention is designed to 

keep students up to date with changing trends 

and technology and to introduce new concepts 

into the journalism and yearbook world.  

 “I think it was very helpful to let [the 

staff] see what other schools were doing with 

their yearbooks so we can stay competitive 

with our skills,” stated Mrs. Dyck. 

In the end, with all the trends, trips, and 

tricks that the staff learned at the convention, 

the yearbook this year might be the best one 

yet.  

Going the extra mile 
The Patriot Pace pushes the pupils to their peak 
by Enoch, sophomore 

O n Oct. 13, over 200 people gathered 

together on the soccer field to do one 

thing: run laps. This event, known as the Pa-

triot Pace, consisted of racing, announce-

ments, Gatorade, and hot dogs, which were 

infamously known as tube steaks. 

The preschoolers ran first and had the 

shortest laps, with the reward of Gatorade at 

the end, which was the icing on the cake for 

this group. The 1st through 3rd graders ran 

quarter laps, and the 4th through 6th graders 

ran half laps. Some looked ready to pass out, 

but they pushed through to the end. Finally, 

the secondary school ran or walked around 

the full soccer field. This was an enjoyable 

occasion for everyone. 

“The best thing about the Patriot Pace was 

being able to run with my friends, especially 

since I haven’t seen them in several years,” 

said returning student Micha, sophomore. 

“Getting to miss class and feeling accom-

plished that I actually finished 20 laps in 

time,” said Emily, sophomore. 

“The Patriot Pace was fun and I think my 

shout out to Pepe was very special,” said 

Jacqueline, sophomore, referring to the loud-

speaker announcements. 

“I liked the tube steaks,” said Caleb, 7th 

grade. 

In addition to the students, the staff and 

parents had fun passing out rubberbands for 

each lap, helping with food, and even going 

the extra mile by running. 

“I'm just taking 10 laps, you know,” said 

Mr. Gleb, computer teacher.  

This event took weeks of preparation, as 

many students worked diligently to have 

enough sponsors and reach a goal of $100 

each. The hard work definitely paid off. Some 

of the objectives resulting from the money 

raised will include new musical instruments, 

more technology, and a soccer scoreboard. 

“What I found most interesting was how 

dedicated everyone was to do 20 laps,” said 

Jay, freshman. “I’m sure we will raise enough 

money to get all this new stuff.”  

The prize this year for the highest amount 

raised by a student is a tablet or the equivalent 

monetary amount. The total money raised and 

the results will be announced in November. 

The student body shows off their new blue Patriot t-shirts.  Mrs. Bradford has no trouble keeping up  
with her daughter. 

Above: Hart,  
freshman, exhibits his  

entrepreneurial dexterity. 

  
Top right: Encouragement from 

fellow runners  

comes in different forms. 
 

Right: Dhan, freshman,  

Nathan, senior,  
and Jay, freshman,  

have a race against time.   
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Announcing announcements 
Student council gives announcements over loudspeaker 
by Caleb, freshman 

F or the first time in remembered academy 

history, the class officers are taking turns 

making announcements over the loudspeaker 

in the academy office. These announcements 

include reminders about scheduled events 

such as games and practices and even include 

birthdays of the students on that day or on the 

coming weekend. Some officers include a 

small devotional challenge at the end of the 

announcement. 

Although these announcements have been 

useful and practical, some officers had differ-

ent opinions about actually making the an-

nouncement and even feel a bit awkward 

about talking in front of the entire student 

body. 

“I was a little nervous that I would mess 

up or do something stupid,” said Matthew, 

sophomore.  

“I think it’s a little nerve-racking because 

you can’t hear yourself,” said Julie, freshman. 

It is interesting that something so small can be 

so foreboding to the announcer. 

“I get a little nervous, but when I get done, 

I feel better,” said Enoch, sophomore. “It gets 

easier every time.”  

The new system has been helpful to most 

of the teachers because everyone gets to hear 

the same announcements all at the same time. 

No more trying to remember (or worse, for-

getting) some of the details. Everyone is on 

the same page.  

By the end of the year, it will be second 

nature, and the student council will be much 

more experienced and their speaking skills 

much improved.  

Laughing  
& learning 
The sweet life of a  
kindergartener 
by Connor, freshman 

T his year’s kindergarten class has a lot 

more to do than just schoolwork. Their 

day is choc-full of awesome activities as well! 

From making cookies to drama class, kinder-

garteners never have a chance to get bored at 

school. 

One of the most well-known activities is 

the opportunity to see the fire trucks, which 

happened a month ago. 

“It was awesome!” said Asher.  

After the fire truck exploration, all the 

kindergarteners got black fire fighter hats for 

souvenirs. 

Recess is also a time kindergarteners look 

forward to, and many agree that the swings 

are the best part about the playground. 

“I love them,” said Bella. 

This year, the kindergarteners also got a 

cooking class during the school day. Many 

upperclassmen were jealous and agreed that 

making cookies in school would be a real 

treat. 

“We had cooking class; we made home-

made cookies in class, and we made slushy 

lemonade,” said Mrs. Tripp, kindergarten 

teacher. 

Mrs. Tripp recently updated their class tree with  
autumn-colored handprint “leaves.”  

Tiny patriots, giant class  
Preschoolers are now the ‘big men” on campus 
by Millie, senior 

T his year came with a pleasant surprise: a 

K4 class so big it has to be split into two 

and an enlarging K3 class!  

 The new K3 students are ecstatic to be 

here, and the K4 students feel like old pros, 

excited to be back at school.  

“I like to go to school because I like the 

bus song with Mrs. Schimkus!” said Jeremi-

ah, K3. “School is so fun!” 

“I love being back in school to see all of 

my friends,” said Cameron, K4. 

Even the teachers are excited about class 

enlargement, although it means more kids to 

try to keep out of trouble. 

“I think it’s awesome!” said Mrs. 

Vasquez, K4 teacher. “We have more fami-

lies on the waiting list so opening it up to two 

classrooms really allows for more students to 

come.”  

Though the smallest kids in school, the K3 

and K4 are getting a good start on their educa-

tion, learning the basics that will help them 

for the rest of their academic careers.  

 

 

A quick stop on teen visitation to take pictures with leaves and friends: 
Mackenzie, senior; Diana, junior;  

Arianna, sophomore; and Elise, junior.  

photo by Arianna, junior 

Fall fever 
FBTA students are 
ready for the fall season  
by Arianna, junior 

A s the school year began, students dread-

ed the beginning of the year and the end 

of summer. But now, students are jumping 

into leaf piles, drinking hot chocolate, sitting 

by the bonfire, and roasting s’mores. Fall 

fever has settled into FBTA students, and 

they are loving it.  

“My favorite thing about fall is looking 

forward to the thanksgiving meal with my 

family,” said Mrs. Niggl, school secretary. 

“My favorite part is the clothes,” said JT, 

8th grade. “I love the awesome clothes.” 

Some students have even created a Fall 

Bucket List—goals they want to have com-

pleted before the end of fall. When asked 

what was on their bucket list, students at 

FBTA had a variety of different of answers. 

“Apple picking, apple pie, bonfires, and 

going to Skyline Drive to take pictures,” said 

Victoria, senior. 

 Activities are abundant during the fall, 

and students have been able to check off 

items on their bucket list, like bonfires and 

roasting s'mores.  

“The bonfire was a great way to end a 

long week!” said Diana, junior. “I really en-

joyed being able to put a check mark beside 

one of my many Fall Bucket List adventures, 

and I can't forget the fact that it was my first 

time roasting a hot dog over a fire! Actually, 

Arianna roasted it for me, but whatever.” 

 So jump into those leaves and start cross-

ing things off your bucket list!  

Kindergarteners also get a snack depend-

ing on the letter they learned that day, so for 

learning the letter A, they all got apples. When 

they were learning the next letter, Mrs. Tripp 

brought a BAG, and pulled out things begin-

ning with the letter “B.” The class looks for-

ward to what could possibly be in there.  

The students never know what each new 

day will bring, but they look forward to com-

ing to school to find out!  

Enoch, sophomore, makes the announcements and 
reads a devotional verse for the students  

over the intercom. 

Overheard …  
After a talking sheepdog gets all the sheep in the pen, he reports back to the farmer:  

 “All 40 accounted for.”  

 “But I only have 36 sheep,” says the farmer. 

 “I know,” says the sheepdog. “But I rounded them up.” 

Texting acronyms can stump even the best parents: 

 

 Mom: Your great-aunt just passed away. LOL. 

 Son: Why is that funny? 

 Mom: It’s not funny, David! What do you mean? 

 Son: Mom, LOL means Laughing Out Loud. 

 Mom: I thought it meant Lots of Love. I have to call everyone back. 

@rd.com 

:-) :-( :-/ :-0 

:-) :-x ;-) :-o 

:-D ;-( 8-) :-] 

@rd.com 

The K3 class takes advantage of the beautiful day to say the pledge outside.  



Page  3 

Bump, set, strike! 
Volleyball girls end strong in the tournament 

by Mackenzie, senior 

I f you were to look at the banners in the 

gym, you would notice that one sport is not 

represented: volleyball. The team was deter-

mined that this year would make the differ-

ence. 

“I really wanted to win this year since it’s 

my senior year and also because we don't 

have a volleyball banner, so it would have 

been really nice to get one,” said Millie, sen-

ior. 

They team, coached by Mr. Leonard, 

worked really hard to achieve this goal; they 

have an eight-win, two-loss record. 

“Losing those two games wasn’t fun, but I 

really felt like it brought our team closer to-

gether. We recognized our mistakes and fig-

ured out how to change them for upcoming 

games,” said Carlie, junior.  

The team is excited that this year they 

were able to play in the AA tournament in-

stead of the A tournament.  

“Volleyball season has been really enjoy-

able,” said Alexis, junior. “I was super 

pumped that we were in the AA tournament. 

We had a really great team this year.” 

Despite all of the hard work, the girls lost 

their first game in the tournament, but won 

the second and ended up taking home the 

third place trophy. 

 “I am proud of the third place trophy 

because I am proud of these girls and how 

hard they worked all season and how hard 

we worked today,” said Millie, senior volley-

ball captain. “But not only that but the play-

ers they have become and the people they 

have become on and off the court.” 

The volleyball team has had an amazing 

season this year and were closer than ever to 

that banner. The skills learned this year and 

the hard work will eventually pay off. The 

goal for next year has been set! 

A pumped up pep rally 
Student body attends pep rally to generate  
excitement for the ball games 
by Jason, senior 

O n Friday, Oct. 9, the study body attend-

ed a pep rally to get the teams pumped 

up for playing Heritage later that day. The 

rally was full of screaming students, laughing 

teachers, and candy . . . everywhere. 

The pep rally was special because it was 

the last home game for the teams for the regu-

lar season.  

“Even though it was a loss for three out of 

the four teams, I think the pep rally got every-

one excited and pumped for the game,” said 

Jessica, sophomore.  

Yes, unfortunately, all but the JV boys 

(who tied) lost, but the teams learned many 

lessons throughout this loss.  

One of the highlights of the pep rally was 

Mr. Bradford announcing the players on the 

teams and the players being able to sprint 

around the gym to high five the eager elemen-

tary students. It is a great opportunity for the 

junior and senior high to get to know the ele-

mentary. The elementary can get a taste of 

the excitement of being on a sports team.  

“The pep rally was awesome!” said 

Heath, 6th grade. “My favorite part was when 

everyone had to pop the balloons on their 

backs.”  

“I thought the pep rally was fun, and it 

helped me get pumped up for the game,” said 

Ben, junior. “I loved seeing the juniors and 

seniors struggle to pop the balloons in the 

game we played. I also thought it was funny 

when everyone was chanting my name at the 

end.”  

Who doesn’t enjoy the opportunity to 

shout cheers of support to your team with 200 

of your closest friends? And lots of candy   

. . .  everywhere.  

 

Students pack the gym cheering for their favorite teams  
and getting ready for the games that day. 

The elementary students especially love Gil, the Patriot,  
as everyone tries to guess who-in-the-world that is in there.  

K4 students enjoy the cheers and getting to high-five the players on the court . . .   
and they also love the candy at the end.  

photo by Hope, senior 

photo by Hope, senior 

photo by Hope, senior 

Soccer season comes to a close 
Varsity boys’ team ends a memory-filled season  

by Nathan, senior 

W ith a record of 7-8, and losing in the 

finals game, many may say the sea-

son was less than successful. But this team 

could not be defined by a mere title or tro-

phy. It is full of individual players, each 

with personal triumphs as well as hardships, 

that when they came together to play creat-

ed wonderful memories that will last a life-

time.  

“Even though it was only my second 

time playing soccer, I loved it,” said Arjuna, 

senior.  

 Before every game and during many 

practices, the boys were challenged by 

Coach Bradford from the Bible to always 

strive for excellence, both in the soccer 

games and in their own spiritual lives. Be-

cause of these challenges, many of the play-

ers set goals for themselves before the sea-

son started. 

“One reason why I enjoyed the soccer sea-

son this year was because I got 3 goals instead 

of [only] 2 which I scored last year,” said Da-

vid, senior. 

The greatest victory all year was the quarter-

final game to get into the single A tournament. 

After losing to Valley twice during the regular 

season, defeating them on their home field was 

not going to be an easy task. But the team stuck 

together and pulled off an amazing 2-1 victory 

to knock Valley out of the tournament.  

“The soccer season did not go as planned, 

but it was so cool to see our team fight to get 

out of our losing rut we had found ourselves 

in,” said Jason, senior. “The highlight of the 

season was beating Valley and being able to 

stay in a hotel!” 

“Being able to grow together with the team 

was an experience that I would never take 

back,” said Arjuna, senior. 

The varsity soccer team celebrated after their terrific win over Valley  
in the quarterfinal game of the tournament. 

photo by Arianna, junior 

photo by Arianna, junior 

Millie, senior, leaps to 
save the ball,  

scoring another  

point for the team. 
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Caramel apple cake pops 
A quick and delicious fall treat  
for all autumn enthusiasts 

Autumn falls on  
FBT teen group 
FBT bonfire brought the fall spirit in to stay! 
by Annie, senior 

O n Friday evening, Oct. 16, FBT teens 

piled into the bus to drive to the Boelks’ 

house for the teens’ annual bonfire. During 

this time of food and fellowship, everyone ate 

hotdogs, freshly roasted over an open fire; 

sang campfire songs; and played an assort-

ment of games.  

A new introduction to the teen game arse-

nal was a face-off challenge of Rock, Paper, 

Scissors, Thumb Wars, or a coin flip. At the 

beginning of the game, each teen was given 

two “Boyd bucks” (enlarged monopoly-like 

money with Bro. Boyd’s face printed on it). 

Once each teen had his two “Boyd bucks,” he 

was free to challenge others to one of the 

three hand games available. 

“I didn’t really expect the game to be 

much fun, because the only game I was fairly 

good at was Rock, Paper, Scissors,” said 

Alexis, junior. “That was the only one I 

would challenge people to, and I actually won 

several times! Bro. Boyd came up with a 

great game that was fun and included every-

one!”  

Another fresh new twist to the bonfire 

was having a s’more, but instead of the typi-

cal Hershey bar, teens got to choose any king

-sized chocolate bar, ranging from Reese’s to 

Twix to even York Peppermint patties.  

“Eating my s’more with a Reese’s was a 

lot sweeter than eating an average s’more. 

The peanut butter made it really rich,” said 

Andrew, 7th grade.  

After everyone was fed, the teens settled 

around the fire for a campfire song sing-off: 

boys v. girls. To this day, the winner is still 

disputed, although both gave valiant attempts 

for a victory. 

“The guys didn’t really know any camp-

fire songs so I think we obviously lost,” said 

Nathan, senior, with a laugh. 

To finish off the night, Bro. Boyd gave a 

brief devotional, encouraging the teen group 

to stay faithful to God in the busy and stress-

ful times. By putting a spark into the season, 

teens and teen helpers alike agree that the 

bonfire was a success. This year’s annual 

teen bonfire was definitely one of the best 

ones the FBT youth group has had so far.  

Tick tock goes the glock 
Elementary percussion starts out with a bang!  
by Hart, freshman 

E very Tuesday, the lower elementary 

students head down to Miss Peterbark’s 

classroom for percussion class. 

This year the percussion program has 

been expanded, introducing new instruments 

like the big bass bar, alto and soprano xylo-

phones, and alto and soprano glockenspiels. 

A large part of percussion uses instruments 

that any child can play. The curriculum is 

broken down into mallet percussion and per-

cussion without pitch. 

“Music is my favorite part of the week,” 

said Madison, 3rd grade. “My favorite instru-

ment is the xylophone.”  

“I like the sound the xylophone makes,” 

said Audrey, 2nd grade. The children learn 

songs that combine music, movement, drama, 

and speech into fun lessons. 

Orff Schulwerk is an approach to music 

education created by Carl Orff and his col-

league Gunild  Keetman during the 1920’s. 

The term Schulwerk is German for school-

work. Carl Orff had a passion for teaching 

children music. He believed that every child 

is a musician and capable of experiencing 

music in his or her own way. 

“I LOVE teaching Orff Schulwerk!” said  

Miss Peterbark, music teacher. “When I come 

to school, I never feel like I am working; I 

feel like I am playing. I am grateful to the 

Lord for providing these instruments, and I 

only hope we can continue to grow and serve 

the Lord with music!"  

“I wish we had the opportunity to learn 

about all those cool instruments,” said Alexis, 

junior, expressing the wishes of many older 

students.  

Over all, I think high school students agree 

that they would like to go back to elementary 

to be in percussion class, but for now, they 

must be content with peering longingly 

through the classroom window. 

 

 

FBTeens take fun  
to new heights 
Youth group faces obstacles high up in the trees 

by Abby, junior 

A  few weeks ago, the youth group took 

an hour-long bus ride to Sandy Springs 

Adventure Park. Their goal? To learn the 

ropes – literally.  

The group was met by guides who helped 

them buckle up their snug-fitting harnesses. 

Once everyone understood how to “tweezle” 

from one activity section to the other, all 

were ready to explore a huge playground of 

ropes, ziplines, and obstacle courses — in 

the trees.  

“For the first ten minutes or so, I was 

scared,” admitted Mrs. Lampert, youth lead-

er, “but then I was cool.”  

The obstacle courses included anything 

from to speed-defying ziplines to balance-

defying tightropes. Teens often had to crawl 

on their hands and knees to grip a shaky 

bridge or stretch out their limbs to climb a high 

ladder.  

Everyone had to start out in a “green,” or 

easy, section, but many teens soon branched out. 

One daring group decided to take on the very 

hardest course – the  “double black.”  

“It was scary,” said Luke, who opted not to 

go on the course but watched some of the dare-

devils attempt it. “It was very high. There were 

metal wires, and you had to go sideways.”  

But the best part of the trip? 

“The pizza,” joked Maya, 8th grade.  

Boxes of Domino’s pizza were spread out 

across a picnic table just outside the park en-

trance, with teens walking in and out to rest and 

enjoy a few slices.  

Many slept out of exhaustion on the bus ride 

home, but everyone’s spirits were definitely  

sky-high. 

Haven, junior, makes her 
way across a bridge  

of metal loops.  
 

photo by Annie, senior 

by Haven, junior 

Total Time: 

Prep: 1 hour + freezing  

Bake: 25 min. + cooling 

 

Yield: 39 servings 

 

Ingredients: 

1 package spice cake mix (regular size) 

1-1/2 cups finely chopped peeled tart  

  apples 

1/4 cup packed brown sugar  
2 tablespoons plus 2 teaspoons heavy 

  whipping cream  
2 tablespoons butter  
1/2 cup confectioners' sugar  
2 packages (11 ounces each) Kraft  

 caramel bits  
1/4 cup water  
39 lollipop sticks  

1 cup finely chopped salted peanuts  

  

Directions: 

Prepare cake mix batter according to pack-

age directions, adding the apples after mixing. 

Pour into two greased and floured 9-in. round 

baking pans. Bake according to package di-

rections. Cool completely. 

In a small saucepan, combine the brown 

sugar, cream and butter. Bring to a boil over 

medium heat, stirring constantly. Remove 

from the heat; cool for 5 minutes. Gradually 

beat in confectioners' sugar until smooth. 

Crumble one cake layer into a large bowl. 

(Save remaining cake for another use.) Add 

brown sugar mixture; mix well. Shape into 1-

in. balls. Arrange on waxed paper-lined bak-

ing sheets. Freeze for at least 2 hours or until 

firm. 

In a large saucepan, combine caramel bits 

and water. Cook and stir over medium-low 

heat until smooth. Dip ends of lollipop sticks 

into caramel and insert into cake balls. Dip 

balls in caramel; roll bottoms in peanuts. Let 

stand until set. Store in an airtight container in 

the refrigerator.  

A jealous high schoolers’ view of the  
elementary music classes. 

Miss Peterbark, music teacher, helps 2nd grade students learn counting, timing,  
and rhythm using the Orff Schulwerk method of teaching. 

photo by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 
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