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FBTA sings at the Ellipse 
Holiday tunes spur on the Christmas season  
by Annie, junior 

T hroughout December, music activities of 

all kinds have been prevalent.  

The first to kick off the festivities was the 

FBTA Christmas concert, which included K3-

12th grade choirs and orchestras. Traditional, 

spiritual, and modern Christmas songs were 

both played and sung under the direction of 

Miss Peterbark and Mrs. Castilla. 

“It was nice to get together with a group to 

sing and play because I’ve never really done 

anything like that before,” said Mason, senior.  

The following evening, the junior and 

senior high choirs sang at the National Christ-

mas Tree at the White House Ellipse. Per-

forming students stayed after school for sever-

al hours polishing rehearsals, and were fed a 

dinner of pizza and homemade cupcakes. 

With the outdoor temperature about 35°, the 

night was considered an improvement from 

the below freezing frigidness from last year.  

After singing at the Ellipse, the bus took 

the choirs for a “flash mob” performance on 

the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. The visi-

tors to the memorial seemed delighted by the 

free impromptu concert.  

“The weather was a lot better than I ex-

pected, not half as bad as last year!  Not sure 

if it was a temperature change or the fact that I 

wore twice the amount of layers,” said Hope, 

junior, with a laugh.  

“I thought singing at the Lincoln Memori-

al was good and we should do it again next 

year!” said Matthew, freshman.  

“I really liked the songs Miss Audrey 

chose because they were really fun to sing,” 

said Ricky, sophomore.  

On Saturday, the FBTeens were given the 

opportunity to go to George Mason Universi-

ty to listen to the American Festival Pops 

Orchestra. Before going to the concert, the 

teens stopped at either Dunkin’ Donuts or 

Zacksby’s for some coffee and other refresh-

ments.  

“It was fun because I got a hot chocolate, 

and it really put me in the mood for the con-

cert,” said Mackenzie, junior.  

Even though the concerts and rehearsals 

are over, the tunes and melodies will ring in 

ears and hearts for a while. Enjoy the Christ-

mas music and have a very Merry Christmas! 

Since the elementary classes are learning Spanish this year, they treated the audience to a beautiful song,  
“A La Nanita Nana.” 

The junior high and high school choirs sang again at the 
National Christmas Tree at the Ellipse in front of the 

White House.  

Having a few minutes left over at the end, Miss Audrey 
Peterbark sang a surprise solo “O Holy Night!” 

The audience was delighted.  

The choirs present their version of a  
“flash mob” on the dark steps of the  

Lincoln Memorial after the  

National Christmas Tree performance.  
The senior class poses for a quick iconic class photo.  

Difficult to see, but the teens gather near the water’s edge  
to view the Washington Memorial after singing. 



Fueling the feast 
Elementary prepares for Thanksgiving Feast 
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Thanksgiving program 
Songs, poems, costumes, and a lot of smiling! 
by Hunter, senior  

W henever you hear the song “I’m glad 

I’m not a turkey” here at FBTA, you 

know that the elementary students are get-

ting prepared for their Thanksgiving feast 

and program. 

On Friday, Nov. 21, the K3 through 3rd 

grade had their celebration. The classes each 

had to do a little skit and sing a few songs 

for the parents.  The K3 and K4 classes 

dressed up as pilgrims, the 1st graders as 

turkeys, and the 2nd and 3rd graders as Indi-

ans. They sang songs like “Old MacDonald” 

with a Thanksgiving twist, and “We Gather 

Together.”  

After the program in the auditorium was 

over, Mr. Bradford invited the parents to have 

lunch with their children in the Family Life Cen-

ter. At the lunch they had sandwiches, desserts, 

and tons of chips for the kids to eat. While eat-

ing, many of the students got to talk with their 

friends about how the program went, and sing 

the songs again for their parents.  

After the lunch was over, the students could 

leave with their parents or stay and watch a mov-

ie with their class.  

The students are already looking forward to 

next year’s feast and performances. And they all 

love saying, “Happy Thanksgiving,” and thank 

you to their teachers for helping them in their 

successful program.  

by Bailey, senior 

O n Friday, Nov. 21, the K3, K4, kinder-

garten, 1st grade, 2nd grade and 3rd 

grade celebrated their annual Thanksgiving 

Feast. Each year these classes celebrate the 

pilgrims’ perseverance in a new world and 

the friendships they made with the Native 

Americans. They often perform short skits, 

tell the Thanksgiving story, present several 

songs, and enjoy a meal with family.  

Although all the kids love this day for all 

the reasons of Thanksgiving, they also love it 

because it is a day for family and friends, and 

best of all, no school! There is no doubt that 

the Thanksgiving Feast is one of the high-

lights of the elementary school year, but be-

fore there was play, there was work.  

Each class went through extensive prepa-

rations: the decorations, costumes, entertain-

ment, and of course, the food all had to be 

organized before the big day. 

“It was busy, I don't know. Chaotic would 

be a word,” said Mrs. Vasquez, K4 teacher, 

with a laugh, when asked how the Thanksgiv-

ing Feast preparations had gone in her class.  

It definitely took a lot of work, but the 

students loved it, and the end result was 

worth it. The Thanksgiving Feast will contin-

ue to be a beloved tradition of the elementary. 

Students dressed as Indians, pilgrims and turkeys line the hallway and lobby before making their entrance into the auditorium for their performance.  

Mr. Bradford, Academy Administrator, thanks the Lord 
for His blessings on our school this year, and for the 

families who have gathered with us today.  

The gym is packed with parents, grandparents, and other family members as they eat their Thanksgiving feast.   Mrs. Darby and the student council help to serve the guests at the feast.   

photos by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 
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Students build bridges  
Physics class constructs with pasta 

by Madison, senior 

W ith many students away at a band fes-

tival a few weeks ago, the remainder 

of the senior high Physics students took an 

opportunity to make bridges out of spaghetti.  

"Even with most of the students away, I 

liked how Mrs. Murray gave us a chance to 

do something fun and educational," said Ve-

ronica Taylor, senior. 

To make matters interesting, the students 

formed teams of two and competed to see 

whose bridge was the strongest. 

"It was fun to see the different designs of 

each bridge and to see whose held the most 

mass," said Susannah, senior. 

The students faced a challenge trying to 

use fragile noodles to build a supportive 

structure. 

"Using spaghetti made it difficult to build 

a bridge with weight on it because the noo-

dles kept breaking," said Mackenzie, junior. 

Because the bridges were made from spa-

ghetti, the students found it difficult to form a 

supportive structure, yet they were creative 

and formed some unique bridges!  

Veronica and Madison, seniors, and Mrs. Murray test the bridge's limits with the heaviest masses. 

Homiletics  
The art of preaching 
by Enoch, freshman 

M ost people shy away from preaching 

when it comes down to ODACS. 

However this year, there were six contestants 

for three spots in Level III. There would have 

to be three people taken out. 

“I’m nervous,” said Daniel, senior, which 

encompassed everyone's emotions before the 

tryouts. 

Finally, the results were in. There were 

three judges, Bro. Boyd, Mr. Bradford, and 

Pastor Ramos and each message ranged from 

about three minutes to twelve minutes. Timo-

thy Boelk, junior, Daniel Austin, senior, and 

Ricky Shimkus, sophomore, were the top 

three. 

“I thought they went very well; everyone 

seemed to be very well prepared and had very 

good messages. I’m happy for those who won 

and excited for them to be moving on; I wish 

that we could let everybody compete but we 

only have a few spots. It was great to see so 

many guys interested and I appreciate their 

hard work getting ready to try out,” said Bro. 

Boyd, in response to the tryouts. 

In order to prepare students for preaching 

in ODACS, Bro. Boyd started a Preacher 

Boy’s Class, every Friday during lunch.  

“The last two years, working with the 

preacher boys individually, I realized that I 

was telling everybody the same thing, so I 

thought it would be better to just get them all 

together in a classroom setting and say it all 

once to everybody,” said Bro. Boyd as he 

also plans to continue this class next year. 

“It taught me that if I follow certain steps, 

I can make my own message,” said Ricky, 

sophomore, about the class and ODACS. “I 

think it really helps us because it shows us 

how we can become better preachers.” 

Winners of the 2014-2015 ODACS Preaching  
tryouts: Dan, senior, Tim, junior,  

and Ricky, sophomore, take a break from  

preaching to practice basketball.  
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A fast break into  
basketball season 
The basketball season starts immediately after fall sports 

by Jason, junior 

B ecause both the girls’ volleyball team 

and the guys’ soccer team made it to the 

tournaments this year, there seemed to be no 

break between fall and winter sports. With 

only a few days break before the pre-season 

practices started, the guys and girls found 

themselves lacing up their basketball shoes 

getting ready for the season.  

Mr. Gleb started coaching the guys’ varsi-

ty for his second year now.  

“This season is a work in progress, and 

hopefully we will improve as the season con-

tinues,” said Coach Gleb.  

Mr. Page is coaching for his third year 

with the JV guys. The varsity girls did not 

have to deal with a transition between coach-

es with Mr. Fender coaching both the varsity 

girls’ volleyball and basketball this season. 

Mrs. Tripp is coaching the JV girls’ basket-

ball team, teaching them fundamentals with 

only a few games this season. 

The girls’ varsity team has been victorious 

so far in the season with both games a win. 

The Varsity and JV boys’ team have lost both 

their games but continue to get better and 

learn from their mistakes.  

This basketball season seems to be both 

prosperous and educational as many of the 

players consider basketball to not be one of 

their main sports. Still, the players will con-

tinue to grow and learn more as they practice 

each day on their skills. 

Bible jump quiz tournament 
Practice always improves performance 
by Susannah, senior 

O n Nov. 8 two elementary teams and one 

junior high team traveled to Faith Baptist 

School in Fredericksburg, VA. 

“It was a great Saturday morning on sched-

ule and then we hit a piece of metal and blew 

our back tire. Thankfully, no one was hurt, and 

Mrs. Tripp could pick up the five kids that 

were in my car. All the quizzers made it on 

time! We had great participation, we won some 

individual quizzes, and it has challenged us to 

work harder for the next tournament,” said 

Mrs. Schimkus, quiz team coach. 

“I was nervous, but I answered eleven ques-

tions,” said Charity, 5th grade after her first 

Bible jump quiz tournament. 

“It was fun and the food was great,” 

said Heath, 5th grade. 

“It was a good thing to teach the new 

kids what a real Bible jump quiz is like,” 

said Julie, 6th grade. 

“I thought it was fun and exciting be-

cause we only had three quizzers on our 

team, and we won a couple of quizzes, 

even though we only had three quizzers,” 

said Haston, 7th grade. 

Practice always helps a person im-

prove, and the students were grateful for 

the trial run-through. Now they have a 

better idea of what is coming in a few 

months.  

A trip to 
Heartland 
by Nathan, junior 

O n Nov. 12, at the unearthly hour of 4 

o’clock, five teenagers and the Boyds 

headed to the airport on their way to Oklaho-

ma to visit Heartland Baptist Bible College. 

After a four-hour flight, they arrived at their 

destination. The first impression of only five 

or six buildings for a college was quite a sur-

prise, but as the days went on the students 

began to warm up to Heartland.  

“It was so nice to be honest. I had a lot of 

fun just going around, getting free stuff, play-

ing pool and basketball, and the people were 

just great. The church was amazing, the 

preaching was great, and I just had so much 

fun,” said Mason, senior, as he reminisced 

over the trip. 

Halfway through the trip, everyone was 

introduced to the supporting church for the 

college, Southwest Baptist Church. Taking a 

tour through the building, everyone began to 

see how much of a work God was doing 

through them. After the tour they all returned 

to the campus for the final day of classes. 

“It was fun! I really enjoyed the homolic-

tics (study of the exposition of messages) 

class. And I really enjoyed the salad bar,” said 

Hunter, senior, with a chuckle.  

All-in-all, the trip was a success, giving the 

teens the experience of college life and show-

ing them how much of a work God can do 

through individuals.  

Hunter Hamilton, senior; Enoch Pan, freshman; 
Alexis Amos, sophomore; Mason Lamos, senior; and 

Nathan Page, junior, enjoying a tour on the roof of 

Southwest Baptist Church.  

photo by Nathan, junior 
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photo by Jenneth, senior 



Delicious  
3 ingredient 
Oreo balls  
The perfect treat for 
this holiday season 
by Carlie, sophomore 

What you will need: 

- 1 (8 ounce) package of cream 

cheese,softened 

- 36 Oreo cookies, finely crushed 

- 16 ounces semi-sweet baking choco-

late, melted 

Directions: 

- Mix cream cheese and cookie crumbs 

until well blended 

- Shape into 48 (1-inch) balls 

- Freeze for 10 minutes 

- Dip balls in melted chocolate 

- Place in single layer in shallow waxed 

paper-lined pan 

- Refrigerate until firm (about 1 hour) 

- Enjoy! 
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Teen Singspiration 
The FBTeens sing to the Lord at the Zakaria’s house  
by Hope, junior 

O n Sunday, Nov. 17, the FBTeens met at 

the Zakaria’s house for a fun time of 

singing and food!  

"I love it when the teen group gets togeth-

er for teen activities on Sunday nights for 

singing. It was also really cool to see all the 

pianists in our teen group play!" said Stefan-

ie, 8th grade 

"It was really fun and the pasta was really 

good," said Millie, junior. 

"It was nice to be in a big group and sing-

ing. It's a more casual environment than [the 

Wednesday night service] Cross Flow," said 

Dhanajaya, 8th grade.  

"It's such a blessing to get to hear the 

teens sing praises to the Lord!" said Bro. 

Boyd, FBTeens youth pastor.  

   

Thursday morning, the 3rd graders came caroling to Pastor Calvert’s office. Mrs. Páez’s Spanish 3 class sings Christmas carols in Spanish to the academy office staff.  

Christmas is … 
by Delaney, 6th grade 

Christmas is pure as the white snow, as it flutters and falls to the ground, 

Christmas is a time of joy, as the children frolic and play, 

Christmas is a time of giving, as the people give gifts to all, 

Christmas is a special time, for Jesus was born on Christmas Day. 

 

Christmas Poem 
by Diego, 6th grade 

Today is Christmas, the best day of the year 

Today is Christmas, where family is near 

Today is Christmas, I wonder what he brought me 

Today is Christmas, my heart is filled with glee! 

The True Meaning of Christmas 
by Soriya, 6th grade 

Whenever you think of Christmas, you think of presents, right? 

And all the colors of the holiday: red, green, and white, 

But that is not the meaning of Christmas, It is about wise men following a star 

To lead them to Jesus which is where Mary, Joseph, and the Baby are. 

Poem for Christmas 
by Julia, 6th grade 

Jesus was born on Christmas Day 

He was born in a stable surrounded by hay, 

Although he was poor, he is richest of all. 

He lives up in heaven in the sky very tall. 

I know it’s not much, but I give you my heart 

When I hear your story, I always fall apart.  

Christmas is About … 
by Priscilla, 6th grade 

Christmas presents under the tree, 

I wish they were all for me! 

But Christmas is about giving, 

We should give them to the living! 

Christmas is about the Lord Jesus Christ, 

We should go and spread the news,  

And go tell of the star, 

That the shepherds followed, oh so far,  

And the wise men brought him gifts, 

Gold, frankincense and myrrh, 

They brought it to the King, 

Whose name is Jesus, 

Born on Christmas day, 

In the stable near the hay.  

Christmas Morning 
by Savannah, 6th grade 

On the morning of Christmas day, 

I read my Bible and pray 

I give good cheer 

To people far and near 

One last thing I need to say 

Merry Christmas and have a good day! 


