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’Twas not a 
“silent night” 
The night before Christmas 
was probably not the peaceful 
night everyone imagines 
by Jenneth, junior 

C hristmas is a great holiday filled with 

presents, vacation, lights, decorations, 

candy, parties, and celebration…but what is 

the real reason for the season? 

The answer is found in the Gospel of Luke, 

Chapter 2, where the Bible tells of Mary and 

Joseph and their journey to the City of David, 

which is called Bethlehem. Not only was it 

going to be a difficult trip—and probably a 

very irritating one too (we all know how peo-

ple feel about paying taxes now)—but on top 

of that Mary was pregnant with Jesus. 

One has to pause and think about Mary’s 

predicament. The angel bearing the Good 

News appeared to her and her only, so when 

God gave her the Son, who knew what Jo-

seph’s initial thoughts were, as well as all her 

family and friends? Yet she still trusted in 

God, and through her Joseph also trusted. 

It took even more faith when they reached 

Bethlehem to find that there was no room for 

them in the inn. With everyone going back to 

the city of his father for the taxing, every inn 

and home was packed with people. On top of 

that, Mary knew that she could not wait any 

longer—Jesus was coming. 

In a desperate attempt to find some place of 

shelter, Mary and Joseph were offered a stable 

full of dirty, smelly, loud animals. 

That night, in the lamplight of the stable, in 

the middle of Bethlehem, some two thousand 

years ago, the King of kings and Lord of lords 

came into the world wrapped in human flesh 

and swaddling clothes, having only the itching 

hay in the manger for His back. 

Despite the popular song we sing at Christ-

mas time, I personally doubt there was a very 

“silent night” that night. Even after Joseph 

feverishly trying to find a place for his future 

wife to stay, the birth of the Baby, and the 

rejoicing from both Mary and Joseph, the 

evening was not spent. 

In the same country, not very far away in 

the fields, there was a group of shepherds, 

watching their flock under the starry night. 

Suddenly, the sky lit up as bright as day from 

the heavenly light the myriads of angels cast, 

declaring the Good News to the herdsmen. 

The Bible says there was a multitude of voices 

praising God that night. A show like that 

might have been seen and heard from miles 

away. 

The shepherds heard the declaration and 

rushed to find the Baby lying in a manger. 

Later in Luke 2, the Bible tells that the shep-

herds “made known abroad the saying,” and 

they “returned, glorifying and praising God.” 

The shepherds knew the truth, and they 

told everyone they could. They must have 

been running and shouting through the streets, 

proclaiming that the long-awaited Messiah had 

come at last. 

Now it’s our turn. Two thousand years 

later, people have nearly forgotten that Jesus 

Christ came to save them by paying the ulti-

mate price on the cross. We need to tell them 

the Good News when they are most apt to 

listen here in the Christmas season. Will we 

tell them the Messiah has come, or will Christ-

mas just be another silent night? 

Singing in the rain 
The Ellipse at President’s Park was filled with  

Christmas music from FBTA 

by Victoria, sophomore 

D ec. 17 was a frigid evening in front of 

the national Christmas tree. Voices from 

the risers came together in glorious song. It 

was a beautiful point in the 2013 holiday sea-

son. The 55-student FBTA choir sang under 

the direction of Mrs. Castilla. It was a splen-

did occasion for all involved. Many spectators 

stood supporting their children, relatives, and 

students. 

“The whole evening was very festive. It 

was so beautiful when it started snowing,” 

said Mrs. Dyck, photographer. 

The students really appreciated this amaz-

ing opportunity.  

“The lights were too bright, but it was also 

really cool,” said Kristyn, 8th grade. 

“It was a neat opportunity to sing in front 

of the White House,” said Hunter, junior. 

“I liked the trains, and I liked how we 

were right next to the White House. It was 

very pretty,” said Vanessa, 7th grade. 

There were also some pointedly brief 

opinions about the evening. 

“It was cold, extremely cold,” said Mat-

thew, 8th grade. 

“The weather was frost-bitingly cold, and 

our feet were bricks of ice the entire time. 

When it started snowing in the middle of the 

performance, I couldn’t help but marvel at 

how cool it was . . . no pun intended,” said 

Jenneth, junior. 

“My toes froze off,” said Millie, sopho-

more, in a deadpan voice. 

“So freezing cold! I was wondering how I 

was going to stay warm. I didn’t bring gloves, 

so my fingers almost froze off,” said Connor, 

7th grade. 

Special thanks go to Mrs. Schimkus and 

Mrs. Darby for the wonderful meal; to Ms. 

Peterbark for preparing us and loving us all; to 

Mrs. Castilla for valiantly stepping up to di-

rect; to the music coordinators in D.C. and 

academy faculty for the amazing opportunity; 

and to God for giving us the ability and a rea-

son to sing.  

The combined junior and senior high choirs sang Christmas carols  
for 30 minutes at the Ellipse in downtown Washington, D.C.  

photo by Mrs. Braucht 

Students practiced in the warm-up tent which actually  
warmed up toes and noses more than their voices.   

photos by Rueben Castilla 



“Massive” blackout shuts down academy 
Power outage makes FBTA history 
by Jenneth, junior,  and David, sophomore 

D ec. 7 was an average day at school, just 

coming off of a two-day snow vacation, 

when all at once, in the middle of a chapel 

Christmas carol, the whole room went dark 

with the first power outage in FBTA history. 

“I thought there was a killer in the build-

ing. Honestly, I thought I was going to die,” 

said Kristyn, 8th grade, a little sheepishly. 

“This was just like one of those horror 

movies, where the lights go out, and someone 

screams,” said Matthew, 8th grade, excitedly. 

“Ben told me it was the apocalypse,” said 

Enoch, 8th grade. 

Although there was much commotion, not 

everyone thought it was the end of his days. 

“I just thought, ‘Stay calm,’ and wondered 

what would happen next,” said Collin, junior. 

“I hope the power doesn’t come back on 

for a week,” said Reid, junior, while the stu-

dents were sitting cold and excited in the audi-

torium pews. 

The power stayed out for about three 

minutes before it flickered back on again. 

Groans filtered through the student body as 

hopes of yet another day off of school were 

abruptly dashed to pieces. Yet as the chapel 

period continued, the power went off again, 

this time long enough to cancel school. 

With only the emergency lights to guide 

them, the junior and senior high were instruct-

ed to move upstairs to the auditorium where 

natural light would help them continue the 

chapel service. 

“It was like something straight out of a 

Frank Peretti novel,” said Caitlyn, senior, re-

calling the surreal school hallways. 

“It was creepy, and dark—it didn’t look 

like school,” said Alyssa, sophomore. 

Not only was this a new experience for the 

students of FBTA, but the teachers as well. 

“It would be very hard to teach with our 

new technology since it’s all power-based,” 

said Mr. Niggl, science teacher, matter-of-

factly. 

“I was already planning what to do and 

how to teach my classes with no electricity,” 

said Miss Quinlan, English teacher. “I thought 

[the hallways] were quite well-lit with the 

emergency lights. In fact, I had come up with 

two conclusions: We could teach each class 

separately in the auditorium, or we could go 

into different sections in the hallway under an 

emergency light.” 

After finishing the chapel service in the 

slowly-freezing building, the lights still had 

not returned, and the county reported it as a 

“massive power outage” throughout Fairfax 

County that would take at least four hours to 

restore. With Papa Johns also being powerless 

and unable to bring hot lunch, no microwave 

access, no internet, and no phones, Mr. Cor-

nell officially announced school was can-

celled for the day. 

With much rejoicing, students lent each 

other their cell phones to call home or their 

parents’ work to be picked up from school 

early. Like the school had a mind of its own—

and a sense of humor—the power promptly 

came back on just as everyone was walking 

out the doors. However, the administrator’s 

word is law, and the cancellation of school 

stood for the rest of the day. 

FBTA’s eerie, underground-bunker
-like school hallway during the 

blackout. 

photo by Jenneth, 
junior 

FBTA’s Christmas concert kicks off the season  
by Annie, sophomore 

J ingle bells, shepherds, and a one horse-

open-sleigh are just a few of the fun icons 

sung and played about at 7 p.m., Dec. 6, local-

ly known to the students and parents of FBTA 

as the annual Christmas concert. Elementary 

choirs and junior and senior high orchestras 

and choirs helped to spread Christmas cheer 

and joy. 

“My favorite part about the Christmas con-

cert was playing music with all of my friends, 

making them laugh, and just the fun time spent 

preparing for it,” said Reagan, senior. 

But everyone knows that the concert would 

not have been possible without God’s provi-

sion of two fine directors—Mrs. Castilla and 

Ms. Peterbark—and all of the accompanists.  

“The thing I most enjoyed about the con-

cert was being able to present everything that 

we worked so hard on and sharing it with the 

audience,” said Mrs. Castilla, all-school-

orchestra director. 

“My favorite part of directing the choir 

and hand bells was being able to draw sounds 

from the students, and how they all responded 

to me. That and I absolutely love making 

music and even more, I love to praise the 

Lord with it,” said Ms. Peterbark, junior and 

senior high choir and hand bell director 

With “Jingle Bells” ringing, and everyone 

singing “We Three Kings,” and Christmas 

coming and going, remember the real reason 

for the season: Jesus Christ alone! 
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Sleigh bells 
ring, are you 
listening? 
Ideas to get ready for 
the Christmas season 
by Rebecca, junior 

M ake a Christmas music playlist: Use 

the program on your computer or mo-

bile device to make a soundtrack of all your 

favorite Christmas songs and play it when you 

wake up or during homework. Or just keep 

the radio playing as much as you can. Christ-

mas music only comes once a year! 

Try Christmas food. Peppermint mocha, 

Christmas cookies/cupcakes . . . etc. Try put-

ting a twist on different Christmas foods (ie: 

“elf donuts” with cheerios).  

Go Christmas shopping. If you missed 

Black Friday, try shopping online to get eve-

rybody on your Christmas list.  

Reach out and minister to others. People 

are generally more receptive during this time 

of year. Pass out a lot of tracts. Also, try help-

ing others enjoy the season. You could pre-

pare a shoebox, play music at a nursing home, 

or volunteer in the community.  

Remember Jesus. “For unto you is born 

this day . . .” Read the story of Jesus’ life in 

the Bible and spend time with God this 

Christmas season. He’s the reason why we 

celebrate Christmas.  

Attend a candlelight service. Candlelight 

services are around Christmas Eve. Check out 

when your church has one.  
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Author interview:  
Miss Tami Holt 
Miss Tami talks about her recently published books  
by Jenneth, junior 

Miss Tami Holt is the always-smiling face at the church’s main lobby, but few may know 

what talents she holds other than happily greeting visitors and answering busy phone calls. 

One of her unique gifts is writing. Two of her novels have been recently printed and will be 

sold in the church bookstore: Friends Forever and He Heard My Cry. With these new books 

on the market, the Patriot Press now interviews its author. 

Where do you gain story inspiration? 

I have always had a vivid imagination, 

and I have always loved to make up stories. 

Most of my story inspiration comes from 

watching and observing people through the 

years. I usually make up most of my stories, 

but I base them on people’s emotional and 

spiritual struggles.  

 

What are your strengths and weak-

nesses as an author? 

I still have a hard time considering my-

self an author! The whole reason I started 

writing books was because when I first 

started teaching the 5th and 6th grade 

AWANA girls over 15 years ago, I had 

some girls who were unsaved and who 

thought that they were too mature for the 

AWANA clubs. They weren’t very nice to 

the other girls, and I wanted a way to reach 

them. I wanted a way for them to see them-

selves through other people’s eyes.  

So I started my first story about three 

girls who were “like” them, but who went 

through a lot of “made up” circumstances 

that brought them to the Lord. The girls in 

my AWANA club started listening and 

asking questions and began to start partici-

pating and enjoying their time each week.  

They didn’t get saved that year, but I 

know the Bible verses they memorized and 

the Biblical principles they learned every 

week helped them. And I pray it prepared 

the way for them to come to know the Lord 

as their personal Savior. 

I wrote a number of stories through the 

next few years that just “stayed” in my 

computer . . . but in 2007, I decided to print 

the whole story that we had gone through 

that year and pass it out to the girls at the 

end of the year. After I did that, I had a lot 

of people (including moms) say “Hey, I 

read your book and it was really good.” I 

couldn't believe it! I prayed and thanked the 

Lord for using it even beyond my AWANA 

clubs. 

 My strengths lie in telling the story . . . 

and putting it down on paper. I know “real 

writers” probably cringe when they read my 

actual writing!   

 

How do you get past writer’s block? 

Writer's block hasn't seemed to be a 

problem . . . yet! I start writing about a char-

acter and they sort of start “leading” me. I've 

written two or three chapters not knowing 

what was going to happen, but it just comes 

to me as I’m writing and putting myself in 

that character's shoes. I really “live” through 

the character as I write. I've written stories 

without knowing how it would end, and one 

story, as I was writing the last chapter, my 

heart was so wrapped up in the character 

that when I realized how it would end, it 

made me so happy I started crying! 

I've gotten a lot of encouragement from 

different people through the years to get my 

stories published. Mrs. Marge Guy who 

used to work at the church was instrumental 

in getting the process started. I'm thrilled to 

have these two books published, and I hope 

they will have an impact in someone's life to 

bring him closer to the Lord.  

 

Be sure to check out her books if you 

haven’t already. They can also be pur-

chased on Amazon.com for $9.89. Also 

don’t forget to review the books! 

Recipe 
Sandies, Russian tea cakes, Mexican wedding cakes 
by MacKenzie, sophomore 

1 cup butter 

2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour 

1/3 cup sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 cup pecans 

I cup sifted powdered sugar 

First preheat oven to 325 then chop the pecans. In a mixing bowl beat butter with an electric 

mixer on medium to high speed for 30 seconds. Add half of the sugar, the sugar, the vanilla and 

1 tablespoon water. Beat till thoroughly combined. Beat in remaining flour and stir in the pe-

cans. 

Shape the mixture into 1-inch balls and place on an ungreased cookie sheet. Bake at 350 for 

20 minutes or until bottoms are lightly browned. Cool or freeze cookies. Gently shake cooled 

cookies in a zip bag with the powdered sugar. Makes around 36. 

“They were delicious and a nice addition to my lunch!” said Alyssa, sophomore.  

“I liked how it had the powdered sugar on it,” said Victoria, sophomore.  

“I like these! We have them in Egypt too. They are called kahk,” said Hope, sophomore.  

Let it snow! 
Let it snow! 
Let it snow!  
The students get  
excited because of two  
unexpected snow days  
by Hope, sophomore 

O n Dec. 9 and 10, students got to enjoy 

not one, but two unexpected snow days!  

Even though there were just 3-5 inches, it 

was just enough to cancel school for the sec-

ond day in a row.  

“I really liked the family time and all. It 

was really fun!” said Amelia, 8th grade. 

As some spent time with their families and 

relaxed, others took this as an opportunity to 

get caught up on school work. 

“I really needed these two snow days! I got 

to catch up on sleep and much of my school 

work!” said Hannah, senior.  

On the other hand, some others had some 

unexpected circumstances other than the snow 

day!  

“Actually our basement flooded, and after 

we cleaned, we had a pizza party with our 

aunt and uncle … upstairs of course,” said 

Annie, sophomore.   

So students, strap on those snow boots and 

grab a shovel, because this winter is hopefully 

going to bring us more unexpected snow 

days!  
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Christmas traditions and vacations 
It’s cold outside! Enjoy celebrating Christmas! 
by Rebecca, junior 

W ith Christmas just around the corner, 

people are hunting for Christmas gifts, 

decorating, and getting reading for a break off 

school. But as normal as these activities 

sound, everybody has his own way of cele-

brating Christmas. 

“Every Christmas we go out to see a new 

movie. Last year, it was War Horse,” said 

Elise, freshman.   

With two weeks off, Christmas is also a 

great time for traveling. 

“We’re going to Texas this Christmas, and 

I get to see friends and family,” said Ben, 

freshman.  

For some, vacations become a type of tradi-

tion.  

 “We go to Michigan every Christmas, so 

we end up opening presents one or two weeks 

before Christmas,” said Katelyn, senior. 

Another common Christmas tradition is 

opening presents.  

 “We open all the presents Christmas Eve 

and the stockings Christmas morning,” said 

Corryne, senior. 

One common Christmas figure is your 

neighborhood-friendly Santa Claus. But for 

some, Santa means bad news.  

“Since our presents are already under the 

tree on Christmas Eve, Santa doesn’t bring 

presents, he takes them away! So every year, 

we camp out by the fireplace to guard the 

presents. We turn on the fire so he can’t get 

down and we pile chairs against the door for 

extra security,” said Jenneth, junior.  

Food, fun, ice 
Teens get together for food, friends, and skating 
by Victoria, sophomore 

O n Saturday night, Dec. 7, the teens had 

their annual teen Christmas party. Eve-

ryone was to report to the church to then be 

driven to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Anastos, 

who generously opened up their home for 

food and fellowship. After about an hour, the 

teens were then escorted to Washington Har-

bor Ice Rink over in Georgetown.  

“I liked how we were able to roam,” said 

Julie, 7th grade. “And the food was great.”  

The house was crowded with teens, but 

very enjoyable. There was an assortment of 

Christmas decorated food items from pepper-

mint chocolate cookies to chocolate dipped 

pretzels and fruit.  

Once everyone had his fill of desserts, Bro. 

Boyd amused everyone with “would you ra-

ther” questions and a compelling thought to 

leave with us as we skated.  

“I thought it was amusing to hear other 

people’s opinions,” said Annie, sophomore.  

It took around forty-five minutes to get to 

the ice skating rink. The rink was beautifully 

situated in the center of some outlets and the 

Washington Bay, and the many assortments 

of Christmas lights and decorations only com-

pleted the festive magical look.  

“I really liked the ice skating,” said Jessi-

ca, freshman. “It was really hard at first, but 

after seeing a lot of other people fall, it made 

me feel better.”  

If anyone was not into ice skating or did-

n’t want to be out in the cold weather, Star-

bucks was open for a short time for those 

who just wanted to sit and hang out with 

friends and a hot (or maybe cold) drink. But 

for those who had their heart set on skating, 

they first had to wait in a somewhat long line 

to rent their skates. Then once they had their 

skates on, they could immediately walk out 

onto the rink where they could skate while 

listening to the many surround-sound Christ-

mas songs being played. The rink itself was a 

pretty good size even with the decorations 

and pillars in the middle of the rink.  

Overall, it was a great time for everyone, 

even for those who fell more than once while 

skating. It was wonderful fellowship time 

with friends, and the transportation system 

and timing went smoothly. It was a great way 

to start off the Christmas season, so many 

thanks to the Anastos and the Boyds for tak-

ing time to make this all possible. Merry 

Christmas!  

Joy to  
the World 

 

 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods 

Rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sound in joy 

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground 

He comes to make 

His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as, far as the curse is found 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of his love 

And wonders of his love 

And wonders and wonders of his love 

 

Decently 
and in order 
by Anita, Counselor 

T he year 2013 has been a year full of fun 

and excitement. I am so proud of the 

Student Council and what they have been able 

to accomplish so far, and the excitement this 

year with the students is contagious.  

I thank the Lord daily for the opportunity 

to serve here. Each student is part of the fami-

ly here at FBTA and that is the reason why I 

believe it is extremely important that we stay 

focused on security. 

The year began with new locks being add-

ed to each door. Security has been tightened 

by adding these locks to ensure we have a 

locked facility during the day.  

It is truly sad we are in a world that we 

need to take these procedures; however, it is 

truly God’s will that we continue to remain 

prepared to do everything “decently and in 

order.”  

The recent power outage was a good op-

portunity to see areas in which we need to 

improve, and testing on areas we already have 

started to implement.  

I am sure that the year 2014 will continue 

to add new and improved security proce-

dures.  Just remember that the reason we are 

so concerned about security at Fairfax Baptist 

Temple Academy is because of you—our 

precious gifts from God! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


