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Annual Thanksgiving festivities 
The K4-3rd grades have their annual Thanksgiving performance and feast 
by Hope, sophomore 

O n Nov. 19, parents were invited to come 

and watch the K4 through 3rd graders in 

their annual Thanksgiving presentation which 

would be followed by a festive Thanksgiving 

feast. The performance took place in the main 

auditorium, and then everyone went to the 

gymnasium for food and fellowship.  

The play consisted of Thanksgiving po-

ems and songs, presented by the K4 through 

3rd grade students, who had worked hard to 

memorize their words and songs. The food 

was brought in by the parents of each class 

member. There was a giant cupcake tree, 

along with a cookie table, drinks, and plenty 

of great finger foods.  

“The food was the best part! But I don’t 

like the paper pilgrim costume around my 

neck,” said Ella, kindergarten.  

The K4 and K5 class were dressed up as 

the pilgrims, the 1st graders were the turkeys, 

and the 2nd and 3rd graders were the Indians.  

The gym was decorated to the nines with 

hundreds of crafts and coloring sheets (with a 

Thanksgiving theme) that the students took 

time to make. The 3rd grade class was able to 

decorate the traditional “teepee” sheet, which 

hung in the center of the main wall.  

Mrs. Vasquez, K4 teacher, had her stu-

dents take a large paper turkey home to deco-

rate. Each student’s family was able to partici-

pate and then bring it back to help decorate 

the gym walls. These projects were creatively 

made with anything from family pictures to 

buttons, and they turned out great!  

The tables were Thanksgiving colors and 

each class had the opportunity to make turkey 

table centerpieces.  

“My favorite part was when we said the 

verses in the play! Oh, and I love our pasta 

necklaces,” said Grace, 2nd grade.  

Many family members attended and en-

joyed watching their grandchild, child, rela-

tive, or sibling preform. 

“I enjoyed watching not only Sidney but 

all the children. The costumes were absolute-

ly fabulous! I was very impressed with every-

thing. It was very nice!” said Sidney’s grand-

mother who attended his performance. 

So, thank you, K4-3rd graders, who gave 

us an amazing beginning to this Thanksgiving 

time of year!  

 

 

Parents were enthusiastic about recording their child’s songs and poems in the presentation on Tuesday.  photo by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 

ICWE . . . 
a blessing to many 
by David, sophomore 

N o hurricane this year. No monsoon, no 
tornado, no snowpocalypse. After miss-

ing last year due to the extreme weather, the 
International Conference on Evangelism was 
held this year on Nov. 4-6 and was a blessing 
to many who attended.  

ICWE has had a great impact on many 
lives, and this year was no exception. There 
was a service every night with two different 
sermons and encouraging music. Also, there 
were several morning sessions and a speaker 
in the afternoons on Tuesday and Wednes-
day.  

The students were able to attend morning 
sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday.  

“I always like hearing Pastor Kenny Bald-
win, and I also really liked the closing mes-
sage on Wednesday afternoon,” said Dan, 
junior.  

“I know that the speakers were passionate 
about what they did and that really encour-
aged me to stand up for God even in the hard 
times and to tell everyone about Him,” said 
Jessica, 8th grade.  

“Women have so many burdens to carry, 
but God gave us those burdens for a reason, 
even to lead other people to the Lord! I also 
learned that evangelizing the world is so im-
portant, and it’s not a choice; it’s a com-
mand!” said Diana, freshman. 

The sessions and services were all record-

ed and have been posted to the church web-

site. If you were not able to attend and want 

to hear what you missed, please visit the web-

site at FBTministries.org/world-evangelism/

icwe/icwe-sessions.   

Aaliyah, Gabrielle, and Jianna, 3rd graders,  
give the camera a big smile because they loved dressing up as Indians! 

The 1st grade ladies pose for a picture in their turkey costumes. 

Reagan, K4, tells Pastor Calvert about her  
class’s festive costumes and performance. 

Zachary, 2nd grade, shows his grandma his colorful  
pilgrim and Indian picture that he colored.  

Teachers reminisce 
about Thanksgiving 

 

When my son was 1, my brother called me and 

said he would not be able to be home for Thanks-

giving that year. I prayed and prayed because he 

had never been apart from us.  

On Thanksgiving Day, I had my family over for 

dinner and just before I took the turkey out of the 

oven, my brother called to wish me a Happy 

Thanksgiving. I had a lump in my throat because 

he could not be with us.  He then said, “Oh, do you 

have to go? I thought I heard the doorbell ring.”  I 

said, “I don’t think anyone rung the bell. Let me 

check.”  I opened the door and there was my 

brother, Fred.  

I naturally cried my eyes out. We had a won-

derful time with my brother and the rest of my 

family.    —Mrs. Peterbark 

 

A few years back, we were able to celebrate 

Thanksgiving in Williamsburg. It was a special 

time of being together as a family before two of our 

children graduated from college and high school 

(respectively). It was the first time ever in my hus-

band’s and my life to eat somewhere other than 

our own home for Thanksgiving.  It’s nice to now 

hear our children say what a special time that was 

for our family to be together.  I’ve never forgotten 

it.     —Mrs. Crow  

 

For 3-4 straight years my family would play a 

little touch football in the afternoon. Since we lived 

in SC it was nice out to do that. Good times. 

   —Mr. Gleb 

 

Our first Thanksgiving at Fort Gordon is one 

of my most cherished memories. Our family hosted 

Thanksgiving dinner for all of the military fami-

lies  from our church. We had a huge dinner with 

all of the trimmings, and after dinner we sang and 

shared praises. There wasn’t a dry eye in the 

house.     — Mrs. Hamilton   
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by Hunter, junior 

O n Nov. 7, the basketball season started 

up once again. The girls practice from 

3:30 to 5:00, the jv boys practice from 5:00 to 

6:00, and the guys varsity from 5:30 to 7:00. 

The varsity team works on drills and ball han-

dling skills to improve for the upcoming sea-

son. 

“Our team works hard and Mr. Gleb push-

es us to keep on getting better,” said David 

Calvert, sophomore.  

Mr. Gleb was previously the head coach 

for a school in South Carolina, where the 

girls’ team earned two state championships. 

The boys’ team at FBT is hopeful that he will 

bring some new ideas and drills that might 

help them win a banner for the first time in 

four years. 

tractor ride that went right through the water 

to the actual pumpkin patch. 

While at the pumpkin patch they had fun 

chasing chickens … of course, until someone 

got hurt.  

One of the chickens got very upset about 

being chased, and it turned around and chased 

back! No permanent injuries occurred. 

The kids had a great time while at the 

pumpkin patch and surprisingly none of them 

were exhausted at the end of the day!   

by Mackenzie, sophomore 

O n Friday Oct. 25, the K4 through 4th 

grade classes went to the pumpkin patch 

for their first field trip of the year. 

“I loved playing on the bridge, it was fun,” 

said Heath, 4th grader. The kids started by 

walking on a bridge that was suspended over 

a marsh and that they could swing back and 

forth as they walked across. 

When they had arrived at the other side of 

the marsh, they played on giant swings and 

big bouncy pillows. Afterward they went on a 
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Smile in your heart, 
we’re ready to start 
It’s a brand new year for the cheerleaders  
and they have a brand new coach 

Starting off a new season 

Field trips and fun 

What are you thankful 
for this holiday season?  

We will be printing our annual “thank 

yous” in our December holiday issue. If you 

would like to write a special “thank you” to a 

parent or friend, and have it printed in our 

next issue, please  write it below (or on a 

separate piece of paper) and turn it into the 

school office.  

Experiencing the norm in the dorm 
Kids on the college trip learn about college life 
 by Victoria, sophomore 

O n Wednesday, Nov. 13, sixteen coura-

geous men, women and teenagers faced 

something so terrifying, yet necessary to all 

who want a complete education: college. 

Those brave souls arrived at the church near 

3:30 a.m. (yes, in the morning), in 35-degree 

weather. 

The PCC welcome committee picked 

them up from the airport took them to Pen-

sacola Christian College. The group went 

through a brief overview of rules, times, and 

schedules. 

 Then the students split up to go to their 

adopted dorm rooms. The FBTeens were able 

to chose which classes they wished to attend.  

“If I do go to PCC, I would spend most of 

my time in the Sports Center,” said Nathan, 

sophomore. 

One could enjoy many different activities 

in the Sports Center. Rock wall climbing, 

bowling, roller blading, ice-skating, table 

hockey, racket ball, carpet ball, pool, and, of 

course, a huge gymnasium were all available 

to the students and guests. 

Fairfax alumni were able to reunite with 

current students all over.  

“I got to meet Mr. Bradford’s son,” said 

Millie, sophomore. 

“I met my counselor,” said Hunter, junior. 

“We bonded with each other, and I saw 

my brother and met his college friends,” said 

Jason, sophomore. 

It was fun “hanging out with friends and 

seeing what college is really like,” said 

Reagan, senior. 

“My favorite part was laughing with my 

dorm mates until midnight. Also, Jenneth, 

Victoria C, and I got locked out of our resi-

dence hall, Dixon,” said Victoria, sophomore. 

 Even though some of the attendees are 

only sophomores, the choice of college and 

how quickly one will be attending comes 

sooner than one thinks! Are you ready? 

“Mr. Gleb is a good coach. I have learned 

tons from him about how to play the game 

better,” said Nathan, sophomore.  

 In order to do this, the guys will have to 

come into each and every practice and game 

with a mindset to never give up and to do 

their best until the final whistle blows. 

Whenever you hear a swish or cheering of 

the crowd you will know that basketball has 

started here at Fairfax Baptist Temple Acade-

my. All of the students here at the school are 

very excited for this season and many believe 

that this is the year for the guys to win a ban-

ner. Even though the team is young and 

learning, Mr. Gleb believes in this year’s 

team, and keeps telling them: “Never, never 

give up!” 

by Victoria, sophomore 

I t’s basketball season, and the basketball 

players are not the only ones warming up. 

The cheerleaders are ready to burst out of 

their shells with their excitement for the 

teams. Their first practice was held on Nov. 4 

from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. And with their new 

cheer coach, Mrs. Craig, they are ready to 

start the new year. 

“I am looking forward to watching the 

girls grow together as a squad,” said Mrs. 

Craig. This will be Mrs. Craig’s first year of 

coaching cheerleading, and she has great 

plans for the upcoming year. She is making 

several modifications to the practice times and 

procedure of games to help those girls who 

need the study time or do not wish to tag 

along on all of the away games. 

“I have already started practicing and 

looking up good cheer formations,” said Mac-

kenzie, sophomore. She and the rest of the 

group cannot wait to get started on their first 

half-time cheer performance.  

This year, the cheerleaders will not have 

secret cheerleaders (like “secret pals” for the 

players). Mrs. Craig wanted to focus on the 

girls’ being a true “team,” without adding too 

many extra tasks to their schedule. 

Although she was a basketball player 

growing up and didn’t like cheerleading, Mrs. 

Craig has willingly given up her afternoons to 

come and lead the team.  

“Honestly, my first thoughts were, ‘Thank 

you, Mr. Niggl, for thinking I am capable of 

leading the team,’” said Mrs. Craig.   

Mrs. Craig is determined to make this a 

great year for the girls and the teams. She is 

also here to prove that cheerleading IS a sport 

even though she was a non-believer herself 

going through high school.   

Let’s all get ready for a great season! 

  

 

November birthdays 

Over the river and 
through the woods 
Traveling and eating 
over the break 
by Annie, sophomore 

F or Thanksgiving, many families will be 

piling in their car and getting on the road 

to see numerous family members. While 

sometimes cramped in the confines of the car, 

most can agree that the destination is well 

worth the drive. 

“My favorite place for Thanksgiving din-

ner is my grandpa’s farm in Kentucky,” said 

Jenneth, junior, reminiscing about the fun 

memories made. 

“I like staying home at our house,” said 

J.T., 6th grade. 

Thanksgiving is such a wonderful time to 

remember all the blessings that surround us 

— from the promise of our salvation, to a 

warm home, to time off of school and home-

work, to visiting with fun family members, 

and to plenty of good food. 

“I think my favorite Thanksgiving food is 

the mashed potatoes and peas,” said Connor, 

7th grade, anticipating the long-awaited deli-

cacy. 

“[My favorite Thanksgiving food is] fried 

chicken!” said Jay, 7th grade.  

“Ham, especially with the trimming,” said 

Matthew, 8th grade. . 

“I like stuffing,” said Mackenzie, senior. 

No matter if you’re a homebody or a 

world traveler, everyone can find something 

to be thankful for this year. 

JV Cheerleaders cheer for the first boys’ game to  keep the fans’ spirits high.  

Mr. Gleb works the varsity players through their new routines and drills.  


